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ERRATA 

In the Introduction. 
page T, Line iS, for merialorieuireidmerileriaui. 

' vii, 9) for lAe rc»d lA»/e. 

X, ■ to and ii From bottom, and if I night further la 
fugged, dele j/" and «. 

xxix, laft, for ifiifi'J rcid luhom. 

KKx, tj, rrad a/ii:( before tuiurt»ii>Hiwi, 

xU| II, from boitoiD, fiarlicuiarly couid before be dt- 

In the HisTOny. 
Page 41 Litie ii, Uom^onam.ioi thirty -oitt ita.itkirtj-fe«r. 

II, 9, (or calender, ittA iaUndar. 

15, %, far kind, read Aind, 

JO, 1, fortbau^A, read ij. 
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56, 5, df]<l/ial, 

9S, I 3, iniiit liey, before tooutd uaderlaie. 

14.5, 17, fiom bottom, iar perjijhd, le^dper/ifl, 

lis, 14, from bottom, dele liir. 

(69, S> de\ecertmBfy. 

171, 10, fornslrtadtasuil. 

177, II, 'iat rffujing, zt^Arefuftd. 

11%, 4, infcrc l^ey, htiaxt iit the 

J04, ^—^ It, from bottom, hv that, read than. 

In the Appendix. 

P»ge s, — ■ 1, for hie, read (if — line j, foTlhs, read his 

line J,, dflcfl. 

xfi, >;, for n, rea<1 in — line 17, dele /^a(, before nr. //o^. 

111, — — - tS, for read, rcaidread. 

xxiil, 7, from bottom, for f^miVfff, read fv»im(f». 

EHUMERATiotJ Plan, firft page, eih line, for lu^rn, read lu/ure. 
ijd line, for underalid, read undtrroisd. 

In the annexed Map of the county of Wexford, the boundaries of the 
baroniei are omitted, ai (here ar« no document* extant, where they arc 
precifcly afcetcained. The [rouble'pf ipaking out a cortefl Map 
from the variety of materials tha t have been reforted to, ha« been very 
troablelbme ; and at the Author hat fpared no pains to give the belt 
Map (bat has hitherto appeared of that couhty, he hopes that any ad- 
ilition or improvemenE may be cammunicited to bim, ivhic!) will ^ 
thimkriilly recuTCd and carefully attended to. 
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X WOULD not obtrude myfelf on public attention* 
were I not earneftly folicitcd by numerous and refpec- 
lable friends, (who have at length prevaileil) to give a. 
genuine account of the tranfa^lions in the county of 
Wexfordj during the infurre^lion, in the year I7g8; 
in order to counteract the baleful efteils of the partial 
details and hateful mirprefentaiionS} which have con- 
tributed fo much to revive and continue thofe loath- 
fome prejudices that have, for centuries, difturbed and 
cliAraiSfed Ireland, It is conceived, that a fair and im- 
paitial account, by diflipating error, may operate as a 
balm to Ileal the wounds of animofity ; for let the 
candid reader be of what political principles he may, I 
ata confident he mufl be fenfihle, that no adherent of 
either of the contending panics in this unhappy coun- 
tiy, can in juflification feel himfelf authorized lo alTert, 
ihai his own party was perfeilly in the riglit, and the 
other egregioully in the wrong ; and yet there are par- 
lizans to be found on either lide, endeavouring to main- 
tMn that this is aiflually the cafe. But if ihefe zea- 
lots could be induced calmly to liflen to the melan- 
choly tales of enormity that can unfortunately be told 
of both parties, they might be prevailed upon lo relax 
c little in their prejudices. If the fpiric of intolerance 
iaiion be Hill held up, no kind of fecial inter- 
a CQUtle 
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eouife or bai mony can ex'ift in Ireland. With 3 vlcw^ 
fhcrefoi'd of etlablifliing concord> by fliewing, from 
Trbai has Iiappeneci, that it will be of univerfal advan- 
tage to forgei thepaft.and to cultivate general amity iu 
future, I have undertaken the arduous talk of endea- 
Touring to reconcile; pointing out errors by a genuine 
relation of fai?is. and I hope this may eventually pre- 
vail apon neighbours of all defciiptions to chcrifli thtr 
blcSings of union and mutual benevolence, which can- 
not fail of banilliing from their breads eveiy rankling 
idea, and mud prevent the poffibility of their ever 
again becoming the eafy tools of political fpcculation, 
whicii unfortunately hitherto encouraged haired and 
Tariance, and ended in the mlferablc debility and de- 
prelTion of all. 

Did I know any other perfon willing and able to 
give a more circumftantial account of what has fatally 
iappcned in the county of Wexford (which is the only 
part of Ireland I at prefent undertake to treat of) I 
would cheerfully refign my documents into his hands ; 
but as I have been moft peculiarly circuniflai)ced> 
■ as an eye-witnefs of many remarkable tvanfaiilons, 
the informaiion cannot be fo well handed over, and 
might not be produced witli i'uch good effei5l at fc- 
cond-hand. I conceive it therefoie neceiTary to give 
fomc account of myfelf, as rooft of my readers could 
not polfibly ocherwife be fentible of the many oppor- 
tunities I had of being peifeiliy Informed of the {late 
pf the country, which certainly did not lall to the lot 
of many other perfons. 

My family have been eftabliftied in Ireland finee the 
leign of Henry the fccomJ, as my anccHor came over 
with Sirongbowj and waj alloitcd a knight's lliare ctf 
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ids in tlie fnutliern part of the county of Wexford, 
which his (Jefccndants pofleffed (intil the revoluiion In 
Ireland about ilie middle of the rcventeenlli century,' 
when there was but one eflate in the whole county 
left unalienated by Cromwell. My ancednr had not 
th< good fortune to be the perfon undifluibed; but he 
acquired a properly in another part of the ccuntyj 
where his defccndants have ever fince reiided. Born 
of catholic parents, and bein^ reared in the principles 
pf that religion, occafioned my banlfhinent at an early 
[6) for fome years from my native country, a? my pa- 
;ts wifhcd to procure me a collegiate educ:ition in a 
ireignland, to which the rank and refpe-Siability of 
my family entitled roc, but w))icli the laws of my coun- 
try denied me at borne. After having purfiied a courfe 
of Rudy for fcveral years in France and Germany, I 
returned to my native tjil, folly fcniiblc of my civil 
degradation as a catholic, and I therefore fought all 
the legal and conflitutional means in my power in tijc 
purfuit of catholic emancipation. The liberality of 
the times contributed much to the relaxation of the 
penal laws, palTed from time to time againfl the catho- 
lics of Ireland; and they were at length induced to 
lay their grievances at the foot of the throne, as the 
moft effeilual fource of redrefs. They were in part 
lelieved, but many oppre^Tive caufes of complaint dill 
remained, and many modes of procuring their abolition 
were reforted to, A various train of clrcumtlanrcs oc- 
curred to produce tlic circular letter of the fub-com- 
miltee of the catholic^of Ireland in 1792, and purfu- 
ant to its tenor, delegates for all the counties and pi m- 
cipal towns were cbofcn to reprelent them in the ge- 
neral committee. I had the honour of being clciSed *, 
delegate for the county of Wexford, and I exerted my^ 
in that fituation with all the energy and ability 
a z ^ 
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loy power. The decUrafion adopted by the catholic 
committee in March 1791, was fubfcribed by a multi- 
tude of fignatutes, and ihofe of the county of Wexford 
I was inilrumetiial in procuving. I attended my daiy in 
the general committee of the catholics of Ireland, where 
apetition to his majcfty was framed and Tigncdj in Novem- 
ber 1792; and a vindicaiionof the caufe of the catholics 
of Ireland, containing an cxpofition of their objefls and 
motives, was adopted ; and afterward publiflied and 
authenticated. In confequence of royal inlerpofition, by 
the king's gracious recomniendation, the parliament of 
Ireland, (which almoft unanimoudy rejefled a petition 
of the catholics in 179Z) was induced confiderably to 
extend their privileges in i 793. I attended a fubfcquent 
meeting of the general committee) at which an addrefs 
of gratitude, for his gracious inteipolilion, was voted to 
Lis majefty, and a fimilar one-io the lord lieutenant, 
espreifive of the earnefl loyalty of the catholics, and 
lequefling the former to be iranfmitted, was drawn 
up, approved of, and prcfented by deputation to Iprd 
Wcflmorcland. 

Along with the repeal of the mofl odious of the penal 
laws, a new oath to be taken by the catholics to avow 
Iheir loyalty, was framed by parliament. All the de- 
legates and a great number of o(her catholic gentle- 
men, anxious to avail themfelves of the eailieft oppor- 
tunity of difplaying their gratitude for the newly-ac- 
quired privileges, and eager to fatisfy the public mind 
as well as to fet an example to the. whole nation, attend- 
ed in thecourt of king's-bench, on Saturday the 19th of 
April, 1793, where they took the oath and fubfcribed 
the fpecial declaration prefcribed to them; and this 
■was by the appointment of lord chief juftice Glonmei, 
on whom a deputation from the general committee had 
previoufly watted for that purpofe. 

The 
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^The magic of royalty, in eameftly recommeading 

ion of all defcriptions ef ful'jids," having lately 
proved fo effeflual in alieving the condufl of parlia- 
ment to the catholicsi ilie ercflion of a flatue of the 
king was voted as a monument of catholic gratituJe ; 
but this along with other honourable engagement! 
adopted by the general commiitee, was fuperfeded by 
illiberal and calumnious outcries raifcd againlt the con- 
duct and intentions of the catholic body, fo as to pre- 
clude llie polfibiiity of carrying into effefl the plan of 
fubfcriplion formed for thcfe purpofes. I waa how- 
ever determined to proceed in the ciunty of Wexford» 
but was at length obliged to give up the objecli in con- 
fequence of the baleful operation of party prejudice ; 
and thus did the enemies of the catholics, under the 
malk of loyalty, defeat the execution of a projefl that 
would exhibit the condii>5) of the catholics inapoiut of 
Tiew too mcrtotorious for theit widies. 

■Very ferious difturbances took place in a part of the 
UBtity of Wexford, in the month of June 1793; but 
they were foon fuppreil'ed by the exertions of the 
country gentlemen, who formed " an aflbcialion for 
« the prefervaiion of the peace." 1 conflantly at- 
tended their meetings, and I believe it will be allowedi 
that my condufl and endeavours proved as cfFeflual as. 
Ht of any other to reftore public tranquillity.* 



n January 1795, while lord Fitz-William was vicer 
loy, I procured a great number of fignatures, to a pe- 
tition to parliament, ftoui the catholics of the county 
of Wexford, and in the fame month I vas one of thofe 
that prefentcd an addrefs from them to his excellency. 
When his lordfhip's recall was announced from the 
^oyernment of IreUud> a meeting of the freeholders 

and 

* See mr, RichRrdi'i ceitlficaie la ni'Cieadii, No. 3. 
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« INTRODUCTION. 

and other inhabitants of the county of Wexfortl tfas 
■ convened on [lie 23d of March cf ihc fame year, wlien 
a petition Co his majefly was unanimouHy agreed to, 
and I was appointed one of the delcfjates to prefenE it 
to the king. I had been as far as Dublin to take (hip 
for England, when it was thought advifablc to have 
the petition fubfcribed by as many perfons as pofGble, 
and while my brother delegates proceeded to London, 
I returned to the county of Wexford) and conlidering 
that I was the chofen delegate of protcilants as well as 
of catholics, I took the precaution of confuking the 
principal proteftant gcnilemcn of the county firft, to 
prevent the poifibiiity of mlfrepTcfentation, or of de- 
nominating my purfuil the bofinefsof party; and I was 
fo fuccefsful as to pracure in the fpace of one week, 
twenty-two tlioiifand two hundred and fifty-one figna- 
turCB to the petition, witli which I then proceeded to 
London, and had Ihc honour to prefent id along with 
my brother delegates, to his majefly, at a public levee 
at St. James'S) on the 2zd of April 1795 ; and we met 
Z moft gracious iccepfion. * 

I think it neccfTary to mention that I was invited 'm 
the moft earnefl and flattering manner, to become a 
member of political focicEiesj both in England and 
Ireland ; but ihefe invitations I declined, in confe- 
quence of a refolution which I had formed of never 
becoming a member of any political fociely whatfo- 
evcr; and to this I have ever fince moll fcrupuloufly 
adhered. I pvopofcd apian for the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of Ireland, to lord Fitz -William, which 
net with his ftrongeft approbation, and but for his re- 
call he would have patronized the undertaking, and, 
done every thing in his power to facilitate its execution. 
I had this plan long in agitation, and was induced to 
CHtev 
■ See apptudii, No. i. 
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■ on the bufincfs particularly fiom a confideration 
lat by the current natemcnts the population of Ireland 
was vaflly under-rated. Some years ago the cflablifhed 
clergyhadmadcreturnsof [hcpopulaiionof thcirfcveial ,' 
pariHieS) by order of government, and I had the cu- \ 
riolity to enquire inio the returns matJe of the popuIa> 
lion of the parill.ea in my own neighbourhood, and : 
thcfe I found really cotre^, according to the general 3 
mode of calculation, but as my curiofity ltd me to ] 
number every individual, I found them very defeflive 
as to the a3ual Rate oF tbe population, both in the 
total and comparative numbers. 



While in England on my delegation, this plan for | 
ellimating the population of Ireland was fcen at lord 1 
Fitz-William's, by the right hon. Edmund Burke> who [ 
was thereby induced to do mc the honour of foiicitiag I 
my acquaintance; and after a minute invefligation of .1 
its nature and extent, he carneflly encouraged nie to, I 
proceed, as he coofidered it wnuld be produflive <rf J 
the greateft poflibic benefit to Ireland. Backed by the ( 
authority and flattering opinion of fo much gcniuSfand f 
fanflioncd alfo by the countenance of lord Fit z-Willia 
and a great number of other enlightened men in £ng«l 
land, I was induced on my return to Ireland to ufe every J 
exertion to put it forward, and met fucli cncouragemciu:! 
from dignity and dlftinflion, that f fubmittcd my plai 
10 the iofpeiiion of the royal Irifli academy, who were 1 
much plcafed with it as an elTential branch of a ftatif- 
lical enquiry js?hich they bad then in contemplation to 
promote. This produced the pleafing confcquence to 
mc of being pvopoied to the academy by the prefent 
prefideni, and I had the honour of being unanimoufly 
admitted a member of that learned and refpciSlable 

*iy. Certainly h^i not rbe miifoiEuncof the times 
picvcntcd 
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prevented my fucccfsj thismuft have been confidcrcd as 
honourable and remarkable an undertaking as any in- 
dividual could have accompHflied, and the nature of 
the cncouragetncnt I met with, induced me to print a 
great number of copies of the plan, and to procure a 
fufficiency of ruled paper for writing out the returns 
from every part of Iieland; as in appendix. I am 
thus led to publilb the wliole plan, on the prefent oc- 
calion, to fiiewthe falfity of the prejudiced arguments 
adduced by reference to a part; efpecialiy as I con- 
ceive that it wants only to be known to fhew the futi- 
lity of fuch arguments. — But I have by no means 
dropped the idea of bringing this fcheme to perfe£iion, 
nor do I think thil my labours, even as far as I have 
proceeded, are not likely to be ufeful to my country ; 
for although I have not been able to go to the extent 
propofed, yet the returns which have been made to me, 
are fufGcient to give a much more certain account of 
the population of Ireland, than can be collefled from 
any other ftatement that has appealed, I have been 
favoured with authentic copies of all the documents on 
which the late Mr. Bufhe grounded his return of the 
inhabitants of this country, which has gained him fo 
much credit, and I can pofitively afRrm that he was not 
in any degree pofl'elTcd of fuch various and detailed 
accounts, as thofe, which on my plan, have been 
returned to mej and I fhall feel higlily obliged to 
any perfon, who according to this fcheme, fliall 
make me a return of one or more parifiies, through 
the country at large, or of a ftreet or ftrcets in any 
town or city, together with any remarks tending to 
flieWythe engrcafe or decieafe of population fince the 
year 1795. Ifball alfo feel extremely thankful to any 
pcrfoni who at that period proceeded in any degree on 
this plan) for letting me have the refuU of that en<L|uiry, 
\i-hetbe)r 
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whether returned to me^ formerly or not ; as I can the 
more readily compare the former and prefent accounts^ ' 
on getting them together, than by the trouble of fearch- 
ing out the original returns. If it can be eftablifhed 
beyond a poflibility of doubt, that there are vaftly 
more inhabitants in Ireland than they are at prefent 
fuppofed to be, (and. this I have good reafon to believe 
is the cafe) furely the national confequence muft be en*- 
hanced, and our importance in the fcalc of nations 
raifed in proportion; and as I already, feel a well- 
foundfed expectation that I n\all be enabled to perfeA 
this defirable objeil, I hope it will induce- every real 
lover of his country to make me thofe returns, which 
the fimplicity of the plan will enable any perfon to 
execute in his own neighbourhood ; and I truft I have 
already given fuch proofs of the fincerity of my in- 
tentions, as to entitle me to this information from any 
friend to the pountry, as it is felf-evident, that this plan 
does not in any degree partake of party-fpirit, but 
is" merely concerned with general information. How 
can the wants of a nation be properly fupplied if the 
extent of its population be not accurately known ? 
or how can the redundancy of one nation be applied 
to the benefit of another, where this important fact is 
not afcertained ? — For example's fake, the crops of Ire- 
land, in they ear 1 8pi, were fuppofed to be better able to 
fupply the wants of its inhabitants than thofe of Great- 
Britain were to fupply her own at that period. How 
was it poffible to afcertain this but from furmife ? In Eng- 
land it was a meafure of parliamentary enquiry to 
afcertain the ftate of the population exadly : Why 
(hould not the like policy obtain with rcfpect to Ire- 
land ?— Surely, fince the union of both nations 'has 
been formed, Irela'hd is entitled to the fame advaa- 
tages with England. In fhort, a knowledge of the real 

b ftate 



IHTRODlSCTION. 



llale of any country is of fucli materia! importance to 
any one wifhing to promote Us welfare, as to be eviJent 
on firft contemplation, finca without it conjeituic muft 
lupply the place cf cevtainiy, and fo perhaps nccafion 
material error and conlufion. As thisobjei^ is of fucIi 
nalionai confcquencej I liopc my countrymen will be 
kind enough to furniih the means to render me ablci as 
I am willingi to mrtWe tbcm acquainted with tlisir real 
importance; and in proportion to the extent of docu- 
ments will be the accuracy of the rcfuU ; but I efteem 
even a partial return of fuch moment, that I earneftly 
rcqueft no pcrfon inclinef] to promote (n defirable an 
ohje£l may withhold his particular information ; for 
fuch communication may in time occafion the entire 
plan to be brought to perfection ; and as I mentioned 
before, it is atlonifhing how a few returns from differ- 
ent parts of Ireland, according to this model, will, con- 
tribute to afceitain its true (late better than it has been 
ever hitherto accompUfl'Led. 



I a!fo infert in my Appendix the flatiflical enquiry 
propfifedby the Royal Iriili Academy, in 1795, in hopes 
that it may produce me information from fome parifli 
orparifhes, diflriel, lra£l of country or town; and if I 
might fuither fuggelt theelucidation, improvement or 
amendment of any particulars contained in the (latifiical 
furvcys of the different counties already publilbed un- 
der the patronage of the Dublin Society, as it would be 
a.confiderable improvement in the compilation of my 
intended work, which according to the information I 
receive, fo I fhall be enabled to enhance the real 
importance of my countiy. 



In ordci to prevent all dlfappointment, and to fecnre 
1^ fjj^i: Buiral and delivery of fuch documents as I 
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tday be favoured with, I beg leave to fubmit an expe- 
dient, which I think neceffary to carry thii, Into efFeA 
in the bed poffible manner. I would recommend to the 
perfon or perfons concerned, to perfeft two documents 
completely alike, and of thefe one fhould be fent to 
me, and fliould any accident occafion it to mifcarry*' 
the remaining duplicate would fupply its place, without 
further, trouble. From the various difappointments I 
met with on the former occafion, I am led to requeft 
alfo that every one may take the fafeft mode of con- 
veyance in his power, to my printer. No. 6z, Abbey- 
ftreet, Dublin, where my addrefs may be known, or to 
fome friend of his own in Dublin, who may be pleafed to 
convey it thither; and this will not only fecure, as much 
as poffible, the fafe arrival of the ftatement, but abridge 
the Jabour confiderably of fuch an arduous undertake 
ing. If no account of delivery fhould be made in 
the firft inftance, then more caution may be ulied in 
conveying the counterpart. 

Different motives of private concern induced me to 
refolve to quit Ireland, in the year 1797, and to go to 
refide in America, and this I purpofed to do as foon as 
the regulation of my affairs would permit me. I was 
molily in the county of Wexford in the latter- end of 
1797, and beginning of 1798; but my attendance ia 
Dublin was fometimes neceffary upon law bufinefsj 
which I at length flattered myfelf I had finally got rid 
of by co^promife. In the latter end of April there- 
fore I took leave of my friends, as my propofed fhort 
ftay in Ireland would not allow me the opportunity of 
feeing them again ; as I had determined to go immedi- 
ately to England, and from thence to America. In 
this projefl: I was mofl unhappily difappointed, as a 
part of the compromife, which was, that my furniture 
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fhould be taken at a valuation) was not complied with ; 
ind I was therefore reluflantly obliged to remain in the 
country, until I could, as I tho gljt, difpnfe of them 
by amSliooi which I adveriifed would lake place on 
Monday the sSrh of May, I am thus particular, to 
counteiafl the malevolent infinuations of my enemies, 
and as it was this dirappointmeni that occafioned my 
deteniioti in the county of Wejiford until the commence- 
ment of the difltirbances J by which I loft all my fur- 
niturCj and all elfe that could be talcen from me, except 
what I bad on my back, and about my perfon. Had I 
any pofliblc intimation of thj calamities that enfuedj I 
molt undoubtedly would have preferred fettling my 
property even ata lofs, and fecuring th'- value, to wait- 
ing t;i be detaiiied againft my will in that unfortunate 
country; and I would thus haveefcaped enduring thofe 
fufferings and perfecuiions that afterward fell to my lot. 
The particulars of the fiioation I was iti previous to 
and at the breaking out of the infurre^ion comes more 
properly in my general account) until the 28th of May 
got on board a fTiip in Wexford harboaf) and did all 
in my power to induce the captain to fail for England ; 
and on its being objeficd that there was not a fuffici- 
ency of provifions on board the AdvcntuTCj which was 
the name of the fbip, juft then ariived with a cargo 
of coals, I propoft.d we fhould fliift on board another 
vefiel belonging to the fame proprietor) which had 
cleared out off the cuftoin-houfe-quay laden with oatsj 
which I reprefented would, in cafe of neceflity, fupply 
our wants during the paffage ; but the low ftate of 
the ebbing tide and coniiary winds prevented either of 
thefc fiiips, both being heavily laden, from poflibljr 
ciolSng the bar of Wexford harbour, which they could 
not do but at high tide. 

Fruftrated 



INTRODUCTION. XIU 

Fruftrated ia every wifh to leave the cocvDtry> befora 
and after the infurreflion broke out, what could I do 
but fubmit, to my evil fate^ and remain in a place de- 
livered up, and abandoned, .by thofe who fhould have 
been its natural prote6^ors, to the mercy of an uncon- 
troulable multitude ? My popularity in the country, 
and my intimacy with the greater number of its gentle- 
manly inhabitants, of whom many remained in Wex- 
ford, placed me in a very unenviable iituation. It 
made my friends imagine that I poffeffed a plenitude of 
power, and induced them to apply to me for prcteAion 
from popular fury, either perfonally or thrpugh fome 
one of their family. I never hefitated, on thefe occa- 
fions> to rifque my own life to preferve that of others, 
and nevei;' heard or faw of any one in danger that I 
did not ufe every effort for their prefervation. If 
greater expeftations were formed of me than what I 
could efFefl, 1 have to regret the limitation of my 
power. I mod folemnly declare^ that during the in- 
furre6lion> I never omitted a fingle opportunity of be- 
ing as ferviceable as in my power, by adminiftering com- 
fort to the afBi6led and diftreffed, or every afliftance I 
could to thofe in danger. Some are found grateful enough 
to acknowledge the faft. There were three g^entkmen 
apprehenlive I might refent former cpnducl, but whea 
misfortune intervened I threw away refentment. One 
of them had, upon previous occafion, treated me fo ill, 
that I had determined to chadife him to the utmoft of 
ipy power; but they all now acknowledge that, for- 
getful of perfonal injury, I rifqued xny life for the pre- 
fervation of theirs. My conduft during the infurrec- 
tion, as far as it is necefTary to be known j properly be- 
longs tQ the hiftory of the times ; and fo Ifliall pro- 
pped to a relation of my perfecution and fuffcrings. 
''''' ' '■ ^ Lord 
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Lord Kingtbnrough and liis officers conceived them- 
(elves under fuch obligations lo mcj t!iat at their en- 
treaty I lived in ihe fame houfe M-ith them, from the 
furrender of the town until the 2gih of JanCj when 
thej departed for Waterfoid. Being well aware of 
malice and obloquy. I conftantly cxpreiTed a defire, 
duiing their ftay» to be brought to tiial, for any alle- 
gation that might be fiamcd againft me; and I ata 
now confident, that had it been poitble to procuie any 
proof againft me, it would by no means be negleiFled j 
bill this being imprailicitble, even in fuch crazy times, 
rther means of deep malignity were rcforted to, and 
thefci as well as I am hicJiCrto acquainted with them, I 
fliall endeavoftr to defcribe. My former intention of 
going to America, was by no means leffened but aug- 
mentedi.by the fcenes of which I had fo recently been 
wilnefs to in my native cnuntry. I accordingly perfifled 
ia my rcfolution, and was determined to get out of the 
couniTy as fpeedily as poffiblc. The committee that 
had been appointed by lieutenant general Lake, to a£t 
as a kind. of council to general Hunter, then in com- 
mand in Wexford, and to grant pafics, now began to 
praflife iheir malicious arts againft mc, which they 
avoided before, being apprehenlive, if not wei! awarej 
that their fchemcs would be counicraifled and c!ereated> 
if attempted to be put in execution, while the oiHcers, 
■ who were acquainted with my conduiSti remained in 
Wexford, I received a note from the cliairman of this 
committee, (and it was delivered to me by one of the 
body, whom I then confidered as my friend) defiring I 
wubttl write to him, ftaiing what I would wifii to be 
done, and that my reqoeft would be taken into imme- 
diate confide rati on. This induced me to write to them, 
intimating the dclire, I had fo often cxpreffed, of going 
(0 Amenta, aJuiiiS) that I wiflied to fct off the next 

dajr 



INTRODUCTION'. XT 

day in order to fail in a (liip then in the harbour of 
Dublin ; and this determination I would, in all proba- 
bility, have fince put in execution, but that I conHdered 
it might have given freer fanflion to the calum- 
nies fo induftrioufly raifed againft: me. This co2;i(ide« 
ration has detained me in Ireland, as here I was the 
better enabled to vindicate my honour, and this, in- 
deed, my perfecutors have completely effeflcd, quite 
in con trad i<Sl ion to their inclinations and wiflies* The 
immediate conjideration of the committee vas, in confe- 
quence of fremeditation to fend back the gentleman^ 
who brought me the note and took my anfwer, to ar^ 
rejl me. This he did at my lodgings, where I was 
publicly known to be fince the infurreSion, ancj two 
yeomen werethere placed as a guard over me. Thi$ 
whole condu6l, from feveral circumftanccs of which E 
have fince come to the knowledge, was certainly fncoti" 
certed. Had I been fent to gaol, it would have been 
produ6live of a trial by court-martial, and this was « 
benefit which they did not wifh t6 allow me, as they 
were well aware of the fentiments of the officers, whom 
I would have fummoned back to Wexford ; befides 
fome individuals among them were mod ungratefully 
induced to forward the vile proceedings againft me, as 
they were apprehenfive I might call on them as wit- 
neffes, when their loyalty may have been called ia 
quefiion, were they t6 do juftice to my conduS ; and 
it may alfo have been manifefted, that whatever ho* 
nour fome of them nowpoffefs, is owing to their taking 
my advice in preference^ to their own ; as if they 
efcaped 'piking on the one fide, they may have been 
hnnged on the other, and with much more juftice than 
feveral who have forfeited their lives on the occafion. 
To tranfport me without further enquiry, was there- 
fore confidered more advifeable. Several, who had 
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on the 3d of July from the gaol and put on board a 
floop which had been twice condemned during the in- 
furreflion, and which had funk within a foot of her 
deck) and was only pumped out that morning. After- 
ward a guard was feni to my iriilgings, and I was 
marched down to the cuflom-houfe-quay, in the mod 
eonrpicuous manner, and put on board this horrid hulk> 
without any trial or further inveftigation ! ! ! 

Two (loops had been prepared as prifon-fliips during 
the infurrciSlion ; one of them, however, wasimmedi- 
aiely condemned as unfit for that fervicej and after- 
ward, on the occafion of lord Kinglborough and his 
officers being put on board for a few houisi flie was 
again, on the infpeflion of the butchers of Wexford* 
pronounced unfit for the reception of a fig. After this 
fecond condemnation the Lovely Kilty, (for fo this infer- 
nal velTel was called) was hauled to one fide of the 
harbour, where from her leaky (late {he funk within a 
foot of her deck, and fo efcaped firing when the other 
fioop which had been ufed as a prifon fhip was burned. 
This was the vclTel the Wexford committee ordered to 
be their priron-fliip ; and accordingly, on the 3d of 
July, file was hauled into the channel, a little dry flraw 
was fhaken over that which had remained in her hold 
for a month before, and the piifoncrs then were fent on 
board. Our walking onthcficfli litter foon made it 
as wet as the dung underneath, fo that it was impoflible 
to fit or Lie without imbibing the moiflure ; nor indeed 
could we have the comfort of reding againft her fides, 
as the planks were waier-foaked, and iheeffcrvefcencc 
«f putrid malt, accumulated between her limbers, was 
fo ftrong as even to turn filver black In our pockets in 
the couife of a few hours. The flench was befides 
infupportablcj 
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infupportable, and there was Aich an infeftation 

■ > 

of rats, that fome of the prifoners were bitten by 
them. TIjc weather at the time was moftly warmi 
and this raifed fiich an exhalation, that fmall as the 
yeflel wasj we could fcarcely fee each other from ci- 
ther end of the hold. If it rained, the deck was fo 
open, that it M^as impoflible, in any part of the fhip, 
to avoid being wetted ; and contrary to the ufual ftate 
of leaky velTels, (where the bilge water is not ofFen- 
five) we were nearly fuiFocated while flie was pumping. 
In our own defence we were obliged to be continually 
at the pump, to prevent our being overflowed ; and 
though our laft occupation at night, we were always 
fummoned to the fame talk early every morning ; the 
water, by this time, having got above the double 
flooring, a cautionary plan always ufed in veflels em- 
ployed in the tranfportation of mialt. 

Among the twenty-one doomed to this dreadful and 
loathfQme confinement, (which I believe net to be pa- 
ralleled by any dungeon in the world) there were def- 
perate villains and fcums of the earth ; a circumftance 
more degrading and ofFenfive to a liberal mind than 
any other punifliment, when unable to avoid fuch in* 
tercourfe, and this was the cafe aboard the Lovely Kitty % 
whofe burden was but about fifty tons. This aggravati- 
on was venly and avowedly intended by the mercilefs 
perfecutors; for when one of them Was toldi on his 
coming on board, of our defperate fituation, / heard, 
him affert, that " we had no reafon to coffcplain^ 
Jince the vejjel had been fitted out by the rebels Jne was good 
enough for us ! Our guards were at firft feven yeomen 
of the Shilmalier infantry, afterward called 0^e*s Loyal 
Blues. Thefe were relieved every twenty-four hours, 
arid indeed they were apparently humane. One of 
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tliem was an apprentice to a. carpenter wlio iifed tS 
work at my Tather's," and offered to be particularly kind 
to me. He promilcd to bring ine my bed) and veprc- 
fented it would not becoms wet through in the eourfe 
of the night) but that he woald continue to dry it lii 
the day-iiine. in which he hoped to be adifled by ano- 
ther young man, his-fellow-appreniice ; and propofcd 
to arrange it fo as that they would every day mount 
gasrd alternately. He) how^Tev faid, that he could 
notaft without the permifTion of his captain, the right 
bon. Geokck Ogle, Willi this gentleman I formerly 
kept company, as our families were neighbours, and 
Tifiied each other, I therefore thought, ks well as from:' 
ihe favoarable opinion, which he before conftantly ex- 
prefTed of me, that his prejudice or bigotiy couliJ not 
make him forget good manners fo far as nnt to anfwer 
a letter from me on fuch aii occafiOn. I did of conrfe 
addrefs him onej but certainly not in the ftrain of a pri- 
foner, which I knew I ought not to be, but, as one 
gentleman would write to 'another, giving 'an account 
of my diftreffing and unmeiited (ituaiion. This letter) 
ih* fight hon, George Ogle laid before the Wexford 
Committee, and declared, that he w6uld not permit 
Any of his corps to go on fuch an errand. Of this [ 
*is informed by a letter from the fecretary of the 
CoihmKtec, which I prefervc for the infp^ilion of (he 
cntious. It was intimated that, if I wanted my bed/ 
the committee would grant a pafs to any other melTeti- 
gee I Eonld procure, to bring it to me ; but this was' 
hnpolSblc at the time, as military law exifted in fuch 
ilgour, and it was a great while afterwards before I 
conld procure a bed to he brought lo me. The good- 
liiltfred yeoman who offered me his kind fervicej waa 
checkcdbyiiis captain for demeaning himfelf by fpeak- 
ing to the prifoners, and he foon after quitted the 
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i ill (Jirgufi, and eniollcd liimfelf with 4 pjptaia 
ie congenial CO his difpufition and feelings. 



Supplied to genera] nuntcr 10 be libprated under ^ 
general proclamation which he had publillied, and he 
afked the committee, by what authority I had been at 
ill confined. He was there informedi contrary to all 
truth) that I had petitioned for traufpoviation ; and the 
anfwer I received frpm him in confeciuenceof this mif- 
information was. tiiat it exceeded liis power to liberate 
pic. I inftanlly memorialed the general a fccond time, 
jiaiingi that I had never the moft dillant idea of pe- 
titioning for tranfpottalion, and foHcited enlargement 
or trial. Upon this the genera! again applied to the 
Comjuittec, and they had the eiFrontery to repeat and 
jnfift on flieir former afferiioji, perfifling in falfehood 
to fanclion their iniquitous proceeding. The general, 
not being as yet fetifible of tJie extent of their perfe-r 
cuiiog fpirit) and naturally conceiving that the prin- 
cipal gentlemen of the county, whocompofed the com- 
mittecj would not alTert a, lie, was induced to give iheni 
credence in preference to a prifoner; but ftill> fi'om 
[he confidcralion of my flatcment, he adyiled me to 
addrefs the lord lieutenant and thai he would forward 
it with bis ftrongeft recommendation, I accordingly 
did fo, but, as mifreprefentaLion refpefling me was 
pradifed in every quarter, to prevent a detp£lioa of thet 
Original vill^ay, I had no belter fucegfs th^n with Iii^ 
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j^cannot omit mentioning a fellow-prifoner of mine 
bthis occallon. — Mafter James Lett, thirteen years 

old, (but little for his age) a near relative of mr. 

^agnal Har>'ey, was a child of fuch undaunted fpirit 

1 courage, that he manifefled a moft heroical difpo- 
c 2 filion 
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fition at the battles of Rofs and Fooks's-mill) and was 
aftcrthe infurreflion taken up and put to gaol. He was 
jhreaten^t) to be hanged if he did not fign a petition 
for tranfportation prcfenicd to him as a great favour, 
and as a fuithei' inducement he w:is toliU that he would 
be let ".'> ofF with mr, Hay. (this intimation was figni- 
fied tn maflcr Lett before I was arrefled, or had written 
to the rliairman of the Wexford committee, which 
letter was their excufe for their premeditated fcheme to 
.entrap me), The little hero figned the paper requiied, 
and on my being dropped down into the hold of 
the Lovely J^iUVi where he was before me, he clung 
to me and exclaimedi " / don't care -where I gos 
" when J dm to be vjith you !" If nothing elfe was ai- 
tra^ing in the child, furely in thisinflance I coiiJd not 
be infenfible to fuch pathetic feeling. Captain Keen 
of the royal navy hearing of this wonderful boy, 
aOced him, whether he would be glad to go with him? 
which he confented to, and in a day or two after he 
was conducted by the captain on board the Chapman, 
and where I underfland he was iptended for a midfliip- 
man. I rejoiced in the releafe of my little companion, 
but had the mortification of feeing him brought in it 
few days back to the infernal prifon-fhip ! — His re- 
turn is faid to be occafioned by the reprcfentations of 
the tommittee to captain Keen, '' That be had do right 
to reloafe any prifoner, as they claimed the exclu- 
five privilege of (fie ma?iagemem of their jxifoiiers ! ! !" 
On my removal to the gaol the child grieved immode- 
rately, which being made known to general Hunter, 
he was ordered to be fent to me, Notwithftanding 
many applications had been n<ade for his lelcafe, they 
were counteracted through the reprcfentations of the 
tommhiee; and to the eternal fliame of ;horeconccrn- 
%^3'~-^rJmi of diJiinHitm were the promoters ! 
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In January 1799, a writ of habeas corfuswzn ob- 
tained, and inafter Lett was brought by the fub-fherifF 
of the county of Wexford, from Wexford gaol to the 
court of king!s-bench, in Dublin, and on enquiry for 
the prifoner he was held up on a man's arm, to the ut- 
ter aftoniihment of lord Kil warden, and thus was pre- 
judice fcouted out of the court by his liberation. This, 
I believe, unexampled cafe, took place in the prefence 
of a full attendance of the gentlemen of the bar, who 
had crowded to fee fuch a phenomenon, as from the 
child's appearance it was thought he wanted the fupcr- 
intendance of a nurfe more than a gaoler. 

After a few days the Wexford yeomen infantry were 
appointed to guard the prifon-fliip, and were reftri6le4 
not to depart for twenty- four hours. Anaong tl)em 
were gentlemen of my acquaintance, from whofe fo- 
ciety I experienced much coihfort in my calamitous 
fituation J but the Joathfome ftation of duty foon de- 
prived me of this alleviation of fufPering, AH thofe 
bf the better fort rej^fled the hateful fervice and pai4 
fmartly for fubftitutes. The hirelings confidered fpi- 
rits as the only fpecific againft contagion, and the nfe 
of them did not improve the manners of the lowef^ 
defcription of yeomen. Two of our guards diedj in 
confequence of ficknefs cbntrafled in this fervice, but 
none of the prifoners, although fome got dangeroufl/ 

ill. • • • 

In confequence of the opinion of a moft eminent 
phyfician in Dublin, that it would be more humane t9 
prder me to be (hot, than to leave me in fuch a fitua- 
tion, being made known to general Lake, through ge- 
neral (now fir John) Craddock, he fent down orders to | 
^nquir^ mQxe particularly .\ntq the (jtate of my cafe ; 
^ ' and 



and general Hiin|cr accordingly fcnt doiSlur Jacob tQ 
vifit me. The refiill was, lliat afier five weeks con- 
fitiemcni) in fuch a manfinn of wrclehetinefs, [ was 
TCQioved ro the gaol j but my lieahh ligil become To 
impaireclt ihat I iqucli fear ir may never be pcrfeilly 
T^-sftsblinicd. Poaor Jacob paiJ me two viHts : I 
paid him far his atiendance and u-'iflied him to con- 
linue ; but fuch was my loi, th^t however much | 
flood in ne^-d of iti I could not procure medical ailid- 
ance ! — In my own conception this neglccl ^-as occa- 
fioned by a complaint of the hardlliip of my cafe to 
doctor Jacob, upon which he promifed lo bring me ^ 
copy of what I had written to the committee) which 
they alleged to be a petition for tranrportation. He 
brooghi me an application of mine to gcneial Hunter, 
M'hich he faid was the only paper that Jie could fee or 
find relative to mej and lie afterward avoided me. le^ 
in vifiting me he might let out any thing that fhould 
lead to a dcteflion of the fchcmes of the committee. 
I could not even afterward procure his attendance as a 
magiOratei ondifcovering in the gaol of Wexford, the 
iBurderer of mr. Nowlan, of Greek-ftreet ip Dublin, 
wlicnce he had fled, but was apprehended as a itranger 
not being able to give a good account of himfelf, and 
lodged in prifon. ^pprchenfive that this uiati might 
be let out, I fent to do£1or Jacob, as mayor of Wex- 
ford, to flate to him the rcafons for his detention until 
I could get an anfwer of a letter I had written to 
-Publin, but doflor Jacob did not attend, yet fo right 
was I, that on my inforipaiion, the man was ordered 
to Dublin, where he turned king's evidence againfl his 
accomplices, who were accordingly brought to trial, 
condemned and executed. The fame reafon, I do fup- 
pofe, operated on the doflor, on this as well as former 
occaTtons ; and had it not been foi the gaoler, who 
prevailed 
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pTcvaifed on the military comlnanclier to detain this 
fellow> who had been t-aken jiip only as a (iifpicioiis 
llranger> he might hive efcaped^ 

Brigade itiajor Fitz-Gerald was Tent to me from 
general Hunter, to enquire particolarly into my iitua* 
tion, and I demohdrated it to I^iin> from moil auihen- 
tic and convincing documents, in fuch a manner, that I 
can't convince the world of his cOnvJftJon of the ini- 
quitous pvafliees of the committee agkinft me, better 
than in his own words, in a letter written to me at <a 
(ubfequent period^ which is Jhfci'ted th ihc Appendix* 
No. in 

I ^refented ill i{ll thirteen 6r fcTttrt^cri themorials to 
be liberated or tried, but the aflive malevolence of my 
pcrftcutors prevented them from being attended to. 
In the month of January 1799, I made an application 
io be removed to Dublin. A writ of habeas corpus 
iras accordingly iffued from the court of king's bench* 
ordering the fherifF of the county to bring me up, and 
a notice was ferved on the attorney general to come 
forward if he had any charge againft me. This was 
however fuperfedcd by a fecretary's wdrtant being fent 
to general Grofe,' he detained me upon it, and, 
although I then became a ftate prifoner, I had none of 
^he adi^antages or indulgences allowed people in that 
iituation> and of which, froirt toy ftate of health, I 
^ood in utmoft need. The fufpenfiori of the habeas 
CORPUS aft obliged me toptit up with my fituation, and 
Imoft have remained a prifoner, God knows how long, 
had not my perfecutors ovef^fhot their mark, by endea- 
vouring to fmuggle me ofF in a manner contrary to 
every law known or cnafted in this country ; not reft- 
fftg contept with having me a ftate prifoner, from 

which 
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which fituation Icould not have extricated myreir, if 
not enabled by their iniquity. 

The prifoners which had been firft tried by court- 
martial in Wexfni-d, anJ fentenced to tranrportatloni 
previous to thepafTing of the law that legalifed trial by 
court-martialj were held over till the fpriag affizes of 
1799. My name was returned in the crown book as 
nnder fcntence of tranTportation, and 1 fhould have 
been Teot'ofF immediately after the affiles, along with 
all the reft of the profcribed, had I not made an appli- 
cation) by Ictterj to judge Chamberlain, denying that 
I had ever been tiied or petitioned for traiifportation ; 
and that) as lie himfelf had granted a writ of habeas 
CORPUS, 10 have me removed to Dublin, the January 
bcforej I confideied myfclf under his prote£lioo, and 
that of the court of king's bench ; and hoped that my 
fituation, as unfortunaif^ as unmerited, which I was 
ready to prove, would induce him not to famflion any 
fcntence of tranfportation againfl me. My letter was 
delivered to him as he was going into court, and he 
held it in bis hand, while he publicly declared from 
the bench, that. " although he did not ufually attend 
to private letters in his iuiiicial capacity) yet he had re- 
ceived a letter from mr. Hay, a prifoner then confined 
in the gaol of Wexford, and that, if the contents of ir 
were true, his fituation mufl be deplorable indeed ; and 
he added, that if nothing appeared againft him, he 
would liberate him next day." The letter at the re- 
queft of the grand jury was delivered to them, and it 
was now found abfolutely necefiary) for my detention, 
to procure informations againft me. Accordingly a 
magiftrate came down to the gaol, and called for a 
noted informer, (fincc condemned to be hanged for 
murder, but whofc fcntence was commuted to tranfpor- 
taiion 



tation for his fervicess) brought him into the gaoler's 
apartments^ in an adjoining houfe^ called the biide- 
well> over which I was confined^ and the cieling under 
ine was fo bad^ that liftening with attention> I could 
hear a great deal of what pafied below ftairs. In fuch 
a fituation> it is natural to fuppofe I availed myfelf of 
this advantage, aad could diftinSly hear the informed 
threatened to be hanged if he would not fwear againft 
tne ; and it was promifed that his life (hould be fpared 
if he would. Converfation followed now and then ia 
a higher tone, fo that I was able to underftand that the 
infornaer would not fwear to the examinations firft pro- 
pofed and brought. ready written, in the maglftrate's 
own hand-writing, and he now, out of fury and dif- 
appointment, tore them to pieces. Threats however 
at laft vprevailed on the murderer to fwear to othey 
examinations framed m a more palatable form againft 
ine. The name of another gentleman I alfo heard 
mentioned j; but the point of fwearing againft him was , 
hot infifted on. When tHe magiftrate departed* I 
aiked to be let out to walk, and accofted the informer 
on meeting him, to know how it \^as poSible for him 
to fwear any thing againft me? He told me,, that as 
he had heard me fay I was not afraid of any thing that 
inight be fworn againft me, he thought it ho harm, as it 
was to fave his own Jif^ ; and that certainly what he 
bad fworn could not affe6tinine. After minutely relating 
the ftory of hi^ being fo obliged to fwear, (and which 
perfeilly coincided with what I was able to hear,) he 
put me in the way of getting the fcraps of the torii 
examinations, which I immediately fet about arranging, 
and have them now pafted together in regular order, 
as an exifting, incontrovertible proof of the fubor-^ 
nation, and unravelling the whole of the nefarious plot 
formed againft me^ as well as expofing the atrocious 
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dencci when counfel for the CroW'n'gave up the pvofe- 
cution ; otherwife the public would have been iri 
polTellioii of feveral tranfaiSlions in a far fuller manner 
than I can fcr foith at prefent. — I was nine months" 
confined before any chaige on <ja!h Was made againll 
mc ; and this, it mu£l be thought, was fufficient time 
to bring fonh any human conception, and ought iheri - 
to have niturally entitled me to a political deliveiy. 

' The grand jury now found bills of indi^roent againR 
me for high treafon. There were feveral, ladies and 
gentlemen at tea with me and fome of my feUow-pii- 
foners, (who were nfiei-ward honourably acquitted) in 
the evening, »'hen-a gentleman came'to vlfit me> as 
'he had done feveral times before, and in the prefencC 
of the whnle company, he declared that he had been" 
hooktilii: to profecute me. Me mentioned, that while" 
liCIening to the trials in the court-houfej he was fum- ■ 
toQ'!K& before the grand jury, where he was queflloned 
about a converfation he had unguardedly held refpie^ting 
me, wliich ir wasieprefcfited as his doty to fwcario, and 
he was bound overio profecute/ He however imagined 
that wliat he had fwoan could not injure me, and he' 
then related to us msny other circumfiances that com- 
pletely did away what he Iiad faid before the grand 
jury. Several others dfo came and informed me, that 
upon being fummoned and fworn before tins (ribunal, 
they were afkcd if they knew any thing cond^rning me' 
doling the ififurrciSiion ? and that lliey acknowledged' 
ibcy did with gratitude, as I had faved their lives o^ 
"^operties, 6r comforted them in one way or oihci' 
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in their afflictions. It was then put to them on thciu • 
paths whether I could do fo without having great 
authority ? But this they confidercd I had not^ as 
they declared that it was-for giving them informatioi^ 
of their danger^ and adviiing them how to aft, they 
were indebted to me, and pn ftatipg that they knew 
nothing againft jne, they were difmiffed..— rl was. 
brought down to the court* houfe to be* arraigned^ and 
when the indiflment was read, I declared my felf ready, 
for trial upon getting a lift of the witneffes to \>e pro- 
duced againft me. This mr. juftice Chamberlain 
ordered to be given to me> but faid I (hould not be tried 
thofe ai&zes> and would not liften to any argument I 
could urge> but inft^nUy reip^nded iQe- back to g^gU I 
bave bq«p iqforoied» ^nd have gpod reafon to believe^ 
that tny perfecutor^ reprefented " they had not enterr 
tiained an idea that I fhould not be tranfported, and 
were therefore totally unpr^p^red (o prpceed againft 
^e ; and thi^t whs^t made me fo anxious to hurry on my^ 
trial was> that (ht evidence they had to produce^ 
againft me was not in Wexford ; but that> againft thei 
^nfuing afli^es:^ they hoped tp be able (o conyi^Cl pie 1 T'l 

Some time after this, in the fummer of 1799, a dif«? 
tinguifhed gentleman of property^ and conftant grand 
juror of the county of Wexford, mentioned publicly iu 
the canal ps^flage boat on his way to Dublin, that *« mr^ 
Hay wanted feveral times to be tried by court mah- 
TiAL, which was fortunately prev^ntecj, asaMiLi- 
qrARY TRIBUNAL would pay too ipuch attc;ition tp 
^ADiss and officer^ as witnejDTes for mr. Hay; but 
that a Wexford jury would not be fo fqueamifti. It 
was a providential circumftance that mr. Hay had himfelf 
Remanded a trial by jury, as it would inevitably 
proy^ fatal to hitm inftead of the BM\^ of t^^s- 
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" poRTATiON intended for him," This and many 

fuch declarations the affenors arefince aftamcd ofi 

On all occafions that I poffibly can, I avoid mention- 
ing names, as I coniider frveral have been led into error. 
ihro'pARTY pREjucicE, wbich compHmeot I hopc 
may fecuie the concurrence of many gentlemen in pro- 
moting UNION and harmony among all defciiptiona 
of their countrymen. I regret t!ie charafler of an 
hiflorian obliges me to mention fotne, however, on 
jny part, free from any intention of perfonaliiy or of- 
fencC) but a correfl flatement of fails from authorities 
I deemed undeniable; howeveii Oiould I have been 
led into any involuntary error, and if any gentleman 
{hould think himfcif injured, I fhall be proud to be 
undeceived, and fhall be happy on a candid invcfligaiion 
to do ample juflice to him, by declaring truth in the moil 
confpicuous manner. On the other hand, the times 
ha*e been fuch, that I have omitted many at their own 
requefi. irhofe meriiorious anions ftight be recorded to 
(heir honour, which along with other unavoidable 
wants may, when prejudice is tjiflipated, be publiflied 
at a future period. 

Six magiftrates of the county afterwards formed 
thctefelves into an iacjulfitorial court, eonfifling of the 
fight hon. Georcb Oglk, James Boyd. Richard 
Newton King, Edwari> Perceval, Ebenezer 
Jacob, M, D. and John Henry Lvster, efqrs. 
TheyaiTcmblcdatthe houfe of James Boyd, and fum- 
Inonsd hundreds before them, whom they fworc to give 
fuch information as they could concerning the rebellion. 
About fifty perfons have inrorroed me, that they wevt 
pviocipally qucdioned concerning mc ; and upon their 
9cfthoTiFle(igii'^^9t ihejr were indebted to me for life» 
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property, orconfolation, as th(5 cafe may have been, 
they were ftriflly queftjoned, evidently with a view to 
criminate n)e> whether I could have done fo without 
great power or authority with the iafurgents ; but the 
confciences of thefe pcrfons on their oaths did not war- 
rant them to make fucTi a deduction ; and on being fi- 
nally interrogated whether they knew any thing againft 
me and their anfwering in the negative, they weredif- 
miffed. Thefe perfons alfo informed me, that they 
had heard feveral others too declare, that they had 
been queftioned about me, and even fome who had "no 
perfonal knowledge of me whatfoevcr ; fp that I have 
ftrong realbn to believe, that no means were left un- 
tried to criminate me. My conduft has certainly un- 
dergone flrifter invefligation than that of any other 
iperfon in Ireland, and fuch, as I believe, that of the 
mdft unexceptionable of my perfecutors would not pafs 
through unblemifhed' ^hile mine is irreproachable 
in the utmoft degree, having pafled with unimpeached 
honour the ordeal of the Wexford inquisition. 
We read of nothing that has gone fuch lengths in fo- 
reign cou(itries. — Even the inquifitors are by duty and 
oath to feek out all evidence a? well for ks againf^ 
their prifoners } ' 

The fummer affizes, in 1799, began in "V^^exford on 
Monday the Z4th of July, and being brought, up thaf 
day to be arraigned, I was aflced, whether I was ready 
for trial. This qucftion, I faid, I would anfwer when 
furnifbed with a lift of the witjtieffes to be producedt 
agaihil me. This baron Smith, (now lir Michael 
Smith, mafter of the rolls) the fitting judge ordered to 
he delivered to me ; and it was fent to me that evening 
by mr. William Harvey, the agent for the crown. Oii 
^[eceipt of |his I feiit off feveral ^itneflTes, which I had 

fummoned^ 
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fummdnedj bui for vphofe aiiendance I now conRdcicd 
niyfeU" to have no occalion. Ai laft my long-willied- 
for trial came forward, on Thurlday the 27th of Julyf 
i^nd although I was advifed that I might have availed 
mjrdf of the defeflivenefaof the indiiflment in point 
of form, and although I might alfo have proieiled 
Hiyfelf by the amnelly aiSt, if neceffary, yet I difdained 
to adopt fuch fubtcrfugeS) and declared myfelf ready 
to meet the whole of the charges againft me. Twq 
pnlyj out of the four witneH'es, named to me, weie 
ti'ought forward; but their cvofs examination com- 
pletely did away any thing injurious that could be In- 
ferred froip their direi^ teflimony. One of thefe was 
William Carty, the informer, who afterward pleaded 
guilty to an indictment for murder, was ccndi'mned to 
death, which fentence, in conTideraiioa of his ferviccs 
vas committed for tranfportaiion to Botany-bay ; anii 
aUhougt) h?lf what he had (worn was falfe, and in- 
dented to criminate me, yet in the event it turned out 
fo much to ray honour, that my counfel thouglit it not 
neceffary to impeach his credit, which I was wc]] pre- 
pared to do, he being the principal evidence for the 
crown. Although it, be obvious to infer- thiit furnifh- 
ing me with a lifl of the -witnelTes, was a palpable con- 
fent to produce no others againft ine but thofe named 
therein, yet on (he difappointment of the failure in the 
fvidence pf the two firft, oihtr witncfles, not named iq 
the lift, with which I was fuvniftied, were produced; 
and the moft piEitCL'ial of them was fworn of the jury 
then trying me; and (o him I certainly would have 
objefledi had I nut been thrown off" my guard by tho 
(rick praiSlifed for that purpofe. I was therefore to- 
tally unprepaied to rebut or explain any evidence he 
might offer, as, on receiving the lift, I had fent off' ' 
Fitiieflcs whofc leftimony would have, particularly 
bornQ 
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borne upon any thing he could allege. I muft how- 
ever, excufe counfellor O'Drifcol, the leading counfel 
for t!?e crown, frorii having any concern in this vile 
iranfaflion, as he mod honourably declared, that he 
ttras aftonilhed I fiad not been furniflied with this man's 
name, as th^ purport of his evidence was fet forth id 
his brief, which he held up and pointed to ; howevert 
he faid duty obliged him to ii»fifl: upon his being ex- 
amined, for that although it was the privilege of pri- 
foners accufed otf high treafon in England, that no 
other witnefles but thofe named in the lifts furniflied, 
fhou^ b6 prbduced agatnft them, yet the law did not 
Entitle then! td fuch an indulgence in Ireland. Not- 
withftanding all thefi^ difadvantagei, I wats honoura* 
bly acquitted. Baron Smith declared in hisi charge* 
that I had undergone the moft virulent perfecution,' 
that my loyalty w^ unimpeachable, and that if the 
jury attempted to find me guilty, as fomc juries had 
afled contrary- to law arid jaftice thofe affizes in Wei^- 
ford, I might take advantage of the amnefty bill, by 
moving arreft of judgments and that I ftiould be in- 
ftantly difcharged, fo that they might as w^ll give toe 
at once the acquittal I deferved. 

I walked about the town publicly that evening, and 
on the enfuing days until the judges and lawyers left 
Wexford on the conclufion of the aflizes. On Satur- 
day evening, the iQth of July, however, general 
Grofe arretted me in the ftreet, and gave me in charge 
to the gaoler, then along with him. I remonftrated, 
but was informed by the general, that it was repre- 
lented to him', that he could uot leave me at liberty 
until he knew the lord lieutenant's pleafure, as the fe- 
Cretary's warrant, by which I was before detained, had 
b^^rf direiled to him. I urged my honourable ac- 

qiiittal, 
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quittaU which the general acknowledged^ but flill Iic 
would not leave me at liberty. I then reque(led> that) 
if he cnnfidered it nccelTary to detain rac, he would 
inak.etlic town my pnTonj and might conlitler my ho- 
nour as his beft fccuiity ; but lliat I would procure 
him any ot'ier fecurily he would require. This re- 
qucft was nni complied witlii and I was condu£led back 
lo my former fiiuation in the gaoU and lodged there 
without any kind of indulgence above any oiher pri- 
ibner. After a lapfe of fnur days, howcvcrj the ge- 
neral pefmitted mc to walk out) followed by a military 
ferjeant. A near relation of mine, on my arrefl) fet 
, off for Waterlord, where the afionifbment of all ihc 
gentlemen of the Leiofler bar was e>;cited. upon hear- 
ing of my apprchenfionj after fuch an acquittal as that 
t)f which they had been wiinefTea, particularly counfellor 
O'Drifcol, tlic leading counfel for the crown on my trial, 
vho offered to prove and rubftanliate my honourable 
acquitfal Jn any manner that my lawyers rh'ight frjg- 
gefl. A memorial to the iord lieuieoant was now 
framed in my behalf, referring to baron, (now fir Mi- 
chael Smith, mafter of the rolls) and to jufiiee Cham- 
berlain, for the truth of its eontenta; and praying 
that no reference fhould be made to the Wexford gen- 
try, who had already alleged fo many falfehoods 
agaiod me, but to any liberal man, of independent, 
mind, at all acquainted with the circumllanccs of my 
cafe. This memorial was prefented to his excellency 
marquis Cornw/llis, by the earl of Donough- 
MORE, at whnferefidencche was then on a vifii. The 
confequencc was, that orders were immediately fent to 
general Grofe to liberate me,- and I was then releafcd 
from a confinement aUogeilicr of thiitecn months. 

I went 



iHitkoTbvtrioif. ixxilt 

I went to England in November 1799, And remained 
there until the month of February 1800. Four days 
after my arrival in Ireland^ a forged letter was written 
in my name to doilor Jacobs in fo Urigentlemanly a 
ftile as I hope 1 fhall never be guilty of, againft the 
meafure of the union. This letter wis alfo one of 
the dark contrivances of my perfecutors, (who have 
never com6 forward againft me in an open or manly 
manner,) and was evidently fabricated in order to get 
me confined, and this I fortunately difcovered time 
enough to prevent its execution, A member of parlia- 
ment, belonging to a ftrong party in favour of the 
tJNiON, luckily for me, drank a little more than ordi- 
nary, and declared that he underliood I had fperit 
fome time in England^ where I had paid vifits to no- 
blemen of the iiru diftin£^ion, and had concerted plans 
againft the union. Thefe fentimentsof oppofition I 
had luckily difcovered in a letter to do6lor Jacob, but 
that J fhould be taken care of and fecured ; that cer** 
tainly my talent for procuring (ignatiires could not be 
denied, but that I O)ould have no opportunity of exert« 
iBg it, as t fliould betaken up to prevent the dinger to 
be apprehended from my oppofition in the county of 
Wexford. This plot I had the* good fortune to dif- 
cover, as the information was conveyed to me with all 
the anxiety of friendftiipi and I found it to be but too 
true. My objeft then was to ^Vait on perfons of dif- 
tin£lion, well acquainted with my determination, as d 
eatholic, hot to interfere about /A^ union, and I was pro^ 
mifed their utmoft ihtereft and proteftion, fhould any 
finifter meafure againft me be attempted^ Without this 
t>r€caution, againft an intended blow^, of which mf 
friend got intelligence by mere accident, I fhould have 
been taken up and confined without knowing why or 
wherefore; as it was touching government at the 

e tidiei 
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timci in the tendered pointj and had the appearance of 
seal for the UNION under the made of the bafeR impo- 
litioo. I now wrote to doflor Jacob to fend me the 
letter, that it might enable me to find out its author, 
but was not favoured with aii anfwer, although I had 
learned that the doflor had declared, that I did not 
write the leiter, which I believe he perfeflly knew on 
receiving it. An ofCccr, who was a friend of mlnci 
was going down to the fpiing aflizes of Wexford, in 
April, iSooj and I commtflioned him to wait on the 
doi^or, to let him know, that if he would not pro- 
duce the letter, I flioufJ confider him as its author and 
treat him accordingly, in confequence of this, the 
doSor condefcended to write to me, excufing himfelf 
for npt having aiifwercd my letters fooner, not being 
able to find the forgery, which he then enclofed to 
IDC ; the author I have not yet been able Co difcover.* 

This is a curious fpecimen of party-prejudice. 
Thofe who had influence could have any one for 
wh'oni they entertained a perfonal diflike, taken upoii 
the fcore of public juftice; and too many irftances of 
("he kind occurred, fuggeded by private malice. The 
circumflance of my difcovering tliis letter in time was 
I'AChei fortunate, as it fetured me pxjwerful fuppori in 
tiCe of any future attempt. The times were fuch, 
Iio*eVer, that I confidered it better to be peculiarly 
tatitious and circumfpefl, to prevent the poffibility of 
my aflions being mifreprefcntcd ; and I even ihoughe 

it 
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it prudent to overlook many things which I fliould 
have properly noticed at any other period ; but as I 
had dreadful experience of the hardfliip of confine- 
ment;, I was not willing to rlfque again being in the 
fame predicament, although I could defy the utmo(l 
malice of my (enemies, if they would dare openly to 
avow themfelves ; but during thp fufpenfipn of the 
habeas corpus afl: no man could be fecure from the ran- 
cour of party-fpirit, which I fear it will ftijl take much 
time to allay, before numbers are brought back tp 
their fober fenfes. I have had conftant opportunities 
of obferVing the baleful effefls of being led away by 
party. — I have known men, whona I believe to be na- 
turally w.ell inclinjed, if their difppfitions wiere not 
warped by the virulence of fuch complinipns, as they 
think it neceffary to affociate with, left their loyalty 
may be ctlierwife Impeached; join in afls of outrage 
and excefs ; varying their condufl according to the 
|:cmper of their affociates, pr the circumftances that 
inay occur, and coi^defcending, now and again, to 
ipeak only to individuals whom it wa5 happy for thejji^ 
to meet in the hour of misfortune, and to whom they 
owe any (bare of charafler they ftill retain ; but fo loft 
to all fenfe of gratitude, that the mere condefcenfion of 
fpeaking is never exhibited in the prefencc of certain 
individuals, or where there may be any poffibility of 
its being obferved by fuch charaflers. As for my fe If 
I was fo calumniated and reviled during my confine- 
ment, when I had hot the power of count^rafilion, that 
evil rumour wrought fo much on fome of n)y former 
acquaintance as to ocipafton their aiTuming the appear- 
ante of not knowing me ; but I was even with them ia 
pitying their pufillanimity and littlenefs. I was well 
prepared for fuch pccurrenccs; and I have made it an 

invtriable rule with myfelf, not to j^ppear to know 

e a any^ 



XKXKl , IKTRODOCTIOM. 

any former acquaintances* until firft known by them ; 
confidering that my misfortunes entitle me to the fiifl 
compliment ; and fome have after a time returned to 
former civiliiy> and excufed themfelvcs on being un- 
deceived) as having been milled by falfc information. 
Indeed the fpirit of mistaken loyalty waafo zea- 
lous, that it induced many to fabikate lies which re- 
quired numberlefa others to fupport tlicm; nay, the 
public mind was fo led aflrayj that truth itl'elf, by va- 
rious mifconllru^ions, was pciverted into abfo!ute 
falfehood. I remember on my firft coming to Dublin 
after my acquittal) that feveral perfons told mci hove 
diflrefliDg it was to them to hear many falfehoods re- 
lated of particular inflances of which they had tbem- 
felves been witnelTeS) but which their timidity pre- 
vented them from contradii^ing. On my mentioning 
that I would not sQ-la a manner that might fanclion 
falfehood, by remaining filent in the prefence of ita 
. known affeitorsj I was entreated not to give them as 
authority. 



I have afterward chanced to fall into company with 
thefc retailers of fabricated reports, and on my men- 
tioning faQs as they happened, but which I was in- 
formed they had previoufly mifrcprcfented, ihey 
remained as filent as thofe who fometimc before were 
overawed by their arrogance- Others of my acquaint- 
ance ansioufly enquiring about the heroifm and mag- 
nanimity of their fricnd^j have been vaflly difappoiatcd 
at my not confirming the accounts they had before re- 
ceived, and my being in truth obliged to declare the con- 
trary. Upon being informed that the fafls were report- 
ed quite otherwife, I always anfwcred by exprefling a 
defire to be confronted with the narratorsj where it 
would be eafy to judge who !ol J truth, So many an4 
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fo various have the impofHions on the public becn> 
that it is truly aftonifliing bow fuch a compilation of 
falflioods could be fabricated and heaped togethei ; 
and it would^ indeed^ be a Herculean taik to attempt 
to anfwer them^ as it would in general take ten times 
the extent of a falfe ftory to difprove ^od fet it afide ; 
fo that it would be too tedious and tirefome for public 
perufaH and would prove an endlefs fource of con- 
troverfy and contradiflion. I therefore do not enter 
the lifls againft any one> but endeavour to give a true 
(latement of what has happened, without attempting to 
palliate or falflfy ; and I requeft the reader to conlider 
that I have been an eye-witnefs of fome of the prin- 
cipal events> and therefore could not readily be im- 
pofed upon. I have befides the (:orifQboration of per* 
fons of all parties to fupport me in fuch a manner as 
to prove convincing to every one inclined to hearken 
to truth ; and I am fqrc it muft prove grateful to ev,ery 
benevolent mind to be convinced^ that all the horrors 
perpetrated in the year 1798, were the confequence of 
party- prejudice, ^ow generally fuppofed to have been 
urged forward from political motives to weaken the 
country, by fetting the people by the ears. Troops 
. were atfirft cpiployed, as it were to crufh difturbancesj^ 
in order to put down one patty; and thqfe on the othe? 
fide were no^ aware of their iituation until a power 
was eftablifhf d fuperior to all pso'ties ^ and the bittereft 
complaints have befn made by the oppofers of the 
u]^iON> ^bat they themfcilves contributed moft with- 
out knowing it until i| was too late, to carry- 
that meafure. A diiTertat'^on on the union is not my 
prefent objed : I only want to ntake all ranks and de- 
crees of my countrymen fenlible that union and 
harmpnt among themfclves will prevent the poffibi- 

Uly ftf tlK\¥ beifi^ j)i»^ dowJtt 1^ any powe? on earth, 

pv?ry 



PStlZTIU lNTROT>«CTION. 

Every point of view, in which tins defirable objefl is 
put, muft conttibuie to fliew its Iieavenly piinciple, 
and I hope this may have due weight to caufe (inccre 
endeavours for iis accompliflimcnt. 

f What I confider moft lamentable in Ireland, is the 
'■ dreadful prevalence of religious prejucice and 
its baleful confequcnces. This is fo inculcated even in \ 

infancy, that it is fcarcelj- tr. be eradicated by any fu- . 

' turc conviiiion or expeiience, however evident ils mif- , 

chief and abfurdity. I Oiall endeavour to exemplify I 

this by acoraparifon, oftiic apincfs of which everyone i 

mud be fenfiblc. Among the many odious and lamen- < 

table impreflions made on the tender minds of children, 
when in the care o( ignorant and iiliierale perfons, 
none is fo general as the tenor of gliolls and hob-gob- 
lins, related to make them obedient. Altliingh this all- 
powerful remedymayfor tliemoment diminilh the trou- 
ble of the keepers by makingtlic'childi'enmorefubfervi- 
ent, yet i[ oficn prevents the parents from coming to the 
knowledge of any thing it may diflate. I believe it has 
come wiliiin the obfervation of every one, [hat there 
are perfons of tJie mofl undoubted courage, who would 
be afraid to go up flairs in the dark, althougli they 
would face a cannon in the day-lime; and of this 
weakncfsthey cannot dlvcft tJiemfelves, although they 
ipay be long convinced of the abfurdity of fuch noti- 
ons ; for fo deep a root do falfe ideas take in the infant 
mind, that mature good fenfc and conviiSion are una- 
ble to ihake offtlieir fliackles. So it is with all e*r- 
LY IMPRESSIONS. IIow lamentable tjicn is it to io- 
cukate prejudice in the tender mind of youth, fo 
as to make tbem imbibe bigoted feniimems almoft with 
* their milk; cnflaving their un^erftanding in fuch a 
nianner, that it c?n fc^rccly ever become free from 

thei; 
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ly have ihc cfFcft of making parents enJeavour 
to pi-event their children from being led afliay by fuch ' 
hateful impreffions in early life, that lljcy may be 
brought to maturity unbialTed by any prejudice, and | 
thus may judge of things impartially of whicb 
they muft be othcrwire utterly incapable. Parents J 
cannot be fo felfifh as not to willi their children i 
much happinefs as pofliblcj or as they can at all pn 
cure them, and to this it materially contributes (and it j 
is a duty incumbent on all who have the care of chil- I 
dren) lo prevent false iMPRESStONS. Should thii ' 
falutary precept be carefully attended toi we may hope 1 
lo fee the rifing generation grow up free of thofe pre- I 
judices, which havej unfortunately for Ireland, pro- 
duced fuch dreadful confec|uence3. What a melancholy 
reflexion is it, that any perfon fliould be reared and 
educated wiLh the belief that the great majority of J 
his countrymen have vowed his deftruflron I Doef 1 
not fuch a conception naturally inculcate all kind of J 
diftrofli blading all confidence, and deflroying the ,1 
happinefs that would refult from harbouring more ch»- ' 
litable opinions ? Such notions it is not at all wonder- 
ful to find flrongly rooted in vulgar minds, that haveS 
not had the benefit of a good education ; but it is truly 1 
a national grievance, that men of the firfl rank antll 
rearing fhould be brought up with fuch horrid aatl] 
ABSURD PREJUDICES. I have heard foiuc of the moft' J 
dignified and exalted perfnnages in Ireland declarci' 
that great pains had been taken, in the courfe of theit j 
education, to imprefs their minds with an inveterate | 
diflike to roraan catholics; and that fo forcibly dic- 
tated were thefe bigoted precepts, that they firmly be- ' 
iieved them to be true, and that it was not wiihoat ■. 

L great exertion of mind they were afterwards able to 
bring 
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bring ihemrelves to keep company with people of 
' that communion. The terrors, however, climiiiinied 
by more frequent intercourfc ; and in proportion as 
this was cultivated, they became fenfible of the incul- 
cated error, and of the abfurdity of ihe prejudice 
againfl tlieir countrymen, and at length became the 
greateft fupportera of the catholic caufci As for my- 
felf, although I nowr profefs the raman catholic reli- 
gion, I fliouM not be of that communion one lingle 
hour, were the principles fuch as they are reprefented ; 
but catholics, I know, abhor and detefi the principles 
that prejudice has thought proper to attribute to them. 
Had thofe abfurdiiies any other than a rpe<:[ilative ex- 
iflcncc in the minds of fanciful and deiigning meiij 
wifhtng to bring public fentimcnt to fecond their views, 
trould the parliament have voted a free exercife of 
their religion ? If catholics did not reverence oaths, 
what could keep them from enjoying the honours of 
the ftate, fince an oath would completely qualify them ? 
Or, if they were as reprcfented, would fuch monfters 
be fuflered to exift, Jnfiead of being protefled and 
cherifhed by KING) LORDS, and commons ? Iwill 
only obferve that the greatert villains and hypocrites 
generally affume the mafk of religion, as the robbef 
does that of honefty, in order to cover finiRer defign 3 
and they are both, for private advantage, adepts in the 
art of deception. Htfiory furnifbes too many d-readtui 
examples of the fhocking effci^s of religious b i- 
coTRY; but it is the mifapplicatfon of religion, and 
not its cfTcntial principles, that urge inordinate fury. 
Of this we have had a flriking example in our own 
days. The riots in London in 1780, when the mob 
was unquell ion ably compoffed of protertants and difTcn- 
lers, forming an immenfe multitude, were c.-.tiied for 
the avowed deflraflion of ropE and fopery. It was 
impolhbte 
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iinpOJfible that their views could be iiiiflaken> as they 
proceeded not only in avowed enmity to the catholics, 
themfelvesi by deftroying their piupertyi by burning I 
their houfes and places of worflilp, but they even daB f 
molifhed tlifc houfes of members of parliament, who 1 
had fupported a bill previnufly pafTed for the relief oC' J 
the catholics of England; and although the famaj 
fpirii was tnanifefled at Edinburgh^ Bath) Bildol, andil 
other parts of England, yet the parliament did a(A% 
feem aware of the object of the rabble. The tall 
riots in Birmingham are alfo of the famt nature, and 
lend to prove that religion is only the pretext gene- 
rally a ffumed to cover the greatefl enormities ; but it 
is not at all to be inferred) that the reliEioii of any. 
chriftian feiS inculcates fuch principles as their adher- , 
ems exhibit by their aiSiions, otherwife it might be faid 
with equal feafability, that the chriftian religii)n en- 
courages fin, becaufe chriftians commit fin; but the 
paiable of the good Samaritan, one would think, 
fhould do away all prejudice between al! forts of chrif- 
tians. Were I abfurd enougfi to advance, that the pro- 
tenant religion inculcated tlie deftruflion of caiholics> 
and that it could be clearly deolonftrated from many- 
examples, but particularly to be deduced from nie afls 
and avowals of the people of the capital of t.'je church 
of England, as before ftatedj I think I (lioulJ be more 
juftifiable than thofe who venture to alTert, (what is 
very aftonifJiing that many are led to believci) that ca- 
tholics ar,c vowed for the dcflruflion of proteftanis. In 
thctranfaflions even of the year 179k), in the county of 
Wexford, fuch a principle was not m,aintained, but the 
contrary manifeflcd by evei7 public avowal; b,it in 
different pans of England and ScotlaJid, and in Iieland 
itfclfjinthecounty of Armagh, in theyeari7q5,iireadlul 
fentioienta appeared agiinft catho^i^ :. There are truly 
f individntt 
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Irdividaal m.onflers of all parties, who would deflroy 
tvery one not of their own way of thinking, were 
they not reftrained in their evil inclioKtions by fear or 
force ; and their principles are unfortunately too 
widely diffufed, and encouraged by thofe, who, with- 
out aflually committing murder [hemfelves, frequently 
occafion its committal by fubtle affertion and implica- 
lion of principles too dreadful to be admitted among 
chridians I 

1 fhall not by any meaoi pretend to excufe any bad 
aftioD] let it originate from what caufe it may; and 
although I maintain that the catholic religion incul- 
cates the principles of charity and general morality as 
much as any other on earth, I (hall condemn the bad 
aftions of catholics as much if not more than thofe of 
any other religious perfuafion. My whole object in 
giving this account to the public is to promote union 
and HARMONY, as much as it lies in my power, among 
all defcriptions of my countrymen ; and if I knew of 
any other and better mode to cifeifl this defirable 
objefl, I certainly would adopt it. But I conceive it 
mainly neccITaiy to give an account of what I tiiink I 
am mailer of now, and for this reafon it is that I con- 
fine myfelf for the prclent to the county of Wexford, 
where, quite contrary to my inclinations and willies, I 
was fo critically placed as to be an eye-witncfs of what 
pafTed ; but this enables me now to be die better judge 
of hearfay evidence, let it come from what quarter it 
may; and I hope my execution of this flcetcli will 
procure fuch fatisfaflory intelligence as will enable 
me to give a general hiflory of Ireland, with the 
caufes leading to elucidate the events of that unfortu- 
nate period of 1798. To accomplilh this, I call on 
my countrymen in general, for aiiiilxncej and although 
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it would be inpo$ble for me to relate every tranfaCr 
tion that happened, it will however be neceffary that 
I fhall be in poffeflion of many occurrences that inay 
tend to prove the leading features of a general account; 
for particular indances, though not recited, will hold 
-their place effentlally upon a general principle. I truft 
this will prove a fufficient apology to thofe who have 
favoured *e with documents, which the limtts of my 
prefent work would. not permit me to give at full 
length ; however their advantage and ufe in the com- 
pilation, have been very great; fo that what might, at. 
firft view, appear a trivial ciicumftance, I fhall be glad 
to have an opportunity of ^rufing. I alfo hope, that 
the precaution I have already recomnnended, may be 
ufed ;' of fending it to a friend in Dublin, who may be 
good ^noagh to apply to my printer, where my addrefs 
jgiay be koowfi and forwarded to me without any dif* 
appointm^m:, where, on- delivery^ he may get it in- 
fert^d in a book, which is to be kept for that purpofe, 
v^ith his uddrefs as well as that of the writer; in order, 
thait if any further explanation fbould be required, I 
may not be at a lofs whexe to apply. All this precau- 
tion is eafy to be taken by fuch as may be kind enough 
to tranfmit matter of information ; and what would be 
little trouble; to each individual, would -fave me im-^ 
meofe .labour m detail. I hope therefore I fhall be 
e^fia^fed ^r being . fo particular, as I wifh to lofe as 
lUtlelime ^i poSible in contributing my mit^ for gefieraV 
iafbrniatipn. 

I 

I :" . . ■ 

Had I not the conciliation of all my countrymea 
very much at heart, I fhouid not venture on the ar- 
duous undertakiYig of giving a hiftory of the prefent; 
times. The various and contradictory materials pro- 
duced by contending parties, have exift^d to that de- 
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EFORE entering on the narrative of the late in- 
birredion in the county of Wexford, the caufes that 
produced it> and its calamitous con{<&quences> I think 
it neceflary to give a general flcetch of its geography 
and local circumftancesj together with a fhort topo- 
graphical outline of its boundaries, princiopJ rivers, 
harbours, and remarkable places, to render rcfeiences 
inore eafy and obvious; adding the efiimatc of its 
computed population in 1788, ftated by Mr. Bufbe> 
in the tranfaflions of the^royal Irilli acaderpy, and 
publifhed in 1790. 

The county of Wexford is a maxitiTne trafi on 
the fduth-eaftern coaft of Ireland, taking the utmoft 
limits within the fifty third degree oi north latitude, 
^nd between thefixth andfeventh of longitude wefl from 
London; being about thirty-nine mi-es long, trom 
north to fouth, and twenty-'ot. . broau from weft to eaft; 
bounded on the north moftly l^y tfie county of 
Wicklow* and in a very fmall part (towards tho^weft) 

B by 
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by the county of Carlow; on the eaft and foutli, hf 
that part of the Atlantic ocean, denominated the Iiini- 
fca, or Si. George's channel; and on tlie weft, from 
north 10 fouth, partly by the county of Carlow, and 
partly by the Barrow, a fine navigable river, deemed 
fecond only to the Shannon in Ireland, which divides 
it from the counties of Kilkenny and Waterfoi-d. 
In a direiSion from fouth-weil to norih-caftj the boun- 
daries of the county of Wexford, between it and the 
county of Carlow, are the long ridges of taoun- 
tains called Black-ftairs and Mount- Leinflcr, which 
arc divided by the defile of Scollagb-gap, the only 
liigh road into it from the Barrowto theSlaney, alNew- 
townbarry, whicli, together with Clonegal two miles 
farther up, is fituated partly in the county of Cavlow-, 
and partly in the county of Wexford ; but fouthward 
of the county of Wicklow, a chain of lofty moun- 
tains, opening with different defiles, riversandhigh hills, 
form a ftrong na'ural barrier to the county of Wcxford» 
which, thus phyfically fortified by fea and land, ap- 



I a diflriiS, which it bas 
; divifions of the country, 
or military. Thebifhopric 
1 Ireland, founded in the 
ry, is nearly co-extenfive 



pears naturally formed i 

certainly been by all anci 

whether ecclefiaftical, civil, o 

of Ferns, one of the oldeft i 

latter end of the lixth century, is ni 

with the county, only a fmall ftrip of land about 

Carnew, in the county of Wicklow, forming a part of 

the diocefe of Fernsj while the fee of Glcndalough 

includes two parilhes in the neighbourhood of CooU 

greny, in the county of Wexford, The Englifh ad- 

vcntureis having firft landed here under Fitz-Stepheii» 

in the reign of Henry the fecond of England, to afGtl 

in thereftoration of M'Morragh, king of Leiniler, it > 

became the ftrongeft military ftation of the invaders* 

*hile ihey were «fdcavouring to eflablifh ihemfelves 
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hi the country> and was one of the firft demarked 
' counties of the Englifti pale. 

Wexford is fixty-four milevs diftant from Dublii\> 
called by the old natives Loch-Garmain> by the 
Danifh invaders JVeifsford ; and after them, by the 
Englifhj Wexford, is the capital, or fliire and affizes 
town of the county, lituated in a hollow beneath a 
rifing hill, with a fouthern afpe6t, at the mouth of 
the beautiful river Slaney, which rifes in the county 
of Wicklow, takes a fouthern direflion, with little 
variation from Newtown -bar ry, 'till it paffes fome miles 
below Ennifcorthy, then fhapes its courfe from weft to 
caft, and empties itfelf by the harbour of Wexford, 
into the Irifli fea, or St. George's channel. This 
harbour is formed by two narrow necks of land, bend- 
ing towards each other like two arms clofing after an 
cxtenfion from the body, whicl> appearance the river's 
mouth affumes by its banks, not very unlike the old 
Piraeus of Athens. The extremities of thefe pcnin- 
fulas, denominated the Raven on the north, and 
Roflare on the fouth, form the entrance into the har- 
bour, which is about half a mile broad, defended by 
a fort -etefted at the point of Roflare. The harbour 
itfelf in fuperficial appearance, and from the view of 
a delightfully expanded fheet of water, muft be con- 
fidered extremely beautiful; but unfortunately it is fo 
fliallow, that veflels drawing more than eleven feet of 
water, cannot enter it, being impeded by a bar which 
is continually fliifting. The harbour, however, is 
certainly capable of vaft improvement ; and from its 
fituation, attention to this objeft muft prove of great 
national importance. Wexford was formerly poflefled 
of fome general tra£Sc, but now it is nearly limited to 
Ibe corn trade ; and the manufafturc of m.alt is fo con- 

B % fiderable^ 
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fitJerahlp, that tliis diftnfl was foine years agoi com- 
putei! i(> produce one fourth of ihe revenue raifed on that 
article in lieland. Tlie town is furroundcd by its an- 
cient wall, fiill pcrfefl, tjtcept at ihedifFerent entrances 
which have hcen broken down for public convenience. 
The ruins of churches and abbeys are to be feen, 
which even in neglefl and decay, exhibit marks of 
ancient magnificence ; and the proteftant church* 
roman catholic chapel, ' market-houfej : 
racks, buildings which arc not inferior lo ihofe of 
other places, of equal, or pcrhapsi fuperior impoit- 
ance. The general appearance of the town, is, how- 
ever, very indifferent, the ftreets being very narrow, 
and having but few good houfes; yet it is Jn a ftate of im- 
piovenient, and when the quay fliaU be filled in and 
well banked, an operation now in progrefs, it will, in 
ail likelihood, induce people lo pay moie attention to 
the an of building, as the filuation is inviting. The 
remarkable wooden-bridge built in 1795, over 
the mouth of the Slaney, leading northward from" 
the town, is undoubtedly a very great curiofity, 
being fifteen hundred and fifty-nine feet long, with a 
portcullis, and thirty-one feet wide thiough its whole 
extent, with a loll-houfe at each extremity. On each 
fide are foot-ways, ornamented wiih chincfe rail- 
ings fuppnned by ftrong bars. There are alfo two 
xecciTes, with feats for ihelter againft fudden fhowers ; 
for it is the ienii walk of the town, and thus contributes 
much to the tolls collected to defray the expence of 
the building. About two miles up the river, there is 
alft) another wooden-bridge with a portcullis, at a 
place called Carrig, where the fiift fquare callle built 
in Ireland was reared by Fitz-Stephen, after the fand- 
iiig of Strongbow. Many other caftles arc to be feen 
■ ■ throughout 
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throughout the county, particularly in the baronies 
of Forth and Bargy. There do not at prefent exift 
any traces of round towers; but there are innumerable. 
Paniili forts and raths. Wexford returns one mem- 
ber to the imperial parliament. 

Taghmon is on the road from Wexford to Rofs, at 
the foot of the mountain of Forth. It lies inland, 
has a market 9 fairs, and a pod-office, alfo th& remains 
of an old caille, and is furrounded by good lands. 

New Rofs fixty-feven miles from Dublin, and 
nineteen weft of Wexford, is lituated on the Barrow, 
and well Rationed for trade, in which it is rapidly 
improving, as well as in the appearance of the town 
itfelf, which has been greatly retarded from the 
want of proper encouragement. It is built on the 
fide of a hill, conjmanding a beautiful viev^ of the 
jiver, and part of the county of Kilkenny, the paf- 
fage to which, over it is by a fine wooden bridge, 
from the upper part of the quay, wifh a portcullis, 
foot-ways, chinefe railings and receffes in the centre. 
Here are the ruins of abbeys and fome churches ; 
part of one of the latter now forms the proteftant 
church.' The old town walls were flanding until 
lately, and t heir partial deftruflion was much regretted 
on the attack of the infurgents in June 1798. It 
, returns a member to parliament. 

Ennifcorthy lies fifty-eight miles from Dublin, fif- 
teen from Rofs, eleven from Wexford by land, and 
fourteen by the windings of the Slaney which waters 
it, and whofe banks are; unrivalled in beauty ; but 
it is to be lamented that its navigation has not been 
attended to, as at a fmall expcnce, it could be fo 
*• • V improved 
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improved as to render Ennifcorili)' a very flouiifliing 
town, which alfo feels the difadvaniage of not pofief- 
fing ttie foftering care of a rericlent lond-loid. It 
vould be a moft excellent fimation for canying oa 
any kind of manufaiSture. When woods were in 
greater abundance tn Ireland, it was remarkable for 
its iron works, fome of whicS are ftill exifting near 
il ; there now remain the extenlive woods of 
Kilaughram in its neighbourhood. The town now 
exhibits a melancholy pi£)ure of the devaftatioA con^ 
feqncnt on civil war, being moflly deftroyed during 
tTie infurreflion in 1798, which, among other efFeas, 
lias ocealioned ks not being, what it othcrwile would 
have been, one of the reptefentative towns of Ireland. 
A fine old caflle is dill Id toli:rabLe repair, and the Cows 
is rebuilding very faft. 

Gorey. ov Ncwhorough is forty-two miles from 
Dublin* nine from Arklow, twenty-two miles north 
of Wexford, and fifteen from Ennifcorthy. It lies 
inland, has little or no trade, but what arifes froia 
fails and markets, and is a pofl towQ. 

Ferns lies Cix miles from Ennifcorthy, and nine 
from Gorey J is a bifliop's fee, fince the refor- 
mation united Co LeighUn in the protellant, but never 
»anexed in the catholic church. It was founded by 
St. Maod'og, (pronounced by tlie inhabitants, and 
written at this day St. Mogiie,) in reverence of whom 
the primacy of Leinfter was transferred to it from 
Kildare, towards the latter end of the fixth century. Part 
of the very large old church, now grand^even in ruin, 
dedicated to him as lirft biflinp, conftitutesthe prefent 
cathedral. His fcpulchrc is even ftill prcferved and 
in good repair, in pan of the parent church, having 
been re fcued from obfcuijty by one of the late bifhopa. 

The 
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liic epifcopal palace is contiguous to the town, and 
is its principal ornament. Here alfo Aand the ruins 
of an abbey, and of the memorable cafllcof Dermod 
M^Moiragh, king of Leinfter, whither, as his prin- 
cipal refidence, he retired with the beauteous and 
fatal Dervorgal, daughter of O'Malfechlin king of 
Meath, and wife of O'Rorke prince of Breifny, now 
denominated the county of Leitrim, from whom, by 
every wily contrivance,' he is faid to have feduced/ 
and perfuaded her to elope with him, which eventu- 
ally produced one of the moft momentous epochas, as 
marked with one of the greateft and moft ferious revo- 
lutions, that occurs in the hiftory of Ireland, pro- 
ducing a complete, and total change in its laws, cuf- 
toms, government and proprFetors ; and in a great 
extent even in its population ; and finally, in our own 
days, in its imperial dominion and independence. — 
This libertine and licentious deed introduced the 
adventuring Anglo-Norman chiefs, at the head of 
the Welch or Britifli, and Englifh invaders; who 
Dy long and perfevering efforts, eftabliflied a tranfcen- 
dent afcendehcy in Ireland. For Dermod odious as 
notorious for other a6ls of tyranny and violence> 
attra61ed by this flagitious ci'ime, the aggravated' ex- 
ecration and refentment of Roderic O'Connor, the 
reigning monarch, as well 'as of all the other chiefs 
and princes of the land ;' who making common caufe 
againft the execrable outrage, forced him out of the 
liland, whithei: he ere long returned, introducing 
thofe invaders, (from one of whom I am myfelf de- 
fcended;) who ultimately fucceeded in its utter re- 
duftion. Hence it cannot be fantaftical to deem in 
fimilitude Dermod the Paris, - Dervorgal the Helen, 
ferns the Ttoy, and the Anglo-Norman and Welch 
adventurers, the Greeks of Ireland, and were there 

another 
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liber Homer in exiftcncej he might reioicc in 
having a fecond equivalent fubj:;£l, to difplay anew 
hifl powers. At all events, the Iiilli have to exclaim 
ID fympathy with the Trojans in Virgil, from a iimL- 

larity of circumftanecs, 

" fulmn'Troti, full Ilium tt incent 



r these were Irijh — they fuff^Jfei inmlnion — ihey 
e greatly renOuined — But they are now no more .' — 

The Englidi, when eftablifhed in the baronies of 
Forth and Bargy> willing to extend theii' do- 
jninion over the whole county of 'Wexfordi en- 
, countered very vigorous refiflance. Forced by various 
opprcflionsi the natives rofe under a youthful heio», 
of the ancient royal blood, Arthur M'MurcLad 
O'Cavanagh, who defeated them in feveral rencoun- 
ters, and hroiiglit the pale to the verge of deflvuelion. 
Qn this occ.nlion Richaid II. of Ergland» haflcned to 
its afliflange with forty-thoufand men ; but foiled and 
defeated by the Leintlcr chieflair» he was glad to 
puvchafe prefent fafety by a diflionnurable peace ; 
and perhaps this expedition was the caufe of his loling 
both life and crown. The chiefs of the pnlei a,fter 
repeated and fruitlefs contefls, in which the beft 
Englilb generals were- defeated, thought themfelves 
happy in obtaining toleration to remain in Ireland, on 
condition of paying a yearly tii'oute to the chieftain 
of Leinllev. This tax is well known under the name 
of hiack rem, which continued to be paid until 
the Reign of Henry VIII. In fine, t^e inhabitants 
of that quarter of Ireland including Wexford, were 
always remarkable for their bravery ; and in lattcE 
times the We^tfordianii had Che Himncfs and courage ta 
refift 
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tefift Ci;otnwell, after the reft of the ifland was inti- 
inidatcd, partly by the fame, and partly by the ex- 
perience of his cruelties and vlflories. 

Were it not for thefe circum fiances, Fern^ would at 
prefent pxcite little confideratiori, being otherwife 
toean and of little importarice; 

Buftclody,%nt)w Newtown-Barry, is fituated partiy 
in the county of Wexford, and partly in the county of 
Carlow, forty- nine miles froin Dublin, and tcii 
north of Ennifcbrthy on the Slaney, where the fitil- 
ation is admirably beautiful ; and although Newtown- 
Barry cannot affume thci name of a town, in its ftriAeft 
^fiie, it is incomparable as a village. Its importance 
in ajnilitary point of view, pronounces it one of the 
principal keys of thfcxrounty of WexfOrd. 

Featbard,^ Bannowi and Clomines, were boroughsi 
*wt long fihce have fallen into decay ; the filver and 
Jcadiaines in their neighbourhood^ when worked^ 
^ade thetri of fome confequence. 

The high arid extenfivfc mountains of Blacic Stairs, 
Jind mount Leintter already mentioned, feparate the 
bounty of Carlow from the county of Wexford, as 
^roghati mountain^ with others of inferior note, 
<lmde the latter from thfe county of Wicklow. Within 
^}^t countjr itfelf, Jtre the mountains of Forth, b^tweeni 
"^exford and Taghmoh; as are Camarus, Carrig- 
"yj'ne, Slieykeltra and Brie, between Rofs, Taghmon^ 
^d Ennifcorthy ; Sli^ye-buy, which lifes cOnically, 
tadCartigrew, n^ai* Ferns, and Tara-hill, north of 
^rcy ;; intermixed with feveral fmall hills and cmi- 
fences, forming an uhdulativc appearance ; in fuch a 

C Vktntktt 
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r thst no pan of ihe county can be termcdletely 
except the baronies of Forth and Hargy, foutli oF tho 
town of Wexford. On the foutljern coaft are [wo 
bays of little note, but their fuperficial appearance — 
thofe of BdUytiegue and Bannow, into the latter of 
which runs the river of that name, which is palTable 
at the point called the Scar, at low water j tlic Sdltec 
iflands, round which ibcie is a confiderable lobfter 
add crab fifliery, and which in the limis^of falconry, 
vere femous for producing the moft excellent hawks^ 
lie niae milesoff the coafti oppofite che bay of Bally- 
tiegue. Duncannon fort is a military ilation on the 
{bore, commanding the entrance of the Barrow, of 
H-bich and the Slaney there is fufficient mention and 
obfcrvation made already, and fureiy of ' Bannoai's 
hanks,' wc have heard enough. On the Barrow are 
three ferries, between the county of Wexford and 
Ihofcof Kilkenny and Walerford ; the two firft arc, 
one at Mount garret, above Rofs, and another at 
Ballinlaw, below Rofs, into the county of 'KM- 
kenny. The third is below the conUucnee of the 
Suir and Barrow, between the trifling villages of 
Ballyhack in the county of Wexford, and PalTage \tt 
the county of Walerford. The Bann rifes in the 
county of Wicklow, paffes by Feins, and joins ths 
Sidney above Ennifcorthy. 

Loii°h TrOi or the Lake of the ladies' ijland, is very 
Angularly cireumRanccKl ; it receives into its bofom 
two or three fmall rivuletsj whofe currents however, 
are not ftrong enough to force a palTage, in oppofition 
to a powerful tide rufliing dircflly againfl: them, and 
continually drifting qulck-fand, which accumulates 
fo as to form the fouthern bank of the lake. This 
every three or four years occafions an inundation of the 
adjacent country, obliging the people withvafl labour 
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^0 open a way through the mound for the collected 
waters to difembogue ; but this is foon choaked up 
again by the like "Stgglomeration as before. The 
Jake of Tacumfliinj is nearly adjoining, but 
the currents with which it is fupplied, not being fo 
abundant as the former, the talk of letting out the 
waters^ does not occur for many years together. 

pTte r;Uing^f feveral abbeys appear throughout the 
county, but thole that prefervc the greateft remains 
of magnificence, ,are Dunbrody, Tin tern, and 
one in Wexford, founded by the earl of Pembroke, 
Fitz-Stephen and De Morefco, (From this ftock the 
family of Morres in Ireland, claims defcent.) — ^In 
Wexford therewere two other abbeys alfo. The reft 
'we take in the order of precedence from the beft au- 
.thorities. Clomjnes, Dune on the little river Derry, the 
abbey of St. Mary's in Ferns, St. Mary's of Glap-carriz 
or Green rock on the fea coaft ; Horetown near 
Fookes's-mill ; one at Ennjfcorthy, and another at 
Jthe villag/e of St. John's, not far diftant from that 
town ^ Kilclo^an on the Barrow, below Dunbrody ; 
and two a^ Rofs, of Minorets and Auguftins. 

The county joF Wexford contains eight baronies, 
namely, Gorey, Scarawalfh, Ballaghkeen, Bantry, 
Shelmaliere, Shelburne, Bargy, and Forth, in which 
are one hundred and forty-two parifhes ; and the 
acreable extent of the whole is computed to be 
342,900, or 535 fquare miles. Its population, ac- 
cording to Mr. Bufhe's eftimate, taking the houfes 
to be 20,448, is 132,912 inhabitants. The town of 
Wexford itfelf, contains 1412 houfes, and upwards 
oi nine thoufand fouls ; but I apprehend the popu- 

C 2 latioa 
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lation is under-rated by Mr. BiifKc, as I Iiopc to be 
enabled to fliew at a future period. 

The county of Wexford has been long remarkable 
for the peaceable demeanor of Sis inhabitanis ; and 
their good behaviour and iciduftry have been held out 
ss exemplary for other pans of Ireland : fb little and 
fo feldom infefted with difturbance or riots of any 
Icind, that an execution for a capital crime rarely 
look place there; and, in the caleoiler of its crimi- 
nals, it has as few on records as any part cither of 
Great Britain or Ireland. — This country bore fuch re- 
putation, that landed property was confidered of higher 
value in it> than in many other parts of this country; I 
purcliafers not hefiiating to advance fome years rental 
more for lands in the county of Wexford, than for the 
like in moft other parts of Ireland. Even at the linnj j 
that different parts of t he nation were difturbcd by the | 
riots of white boysj&c. they fcarcely made their appear- ' 
ance here, owing to the vigilance and exertions of 1 
the gentlemen of the country. Thefe formed an 
armed affociation at Ennifeorthy, for the prcfervation 
of the peace, under the command of Sir Vefey Col- 
ciough ; and this alTociation afterwards beeanjc a 
corps of volunteers, the firfl of the kind in the land ; 
and thus can the county of Wexford boafl of having 
fet the example and of being the firft to promote the 
illuftrious inflitution of the volunUers of Ireland. 
Having fet foconfpicuous aprecedent, the volunteers of 
the county of Wexford, by their printed refolutions, 
fullycoincided with thofeof all other parts of the nation; 
and, in the fpirit of the times, adopted the memorable 
rcioluiions of the meeting at Dungannon, and fent 
their deputation to the grand provincial meeting of 
Leintler, affembled at the guild-ball in the tholfel of 
Dublin^ 
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Dublin, on Thurfday the 9th of Oflobcr I783t 
^nd afterwards to the general convention of the 
Volunteers of Ireland, held at the rotunda, on the 
joth of November following. 

The liberality of the times invited men of all per- 
fuafions to the volunteer ranks — catholics flood by 
their proteftant fellow-fold iers in the glorious caufe, 
and proved themfelves worthy of the liberal confi- 
dence that-diflated their admiffion, w^hich the exifling 
laws did not ftridly fan6lion. Amidft this general 
fpirit of toleration, -however, I am forry to rjemark 
fhat there was no admiffion for a catholic among the 
volunteers of the county of Wexford, a ciicumftancc 
the more renjarkable, as it* was the only county in 
Ireland, that exclufively held up this prejudice. 
There were indeed, fome catholic gentlemen of the 
county of Wexford volunteers; but they belonged 
^o corps in other counties, and on this account their 
number was but inconfiderable ; as few of them could 
undergo the expence, or wafte the time neceffary for 
attending meetings out of their own county ; and thus 
the great body were prevented from manifefting their 
fentiments to the extent of their wifhes. This exclu- 
fion, as unwife as impolitic, mud be attributed to that 
bane of fociety, the odious prejudice of religious bigotry, 
fo generally inculcated in early youth, and blended 
with education ; which fad experience proves to have 
been fo fatal to the intereft of Ireland; the perpetual 
bar to her otherwife infallible profperity." If men 
would but fo far dived themfelves of prejudice, and 
indulge fentiments of chriftian charity, as not to avoid 
the fociety of their fellow men on account of a dif- 
fercnce in religious opinion, the great advantage 
y^ould be foon perceptible. — It would be quickly found, 

that 
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that uncharitable principles could not be chcriniecJ by 
any clenr>mination of people profefling the religion of 
peace and ■love, the delufion would vanifli, and the un- 
hallowed monftf r of bi gotry and pi ejudice would fooo 
he abhorred and abandoned. Every man of ferious and 
feeling mind, muft think it a very awful misfoitune to 
be born and reaicd in a country, where the preat majo- 
rity of the people is an objefl of hatred and horror to 
mod of the fuperior order. A perfon of high rankj en- 
tertaining unfavourable fentitr.entsof aconiinunity>muft 
pro»e a horrible fcoiirgp to a nation. The balance of 
jaflice may be placed in his handS) while Iiis piejudiee 
miifi inevitably prevent its impartial a'lmlniftration ; for 
it is the nature of prejudice to warp and fuperfede all 
other affe£iions, fo far even as to pervert the fair diftatCB 
of moral truth and of mild and generous humanitjr. 
Alas ! that Ireland fhould verify the reflexion ! But 
let our regret avert our contemplation) and dire£l ouc 
view to belter profpeois. 

Since the time of volunteering, till of late, nothing 
very remarkable happened in the county of Wexford. 
It continued to flourifli from the memorable period uf 
17S2, with the fame progreffive improvement of the 
nation at large, ftlU holding up its pre-eminence in 
the value of landed property. The pcafantry were 
ccrtain'y more comfortably (iioated here than in moft 
parts of Ireland foutli of Dublin, but far from enjoy- 
ing the happinefs expeiicnced by the like clafs of 
people in other countiies ; and although their condi- 
tion was lefa wretched than that of the greater portion 
•if their country men, yeC this amelioration mud be attri- 
buted more to their own indudry, than to any encou- 
ragemfnt or indulgence of their landlords. Many gen- 
tkmtnbecoming needy bydiffipation and extravagance, 

feci 
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feel indifpenfible neceflity to fupport accuftomed luxury* 
by wrcfting occafional fupplies from the hard labour of 
a wretched and dependem tenantry, whofc calamitous 
appearance, (enough to fend horror to the foul of hu- 
manity), is unnoticed in the general view of mifcry 
and diftrefs which Ireland exhibits as a Angular and 
melancholy fpeflacle to the world. Such are the men 
who deteft the fimple kind that cultivates their lands* 
and who calumniate to other countries, the fubdued 
and crawling peafant of their own, whofe ears arc to 
be gratified, whofe hearts are chearfuUy delighted by c 
defamatory, rancorous and indifcriminate reviling of 
their countrymen ; calumnies that if directed againft 
their fellow- natives would excite horror and indigna- 
tion in the breafts of the gentry of any other country 
in Europe or perhaps on the globe. 

In Ireland a good and kind landlord is a rare bleff*- 
ing; and a traveller, in his pafTage through the 
country, muft readily diftinguifli the foftering care 
acd benevolent fupcrintendance of fuch, wherever to 
l>e found. It is eafy to gain the afFeftions of the watm 
hearted Irifh; if a perfon of rank deigns but to pay 
tbem thofe attentions M^hich are accounted but common 
Care of the lower claffes in other countries, he is uni- 
Verfally beloved ; and, on his approach, delight 
beams onthecountenanceof the neighbourhood around 
fcim ; fothat it is much to be wondered at, that more 
aire not found to purchafe at fo eafy a rate the love and 
attachment of a generous and ingenuous people, Tjiis 
however the generality of landlords forfeit for a rack- 
xent on their lands, and not unfrequently even fome 
M^ho may feel a better difpofition fee their lands occupi- 
ed by a ftill more miferable peafantry, if poffiblc» and 
ioctfr equal difgrace with the unrclerting, by parcelling 

out> 
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oui, to fupport a falTe confequcncc, their eflatcs id 
fcceholds to miJdlc meo ; a f« of harpies fo hardened, 
as to view rtilli the coldeft unconcerni the moll dif- 
treffing fcenes of iriiferyj who hold it meritorious to - 
wrefl the laftfaithing from the toilfome and taborions 
induftry of ftaived and naked wretched nefs. Thi* 
evil was moft feverely felt by the catholicsj who could 
not, 'till very lately, become freeholders; and the 
grievance arofe from their being deprived of the right 
of elc-9ive franchife, which conftituied the lower pro- 
leftanis middle men. By the reftoration of this right. 
however, it is to be hoped, thai by degrees, as leafes 
ftall fall in to liie landlords, they will be induced, evert 
by fclf-iniereftj to multiply their freeholders, by" 
fetting their lands to the occupiers of the foil ; and 
this will prevent the intercmtrfe of landlord and te- 
nant from being intercepted, by the hated jnierfercncd 
of the odious tiibeof middle men, and reflore fome; 
degree of comfort and liappinefs to the people at large. 

Some years ago, the proprietors of land in the ba- 
ronies of Forth and Bavgy, determined themfelves 
tofaim the Soil occupied by their tenants, who were 
on this account obliged to fcelc out new fiiuaiions in 
other pans of the connty of Wexford. Their ap- 
proved moi!e of tillage was foon adopted, in the 
fcvcral neighbourhoods where they fettled, and 
through them anew fpirit of induftry was gencrall/ 
diffufcJ, and die face of the country alTumed an ap- 
pearance of much fopcrior advantage to its former flatc. 
For although the county of Wexford produces vafl 
quantifies of grain, paiticularly barley, it is obtained 
o' the induflry of the cultivators, than from 
Ibe fetliliry of the foil, whofe barrennefs is overcome, 
by the labour and cxertigns of the inhabitants. Th« 
baronies 
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baronies of Forth, and Bargy, are occupied by the . 
clefccndantsof an Englifh colony, who (^me over 
with . Strongbow in the reign of Henry II. They 
^ave ever fince> in the courfe of upwards of fix 
liundred years, lived entirely with little or no ad- 
mixture, within themfelves. Until of late years it 
i^^as a rare thing to find a man among them, that had 
ever gone farther from home than Wexford. * They 
liave even preferved their language, probably without 
a.lteration or improvement, as may be prefumed, if 
liot abfolutely concluded from this fail : that although 
there was no regular intercourfe kept up between thcfc 
and a filler colony frofti Wales, who at the fame.time 
fettled at Fingal in the county of Dublin, and have 
continued of fimilar unmixed habits, yet upon the 
SLCcidental meeting of individuals from both places> 
^ hey can completely underfland each other. 

Early in the year 1792, tfcc catholics of Ireland wer^ 
1 nvited by a circular letter, inferted in the public papers, 
Hgned Edward Byrne ; to depute from all the counties 
aind principal towns, delegates, to meet in Dublin 16 
frame a petition to the king for a redrefs of the griev- 
ances under which they laboured. The catholics of 
the county of Wexford eleiSled delegates, according to 
the plan propofed, the July following, and the whole 
kingdom at the fame time made like returns. Refolu^ 
tions of many grand juries and corporations were pub- 
lifhed foon after, reprobating this circular letter. Coun- 
ties were afTembled for the purpofe of joining in the out- 
cry. The county of Wexford was convened on the Z'zd 
of September, by Mr. Dererizy the high fherifF> to take 
intoconlideration the circular letter of the general com- 
mitte of the catholics of Ireland, figned Edward Byrne. 

D The 
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The eouTt was fipened at one o'clock, when Mr. Wax- 
well was about to produce rcfolutions, but the hon.' 
Francis Huichinrun havingiirft rifen, and being in pof- 
felGon of the chair, after a manly and eloquent fpeech of 
fomc length, propofed refolutions declaratory of the 
lights of the TubjeiFt: the firft refohition, which alTctled 
the right lo petition the throne or either lioufcof parlia- 
irient, though for fome time attempted to be got rid of by 
Mr. C. Dawfon ,on an objcflion upon apoint of order, vraa 
« length unanimoudy adopted, but the other refoluti- 
ons propofed by Mr, Hiitchrnfon, though equally con- 
ftltulional and felf-evident, were rejeiSed by the par- 
ty who avowedly caihe tooppofe every tneafure which 
might cither tend lo gratify the feelings or adminifter 
a hope of obtaining juftico to the roman catholics — 
Mr, Hutchinfon, however, moft ably fupported his 
motion, and was powerfully , aiEfted by his brotherj ' 
tbe honourable Chriftopher Hutchinfon, (the prcfent i 
member for the city of Cork,) and captain Sweetman,' \ 
who in the moft energetic language, delivered a fpeech ■' 
Tery prophetic of events, that have fince taken place ; 
but no one argument was adduced by his opponents to- 
controvert the principles which he fought to eftablifh. 

On thequeftion a divifion took place, when the num- 
ber of the filent freeholders who oppofcd a declarattoo 
of the unalienable rights of the fuhjefl, appeared to be 
one hundred and ten againft forty five ; three or four 
gentlemen of the refpeflable and liberal minded mino- 
rity pofTeffcd more landed property in the county than 
the whole of the majority, fo that the roman catholics 
had the fatisfaflion to fee almofl every man of con- 
fidcralle landed property, and of legal and conftituti- 
opal information} go out on the divifion with them. 

Th«- 
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The bi^linefs being then difpofcd of, Mr-J^fa^wcU 
produced bis ftring of refolutions, but ^ecJiQcd-makiqg 
ftny comment on them, allecjgii?g, tlji^ic.was intended 
they fhpuld beprefeqtpd by anpther.gen^nt^^n, whofp 
attendance at the meeting Mr^s.preveflttpd by fajpiHy rca- 
fonsj and that they had only that. mprjaing bcien put in- 
jto his hands. It was expefled, that as the propoferof 
the refolutions hail declined to go into the difcuiflipn of 
them, that fome other genjtleman wbo ^3ed with bi^A 
would have undertaken to explain to the freeholders 
the expedience or necciBty of entering into meafures 
which appeared to becalculated for no other purpo/e 
but to create animoiities between proteftants and rp* 
man catholics, and to 4iyide the forpner. The other 
{en^lemen contix^uing iilent on the jnaerjts, but cqnfi- 
Ifient in thejr ftrength of numbers, and loud in their ca}I 
f^rthe queftion, though an adjouramient was propofed* 
it being dark night, and feveral moclerate inen declared' 
their wifh to haye a day's tinae cooly to confider before 
the eounty ihould be committed to an angry meafure, 
it became neceffary for the gentlemen on the other fide 
tocommmence a debate, which continued until paft 
ten o'clock, when, without even attempting to anfwpr 
one argument of the m^^y that were urged againft the 
refolutions, the fame majority who b^d rejeflecl the 
conftitutional and conciliatory motion op^idein the morp- 
ing by the honourable Francis ^Aitchinfon, carii^d^ 
their point. * An addrefsto the county members wp 
then propo fed of the fame purport as the ;r|cfod»tipps 
but was afterwards withdrawp. 

The next public meeting of the county, convened by, 
the magiftrates in the abfence of the fheriff, was held 

* Set Appendix, No. I. 
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in Wexford on Friday the iitli of January r'793, at 
which Walter Hore efq. prcfidcJ. The meeting ma- 
nlfefied by public lefolulions their pttachment to the 
conftituiion in king, lords, and commnnsi the nccef- 
fiiy of a reform in the commons houfe of parlianienti 
including perfons of all religious perfuafions, an objeft 
which [hey declared they vould endeavour to accom- 
plifh by every legal and conftitvitional means in their 
power. It was further rcfolved that the penple in the 
county of Wexford were perfectly peaceable andqiiief; 
no kind of fcditioua praflices known ; nor the leafl 
fymptom of or tendency to riot ; but that left fuch fhould 
be intended by any faflion, they declared that all at- 
tempts to introduce any new form of government into 
the country, or in any manner to impair or corrupt thfc 
three efTential parts of the conftitulion confifting of 
king) loi-ds and commons, they would retift with 
all their force and energy. Thcfe rcfolutions wtre for- 
warded to the reprefentatives for the county in pavlia- 
- ment, and inferted in the public papers. | 1 



On the fame day a focJety was formed in the town of 
Wexford, under the denomination of the friends of 
the conftitution, liberty and peace. This alfociation 
■was attended by a great many of the moft refpeftable 
and independent gentlemen of the county; and their 
number increafed confiderably at different fucceiEve 
meetings. They, from time to time, pafled and pub- 
li{hed refolutions, expreffive of tlieir fentimcnis, views, 
and opinions, limilar to thofc pafled and publiflied by 
Societies of the like nature in Dublin, and many other 
parts of Ireland. But they liave long fince ceafed to 
cxift, and never tended to diRurb public tranquillity. 






They 
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They were indeed the friends of peace and hannony; 
but their powers were not proportionate to their 
wifhes, and their benevolent efforts failed of the in- 
tended efFe<9:. 

When in the fpring of the year 1793? the militia 
regiments were. purfuant to an aft of the legillature^ 
embodied in Ireland, it occafioned great commotion 
in different parts of the country, frotn fome (illy mif- 
conceptions that were difperfed through the populace, 
with regard to the objeft of 'the enrollment. It had 
been rumoured that the people were to be cajoled into 
the militia regiments, to be torn from their families, 
and feht on foreign fervice. xBut notwithftanding this, 
the meafure was carried into effeft in the county of 
Wexford', perhaps with lefs ferment, than in any other 
part of Ireland. I had the beft poflible opportunity 
of knowing the faS, having been appointed a deputy 
governor of the county. 

J ■ 

In the fummer of this year, fome tythe-farmew 
took tythes, in ithe county of Wexford, which had 
been formerly rented by othe^rs. Thefe, unwilling 
to lofe their prey \yithout an effort to retain it, ex- 
cited the populace to refill the demands of the nevr 
undertakers, whom they called innovators and intru- 
ders. Soon after, oaths were framed in imitation of 
(imilar practices in Munfter. From the neighbour- 
hood of Tottenham Green, extending towards Mount 
Leinffter, and to that part of the county of Wexford 
called the Duffrey, the inhabitants were generally 
fworn. On Sundays, a great concourfe of people 
attended at the different places of worfhip, as well 
proteftaht churches, as catholic chapels; and fwore 

the 
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the feveral congregations to refill paying lychcs undef ; 

certain rcftriilions, with a. inoctification of the fees of , 

the catholic clergy, and an injunflioa to fwear their \ 

neighbouring parifhcs. Thus about one eighth of f 

the county was fworn, and, in all pi-obability, the de- j 

lulion might have generally fpread, but for the timely ?J 

exertions of feveralof the country gentlemen, who ufed j 

all their influence tn prevent their tenants and oeigli- 1 

bours from joining in fuch unlawful purfuits. D\f~ j 

ferent magillrates alfo attended, with parties of the ,' 

military, at feveral places of worfliip, aad fo put a flop |'' 

to the general diffufion of this fyjnptom of jiot. 1 



On Sunday, the 7th of July, however, a man was 
taken in a chapel-yard near Ennifcorthy, in the aft of 
adminiflering thofe unlawful oaths, and fent into the 
town a piifoner. The report of this fa-il being cjuicky 
circulated through the country, excited thofe that had 
been already fworn, to rife in a body, on the Monday 
immediately following, forthis man's liberation. Intel- 
ligence of the approach of thefe people having been re- 
ceived at Ennifcorthy, a partyof the 56th regiment, un- 
der the direil ion of Mr. Vero, a magift rate, came up with 
the rioters at the hill of Scobic. Here Mr. Vcro re- 
ceived an anonymous letter, as a meflage from the popu- 
lace, requefling he would liberate the prifoner, who 
was repiefented to be a lilly infignificant fellow. Mr. 
Vero, from motives of humanity, it is to beprefumed, 
although he had a military force to aft with him, 
iboughi it moft prudent not to refift the demand: — 
the prifoner was fet at liberty j and this fo pleafed 
ihe people, that the air was rent with their fliouts of 
joy ; and after a general volley of what fire-arms they 
had that would go off, they difperfedlo their feveral 
bomes> 



i 



ficmesi Without cotnmittmg further outrage ; and tli6 
Riilttary marched back to Ennifcorthy. 

On the fame day, Mr. Mars^ell, (now colonel Barry,) 
xt the head of a troop of horfe, in the capacity of a 
agiftrate, fet out from Newtown Barry, fcoured the 
ountry all along as he pafTed ; found fixteen mea 
rinking in an ale-houfe on his way, took them all> 
nd condufted them to EnnrfcOrthy. The fight of f<V 
any priforiers, being a rery extraordinary event in 
^h^ county of Wexford, alarmed the peaceable inhabi- 
tants of the town. Mr. Richards *, the high fticriffi 
ifepaifed immediately to Ennifcorthy, from whence, 
'^xrith all poffible fpeed, he difpatched mefiengers to 
^on^cy thi^ alarming intelligence to all the gentlemen 
'of the neighbourhood ; requcfting their affiftance at a 
atti^ting, appointed to be held the next day at Ennif- 
•^orthy. — Notwithftanding the fliortnefs of the notice, 
^ great number of gentlemen attended on Tuefday, 
llhe 9th of July, at the bear inn, in the towri of Ennif- 
4corthy. 1 was dne of thofe prefent. An aflbciatioh 
%4s thfen formed for the preffervation of the peace of 
tht county ; all the ^*^ell difpofed were invited to join, 
iitA fubfcriptions u^re immediately entered into, to 
profecute the diftarbers of the public peace. In a 
fiiort time, this afTociation was compofed of almoft all 
the relident gentlemen of the coutity ; and their 
taettings Were afterwards held, from time to time, at 
EAnifcorthy. 

On the firft diay of meeting, an enquiry into the cafe 
of the fixteen prifooers took place ; and various Were 
the opinions offered on the occafion. I was forry to 
ohfcrvc in the onfet, thiat an inclination prevailed to 

* &« his certificate to the avthor, Appcodiz Na. 3. 

attribute 
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aitribote the riots to a fpirii of religious bigoiry ; bufc 
the futility of the prejudiced arguments was fa mani- 
fcftly coBtTavy to ihe facls, that this ground was foon 
abandoned. The refuU of the enquiry proved, that 
the rioters had allembled, the day before, in great 
numbers, on Scobic-hill, in a hoftile manner, deter- 
mined to liberate the prifoner by force, if attempted 
to be detained. The inaglftrate, who attended on the 
occafion, was deemed to have a^ed as he did, from an 
idea of miftaken lenity, aSthough his indulgent con- 
duit had fo pleafed the people, that they difperfed 
without having cotnmittcd any a& that the laws of 
the country could puniili ; for at that time it wa« 
ncceflary to read the riot ai5t, to conditutc any alTem-- 
blage an illegal meeting. This meafure was not le- 
foited to in the prefent inftance. and if it had, the con- 
fequent difperfion of the multitude] muft have dif- 
' armed the law. 



It was, however, thought neceffary to Iraprefs oii 
the minds of the people, that the maginracy would, 
at all times, lefift the demands of a riotous and armed 
force, with determined firmnefs ; and as among the 
fixteen prifonets, there were two taken with fire-arms, 
it was judged expedient to commit thefe to Wexford 
gaol, aad liberate the other fourteen, on giving bail for 
good behaviour. Accordingly, thefe two men, (whom 
the law could not puniJh any more than thofe who 
were liberated,) were conducted under a military- 
guard from Ennifcorthya through apart of the country 
that efcaped being f«orn, to the eaft of the Slaney, 
and lodged in the gaol of Wexford. 



On the morning of the nth, great numbers of 
people alTcmblcd from Newtown Bany to the DuiFrey, 

and 



^nd to Tottenham-green, fearching the different houfes 
in their way, on the weflcrn fide of the river Slaney, 
making towards Wexford; and forcing every man they 
met, to come along with them. This concourfe of 
people, being obferved by many of the country folk, 
fuch as could procure boats to convey them to the 
eaftern fide of the river, fled on their approach, and 
thus efcapcd, being compelled to conftituie a part of 
I he multitude ; but flill their numbers were confid^r-* 
ably accumulated in the courfe of their progrcfs^ 

On this morning a*Ifo, an anonymous letter was re- 
ceived in Wexford, by a refpe<3able inhabitant of the 
town, reqiieRing he might apply to the magiftrates to 
liberate the two prifoners, threatening, in cafe of re- 
fu(kl, that a body of fome thoufands would come to 
take them by force* Little notice was taken of thl$ 
threat, nor did the inhabitants apprehend any alarm, 
until about three o'clock, a gentleman, who had been 
forced along by the multitude, was feen galloping into 
the town, declaring, that he had been fent to inform 
the magiftrates, that an immenfe concourfe of people* 
then not more thnn a quarter of a mile diftaot, and of 
apparent determination, were coming to enforce the 
enlargement of the prifoners. Lieutenant Buckby, of 
the 56th* lirho had been in Wexfard that day alone, 
x>n regimental bufinefs, was, on his return to join hr€ 
cotnmand at Taghmon, feized upon, and forced to 
comt back with the rioters to Wexford. In a few mi- 
nutes, about fifty foldiers of the S6th regiment^ 
with three magiftrates, headed by the brave Major 
Valiotton, marched out to meet the rioters^ who were 
fill drawn up at the upper eiid of John-ftreet, on the 
road leading to Taghmon, in readinefs to receive them. 
The Majori humaacly intending to expoft-ulate, ad- 
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vanced a fevr paces before his party ; but on feeing ont 
oF his o£Scers a prifoner with the rioters, his faenevo'- 
lent intentions were diflipated ; and lofijig all patiencet- 
iie made a blow of his fwoid at the man \rIio had 
bten induced to meet him in expollulation, and 
wounded him feverely. This provoked rcfiftancc, and 
he in return, received adefperate wound in the groin, 
of which he laoguifhcd for fome Jays and died. 



Thas perifhed the gallant Vallotton, who had dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf at the fiege of Gibraltar, under the 
immortal Elliot, as firfl aid-de-camp to that general! 
— Though parleying with riotcrsj may not at all times* 
perhaps, be advifeable ; yet, when once entered upon, 
the dignity of temper fliould be maintained, and it is 
much to be lamented, that the major did not continue 
his oiiginal dirpofiiion ; — for though it ibould noE 
ftandtheteftof authoritative feverity, yet the event 
might have proved as bloodlefs as on the previous oc- 
calion near Eonifcorthy. An attacl; on both fides im- 
mediately took place — The conleft was but fhort. In 
a few minutesj the rioters gave way in all direflions. 
Thofe who had been forced along by them, were the 
firfl to flicer oiF, when they found an opportunity, 
over hedges and ditclies, wherever ihcy thought theje 
could bed make their efcape; number^jiDf knowing 
whither they were flying. It may not be unworthy: 
wf remark, that captain Boyd, tiien of the Wexford 
militia, had been lo Taghmon in the mqrning, with a, 
party iif the 56th regiment, to cfcon a prifonerj 
and was now on his return to Wexford as far as Betli- 
■ville, having no ether poffible intimation of what had 
happened, but lliC confufcd flight of tlie affrighted 
rabble. lie lay in ainbufcade for tlit-ir approach, and, 
from behind the ditciics, fliot numbers of the fugi- 
tives. 
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ttvcs. The M-eather being intenfely warm> occafioned 
the death of a great many of the wounded, who might 
cftherwife recover ; but left their wounds might betray 
them) they did not apply for medical aififtancc. Many 
toO)\iho were badly wounded, ran as far as they could, 
arid, being exhaufted, crawled for concealment into the 
ditches, where they periflied, and whence the firft inti- 
mation of their fate was conveyed by the putrid exhala- 
tion from their bodies. Eleven lay dead on the fcene of 
a3ion,injohn-ftreet;one of whom was apoorcoblerof 
the town, (hot by accident. The others were publicly 
wpofcd for fome time, and were at length identified. 
Among them there appeared four freeholders, who 
Had been polled at the preceding eleftion for the 
cbunty. At that time, the catholics of Ireland could 
.not be freeholders in their native land, by the exlfting 
^wsof which, they were excluded fiom that privi- 
kge. In the hurry and fright of the a6lion, eight 
men fought refuge in a hay-loft, where they were dif- 
covered after the conflifi, made prifoners, and com- 
mitted to^aol. ^ One of them died of his wounds, two 
Jfccame informers, and five were broughj: to trial* 
condemned at the enfuing affizes, and executed, on the 
26th of July following. One of thefe men, who had 
been in town that day to market, was on his return 
borne obliged to come back with the rioters ; and 
although he was proved a man of moft unexcepiion- 
jtble charafler, yet fuch was the idea entertained of the 
acceffity 6f public example, that his cbarader, or the 
circumOance of innocence, did not fave him. 

The inhabitants of Wexford, to prevent fuch ano- 
ther furprife, armed and embodied themfelves in four 
different divifions, officered by feveral gentlemen who 
^ad fcrycd in the army ; and all under the commandL 
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of colonel (now general) Nicholls. He gave his orders 
every day on parade, and different patroles perambu- 
lated the town and its vicinity eveiy night. Two 
pieces of cannon were planted on that part of ilie 
barrack hill, which connmands tlie whole ftreeti and 
the entrance to the gaol ; and four others were ready 
to be brought to any quarter in cafe of emergency. 

During this fyftem of precaution, a foldicr of thc56tli 
gave tt'e alarm to his comrades in the barracks, tliat, 
as he had been paffing through a church-yard in the 
town, he was attacked by fome of the inUahiiaots, 
trho threatened him and his regiment with deftruc- 
tion, for having fired againft the people; and that at 
lafl, in the aifray, he had been fortunate enough to 
efcapc with the lofs of fume of his fingers. This 
flory, artfully told by the wounded man, roufed the 
fury of the foldiers to fuch a pitch, that they made 
preparation, and were a£tually on the point of fallying 
forth from their barracks, to take llgoal vengeance 
of the town's people. It required all the exertions 
and authority of their officers to refiiain them; but 
this they at length happily efFefled, 
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The affociation for preferving the peace of the 
county, affembled always at Ennifcorthy, (that being 
the mod central fituaiion.} The day after this affair, 
had been appointed for one of their meetings. To 
this meeting a gentleman was difpatched from Wex- 
ford, with the foregoing melancholy inicUigence ; 
and an exprefsrequefl, that a fuitable reward would be 
offered for the apprehenfion of the perpetrators of 
the horrid deed. Tliis would have been immediately 
carried into cffefl, and orders fent by that night's poll, 
to ha^cthe intelligence generally cjrculatcdj through 

the 
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th6 medium of the Dublin papers, had it not fo hap- 
pened that there was not a fufEcient number of the 
members of the fecret committee of the aflbciation 
prefent, to order the difburfement of the neceffary ex- 
pences; they haying the command of the funds. But 
before a competent confenting number of thefc could 
be collefled, i^ was difcovered that the foldier had been 
the perpetrator of the horrid deed himfelf, and had 
been induced to cut off* his fingers to prevent his gofng 
abroad with his regiment, then under orders for fo- 
reign fervice. Had it not been fpr the prudent exertions 
of the officers, it is. more than probable., that this im- 
pofture would have been attended with dreadful con- 
' fequences before the real difcovery could be made. 
The peace of the county was attended to with th« 
greateft a61ivity and vigilance by the aflbciation, but 
in faS, after the affair at Wexford, on the nth of 
Jiily^ 1793, before detailed, no apparent fymptom or 
even a difpofition to riot could be traced. 

At the meetings of the aflbciation, I perceived, with 
regrets an infidious fpirit, eager and a61ive to attach the 
entire odium of the difturbances exclufively on the ca- 
tholics* although the damning public fpefl acle, on the 
expofure of the killed at Wexford, fhould, furely, ever 
have deterred barefaced calumny and prejudiced mifrc- 
prefentation from future exhibition : Yet, the malignant 
traducers of their countrymen to foreigners believedf 
or aflifled to believe, this vile reproach on were affer- 
tio;j. In any other part of the world the uttering 6( 
fuch grofs detra6iion would bring down public exe- 
cration^ and perhaps* endanger the perfopal fafet^ 
of thj^ hated reptile that would dare, in this un«» 
qualified manner, to denounce a whole communi- 
ty. Ireland* however* which* by a peculiar pro- 

vidence* 
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\klencc> though freed from any other> abounds vitii 
t-liefe monders in human form^ who batten on the ruia 
vf public profperity. 

Thcfe groundlefs infinuations were carried to (uclj 
Jongths> that> even in thehoufe of lords> in the affem- 
blageof the peers of the realm, lord Fiirnham affert- 
ed, w^ith confidence, that the riots in the county of 
\yexfoTd had became ferioufly alarming ; that the peo- 
pie h^ld nightly meetings, and from parifh to pari{h» 
tad fworii not to pay rents, tythes or taxes, and thai 
the lower orders of catholics had rifen in confequence 
of a difappointed expectation of receiving ten pounds aL 
year, as theconfcquent advantage of their emancipati- 
on, which they had been promifed by their delegates. 
This* lord Farnham alleged in the moft folemn 
manner, on the authority of letters received by him- 
felf, fiom a quarter the moft refpe6lable, he fatd, ii| 
the county of Wexford.* * 

My furpiife was great, indeed, on finding fuch al- 
legations thus ftrongly afferted and become the fub- 
jefl of parliamentary difc^iffion ; knowing, as I did> 
that the riots had never affumed this ferious complexi- 
on, nor had in any degree furnifhed ground for fuch 
exaggerated flatemeni. Being a catholic delegate for 
the county, I naturally felt an anxiety to difcov«r 
whence originated this extraordinary information; iand 
thought the beft appeal, at the time, would be to a 
meeting of the affociation, compofed of almoft all 
the rcfpe6tablc gentlenren of the county. Here I 
complained that the country was calumniated, and re- 

^cfted to know, if I could be informed who it wa$ 

• ■ » •. • ■. 

• Sec Appendix^ N*. 4» 

that 
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rhdt had conveyed fuch ftrange and unwai ranted 
intelligence to lord Farnham ? I took the liberty air<> 
to declare, that, let him be who he may, if the fafls 
cxifted to his conviflion, heiliould have produced fa- 
lisfaSory evidence of that conviflion to the aiFociation^ 
the natural and avovied guardians of the peace of the 
county. I further urgeda^ that not above one-eighth 
of the county had ever been in a ftate of difturb- 
ance; that the rioters appeared to be a motley 
multitude of all perfuafrons, to whom religion appear- 
ed to be an objefl of the Icafl concern. 

• 

The rcfult was, after a moft minute inveftigation, 
that the monftrous charge was deemed a grofs and un- 
founded calumny; and whatever latitude prejudiced 
tonverfation might have taken at the feftive tables of 
fome gentlemen, not one then prefumed to come for- 
ward in fupport of the principles of bigotry againft 
ftubborn truth and undeniable fafls. But had not 
this enquiry been inflituted, it is very probable that 
the unrefuted calumnies againft the county of Wex- 
ford might have led to confequences as fatal and deplo- 
lable as happened from like caufes in the counties of 
Meath and Louth. Thefe, however, I will not at- 
tempt to detail ; having limited myfelf, for the pre- 
fent, to the tranfaflions of my native county, awaiting 
an opportunity of general information. 

The catholics of the county met at Wexford, on 
the 30th of July, for the purpofeof publicly avowing 
their fentiments and principles. To this efFedl the/ 
adopted rcfolutions which were given to the world 
in all the public papers of the day.* 

* See Appendix, Ko. j. 
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In tlie year 1795. when lord Fitz-William's recall 
from the gnvernment of Ireland was made known, the 
freclioKlcrs and other inliabitanis of the cotinty of 
Wexford were fummoned 10 meet on purpofc to delibe- 
Tatcon this unexpe^Jted event. In the ablence of the 
llievifF, the fommons was ligncd by Cornelius OioRan, 
Ilkac Coroock, Thomas Grogan Kno-\, Harvey Hay> 
»nd Jolin Grogan, magiftrates of the county. The 
meeting, which was held in the county coiivt-lioufc 
of Wexford, on the 23d of March, was very nume- 
louOy attended. Unanimous refolutions were entered 
into ; a petition to llic king was voted ; and Cornelius 
Grogan, Edward Hay, and Beauchamp Bagnal Harvey, 
efcira. were appointed delegates to prel'ent it to his 
tnajefty* An addvefs to lord Fitz-William was alfo 
voted, and Sir Thomas Efmonde, and Sir Frederick 
Flood, Baronets, and William Harvey, efq- were ap- 
pointed, and they fet off inftantly for Dublin, to pre- 
fcnt it to the lord lieutenant, who was at the lime 
hourly eupcfled to leave the country. The regret 
fell on the recall of this nobleman, even whofe good 
intentions produced fuch cordiality and harmony 
amongft all ranks and defcriptions of people, is fcaicely 
credible. From that period may be dated the origin 
of that dreadful flate of calamity and misfortune in 
^vhich Ireland has been fince involved, for it is now 
evident to all, that h^^d the meafures intended to be 
carried iifio eifefl by him been adopted, the nation 
Vould have continued its happy career of uncommon 
progreiTive profpeiity. It was piopofcd to his lord- 
fhip, by the Biitidi cabinet to carry the union, at it 
time that he had got the money bills palTed, and was 
pledged to the country to have the popular meafures 
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alluded to brought forward in parliament. It waf 
even fuggefted, that thcfc meafures might go hand in 
hand with the other; but he preferred being recalled 
to giving his fupport to a bufinefs that fo ftrongly met 
his difapprobation ; nor> indeed, is it at all probable^ 
that the Irifh legjflature and people would have con- 
fented, at that day, to yield up the dignity of indepen- 
dence for any confideration the miniftry could pretend 
to offer* 

The removal of lord Fitz-William muft ever becoit- 
fidered as one of the greateft misfortunes, that, in tht 
revolution of ages, has befallen this devoted nation. 
It originated a train of calamitous circumftances, which 
the difclofing information of every day renders more 
wid more lamentable to the friends of Ireland. The 
great majority of the people was infulted, public faith 
was violated • the cup of redrefs was dafhed from the 
lips of expe61ation> and it cannot be wondered at 
that the anger of difappointment fhould have enfucd. 
Had the healing balm been applied at the critical mo- 
toent, the fever of commotion had long fince pafTed 
its crifis. Had the benevolent meafures, intended by 
that nobleman as the bafis of his adminiftration, been 
effefiedthe rankling wounds of divifion and diftrafti- 
on were for ever clofed, n.or would the poifon of prc^ 
jttdice and party fpirit ftill threaten convulfion and 
confufion ; but harmony, confidence and peace would 
icign throughout the land. 

Being one of thofe who had been chofen to prefent 
the petition of the county of Wexford to his majefly, I 
proceeded as far a^ Dublin, on my way to London, 
with my companions in appointment* Here it was 
thought moft advifeable to get individual fignatures to 
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the petition} rather than bear it with thofe of the chair- 
jBan and fecretary, who had figned it by the unanimous 
order of the county meeting. My brother delegates 
declined goingback, and I undertook the tafk aIone».at * 
the moment I was going into the packet-boat to fail 
for England : my having failed was even. announced in 
the public papers. I returned to the county of Wexfordy 
was indefatigable in my exertions> and no greater 
proof can be adduced of the general public approba- 
tion of the meafure, and of the unanimity of fentiment 
prevalent on the occa(ion> than the account of my fuc- 
cefs. In the fpace of one week I was able to procure . 
twenty-two thoufand two hundred and fifty-one fig'- 
naturesj among whom were all the independent 
and refpeflable gentlemen of the county. I thenr 
proceeded to London, and had the honour of prc- 
fenting the petition, with all the fignatures, to his ma** 
jefty, on the azd of April, 1795, at the levee at St. 
James's, along with my brother delegates^ and we met 
vith a gracious reception, * 

Not many years ago the cotinty of Wexford could 
boaft of independent principles, and the public fpirit 
of its gentry was confpicuous. This, it may be ob- 
ferved, was chiefly owing to the great number of refi- 
dent landlords, whofe properties were fo equally divid- 
ed, that there were (Comparatively but few overgrown 
fortunes among them. While this ftate of eafy parity 
prevailed, fo long lafted the peace and profperity of 
the county. At that time refpeflable chara6lers volun- 
tarily engaged themfelves to preferve and maintain 
public order*, and it is eafy to conceive, that the laws 
of a country will be well and chearfully obeyed, when 
the police is undertaken by a body of uninfluenced 

gentlcmcDi 
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fentlemeujwhofe intereft andinclinations induce them 
to watch> with inceffant vigilance, over its tranquillity. 
The unbiaffed exertions of fuch men muft always en- 
fure what the Irifh have ever yearned after> an im- 
partial adminiftration of juftice ; without which> laws, 
evenof thebeft defcription, are nothing better than in- 
ftruments of tyranny. But the times have changed, 
jind other men and other meafures have fucceeded. Of 
Jtbefc wc fliall prefently have occafion to make men- 
tion. 

*-"' - '^-^he principle of volunteering, while it was 'pro* 
duflivfr 'of focial and liberal intercourfe, appears to 
have difTafed-ik fpirit of conviviality throughout the 
country; anrffo far werathe pleafures of the table in- 
dulged, that the fortunes of many were thereby im- 
paired, and their diftrefles obliged them to refign their 
independence. Reprefentatives and their irioft zealous 
Wends and adherents fell into a dereliflion and aban- 
donment of public concerns, at the fame time that 
they ncglcfted their private interefts ; and hence the 
County may date the lofs of its independent charafter. 
W this a moft ftriking inftance can be adduced. At 
^ cleftion, fome years back, one of the candidates, 
""^howas efteemed by his pzrty Sijiaunck patriot, came 
forward and declared to the people, on the huftings, 
that «< no human confideration fliould ever induce him 
" to accept of a place or a penfion, if he becartie their 
" feprefentative." This declaration, however, as 
Will appear by the fequel, he feems to have thought no 
^ore ahout than if he had fwallozued a foached egg ; (a 
memorable expreffion of his own on a late occafion.) 
He waschofen a knight of the fhire, and at a fubfequent 
Ji^cetiiig, he was a6lually ahfolved from this folemn 
*nd voluntary engagement ; nays truly it was requeft- 
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eel. fie would accept of fame employment ; and he (Tiortlj 
afier meekly condescended to gratify their wiflics. by 
accepting of a penfion and placci wliich he ftill cnm- 
foTtably retains, and 13 likely to retain as Inng as ho 
lives. It muft be here obfervedt by the bye, that the - i 
objcfl of fuch a plenary imiulgence muft be greatly- 
endeared to fuch attached and accommodating Conftitu- 
ents ; the pleafing t^tiSi of convivial talents among 
conRant companions who thus conftitute their favourite 
the king of his company; afituation fo fafcinating 
to fome difpoliilons, that they will vifquc all poffible 
hazardsfor its maintenance. It will not be eafily im- 
prcffed on ingenuous mindsj that men who would l] 
fain uphold in the highefl: degree the dignified 
character of independence, fliould fo far forget them- 
felves as to hold forlh to the world, in a pulllc -paper t 
fuch a memorial of total indifference to that charailer. 
Yet in the cafe before us the fail' is incontrovertible. 

It has been too common a foible with fome of our 
gentry to aim at equal fplcndour and expence with 
their fuperiors in fortune. Such men, before being 
aware of their fiiuation, have incautioufly expended j 
largely above their incomes. A fy Hem of fuch care- ' 
lefs diffipation and extravagant fquandering muft de- 'I 
ftroy the moft ample refourccs ; and men, long in the 
liabit of indulging liiofe propcnfities, and finding 
their means abridged, and themfe'ves deeply involved, 
Jjavc dill an aching rcluflance to give up any (liare of 1 
their ideal confequence. Inflead therefore of refort- 
ing to any rational plan of ccconcmy, they endeavour 1 
to get within the circle of fome lord or great man» ,| 
fuppofedto be poffeffcd of extenfive patronage. They ,| 
court his fmilcsj and if their efforts are crowned with 

any ' 
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any degree of fuccefs, they inftantly conclude, that all 
their mifapplied expenditure muft be amply reimburfed 
by this very often empty fpeculatlon. They count 
upon places and employments, of great emolument* 
for themfelves and their children ; and thus they 
abandon- all idea of the certain purfuits of induftry, 
trade and honourable profeffion : they launch into the 
lottery of patronage, and yield up their fpiritof inde- 
pendence, and all their aflions, (out of the circle of 
their families) to the utter controul and directing will 
of their adopted patron. It is prefumed, that any per- 
fon acquainted with the flate of Ireland, mull perceive 
that this fyftem has unfortunately been but too largely 
purfued,.and too much afledppon ; and it is alfo pretty 
notorious, that the county of Wexford has been, for 
fome time paft, what is not unaptly termed lord-ridden. 
Slaves to their fuperjors, but tyrants to their inferiors ; 
^hefe needy adventurers become the tools of prevailing 
power. Juftices of the peace are felefled from this 
clafs, and thefe, by this degree of elevation, (certainly 
to them theftation is an exalted one) think themfelves 
xaifed to a level of equality with the mod refpeflablc 
gentlemen in the country. But their ignorance is fo 
prepofterous, and their behaviour fo afluming, that 
men of education, talents and fortune, are induced to 
■withhold themfelves from a fituation they would other- 
wife grace, as it might oblige them to confer with fel- 
lows with whom they would not by any means hold 
communion or keep company. Thus are the very 
men who ought to be the magiftrates of the country, 
and who would chearfully accept the office, were they 
to affociate with proper companions in duty, deterred 
from holding commiffions of the peace; while the 
juftice and police of th<; community is left to ignorant, 
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prefaining and intemperate upftarts, devoid of all qua-* 
lification and endowment, except that alone, if it majr 
be termed fuch, of unconditional fubroifiion and obe- 
dience to the controuling nod of their boafted patron^. 
If they faithfully adhere to this, they may go all 
lengths to raife their confequence, and enhance their 
ipftimation with the multitude. Thefe creatures have 
therefore the effrontery to pufh themfelves forward on 
^very occafion ; and after a feries of habitual a£ts of 
turpitude, whenever an opportunity offers itfelf, they 
become the fcourges and the firebrands of the country. 
It IS much to be lamented, that there are but too man]r 
examples of this melancholy truth, and that in too 

• 

many inflances> thefe wretches have been fet on to 
commit flagrant a61s of outrage, to anfwer the political 
pu'rpofes of their patrons, who fhrink from appearing' 
perfonally concerned in thefe deeds of (hame. On 
fuch occafions, from behind the curtain, the hireling 
crew are fent out to riot on the public ftage, and 
dreadful are the confequences that follow ; while the 
Yile underfl rappers are utterly ignorant of the 
caufe* and never queflion the motive of their fubpr^ 
nation. 

In the beginning of the year I795> parties of con- 
tending rioters, denominated peep o* day hoys, and 
iefehdersy diflurbed different parts of the province of 
Ulfler, by acts of violence and outrage againfl each 
other. Some fay their animofities originated from- 
cleflioneering. To thefe fucceeded, in thefummer of 
the fame year, a defcription of public diflurbers, call- 
ing themfelves orangemen, who now made their lirft 
appearance in the county of Armagh. Their objeft 
appears to have been, not to fuffer a catholic to re- 
jnaio witbln the limits of ^beir fphere of aflion. They^ 
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pofted up on the doorsof the catholics, peremptory 
notices of departure ; fpecifying the precife time, a 
week 2it the fartheft, pretty nearly in the following 
words: — *' To hell or to Conn aught with youy yois 
** hloody fapifls ; and if you are not gone hy^^ (mention- 
ing the day) *' we will come and defroy yourfdves and 
your froferties: we all hate the fafijis ^^r^.'*— They 
generally were as good as their words. The catholics 
at firft faved themfelves by flight ; but thofe who re- 
ceived notices at a later period, were able to take fome 
of tbeir properties along with them. It is aftonifliing 
to think that fuch events could take place, where 
there were any men of intelligence,, honefty* 
or public fpirit ; and ftill the fafls are indubitable : 
nay, thefe enormities feem to have been connived at, 
or totally overlooked, until many thoufands of the 
catholics were thus driven from that part of the 
country, and that it became neceffary to find occupiers 
for the lands they had been obliged to abandon. Even 
the gentleioaen of landed interfeft in the county did 
not exhibit, by any public teftimony, a difavowal of 
thefe horrid atrocities, until the period of fetting the 
forfaken territory roufed them from their flumbers« 
Then they difcovered, to their amazement and difmayt 
that, among the few bidders who appeared, not one 
was found to offer more for any lot, than about half 
what was paid for the fame before by the catholic tenant. 
Then indeed, and not till then;, did the banifliment of 
the catholics appear alarming. It was ferioufly alarm- 
^Pg ^o gentlemen, thus in a moment to lofe half their 
incomes, but until this fatal difcovery was made, the 
number of wretched poor, profcribed and violently- 
driven from their homes, deprived of their cabins 
and their alU was a circumft^ncc unworthy of thefe 

gentlemens' notice. 
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To counieraa this calamity as much as poflible, a 
numerous meeting of the magiftraies of the county of 
Armagh was held at the fpecial inllance of the go- 
Tcrnor, lord vifcount Gosfovd, on the aSth day of 
December, 1795. To this affemblage, on taking the 
chair as prelidenti his lordfhip fpoke a pointed addi'efs 
on the occaiion ; which, together with the proceed- 
ings, was publifhed in the Dulliii "Journal of the ftli 
of January, 1796*. 



A circumllantial detail ofthefe occurrences in the 
North would be inconfiftent with my original inten- 
tion, of confining myfelf, for the prerent> to the tranf- 
afiions in the county of Wexford ; but I have been 
led into this, I hope, excufable digreiijon, in order to 
account to the reader, in a great meafure, for the 
dreadful imprcfGon made on the minds of the people^ 
at a future period, by the rumours, that orangcmen 
were fworn for the deftruflion of the catholics ! Were 
thefe rumours to be grounded only on lord Gosford's ■ 
liaiemeni, (too authentic to admit a poffibility of 
denial ;) and true only in the extent his lordfhip has 
allowed them, with what terrible apprehenfions muft 
ihey fill the minds of a fimple, opprcifed and degraded 
people, fuch as the Irifh peafantry are generally knowti 
to be for ages part ? But when it is cnnfidered, that 
the horrid a^s themfelves have never been difavovrcd; 
and the reports of them have rung in the cars of 
every individual throughout the nation, (perhaps with 
aggravated circumftances, as it ufually happens,) the 
xeflefting reader is referred to his own judgment, to 
eftimate how much the woeful talc of the forlorn fuf- 
fereis, by its reverberation from one end uf the ifland 
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htheolber, muft affc.3 the mind, akrm the tmagina- 
liohi and cnflame the refeniments of an imtated. in- 
fultftl, and violated communiiy ? What advantage 
might not be taken of a fernient thus excited by de- 
figning men, petliajjs too, hy tlie grcateft enemies of 
the people? For fucli ficqiicntlj' alTume the mafk of 
friendlliip and condolence, and apparently affefl coun- 
leri^ing the finiftcr defigns of their minions, in order 
ro accoraplifh tbeir private views, through a fbew of 
fwpuUrity. 

A'arinuS) as has beeti obferved, were the defcrip- 
tions of the difluvbeis of the public peace in Ulftcr. 
Numbers went about in the night, fearchiiig houfes. 
ami liking away ail the arms they could find, without 
violating any other property. This becoming gener- 
ally known, the houfes were ufually opened upon the 
firft fummons. This eafy mode of admittance was 
ifterwjrds taken advantage of by common robbers; 
whu at firft only alTumcd the charafler of difarmers, 
to com'e at their prey w ith lefs trouble and more cer- 
tainty, After a continued fcries of fimilar circumftances 
of violence and outrage, ariling from a nation's greateft 
wife, thedifunion of its people, but which our limits will 
nci permit us to detail at prefent, general Lake iffued 
liis proclamation for difarming the inhabitants of the 
North of Ireland, on the rjth of March 1797 ; and on 
'he iift of the fame month, Mr. Grattan, after a fpeech 
delivered with his ufual force of talent and brilliant 
sWiiy, moved for an enquiry into the caufes which 
produced this proclamation ; but his motion was un- 
foitunaiely rejcfled. — The perfecutions in the county 
of Armagh were fo flagvant, and the condufl of many 
of tlic magiflrates fo contrary to law, that applications 
were made to the court of king's liench, for aitaeh- 
G ment3 
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merits againfl fcveral of tliem, but a bill of iiKlcmnity* 
prevented a judicial invcftigalion of their condufl ; 
and thus they were fcreened from merited punifhreent. 
This total difregard of their grievances) and inatten- 
tion to their complaints, added to the barbarous out- 
rages afterwards committed by the military in the 
northern counties, very much cxafperated the feelings' 
of the fufFering party. They reforted for temporary 
Tclief to private forrow and fecret lamentation. In 
this fad ftate, bordering on defpairj every injured 
perfon fympathized- with his neighbour in affliction, - 
and their united refentmentSi like a raging fiamci fup- 
preffcd, but not extinguifhed, were the more likely 
to burft forth with fudden fury, and unexpected vio- 
lence. It may not be impertinent to remark, that in 
all cafes of popular commotion, an enquiry into the 
allcdged grievances, ought to go hand in hand with- 
the meafures of rigour and coercion. Thefe two prin- 
ciples are far from being incompatible, and any go- 
vernment aiSing upon them, muil be certain of con- 
ciliating obedience and affection ; rcfpccl and attach-- 



[ 1-^ The earl of Moira, with that dignified humanity* ■ 
■which has ever graced his noble charaiter, brougliB' 
the diftrefles of Ireland before the Britifh houfe oP 
lords, on the 2ad of N"ovember 1 797 ; when he gave a 
heart-rending dcfciiption, in his native ftrain of eleva- 
tion, of the favage cruelties praclifcd by the military , 
againft the people; and offered at the moment, to 
produce at the bar incontrovertible pioof of his afier- 
tions. He concluded his able (latement, by moving an 
siddrefs to the fovcrcign, the principal purport of whicli 
■waS) " humbly hoping that his majefty might be gra- ' 
" ciouQyplcafcd to take iato his paternal confidcration,- 
" tha- 
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:** thedifturbed ftate of Ireland ; and to adopt fuch le- 
"nient mcafures, as might appear to his royal wifdoiu 
« and benignity, heft calculated io reftore tranquillity 
« and excite afFe6lion." Bu^ fad to tell, his lordfhip 
was not more fortunate in the Biitifh houfe of lords> 
than was Mr. Graittan the preceding March in the Irilh 
houfe of commons. Both motions had the fame un- 
lucky fate of rejeflion. On the following day> (the 
23d of November,) Mr. 1?ox made a fimilar benevolent 
and patriotic effort, (and who is unacquainted with his 
:3K)wers?) in the Britifh houfe of commons, but with the 

* • ' * ■ * 

like fiic^efs. He concluded a lucid and animated fpeech 
^ith the following pointed and emphatic quotation 
•from Cicero, which I canribt refift infertlng : «« Caruni 
" tfj'e cMbuSy bene de refuhlica mereri% laudari, coli^ 
" AV/ji, gloriofum eji : fhetuivero et inodio ejfii invidi-r 
" ^futriy detgflaiiky imheciltumy caducum.** «* 1*0 b^ 
** dear to one's country hi en, to defer ve well of the 
" common weal, to be praifed, to be refpefled, to be 
,^' beloved, is glorious : but to be feared, and encom- 
^' patted with hatred, is invidious, is dcteftable, is tot- 
." tering, is ruinous." 

The appointment of general fir Ralph Abercromby^ 
jni the icith of December, 1797, to the chief corlimand 
of" the forces in Ireland> gave general fatisfadlion^ 
*nd afFbrded a Tay of hope to drooping defpondency. 
The fabfequent difplay of his eminent virtues evinced 
the juftice of favoarable expefiatipn. Haying beca 
quartered in Ireland, through moft of his gradations 
of well-m-erited proAiotlon, he poffeffed a perfeft local 
knowledge of the country ; and he now rcfolved in 
P^rfonto vifit every diftrift, and thus he made a tour 
of obfervation through the whole iffand. After a 
ftrift review of every objeft worthy of his attention, 
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he publifhcd on his return to Dublin general ordci-j 
to the feveral military commanders> wherein after i 
having reprobated the irregularities of the foldieiyi b« 1 
direfledtheneceffary reftraint for their difordeilycou- 
6\i&. Thcfe orders were iffucd from the adjutant- 
geoeral's oSGccj in Dublin, on the z6th of Fcbruaiy^ ' 
1797* 

The carl of Moira, animated by the fame generous 
motives that always influenced his condu6), made hia 
laft effort to avert the impending ftorm. With this 
benevolent intention, on the igih of February, 17<,P, 
he moved in the Irifh lioufe of lords, " That an 
" humble addrefs be prefented to his excellency the 
" lord lieutenant, reprefentiog, that as parliament 
" hath confided to his excellency extraordinary povp- 
" ers for fupponing the laws and defeating any traito- 
" rous combinations which may exift in this kiog- 
" dom> this houfe feels it, at the fame time, iisduty, 
" as thofe powers have not produced the defired effciSf , 
" to recommend the adoption of fuch conciliatory 
" meafures as may allay the apprehenfions and extin- 
" guifli the difcontents ^unhappily prevalent in this 
" country," This motion was introduced after an -af- 
fefling fpeech of uncommon energy, but it was nega- 
tived without further inveHigation ; a circumftance 
that furnifiies ftrong ground for the opinion of man/ 
inielligenrJmen, that the door was fhut, at that time; 
againtl all enquiry, for purpofes not then known, or 
even imaglned'Ky the puyic^; but which, however, 
were foretold, as if from a fpirit of infpiration, even 
in the minuteft circumftances, by thofe elevated ge- 
niufes, whofe comprehenfive views in regard to the con- 
cerns of their country were unlimited. The great mea. 

fuif I 
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s ftill in rerervc) and' not to be brouglit forward 
until ihccouniry fliould be corapletcly paralyrcd. This 
unhappy ciiris it is thnugln, was long in agitation and 
deeply premeditated. 1 crave the reader's permiflion, 
while I endeavour to Iketch a brief outline of |he 
iner in which ii is fuppofcd to have been finally cf— 
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ing ihe American war, at one time, nearly all 
Be troops on the Irifli eftabliihmcnt were drawn off to ' 
t that unfortunate conteft. The combined fleet* 
of France and Spain were riding triumphant in the 
channelj andour fh ores were every moment threatened 
with a formidable invafion. In this perilous fituation 
Ireland was advifed by the Britifh miniflry to defend 
herfelf aswell as fhe could, as flie was now left no 
Other refourcc. The latent fpirit of the nation wa»' 
toufedat the approach of danger, Upwards of one hun- 
dred thniifand lierocs inflantly appeared, felF-clolhcd, 
feif-armed) perfectly equipped and appointed, ready to 
oppofe, with dauntlefs courage, the menacing foe that 
Would rafbiy venture to infnlt their coaft, Thefe were 
tile ever memorable and ever glorious volunteers of Irc^ 
land. Our enemies were all at once, completely feared, 
ihfy fhrunk into their ports ; and our Oiores, then too 
commanding for an attempt to land, were left unmolcft- 
ed. Our people were united in harmonious refolution ; 
every breaft glowed with patriotic ardour ; and the fal- 
vaiion of Ireland, otherwife left lo inevitable dertrufli- 
ohi wastheconfeijucnce. The hour of fecurity and focial 
iniercourfe produced reflexion. The faviours of their 

I country quickly difcovered that they exiftcd in a fiate 
6( thraldom to the Britifh patliament. They demanded 
Mcdrefs of grievances ; it could not be refufed ; and 
pe national legiflature was confequently declared in- 
»• dependent. 
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dependent. This great cvciit took place in 1782, m>4 
4 rapiii encieafe of nationa.1 prorpericy fuccccJet! ; oar 
commerce being lefs iliackled, became more extenlWc, 
And the capital of the ill and improved in fplendour and 
uagoif^cence. But it was with the utmod relui5tanc« 
snd under circumAanccs of imperious neccfliiy that 
ihefe cooceflions ieemed to be made by the Biitifli 
cabinet, while tliemrirt malignant envy rankled in he 
bofoms of the enemies of Ireland, But there was n» ' 1 
-alierafttive. A diffulion of liberal fentiraent and an 
nnity of interefla had combined men of alt ranks and ' 
perfualiODS in the common caufe The unhallowed 
BBonflcr of religious bigotiy could no longer be intro- 
duced to foment prejudice and few baleful divifionj 
all was concord and unanimity. But t he ribje-JI of cre- 
atingdifunion ajid aonulling the benefits obtained waS 
never loft fight of; and the happy fluteof Ireland COH- 
tinued uninterrupicd only, until thediiTolution ofthe 
volunteer allbciat ions, (and this was contrived as fpecdJIy 
as polEble) and till other fchemes were put in praiSlice 
to diflipate the union of fentlment which fo happily 
prejailed. Much time was not loft therefore, to pui 
every engine at work for this deiefted porpofc. Ja 
i-jZH a let of commercial regulations, denominated 
pTopofitions. was drawn up in the Ividi houfc of comk * 
iDOBSi and tranfmltted for tiie confideration 01 the Bri- '/ 
tifli parliament. From thence they were returned f(j „ 
altered, that the Irilh minifter of the day found it ex- 
pedient not to prefs tbem forward. It was aflcrted, 
that the propofitionsi fo garbled, went the full length 
of annihilating by implication, the independence fo 
lately acquired ; and this proceeding excited no fmall 
dcgiee of irritation. The fame year, among other ■ 
means of difturbing the harmony of the people, the 
wght reverend doftor Woodwardj late bifhop of 
Cloync> 
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Cioyne> taking advantage of feme difturbanecsj ex- 
cited by the exailions of tythe-farmers in Miinfter, 
Eliminated a pamphlet pronouncing the church and 
liate in danger. The trump of difcord thus delibc- 
X'ately blown, was refounded by an intemperate writer^ 
^ndcr the affumed name of ^' Theophilus" Thi* 
Scurrilous publication, (at firft acknowledged butafter- 
"wards denied by its reputed author) was, always with? 
good reafon attributed to a civilian, engaged in the 
fcrvicc of the eftabliflied church, and now at the head 
^f its judicial concerns. This author's publication i» 
notorious for virulent abufe, for grofs and foul invcc- 
livc a^ainft catholics in public ; though he had * 
catholic of the gentler fex, the wedded partner of hi» 
^xiftcncc, aiid though in private life endeavouring to» 
ntintain habits of intimacy with many of the catholic 
clergy ; but what reliance is* to be placed on the dccla- 
■lations of a man whofe practice is fo contrary to hi» 
P«)fefi5ons ; but he may well play the ambidexter^ when> 
Ks pleadings hav« heaped on him a multiplicity of 
profitable fituations, (which he does not admit to be 
Peaces or employments) and in his convivial moments 
*^'& foully belied if he does not mightily enjoy the • 
^t«^. Thcfe, and fuchlike produSions, diaated by. 

^^ spirit of difcord, were refuted by fcveral able pen* 

^^ ^iie day, but particularly convifled by the irrefiftt- 

^ ^i^rce of the benevolent O'Leary's dignified ridi- 

^le^. Xhis divine, profeffing the true fpirit of the gof- 

J^'> Excited by the pureft motivesof patriotifm and chrlf- 

^^ Ciharity fteps forward, and by his exhortations and 

*^*^^*^ple contributed more efFecSually to quiet the 

■^tn <:jg Qf jjj^ people, and appeafe t he tempeft, by bring- 

*^E ^liem back to a fenfe of their religion, and with- 

^^^ the lofs of a life^ efFecJed more than an hoft 

¥i<^mptedby prejudiced coercion, or a formidable army. 

The 



4B 1-sstkRf.tfiofj O* TH« 

The happy effefls of the exertions of this extraord}- 
nary man, whofe talents were To cminernly ufcful al 
thbciitical period, aitraflet! the notice of majefty, and 
with becoming gratitude unfolicited on his part, received 
a fmall atinuity ai a token of roya! favour ; his talents 
were conlidered too confpicuous to lie dormant, and very 
advantageous offers were made to him to wrice for a pe- 
liodical publication tha( militated againft his principles j 
he had no other property, yet he rejeiSls it with Icorn, 
altho' he was certain thereby to incur the difpleafuriJ 
of the ruling power in Ireland, that would do all in their 
power to injure him, which he preferred to the pro- 
flitution of his heavenly talents, and he retires froin 
his naiive country ami repairs to England, where the 
enviable faleffings of the conftituiion are experienced 
infinitely more than in Ireland. Vet all thefe exerti- 
ons did not allay the public ferment, and the hateful 
and melancholy effefls of religious diiTenfion were but 
too general ; and, hence may be deduced the moft la- 
mentable misfoitunes to Ireland, the mtvdl of relf- 
jf'oKJ enmity. 

No means were omitted thenceforward by the prin- 
cipal actors on the occallon, of cherifliing the animofi- 
tiea thus excited ; confident that this procedure alone 
would beft bear them to their end. This may be 
fairly concluded from what dropped in the debate oni 
the famous propolitions. A leading perlon, then high 
in confidence and official fituation, and who, before 
tlie final object was attained arrived at the chief judicial \ 
capacity of the land, pronounced in t he moment of exaf- 
peraled difappointmcnt, that " the Ir'tjh ■were a hefolled { 
*' people, eejUy roupd, and eajily appeafed ;" and in terms J 
unfit for decency to utter, he is faid to have threatened ' 
lo tame their refraflory fpirits. In truth, he then do- 
livered the fentimfnts of his party, as well as his own 
detcrminationa 
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det«rminatioD9 to which he ftriftly adhered ever after. 
This man of narrow politics omitted no occafion of 
accomplifhing the humiliation of his native country, 
OppojHng with licentious petulance? all rational fchemes^ 
of relbrm ; reprobating with plebeian ribaldry, the 
juftice of catholic claims ; and provoking public 
anger by infulting public feeling, he faw with gloomy 
fatisfaftion, before his premature diflblution, his ruth-' 
Itfs fyftem carried into woeful efFefl:. The trampled 
populace were goaded to refiftance ; their fmothered 
refentments burft into a flame that was not very edjily 
eKtinguifked ; the nation was diftra6ted, and the long 
prexneditated meafure of incorporating union fucceed* 
«d, aft^r a fpirited but inefledual reiiftance ; and thus 
Cikjled the political drama of Ireland. But to return. 

* 

Sir Ralph AbercTomby, after the publication of his 
general orders, and thfc knowledge he had acquired in 
lis general view of the country, endeavoured in vain 
^o imprefs the minds of thofe in power with his owii 
'^^^cU- founded opinion, that coercive meafures, in the 
extent determined on, were by no means neceffary 
^ Ireland. . Unwilling, therefore, to tarnifh his 
"SiiHtary fame, or rifque the lofs of humane and 
»anly charafier by leading troops to fcenes of cold- 
"blood flaughter and civil defolation ; fooner than 
iuidtion by his prefence proceedings fo abhorrent from 
kis nature, he refigned the chief command of the army 
in Ireland, on the 29th of April, 1798. His departure 
has, indeed, been a fore misfortune to this unhappy 
nation ; and had any cafualty detained him here, but 
one month longer, it would have been providential, 
for when the infurre6lion had aflually broken out, 
he could not fo well have refigned the command ; and 
fcis dignified authority would have reftraincd the foldiery 
. II ' from 



I 
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from the horrid exccfles they afterwards committedl' 
He was too good and too great a blefBng for this ill- 
fated land Io5X)£ref5at that time ; he did all in his power 
to prevent the woeful calamities that followed j his 
fplcudid exploits in Egypt have rendered his fame im- 
mortal ; and his death, though glorious, has left an ach- 
ing pang io the bofom of every true lover of this diClrafl- 
ed country: — may the olive branch which he waved ia 
Ireland be never forgotten among his unfading laurels t 

A ftrong conRrroationi if further proof were it 
all neceffary, of the great difcrimination of gene- 
ral Abeicromby's comprehenfive mind, is his marked' 
feleflion of a dignified charafler with whom tff 
fhare his confidence, as fccond in command wherr 
going on the expedition to Egypt,. His choice could 
not have fallen more judicioufly than on lord Hutchin- 
fon, whofe brilliant achievements and fplcndic! triumphs 
have fince fo largely added 10 Irifh fame, and adorned 
himfelf with merited honouis. This nobleman ap- 
pears to have rivaled his great friend as well in huma- 
nity as glory. Their opinions icfpe6ling Ireland> 
flriflly coincided, Witnefs his loi-dfiiip's well-known 
fentimentof " I abominate the torture," de- 
livered in the winter oF 1798, in the Iridi parliament 
in the debate on the btll of indemnity, for fcreening 
the iiiolent proceedings of the Oierifi' of the county of 
Tipperary; and it is happy fuch fentiment did not de- 
prive hjm of command. The oppoficion of the entire 
Hutchinfon family to oppretTive meafures was confpicu- 
cus on this occafion ; and their exertions were indefati- 
gable for the maintenance of peace and order througli- 
OUt the whole of the arduous period of diflurbancci 
They all breathed the fame fcntimctit of benevolence 
and humanity. Theearlof Donoughmorc exerted all hi» 
powc» 



<5^UNTY aF WEXFORB. 5^ 

jpowcr and influence to throw open the gates of mercy 
to the wretched people, and his brother the hon. 
Francis Hely Hutchinfon, who fucceeded Mr. Judkin 
Fitzgerald as fheriff of the county of Tipperary, wzi 
eminent in fupport of abhorrence of the torture. ItjL 
flfiort, the aiFable demeanor, the kind and conciliating 
maiyiers of this entire family, fafcinated the minds of 
ibc people, and ^thus prevented fliocking fcenes of 
dreadful devaftation, wherever they poffefled influence 
iff iad command, particularly in the counties of Tippe- 
rary, Cork, and Galway, much more effe6lually than 
any meafures of violence or coercion cou-ld ever ac- 
conaplifh. I hope, at a future period, to be enabled to do 
more juftice to the great merits 'of this family, by 
faithfully recording their generous actions in Munfter 
in 1798, a taflclhat muft be grateful to every lover of 
licunanity, and of Ireland, and thofe of other celebrated 
charaflers, that the limits of my prefcnt publicatioiji 
vPcrmits me only to glance. at. 

Immediately on the departure of general Aber- 
croipby^ the military were fent out at free quarters, in 
><bj! couaty of Kildare, and parts of the counties of 
Arlow and Wicklow. What hardfliips, what calamity, 
vhat mifery muft not the wretched people fuffer, on 
*^hom were let loofe fuch a body as the foldiery then 
40 Ireland arc defcribed to be in the general orders be- 
•forc alluded to of the 26th of April, 1798 ?— They 
^came matters of every houfe in the country, the 
r€»l owners were obliged to procure them every oecef^ 
f*ry they thought proper to demand ;' and, as their 
^11 was then the only law, and a very imperious and 
tyrannical law it was, the people dare not, except 
at the rifque of their lives, complain of any outrage or 
knitality of which their favage difpofition prompted 

H a them 
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thctn to be guilty. The ioeviuble coafequence was# 
thai fuch horril afls were perpetratej, fuch fhock- 
!ngfcei*weie exhibiied as mufl roufe ihc indignation 
■nd provoke ihe abhoiTence oF all not dead to humane i 
feeling, or not barbarifed by unnatural hatred of their 
fc I loM"- creatures ! 

At this period of confufion, the firft public intimation | 
ofdiflurbancein the county of Wexford was from a meet- I 
ing of magiftrates held at Gorey, on the 28ih of Nov. I 
1797. There the proclaiming of flxteen parifhes 
out of one hundred and forty-twoj of which the county 
confil^s, was voted hy a majority, of which my infor- 
mation does not afford me the number; but the mca- 
fure was ftiongly oppofed hy eight of the magiftrates 
prefent, including lord Mountnorris, who muft be na- 
turally fuppofed to feel fuhftantial reafons for his oppo- 
sition to haveihepart of the county proclaimed wherein 
his property principally lay ; and it is to be fairly pre- 
fumcd, (whatever ground may be had by fome reflcfling . 
people forthinking otherwife) that his lordfhip wasnot 
influenced on this occafion at leafti by motives of oppofi- 
tion to lord Ely, his fuccofsful rival in the patron age of 
the county. Shortly after this meeting at Gorey, I fpent 
fome days at Camolin-parki the feat of lord Mount- I 
norris, while he was folicittng the people, from pariiTi 1 
to parifb, to take theoath of allegiance. His lordfhip 1 
requefted tVoulrl ufe what influence I might poflefs ' 
with Ihc priefts in my neighbourhood, to induce theia 
and their flocks to join in this general left of loyalty* ' 
in order, as he faid, to put the catholic irterefl in the 
county of Wexford on the moft refpefiable footing; j 
fuggefling at the fame time, that from his " great coH- \ 
" fequence and infuenct, his rtfrrfentation of fa6ii mufl ' 
" ccuHteradi and ouliuei^h the mtjrefrtjentalitms of clhers." 

He 
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He alfo fhcwed me the oaths he ufually adminiftered on 
thefc occafions, and which he ftated himfelf to have im- 
proved from time to time by feveral alterations : he pro- 
duced one, in particular, which he conceived to be 
•Ivrought up to the higheft perfeSion of loyalty. Al- 
though I agreed with his lordfliip fo far as really to 
think the county was then in a ft ate of perfecS^ peace 
and tranquillity, (and therefore thought this overween- 
-ing parade unneceffary) yet I never believed him, not*- 
wiihftanding all his lordfhip's ftrong profeflions touhat 
cfFefl^, a lincere friend to catholics: I was rather 
-ftrongly of opinion, that he afFefled a ftiew of concern 
for their interefts, at this critical period, in mere oppo- 
fition to the noble lord his competitor for influence. 

I therefore took the moft civil tneans in my power of 
declining the interference to which his lordlhip wouM 
Jbave directed my exertions. Lord Mountnorris, how- 
ever, was not fingular in courting catholic popularity 
at that time, for all the newfpapers of the day teemcvl 
^vith addreffes from the catholics throughout the ifland, 
publiflied, nbt at the defire or at the expence of the 
•fubfcribers, but by the political manoeuvrer^ who took 
-the trouble of procuring them, to anfwer their private 
purpofes, by playing them off againft the fchemes of 
other opponents. 

Previous to tlie fpring aflizes of 1798, feveral pri- 
foners were tranfmitted from Wexford to abide their 
trials at Wicklow, on the profecution of an in- 
•former, whofe real name was Morgan, and who had 
been tranfported fome years before for robbe- 
ry, but had returned to the country under the affum- 
-ed name of Cooper. This mifcreant was encouraged 
by fome magiftrates of th6 county of Wicklow, to 
... fwear 



informations againO united Inflimen ; and this he diJ! 
poftcopipudy. On producing him, however, at Wick-' 
]owi his cbaraiSler appeared fo infamousj that the gen- 
tlemen of ihc bar were uiireferved in declaring that 
the bafencfs of fuch a nefarious villain reflected not a 
liulc on thofe magiflrates that encouraged him to come 
forward. AU the piifoners were conrequent!y actiuit- 
ted, and it ■ was therefore not deemed expedient to 
biing him on to profecute at Wexford) where there 
vere alfo fome.prifoners confined on his information. 

At this allizcs alfo one man of the name of Collins* 
otjierwife M'Qgillen., was brought to trial for fpread- 
ing falfc news, and alarming ,the country ^ it wap 
clearly proved, that this man circulated a report of the 
arrival of the 'French ofFBantryj and that the yeomen 
or Orangemen (indifll'rently fuppofed by the people «» 
be the fame) were to march to refill the invafion i 
and that it was dcfigned by tUcm previoufly to commit 
a maliacre upon the catholics of the country. Such 
implicit belief did the report gain, that every perfoH 
from Bray to Arklow, between four and five and 
twenty miles' extent abandoned tlieir habitations, and 
flept in the open fields, and fome women were even de- 
livered in that expofed condition- It is w.orthy of re- 
mark, that thefe people muft have from fome previ- 
ous caufe been led to form fo bad an opinion of 
their neighbours, when ihcy gave credit with fo macl^ 
facility to thefe reports. 

Several had been confined in Wexford as united 
Triihrnen, to be profecuted by an informer of a defcrip- 
tion quite different from that of the Wicklow ruf^an. 
The name of this fecond informer was Jofeph Murphy., 
a creature of fuch idiot afpect, that it was imppflibic. 

even 
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^ven at firft viewj not to conclude him deftitute of com- 
xnon intelle6l> (o that it appeared (Irange that any ma- 
giftrate of the leaft difcrimination could venture to pro- 
riiice him : yet, this was the man chofen craftily to infinu- 
ate hrmfelf to be fworn an unrted Irifhman, and then to 
jdcvelope this whole fcheme of the combination to a ma- 
{iftrate of the county, who^had employed him for that 
purpofe, as he afterwards afferted in the moft folemn 
2Danner> and his teftimony on the trial, when he was^ 
produced as an informer, fuflSciently warrants this con- 
fcffioir. Only one trial was ventured on by the crown- 
folicitor at the profecution of this man, and on hearing^ 
his evidence the prifoner was inftantly acquitted, and the 
remainder of thofc againfl whom he had given infor- 
mation were turned out of the dock, without any trial 
whatever. — I fhofald not dwell upon thefe apparently 
trivial circumftanees, but that the publiccan judge of the 
truth only by a faithful relation of fafts; and thefe 
fafls alfo tend to prove that the f) ftem of the united 
Irifhmen had not diiFufed itfelf through the county of 
Wexford to the extent fo confidently affirmed by an au- 
thor, whofe veracity fn almoft every other inftance ap- 
pears equally queftionable. The truth is, that no au- 
thentic proof exifted at the time to fupport thefe arro- 
gant affertrons ; and fubfequent information confirms 
how little the county of Wexford was concerned in 
that confpiracy, as no return appears of its being orga- 
Bifed, in the difcoveries of the fecret committees of 
the houfes of lords and commons. It would be as con- 
trary to truth, however, to fay there were no united 
Irifhmen in the county of Wexford ; but by every ftate- 
nicnt worthy of credit, that has ever appeared, their 
numbers were comparatively fewer in this than in any 
other county in Ireland; and fuch as were of that de- 
fcription here fcem to have been privately fworn in the 

dctache4 
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cieiaclied unconnefled manner of the firfl progrefs of 
tba(burincfS) before it alTumed the form of regular or- 
jianifallon. According to this fyftcm now (b univcr- 
i'^liy known, the united Inflimca of the county of 
'W'exfordj conlidering the meanswhercby thofe that were 
urged intu the confpiracy, do net appear to come ftriillf 
nnder that denomination ; for their livfi inducement to 
combine was to render their party ftrong enough to re- 
£[) the oj'angemeni whom Ihey aflually believed to be 
ailbciated and fworn for the extermination of the ca- 
tholics ; and " lo wade aikle dtef in ihilr Hood .'" — What 
tlreadful notions of terror and alarm muft not fill the 
Siinds of people belieiing themfelves thus devoted to 
inevitabic delivu8ion ? fo ftronglyi indeed, was ic en- 
(leavouved to impiefs lUc honid belief, that it was fre- 
([iiently reported thvougti the countiy, that the orange 
men were to rife in the night time to murder all tho 
catholics. Reports of an oppofite kind alio went 
abroad, as it appears, by a public advertifement^ that a 
icward of one hundred guineas was oflcred by the ro- 
man catholic inhabitants of the neighbourhood oF Go- 
ycy for the difcovery of fome wicked and defigning 
perlbm who had a malevolent and dcteflablc ruraour* 
that all the churches were to be attacked, on Sunday 
the 39lh of April, and chat a general maffacre of the 
protedants waa to foUow^ The advertifement was 
figned by the pri.ens and principal inhabitants of the 
place, with lir Thomas Efmonde, baronet, at tlieir head • 
and thus did the catholics do all in their power lo fatisfy 
ttie minds of their protctlaiit brethren. Thefe report* 
;ainly occalioiied a great deal of mifchief among the 
ignorant and uninformed of all defcriptions, whofe 
miadiwere wrought up to fuch fmy and animofity, that 
the oppofite parties united for mutual defence and hoIU- 
lity Co their opponents. 

On 
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On the 30th of March) 1798, all Ireland was put 
(iftdcr martial law? and ofBcially declared to be in a 
t!ate of rebellion, by a proclamation from the lord lieii- 
tenant arid privy council of the realm, tn this pro- 
cIa.niation the military wer^ directed to ufe the moft 
fummary method of r^prefEng diflurbaHces. 

nrhe orange fyliem made no public appearance in th^ 

county of Wexford^ until the beginning of ApriU oa 

the arrival there of the North Cork militia> commanded 

by lord Kingfborough. In this regiment, there were a 

great number of orangemen, who were zealous ia 

making profelytes, knd difplaying theit devices ; hav^ 

log medals and orange ribbons triumphantly pendant 

from their bofoms. It is belieVed, that previous to 

ibis period, there were but few a£lual orangemen in the 

county I but foon after, thofe whofe principles inclined 

that way, finding themCelves fupported by the military^ 

Joined the aflbciation, and publicly avowed themfelvesf 

h/ afliiming the devices of the fraternity* 

Itisfaid,that the North Cork regiment were alfothe 
ioventOTS — but they certainly were the introducers of 
jMlch-cap tdrture into the county of Wexford. Any 
P^rfon having their hair cut fliort, (and therefore called 
a croppy, b) which appellation the foldiery defignated 
^ Qoited Irifbman, ) on being pointed out by fome loyal 
^ighbour, was immediately felzed and brought into 
* guard-houfe, where caps either of coarfe linen or 
wrong brown paper, befmeated iniide with pitch, were 
always kept ready for fervice* The unfortunate vi6lim 
i*d one of thefe well heated, compreffed on his head^ 
•od when judged of a proper degree of coolnefs, fa 
tbat it could not be eafily pulled offi the fufFerer was 
turned out amidft the horrid acclamations of the merci- 

1 Icfa 
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Icfs torturers; and to the view of vaft numbers oF 
people, who generally crowded about the guard-houfc 
door, attraited by the afflicted cries of the tormemed. 
Many of thofc pcrfecuted in this manner, experienced 
additional anguifh from the melted pitch trickling into 
their eyes. This afforded a rare addition of enjoyment 
to thefe keen fporifmen, who reiterated their horrid 
yells of exultation, on the repetition of the feveral 
accidents to which their game was liable upon being 
turned out; for in the confufion and hurry of efcaping 
from the ferocious hands of thefe more than favage 
barbarians, the blinded viflims frequently fell or inad. 
vertently dafhed their heads againft the walls in their 
way- The pain of difengagingthis pitched cap from the 
head muil be next to intolerable. The hair was often 
torn out by the roots, and not unfrcquently parts of the 
fkin were fo'fealded or bliftercd as to adhere and come 
off along with it. The terror and difmay that thefe 
outrages occalioned are inconceivable. A ferjcani of 
the NortM Cork, nicknamed Tom tkc Devil, was mott 
anecnious in deviling new modes of torture. Moiftened 
gunpowder was frequently rubbed into the hair cut 
filofe and then fet on fire; fome. while (hearing for 
this purpofc, had the tips of tlieir ears fnipc off; fome- 
times an entire ear, and often both ears were com- 
pletely cut oiF; and many loft part of their nofes dur* 
ing the like preparation. But, flrange to tell, thele- 
attrocities were publicly praflifed without the leaft 
rcferve in open day, and no magiftrate or officer ever 
interfered, but fhamefully connived at this extraordi- 
nary mode of quieting the people ! — Some of the mi- 
ferable fufTerers on thefe fhocking occafions, or fomC' 
of their relations or hiends ailuated by a principle of 
retaliation, if not of revenge, cut fhon the hair of Tc- 
veral perfgns whom they cither confidcred as enemies 
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or Tufpe^ed of Iiaving pointed them out as objcftc 
for fuch dcrpcrate treatment. This was done with a 
viewihal thofe ai^ive ciu^ens Oiould fall in for a little 
wperifnceof thelikedifcipline, or to make the fafhion 
of ftiort hair fo general thai lE might no longer be a 
IBirk of party diflin6>ion. Females were alfo cxpofed 
to the groGTefl infults from thefc military ruffians. Ma- 
ny women had their peiticoatSj handkerchiefs, caps, 
ribbons, and all parts of their drefs that exhibited a 
(llldc of green {confidered the rational colour of Ire- 
land} torn ofF> and their ears alTailed by the moft vile. 
and indecent ribaldry. This was a circumftance fo un- 
forffecn, and of courfe fo little provided againfl, that 
many women of cnthiiriaflic loy alty fuffered outrage in 
ibis manner. Some of thefe ladies would not on any 
account have worn any thing which they could evca 
imsgine partook in any degree of cropfytftn. The/ 
wtrc, however) unwarily involved until undeceived 
by thefe gentle hints from thefe kind guardians of al- 
tegiancc, 

Great as the apprchenfions from orangemen had 

been before among the people, they were now multipli- 
dlenfold, and aggravated terror led them in nutnbcrs 
tobcfworn united Irillimen, in order to countcrafl the 
foppofed plan of their rumoured cxtermlnatore. The * 
fwsofthe people bacame fo great at lengthi that the/ 
foiijok their houfes in the night and flept, (if under 
fuch circumflanccs they could fleep) in the ditches. 
Thtfe fa£ts were notorious at the time, and had the 
*^iflrates, and gentlemen of the country been afluat- 
<^ by the feelings that humanity naturally excites oa 
Cich occalions, they might, with very little trouble 
lave convinced the deluded populace of the fallacy of 
fiich reports, and they fhould have promifed them pub- 
Kcpiotcilion. In general, howe-yer, the fafl was other- 
I a wir«. 
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wife. The melancholy fituaiion of the people was re- 
garded with the utmoft indifFcrcncc; few individuals felt 
any concern or gave themfelves any trouble about what 
iliey ihoughr ; and no effort whaterer was made to 
allay their apprchenfions, or at all to undeceive them, 
Tlieir minds v.cre left to ihe operation of their fean.- 
to difGpitc which if any pains had been laken, it is 
certain that thcfc horrid conceptions entertained oF 
Orangemen could never have taken fuch ftrong hold oF 
tbi" feared imaginations} and that violence would 
have been repreDTed in its origin, I had the good for- 
tune to fucceed fo far, in my own neighbourhood, as t» 
induce the people to remain in their houfes at night j 
and the trouble it gave me to cfFefl fo much cannot be 
conceived without aflual experience. I was much 
amazed to find thai this notion was fo firmly entertain- 
ed by fomc people of rerpei^labilllyi that [ believe Tny- 
felf to have been the only pcrfon that flept in a houfei 
wherein I was on a vifit. The fears of the family harf 
been fo great, that they had formed a plan of efcapc, in 
cafe of any attempt by the orangeraen lo murder them 
in the night, and with this plan I was made acquaimec^ 
the next morning. I endeavoured to inculcate my 
own fixed opinion of the impoflibility of a chviftiaa 
harbouring the thought of putting to death an unoflcnd- 
ing fellow-creature. The difpofition is too fi.ocking fo^^ 
any chriftian to chcrifli againft another ; but more efpe- 
cially fo for a chriflian boafting that of all perfuanonS' 
his own difpofcs mod to liberality. I rejeflcd the odi- 
ous, infernal thought with abhorrence, and railed at ' 
the weaknefs that would give it a moment's receptioa ] 
in the mind ; and I fucceeded in difpelling the fears i 
of [omc of aiy friends- 

The minds of the people being thus greatly irrita^-jl 

^ (particularly by the impunity of the afls of outrage , 

^Ireadsj 
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already related) and their alarms having made them 
abandon their houfes at nights they colle£led in great 
numbers in their lurking places. Meafures of felf- 
defence were naturally fuggefted in confequence of 
their apprehenfions, and they were readily led to adopt 
.the means that were deemed bed calculated to enfure 
fecurity. The united Iriflimen eagerly advanced the 
arguments moft likely to induce the body of the people 
t6 embrace their fyfterai and they met with powerful 
fupportand co-operation from thofe of the oppofite fac- 
tion ; whofe violent conduft and zealous perfeciitions 
proved more efiScacious in urging on thepeoplcj than 
any allurements whatfoever. — Men thus defperatcly 
circumllanced uphold and (limulate cacli other's confi- 
dence» and all confiileration^of the weaknefs of indivi- 
dual exertion is removed by a reliance on coUedlivc 
force. In this ftate is man no longer connedied in the 
way of civil fociety, but finds himfelf furrounded by 
One conyulfed and half-diffolved, and a fever of the 
mind enfues that banifhe§ all idea of calm circumfpec- 
Mon. Afoul thus imprefled cannot abide in folitude^ 
and is therefore led by irrefiftible impulfe to adopt any 
plaufible project that holds out additional means of 
iVrefervation, proteftion or defence. 

On the asth day of Aprils 1798, an affembly of 
It^wenty-fevcn magiflrates was held at Gorey, where 
It was refolved, that the whole county of Wexford 
ITiould be forthwith proclaimed ; and this accordingly 
^ook place on the 27th. — From this period forward 
^lEiany magiftrates of the county made themfelves confpi- 
c^uous in pradifing the fummary mode of quieting the 
Ciountry, by the infliflion of all kinds of torture. 
'\rhey feeny^ indeed, to have emulated or rather rivaled 
'^hc cquduft of the magiftrates of other coumics, who 

had 
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had made. trial of ihc fulutary effefls of perreculion 
ibmcwhat fooner. In ihc feveral neighbourhoods of 
Rofsj EnnifconSj' and Gorey, ihe people fuffered moll> 
as in each of iliefc towns a magiflratc flatted up eager 
for the glorious diftinflion of ouiRripping all others, 
each by his own fupcrior deeds of death, deflagraiion 
and torture ! but it is to be oWerved, that none of thefe 
men had ever l>eforc potTeffcd either [aleots or rcfpec- 
tabiliCy fufHeient to euiiilc him to take a leading part; 
yet) if burning houfes, whipping and half-hanging 
Dumberai hanging fome all out, and (hooting others* 
■with atttndant atrocities, confliiute the cliara^criftic 
of loyal and good magiflrates, they muft be allowed 
[Irong claim to cmioence. In the mean time, it tntift 
beobferved alfo, thai fucli pioccedings, ho«-ever fanc- 
tioncd) arc contrary to tlic fpirit of the conftitution. s 
principal pan of the excellence of which is the exclu- 
lion of all torture. In all the riots and diflurbances that 
took i^ace in England, does it appear in any one in- 
flancei that an infiitSiion of torture was ever attempted H 
Yet have we heard of afTociaiions there, as alarming ii^ ' 
their tendency as any tharcan be imputed t o united Iiifli- i 
men, although no one has been found pofleflcdo/fufiGci- 
ent hardihood there to try this defperate experiment. ' 
Would the mort powerful, the richeftj or the mod vio- ^ 
lent man in England be hazardous enough to treaj the i 
mcanefl fubjedt with the barbarous feverity piaflifed ii^ '' 
numberlefs inftances on refpe£lablc as well as humble 
individuals in Ireland ? the attempt would be too dan- 
gerous. I apprehend the refult would prove, that the 
people would rife in a mafs in reliftancc to fuch oppref- 
fi\e treatment; and it is fubmitted to the determina~ ■ 
lion of the candid and impartial, ii' the feelings of the 
people of England would not yield to fuch tyranny 
without meeting it with the moft violent oppofition, 
whethej 
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whether it be not natural to fuppofe, that it miifl have 
Toufcd the refentments of the people of Ireland ? — I 
am firmly perfuaded, that the conduft of the magif- 
f rates before alluded to (and of fome others not en- 
titled to quite fo much renown in this caufe>) fupportcd 
by the yeomen under their controul, together with the 
Co-operation of the military, occafioned or rather forced 
the rifing of the people in the county of Wexford*. 
While I endeavour to eftablifh the truth of this affer- 
tion> 1 beg the reader'is attention to the particular dates 
of the fevcral outrages, and of the refpetSlive periods 
ait which different parts of the county joined the ii»- 
fluTgents» as it will be neceflary to take them in regu- 
lar order* to form an adequate and impartial opinion* 
The proclamation of the couhty of Wexford having 
^iren greater fcope to the ingenuity of magiftrates to 
^evife means of quelling all fymptoms of rebellion, as 
Xvell ast)f o(ing every exertion to procure difcoverics^ 
^ h,ey foon fell to burning of houfes, wherein pikes or 
thcr offenfive weapons were difcovered> no matter 
ow brought there : but they did not flop here, for the 
dwellings of fufpe61ed perfons, and thofe from whici 
^kny of the inhabitants were found to be abfent at night 
alfo confumed* This circumftance of abfenc^ 
rom the houfes very generally prevailed through the 
lountry, although there were the ftri6left orders for- 
idding it. This was occafioned at firft, as was before 
bferved, from apprehenfion of the orangemen, but 
Lfterwards proceeded from the aflual experience eT 
orture by the people, from the yeomen and magiftrates. 
ome too abandoned their homes for fear of being 
'%vhipped> if, on being apprehended, confeflions fatisfac- 
"^ory to the magiftrates could either be given or ex- 
ported, and this infliflion many perfons feemed to fear 
»aore than death itfclf. Many unfortunate men who 

were 
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were taken in their own lioufcs were ftrung up as it 
were to be hanged) but weic let down now and then 
to try if ilrangulaiion wuuld oblige tfjcm to become 
informers. After thefe and ike like cxperimenrs, fc- 
veral perfons languillicd for fome time, and at length 
pciiilicd in confequence of lliem. Smiths and carpen- 
tei-s, whofe afUftancewas confidcicd in til fpcn fable In tijtf 
fabrication of pikes, were pointed ouii on evidence of 
iheir trades, as the firtl and fitteft objeSls of torture. 
But the fagaciiy of fome magiftrates became It length 
foacuiei from habit and exercifc) thatthey iifcemed an 
timted Iiiiliman even at the firft glance ; and their 
■zeal never fuffered any peifon, whom they deigned 
to' honour M-ith fuch diftinflion, to pafs off without 
convincing proof of their attention. The two follow- 
ing inftanccs are fclecled from *' an account of the lat* 
rebellion," by Mr. Alesantler, a protedant inhabitant 
of Rofs> who keeps an academy in that town : 



" I now heard of many punifhmenta of fufpe£)ed 

' pcrfonsj both by flogging and fliangulaiion, being 
' put into execution in the barrack-yard, (inRofsJ tO 
' c^rolt confeflion of guilt. There were two of 
' ihefc vi^ims brought from the barrack to the 
' court-houfe to undergo a repetition of former pu- 
' niniments. One of them of the name of Drifcol* 
' was found in Camlin-wood, near Rofs, where he 
' faid, he generally wandered as a hermit. Upon him 
' weie found two roman cathoUc prayer-books* . 
' with which it was fuppofed he adrainideied oaths of 
' difloyalty. He had been firanglcd three times and 
' flogged four times during confinement, but to n 
' purpofe ! his fcHow-fufFerer was one Fitzpatrick of 
' DujiganOown, near Sutton's parifii. This man had 
1 NewfuiinJIand failor, but long utterly difqua- 
•« lificd 
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*' Ixfied to follow that occupation, by reafon of an in- 
*' 'vetcrate fcurvy in his legs. He therefore com 
*' Kxienced abecedarian, near Sutton's parifli. It hap- 
" jpencd that a magiftrate who was a yeoman, and 
" ^:>thcrs of his corps, pafled by his noify inanfion> 
" 'v«7hich was no other than a little thatched ftable* 
■^ lat like a bee-hivie, proclaimed the induftry of its 
" \ jihabitants. The magiftrate entered, followed by 
'^* t ie otlffer yeomen. < Here h a man,' fays the ma- 
giftrate, fpeakingof the mafter, as I fhall call him> 
^ hough his authority was now for fome months to 
l^avcf an end • and a fevere vacation it was. * Here 
s a man, who I prefume, can have no objection to 
akc the oath of allegiance. — What do you fay? 
r. teacher !' — « dar a hourfay (i. e, by this book) 
will take It fir, and thank you for bringing it to 
' So faying, he took the book, which the ma- 
giftrate held forth, and not only took the oath with 
^he moft cordial emphafis, but added another expref- 
43vc of his loyalty at all times. Upon this, the ma- 
giftrate regarded his companions with a look of dry 
liumour? and obferved, that this mull he a loyal man 
dndeed. < Well then, my loyal friend, I fuppofe yoa 
"wifl readily fwear to all the pikes, and to the owners 
and pofleflbrs of them, of which you have any know- 
ledge ?' The man fwore he had no certain know- 
ledge of the kind ; and that he never faw a rebel's 
jike in his life, or a pike of any kind fince the re- 
l)cllion. * Then,' fays the magiftrate, * you fliall 
fwear that you will, to the utmoft of your future 
knowledge, or information this way, give inthebeft 
manner you can, all fuch infotmation to a lawful 
" magiftrate, or other officer in his majefty's fervice.' 
No -fir,' anfwered Fitzpatvick, « I will not fwear 
^hat: I will bring no man's blood on my head, and 
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" if I do inrnrmi who will Topport and prntPct n«. 
«' when I have loft all *ny fchoUrs, and my neigh- 
" hours turn upon me ?' — Upon this he was immc- 
" diately apprehended and efcortcd lo Ro!s : he was do! 
*' ftrangledt however but flogged with great' (cFcrity; 
" and it was not with dry eyes that T faW the puni(li« 
" ment iiiflifled on this humble pioneer of literature; 
" About, a month after the battle, both ihefe mefi 
" were tried before gencial Cowley, and matters a|>- 
*• pearing no farther againfl them than I have dated* ' 
" they were liberated from aclofc and filthy confine- 
*' ment. The general prcfented both with a fmall 
" fum of money, exprefling a good namred conceriij 
" that he could not then give them any greater pc- 
" cuntary affiftance. He alfo gave them wiltten pro- 
" teflioti5, expreffive of his opinion of their bcingt 
" peaceably difpofed. I nev«r once heard an- authentic 
" account of any immediate good cffefl produced by 
" tliefe punifhmeRts. However, if is mod ceitain 
" that the feverities in general, ferved to accelerate ' 
" the rebellion, and rherebyj very conliderably, tB 
" weaken its progrcfs."* 

Many innocent men were thus taken up, while 
peaceably engaged ' in their own private concerns^ 
walking along the road, or pafling through the market 
in the feveral townsj without any previous aceufation». 
but in confequeocc of military whim, or the caprice, 
of magiflerial \oya,]ty ; and ihofe who had been aB ' 
market, and were paffed by unnoticed, had the ncMrs- , 
of a public exhibition to bring liomi', for the unFortii- . i 
nate viflimsthua feized uponj were itiOantly fubjeflcd, , i 
at leaft, to the torture of public whipping. People of 
timid difpoHtions, therefore, avoided going to market* , 
fearinQ | 
* Sk AlEx;iaJ«r'> accannt of Uie rciicllion, page tS, i% 
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Aarin^ that they might be forced to difplay the like 

fpe6lacle. Provifions of courfe became dear^ for 

vant of the ufual fupply in the market towns; and 

,thc military^ to redrcfs this evil, went out into the 

country and brought in what they wanted, at what 

price they pleafed ; the o^vners thinking themfelve^ 

veil treated, if they got but half the value of their 

goods; ,and, in cafe of a fecond vifit, happy if they 

efcaped unhurt, which however was not always the 

l^^afe ; and thus were the minds of the people brought 

to adi^ic fuch powerful impreiBons of terror, that death 

•^tfelf was fometimes the confequence. The following 

is a flrong indance of this melancholy fa£t, related by 

the rev. Mr. Gordon : — 

-T* "Whether an infurreflion in the then exlding ftate 

oF the kingdom would have taken place in the 

codnty of Wexford, or, in cafe of its eruption, 

^c>^ far lefs formidable and fanguinary it would 

^^^c been, if no afls of fe verity had been committed 

^y^ the foldiery, the yeomen, or their fupplemen- 

'^^»~J aflbciatesj without the direft authority of their 

*^ lienors, or command of the magiflrate, is a quef- 

^*^^», which I am not able poikively to anfwer. In 

^'^ ^ neighbourhood of Gorey, if I am not miflaken, 

*^^^ terror of the whippings was in particular fo 

8^' ^t, that the people would have been extremely 

S •'^id, to renounce for ever all notions of oppofition 

^-^ government, if they could have been affurcd of 

r^^miffion to remain iii a ftate of quietnefs. As aii 

^'^^ance of this terror, I fhall relate the following 

^^: — on the morning' of the 23d of May, a 

^QcJlring man, named Denis M^Daniel, came to 

" V houfe with looks of the utmoft confternation 

*" ' difmay, and confelTed to me, that he had taken 

Kz ^« the 
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" the united Irifiiman's oath) and bad paid for a pike, 
" wit'j which he had not yet been fuynifhed, nineteen- 
*' pence halfpenny, to one Kilty a fmith, who had ad- 
" niiniftcred the oath to him and many others. While: 
" I fenc my cldefi fon) who was a lieutenant of yeo- 
« manry, to arreft Kiliy, I exhoited M'DauIel lo far- 
*' render himfelf to a magiftratp) and make his con- 
«' feffion ; but this lie pofitively refufed, faying chat he 
*' fhould, in that caTc, be lafhed to make him produco 
" a pike, whicli he bad not, and to confefswhat ha | 
*' knew not. Jthcn advifed him, as the only alterna- 
" tive, toremai.i quietly at home, prooifing that if ho 
" fliould be avrefted on the information of othersj I 
*' would reprefent his cafe to the magiftraies. Ha 
" look" my advice, but the fear of arreft and lafhlng 
" had fo taken pofleffion of his thoughts that he could 
<' neither eat norfleep; and on the morning of the 
" i5th, be* fell on his face and expired in a Ut;le 
" grove near my houfc."* 



I 



The reverend Mr. Gordon, from whofc hiftory I havt- 
fjuoted the foregoing narrative, is a clergyman of the 
enablifhcd church, wlio rcfided in the neighbourhood 
of Goreyj as a curate, for twenty-three years ; and as 
he was an eye-witncfs, his relation of the fa6l deferves 
the utmofl credit. He had every opportunity of watch- 
ing the approach of the infurreflion, and I finccrely 
wilh there were many like him pofleffed of liberal fcn- 
liments and benevolent fecllngfor thedelufionsand fuf- 
ferings of the people. With regard to his opinion, 
that they would remain quiet in the neighbourhood o£ 
Gorey, if they were certain of being left in peace at 
Itome, Iperfe"ly coincide with him; and lean con- 
fidenriy alfert the fame of the neighbourhood in whicf\ 

I re- 
5 S« Cordoo'i Hiftory of the ItlQi RebcIlioB, p. 87, Eg. 
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I refidcd. It was not poflSble that the convulfed ftate 
of the country could efcapetheobfervation of any hu- 
mane or intelligent perfon : an enquiry into the caufe 
would naturally fuccecd iuch notice, and the refult 
muft be the confequent convi6lion of this truth. I have 
alfo reafon to believe, that fuch was the difpofition 
Ihroughout the whole county, as I have heard feveral 
refpeilable magiftrates and other perfons of veracity- 
from various parts of it exprefs the fame fentiment; 
and, as each individual was undoubtedly the beft judge* 
in his own neighbourhood, of theconduft of the inhs^- 
bitants, the inference to becolle6led from thefe feveral 
luniform ftatements muft beconclufive evidence. for the 
teftablifhmcnt of a fa6t, to which fubfequent events af- 
Cord a ftrong corroboration. 

While the minds of the people were in this ftate of 
fjiftradion and alarm, numbers condemned totranfpor- 
Itation, by the magiftrates of other counties, daily pafled 
Ithro' the county of Wexford on their way to Duncan- 
^on-fort. Groupes of from twelve to fifteen car- 
loads at ^, time have gone through Rofs alone. Thefe 
l:errifying examples added if poffibleto.the apprehenfi- 
«ns already entertained, and the precedent wasfoon after 
3put in praSice in the county of Wexford itfelf. 

Great as the atrocities already related may appear, 
^and furely they are very .deplorable) enormities ft ill 
*ioTC (hocking to humanity remained to be perpetrated. 
However grating to generous and benevolent feeling- 
the fad detafl muft prove, imperious truth impofes the 
Srkfome neceffity of proceeding to fa£ls. 

Mr. Hunter Gowan had for many years diftinguiflied 

limfelf by his activity in apprcjhending robbers, for 

' "' ' whick 
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[ >Iiich lie was rewarded -wiih a penfion of lool. per 
luni, and U were much lo be willied that every one 
who has nbtajnfd a penlion had as well deferved ic 
Kow cxaitfd [o ihe rank of magifliate, and promoied 
lo be capcaia of a CO) ps of yeomen, lie was zealous in 
tfxerti'ins to in<"pU-e the people abojjt Gorcy with dutiful 
fubmi{&on to the magiflracy, and a refpe6lf-i)l awe of 
tlic yeomanry. On a public day in llic week preceding 
tIieinfnrrei!iion, tlie lown of Goi-ey beheld the tiiumph- 
il1 eniiy of Mr. Gowan at the iitfad of his corps, w iih hij 
fworddraun, aad a human ^nger ftuck on thp point of 



With this tropliy he marched into the (own, parading 
up and down the flreets feveral limes, fo that there 
v-as not a perfon in Gorey who did not witnefs this ex- 
hibition ; while in the meanlime the triumphant coi ps , 
difplayed all the devices of orangemen. After the la- 
bour and fatigue of the day, Mr. Gowan and his mea 
retired to a public houfe to refrefh thcmfelves, andi 
like true blades of game, their pundi was ftirred about 
^^-ith the linger chat had graced their ovation, in imita- 
tion of keen fox hunters who wfii^ a bowl of punch 
with the bvufh of a fox before their boozing com- 
mences. This captain and magiflrate afterwards went to 
the houfe of Mr, Jones, where his daughters were, and, 
while taking a fnack that was fet before him, he 
bragged of having blooded hiss corps thai day, and 
that they were as {launch blood- hounds as any in the 
world. The daughccra begged of their father to Ihew 
ihem the croppy finger, which he deliberately took 
from his pocket and handed to tiiem. Miftes dandled 
it about with fenfelefs exultation, at which a young 
lady in the room was fo fhocked that fhc turned about 
to a. windowj holding her haad lo hci face to avoid 

the 
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the horrid fight. Mr. Gowan perceiving this> to<>k the 
£nger from his daughters» and archly dropped it into 
the difgufted lady's bofom. She inftantly fainted> and 
thus the fcene ended ! ! ! Mr. Gowan conftanily boafted 
- of thiSj and other Jimilar hercic aflionsy which he 
repeated in the prefence of brigade major Fitzgerald f 
on whom he had waited officially, but fo far from meet- 
ing with his wonted applaufe, the major obliged hint 
inftantly toleavc the company. 

Ennifcorthy and its neighbourhood were fimilarly 
jprotefted by the aflivity of Archibald Hamilton Jacobs 
*idcd by the yeomen cavalry thoroughly equipped for 
* his kind of fcrvice. They fcoured the country, bav- 
in their train a regular exe<!utioner, completely ap- 
inted with hi» implements, a hanging rope and a 
-o'-mne-tails. Many deteftrons and confequent 
fecutions of united Irishmen foon followed. A la^v 
"3.clbeen recently enafled, that magiftrates, upon their 
authority, could fentence to tranfportation perfon* 
\ikA and convifled before them. Great numbers 
accordingly taken up, profecuted and condemned, 
however, appealed to an adjournment of a 
^^ ^rtcr-feflion held in Wexford, on the 23d of May^ 
che county court- honfe; at which three- and twenty 
gift rates from cUflFerent parts of the county attended* 
"^re all the private fentences were confirmed, except 
^^t of oi\e man who was brought in on horfeback 
^*^*t morning, carrying a pike with a handle of enor- 
mous length, through Wexford town, on his way to the 
S^ol. This exhibition procured him the reverfion of 
^^3 fentence, at the inftance of the very magiftrates who 
"*d condemned hiip. — In the courfe of the trials on 
^^fe appeals, in the public court-houfc of Wexford> 
^'* A* H* Jacob appeared as evidence agAinft the prl- 

foners 
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fancrs, and publicly avowed'the happy difcoveries he 
•tad made in confequencc of inHi£ting t)ie torture: 
many iiiflancesj of whipping and llrangulation he par- 
ticularly deiaited with a degree of felf-approbation 
and cntnpiacencyi that clearly dcmonftialed how 
highly he was pleafed lo rate the merits of his own 
grtal and /oya^ifervices ! 

From the confiru<5lion of the new law, regarding the 
ttifcretionaiy power of magirtratesj the ratification of 
lliele fentences did not furprizc me, except in iwo in- 
flancesi at the difcuflion of which I was a61ua!!y prc- 
fent. One was that of a romari catholic prieft of the 
uatne of Dixnn, taken up flinrtly before by captain 
Boyd, on ilie information of a gardener, who averred 
lie had been in Wexford on a market day, in a public 
lioufe, where he met with the priefl, who fpent a con- 
fiderable time, he faid, to induce him to become an 
united Irilliman ; very plaufibly relating a train of cir- 
rumfiances tending to that effcfl. In contraditP.ion to 
this man's icflimony, theie appeared three credible wit- 
ncfles, defcrihing the fituation of the houfe and the fc- 
Tcral companies there aflembled at the time fpecilled j 
by which it was tnanifeft, that the particulars ftated Lfy 
the profeCiitor were utterly unfounded, as they could 
not pofijhjy have taken place without their knowledge. 
The other was tliat of a man named William Graham, 
fervant to Lieutenant Jofepli Gray, of the Wexford 
yeomen cavalry. lie was taken up for being out of his 
Ciafler's houfe at eleven o'clock at night, and was fiip- 
pofed to be an united Irifiiman. His defence was n 
goodcharafler given him by different gentlemen, and> 
that, although the general proclamation of the county- 
prohibited all perfons from being out of their dwellings 
at iiight, yet from ihe peaceable demean&r of thc- 
inliabitants 
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habitants of the town of Wexford* fo rigordus and 
flri£t ah adherence to its literal tenor had not been in- 
iiftod on in any one inftance but againft him. How^ 
eve 1-^ the alleged neceffity of public example was a fuffi- 
cierit excufe with the majority of the magiftrates to 
condemn thefe ihen to tranfpdrtation. 



lie inagiftrates after this public difcuffion retired to 
th e grand-jury room to deliberate* from whence the 
followng public notice was iffued* printed and diftri- 

bu. ted through the county : 

** JNoTicfi.— W£,the high flieriff and magiftrates of 
the County of Wexford, aflembled at feffions, held at 
the c^cnihty court-houfc in Wexford, this 'zsd day of 
^^y^ 1798* have received the moft clear arid unc- 
q^ivc>cal evidence* private as well as piiblic* that the 
fyftcm and plans of thofe deluded perfons who ftyle 
thexxifelves, and are commonly known by the name of 
united Irifhihen* have been generally adopted by the 
mli^l^itants of the feveral parifhes in this county, who 
ha^f ^ provided thcmfelves with pikes arid other arms 
*^^ tlie purpofe of carrying their plans into execution* 
And whereas we have received information, that the 
ifthaibjtants of fome parts of this county have, within 
taere few days paft, returned to thtir allegiance, fur- 
t^ndering their arms, and confeffing the errors of theit 
?^ft mifconduc^. Now we, the high fherifFand ma- 
fewrates, aflembled, as aforefaid, do give this public 
notice, that if within the fpace of fourteen days from 
tae date hereof, the inhabitants of the other parts of 
this county do not come in to fome of the magiftrates 
<>J this county, and furrender their arms or other of- 
feoAve weapons, concealed or otherwife, and give fuch 
pioof of. their return to their allegiance as (hall appear 

L fufficientj 
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fufficjenty tn application will be made to gOYernment to 
fend the ariny> at free quarters, ioto fuch pariffies as 
fliall fail to compl/t to enforce doe obedience to this 
notice. 

Edward Percivall, flieriff. Edward D'Arcy, 

Courtown, John Heatljr> 

John Henry Lyfter, John Grogan^ 

James Boyd» Archibald Jacob> 

George Le-Huntc, Edward Turner, 

Thomas Handcock, Ifaac Cornock, 

John James, Cornelius Grogan» 

John Pounden, Francis Turner, 

Hawtrey White, William Toole, . 

James White, Richard Ifewton Kia|f« 

Ebcnezer Jacob, Charles Vceo^"" 
William Hore, 

^« Refolved, unanimoufly, That the thanks of thi*. 
meeting be given to Archibald Jacob, Efq. for hit 
manly, fpirited, a6iive, and efiBcacious exertions, as « 
magiflrate, for the eftabliftiment and prefervation of 
the public peace." 

I have heard fome of -thefe very magiArates give. 
opinions fo totally contrary to what is publicly de- 
clared in this refolution of thanks, that it is with the 
Qtmoft furprize I faw their names annexed to a doca- 
ment, whereby they publicly approved of conduA 
whereof in private they expreffed the ftrongeft deteftar. 
tion. But, it often happens, that well-difpofed men 
are led thus to fanSion proceedings they abhor; not 
pofreiTing fufficicnt firmnefs of mind to maintain their, 
own fentiments, and fearing that their humanity fhould, 
appear to derogate in any degree from their loyaltj. 

It 
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It is remarkable, that on this very day the rebellion 
broke out in the county of Kildare, the ntwsoi whicbt 
Tunning as it were with the wind> quickly reached 
ihe county of Wexford. The people in this county» 
however, who were poffeflVd of pikes or other ams^ 
were continually crowding in to the different magiftAites 
throughout tHc whole county, for the purpofcof furreii- 
^lering them, conform able to t h e notice before mentioned; 
and following the like example fet them by the county 
of Wicklow^ where it appears there had been leaders^ 
{afterwards imprifoned) who made difcoveries, whici 
kd the public to believe, that all idjeaof a riling was 
«t that time jgiyen up. 

As thi9 notice fpeciiied that there were fourteen days 

allowed for the return of the people to their alle« 

fiance, it was reafpnabl]^ concluded, th« prote6^ion of 

fiich as would fubmit within that time, was guaranteed 

by the magiftrates who had figned it ; and it was alfo 

natural to imply, that all meafures would ceafe, during 

that interval* which might tend in any degree, to 

fubvert the peaceable intentions of the people. Would 

to God ! that even at this period, the fpirit of this pub« 

_Hcation had been adhered to; for, in ftich an event, it 

18 very probable, that the county of Wexford would 

have efcaped the dreadful misfortune of open infar<* 

region ! — ^In Ennifcorthy, Rofs, and Gorey, fevcral 

perfons were not only put to the torture in the ufual 

nanner, but a greater number of houfes were burnt> 

and meafures of the ftrongeft coercion were pra£ttfed> 

although the people continued to flock in to the dif«> 

ferent magiftrates for protedibns. Mr. Perry of lDch> 

a proteftant gentleman, was feized on atfd brought 

a prifoner to Gorey, guarded by the North Cork 

militia; one of whom, the noted ferjeaot, nicknamed 

La Tom. 
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Tom the devil, gave him woeful experience of tiis in- 
{CDuity anil adroittiefs at devifing torment. As e 
fpecimen of his f^avoir faire, lie cut ofF the liair of 
3iis head very clofely, but tlic fign of the crofs froia 
thefrontto the back, and iranfverfely from ear (o eat'* 
ftill clofer ; and probably a pitched cap not being in 
readinefs, gun powder was mixed through the hairi 
which was then fet on fire> and the fiiocking procefs 
repeated, unlil every atom of hair that remained* 
could be cafily pulled out by the roots ; and ftill a 
burning candle was continually applied, until the entire 
was completely finged away, and the head left totally 
and miferably bliftered ! — At Carncw things were car- 
ried 10 dill greater lengths; for, independent of burn- 
ing> whipping, and torture in all fliapes, on Friday 
the 25th of May, twenty-reight prifoners were brought 
out of the place of confinement, and deliberately fhot 
in a ball-alley by the yeomen, and a party of the 
Antrim militia ; the infernal deed being fanflioned by i 
the prefence of their officers ! — Many of the men thus 1 
inhumanly butchered, had been confined on merq 
fufpicion ! — ! — ! 

Lord Couvtown is faid to have been for adopting 
lenient meafures, and although It might be reafonably 
thought that his rank a nd charafler ought to have had, 
due influence in the neighbourhood of Gorey, yet his 
benevolent intentions were overpowered by the difpoli- 
tion to feverity, of mofl of the magiftrates ; and con- 
fequently, the meafures of the moft violent were 
■dopted. The following is the rev. Mr. Gordon's re- 
prefentation of his lordfhip's conduit : — " As the 
« earl of Counown had perfirmed much in providing 
<' a force to obviate or fupprefs rebellion, fo his treat-i 
i* ment of the common people, by lii3 affable mannerxi 
. '. " had 
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f^^ Bad been always Aich as was bed adapted to produce 

f< content in the lower clafTes^ and prevent a pronenefs 

f* to inrurre6lion. I confider myfelf as bound in ftrifl:- 

f' nefs of juftice to fociety, thus far to reprefent the 

y condu6t of this nobleman. Doubtlefs the people in 

** the neighbourhood of Gorey were the laft and 

" leaft vioknt of all in the county of Wexford, in 

*• lifing againft the eftabliflied authority; and cer- 

•* tainly the bejiayiour of the Stopford family in that 

f* neighbourhood has been always remarkably con- 

f ' cUiating and humane ?"r—(^Ptfg^ 104.^ 

« 

Can anything be more convincing, than this tef- 

limony, to fhew of what ineftimable value it is for any 

country to poifefs good men ; but efpecially for Ireland, 

i«^iere it is a prevalent fyftem to treat inferiors witk 

the utmoft cruelty and contempt, as if they were adif- 

(^^ent and odious fpecies of being? If one family 

^^^ild efFeft fo much good, by their, affable and conci- 

♦**ting manners, is it not painful to refledt on the con- 

lSq*:%enpes of a contrary behaviour to a people, who, of 

^**- X)thcrs in the world, are the mod generous and 

?I^^ ^-hearted; and want* only the foftering hand of 

V^^*3rianity, due encouragement, and a cultivation of 

^*^^ir natural talents, to vie in excellence with any race 

^* xnen on the globe. 



aving fpent Friday the 25th of May, with Mr. 

*^^ncr, a magiftrate of the county, at Newfort, he 

^^Sluefted of me to attend him next day at Newpark, 

^^^ feat of Mr. Fitzgerald, where, as the mod central 

Place^ he had appointed to meet the people of the 

V^ighbourhood.^ I accordingly met him there, on 

^^'urday the !Z6th, where he continued the whole day, 

^^*Jtoiaiftering the oath of allegiance to vaft numbers 
J^-^^v . . of 
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of peoplf: a certifcace was given to every peTfon who 
took tlie oaih, and furrcndered any ofFenfive weapon. 
Many aitenfled who offered to take the oath, and alTo 
todepofe that ihcy were not united Irifhmen, and that 
they pofleffed no arms of any kind ivhateter; and 
earneftly afked for certificates. But fo great was the 
concnaife of thercj that confidering the trouble of 
writing them out] it was found impolTibic to foppTy 
tlicm all with fuch tcflimonials at that time. Mr. 
Turnevi therefore, continued to receive furrendered 
■rms, dcliiing fuch as had none, to wati a more con- 
venient opportunity. Numbers, however, Clill con- 
ceiving that they would not be fccure without a writtea 
pToteftion, offered ten limes their intrinfic value to 
fuch a' had brought pike blades to riiirender; but 
thefcj heing unwitling to forego the henefitof a written , 
pioieflion for the moment) lefufed to pait with thei? , 
weapons on any other conRderaiinn. Among the 
great numbers affeinbled on this occation^ were fomct 
men From the village of Ballaghkeen, who had the. 
appcaranre of being more dead than alive, from the 
apprehenfions they were under, of having their houfes 
burnt, or themfelves whipt, (liould they return home. 
Thcfc apprehenfions had been excited to this degree, 
bccaiife that on the night of Thurfday the 24thj the 
Ennifcorthy cavaliy conducted by Mr, Archibald Ha- 
milton Jacob, had come to Ballaghkcen ; but on hear- 
ing the approaching noife, the inhabitants ran out of 
their houfes, and fled into large brakes of furze, on & 
hill immediately above the village, from whence ^ 
they could hear the cries of one of their neighbours* 
who was dragged out of his houfe, lied up to a thorn- 
tree, and while one yeoman continued i^ogging him* 
sttother was throwing water on his back. The groans 
of the unloitunate fuifereri from the ftiltticfs of the 
nighty 
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night) reverberated widely through tlie appalled neigh- 
bourhood ; and the fpot of execution, thefe men rcpre- 
fented to have appeared next morning, «^ as if a jng 
had been killed there." After this tranfa^Hon* Mr. 
Jacob went round to all the reft of the houfes* and 
lignified> that if he fhculd find the owners out of them» 
on his next vifit> he would burn them. Thefe men^ 
wbofe countenances exhibited marks of real terror* 
particularly from appiehenfion of Hogging, which 
they feemed to dread more than death itfelf, offered tO' 
fiirrender thcmfelves prifoners to Mr, Turner, who did 
all in his power to allay their fears, offering to give 
(hem all certificates, the production of which, to Mr. 
Jacob, he was fure, would afford them prote6tion; but 
tbey ftill perfifted in preferring to remain as prifoners 
npith Mr. Turner, rather than to place any confidence 
- in Mr. Jacob. Mr. Turner then gave thetn certifi* 
catesy declaring their abfence from home to be by hi3 
permiffion, to be left with their families, and told them 
they might come to his houfe if they pleafcd. Mr. 
Turner's feelings appeared but too fenfibly affe6>ed at 
the recital of thefe exceffes. He lamented that fuch' 
fcenes had been exhibited, and faid he had conceived, 
that all coercive roeafures were to ceafe, during the 
fourteen days allowed by the magift rates for the 
people to furrendcr their arms ; adding, that he greatly 
feared that very defirable o^jedl would be njuch re- 
tarded by fuch violence, which would prove the more 
lamentable^ on account of the recent news from the 
county of Kildafe! — On this very day too, we had 
the mortification to be informed that the furniture and 
efitCts of a fhop-keeper at Ennifcorthy, were brought 
out and burned in the public flreet : and on the next 
morning, a man was hanged there, and his body 
'diagged tip and down feveral times through the 

market- 
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marlcet- place, with fliocking inhumanit)', and incifi- . 

cient cruelty ! 

I remained tlie whofe day with Mr. Turner, who" 
did not go humc li!! after ten o'clock. We indulged 
the fond hope at parting, that the county of Wexford 
would remain quiet) from the difpofition geocralljr 
iliewn by the peoplcj arid wc feparated with the expec- 
tation of being able to pay our friendly vifits to each 
other as ufual. Indeed all over the county of Wex- 
ford, the people had noiv given up all ihotigbE of in- 
Hirre^lion, of which nothing can afford a more con- 
vincing proof than the general furrender of arms; 
and I have heard refpeSable magiflraies, to whom 
they were furrenderedj declare their conviflion lo the 
tame cffcCt- Mr. Richards of Solfborough; captain of 
the Ennifeorihy cavalry ; Mr. Bcauman of Hyde-park* 
captain of the Coolgreny cavalry; Mr. Cornock* 
captain of the Scarawalfii infantiy; and the rev. Mr* 
Colclough of Duffrey-hall, diftinguillied ihcmfelvcs 
by their anxiety to fatisfy and calm the agiiatcd mindtf 
of the populace ; and were bulily employed in grant- 
ing certificates to fuch as furrendered their arms: 
Many olliev magiftiates attended at different places for 
the fame purpofe. Mr. Bagnal Harvey had collet^led 
the arms of all his tenantry and nciglihourhood, and 
on this very day, (Saturday the aSth of May,) brought 
them iuto Wexford. As it was late when he delivered 
them up, he did not return home Chat nighti but re- 
mained in town ; and, jiift as he was going to bed, ho 
was arreted by captain Boyd and lodged in the gaol. 
Mr. Percivall,ihe high flieriff, and captain Boyd, with 
a ftrong party of the Wexford cavalry, proceeded on 
the fame night to New-park, the feat of Mr, Fitz- 
gerald, lo take him prifonei. I had remained there 

thu 



i-USb 



f 



i ■ 



r 

COVNTT OF WtXFaRD. ' tt 

that night, and was alarmed and roufed from my bed 

by a loud rapping at the door about midnight, which 

I Toon difcovered to be tbc party before mentioned, who 

came to arreft Mr. Fitz-Gerald ; I requefted permiflion 

to accompany my friend which was granted ; but as 

thefe gentlemen refufed taking the pikes and other 

^tms, that had been furrendered at the place the day 

before to Mr. Turner, and had remained there^ I dif* 

P^itched a meffenger to him with the intelligence bf 

^iat had happened, before we fet out with this cfcorJ:, 

^Mch met with no other delay but while they chofe to 

^otinue rummaging Mr. Fitz- Gerald's papers, among 

^iich by the bye, they could difcover nothing that 

could in the remoteft degree criminate him. We ar*- 

• 

Hved a little after day-light in Wexford, where Mr. 
'^t-z -Gerald was lodged in the gaol. The Wexford ca- 
^ilr-jr th^n fet off to Ballyteigue, teji '^Ueg from town, 
fro^x^ whence they brought Mr. John Hertry Colclough 
prifonerin the courfe of the day, and lodged him alfo 
tn t be gaol. 



arly on this morning, being Whitfunday* I faw Mr. 

T^J^vneron his entrance into Wexford. He brought 

the firft intelligence of the rifing of the people, from 

^hom, he faid, he could not have been Co fortunate as 

to cfcape but for my meflfenger, who had called him up 

»^*C)re day ; otherwife he would have been at home 

*^*^^n his houfe was attacked by the multitude for arms, 

^ V^ere all the houfes throughout the whole neigh- 

t^^Urhood at that time. When he had given notice of 

th^ fa£l to the officer commanding in the barracks, I 

accompanied him to the gaol, and after having 

teen our friend, fet out wnth him to Calllebridge, 

"^Qcre finding the infurreflion much more ferious than 

"V^ at firft imagined, all kind of parleying being 

M deemed 
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nied incffeiSual, on coolultation with the ofSce.i 
I prefentj I returned to Wexford, as they confidered my 
ion would be too perilous fhould I accompany 
them in, coloured clothes. The Shilmalier cavalryi 
commanded by colonel Le-Hunte had aheaciy affem- 
bled, before the arrival of one hundred and ten of 
the North Cork miUtiaj who took route by the lowet 
road along the fea-fide, while the yeomen had taken the 
upper road by Cafllebridgc. Both met at Rainfarnock, 
and proceeded together as far, as Ballinamonabeg, 
where Mr. Turner not finding a man of the name of 
Darby Kavanagh, who kept a public houfe there, at 
home, and having remembered, that he liad fnrrender- 
cd a' pike the day before, he ordered his lioufe to be 
fet on fire, after getting what fpirits and beer it con- 
tained to refrefli the foldiers, who were much fatigued 
after their hafly march through heavy fandy roads. A 
propofal was made to burn the chapel of Ballinamo- 
nabeg juft adjoining^ ■whici was over-ruled, particu- 
larly by Armftrong Browne> efq. who obferved it would 
be a very indifferent compliment to pay the catholics 
to burn their place of worfliip, while a coniiderable 
part of the force then aflcmbled were of that perfua- 
liony* which fentiment atlually prevented the burning 
of the chapel. 



Having halted hcre,for fomc time, they proceeded 
three miles farther and came in fight of the infiirgents> 
collefled in great numbers on the hill of Oulard.difi 
tanl about ten miles from Wexford. Colonel Footc oF 

iho 
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,tlie North Cork, feeing their pofition fo ftrong and 

tommanJing, thought it advifable not to attack them; 

lut major Lombard of the fame regiment being of a 

! contTary opinion, orders were given to burn two houfes, 

iituated in a hollow, between the army and the infur- 

gents, and Mr, Turner volunteered his fervice for that 

purpofe. This was done with a view to ftimulate the 

infuTgents to revenge, and thus if poffible, to induce 

them to abandon the advantage of their fituation. 

This feint, however, not fucceeding, and colonel Foote 

!ftiU perfifting in his opinion, major Lombard inftantly 

addreffed the (oldiers in terms animating them at once 

rto attack the infurgents, who, he faid, would tiy at 

their approach. His words had the efFeft of making 

.them advance. They defcended from the fmall eminence 

*which they occupied, and croffing the valley between, 

tegan to afcend the hill of Oulart, while the SJiilmalier 

cavalry took a circuitous route, round the hill to the left, 

^ith the intention of preventing a retreat, but in fail 

theycaufed numbers to rally who attempted tp -^un offi 

on perceiving the approach of- a ferious engagement. 

This alfo contributed to make the infurgents rufh in 
greater numbers, and with accumulated force, on the 
North Cork, who were charging up the hill. They 
had fired but two vollies when they were totally dif- 
comfited. This fuccefs of the infurgents was much 
promoted by the addrefs of a fervant boy, who, as the 
military were afcending the hill, advifed fuch of the 
jnrurgents as were then about him, to lie down under 
cover of the ditches, and wait the clofe approach of the 
military. By this manoeuvre thefe were fuddenly fur- 
prized by a force not greatly outnumbering themfelves, 
but the impetuofity of the attack occafioned thei^ total 
overthrow, while the faft was, at the inftant, utterly 
unknown to the great body of the infurgents who at- 

M z tended 
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tended their commanders ai the other fide of the hill. 
Of the North Cork party, majoi- Lombard, the hon. 
capt. Decourcyj lieutenant \Vi!lianis> Warej Barry, and 
enfign Kcogh, were left on the field of battle. In 
fhort) none efcaped except colonel Foote, a ferjeaoc 
who mounted the major's horfe, a druinmer and two 
priyjftes. It may not be unworthy of lemark, that here 
was a fool who folloM-«d the North Cork, and who, 
when he faw the major fall, ran to the body and embraced 
it, then took the major's fworJ and with it difpatcheii 
two men before he fe!l himfelf. The infurgcnts had 
but five men killed, and two wounded. The Shilma- 
lier cavaliy, and colonel Foote, made a precipitate rc- 
Ircai to Wexford. A large party of the Wexford ca- 
valry alfo, who had no fhare wliatever in the a6\ioD» 
were involved in this retreat. Havmg lodged Mr, 
Colclough in gaol, they fet out on another excurfion to 
Ballimurrin. In their courfe they fliot fome Aiaggling 
men, and burned two houfes on finding two men kill- 
ed near them. They were thus employed in fcour- 
ing the country, when informed of the defeat at Oulard> 
and this determined them without hefitatlon to. retreat 
■with all fpeed bomcwaids, 



The remainder of the North Cork regiment were in^ 
ftantly underarms in the barracks, when informed of 
the defeat of that part of their body which had gone 
out to adtion. Burning for revenge they aflually 
inarched to the bridge, as if determined to proceed and 
meet the infurgents ; hut they were induced to retura 
by fome gentlemen who endeavoured to diffuade them 
from fo headlong and unfafc an undertaking 

The great fufpenfe felt by the inhabitants of Wex- 
ford, during the whole of this day, on account of (q 
fuddco. 
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(udden an inrurre6iion> now grew into feiious alarnif 
fuch as unexpected news like this mud infpire. The 
lantentations of the unfortunate widows and orphans 
of the foldiers who had fallen in the encounter> 
incrcafed the general confternation. Thefe, clapping 
their hands^ ran about the ftreets quite frantic> mixing 
their piteous moanings M'ith the plaintive cries of their 
children^ and uttering their bittereft maledi^ions 
againfl the yeomen, whom they charged with having 
run away> and left their hufbands to deftruSion ! — 
Letters were difpatched to Duncannon-fort and to 
Watcrford, with thefc drfaftrous accounts, and requeft- 
ing reinforcements. 

Tbofe of the North Cork militia then in the town, 
vowed vengeance againft the prifoners confined in the 
gaol; particularly againft meflrs. Harvey? Fitzgerald* 
and Colclough, fo lately taken up; and fo explicitly 
and without referve were thefe intentions manifefted, 
that I myself heard a ferjeaht and others of the regi* 
toent declare, tha- they could not die eafy^ if they 
iliouki not have the fatisfailion of putting the pri- 
ioners in the gaol of Wexford to death, particularly 
the three gentlemen laft mentioned. Nor was this 
monftrous defign harboured only by the common fol- 
diers; fome of the ofEcers declared the fame inten- 
tions. I communicated all to the gaoler, who informed 
me that he had himfelf heard the guards on the gaol 
exprefs their hoftilc intentions. He was fo alarmed 
and appreheniive of their putting their threats into 
execution, that he contrived means to get them out> 
then locked the door, and determined to defend his 
charge at the rifque of his life. He then, with a hu- ^ 
inanity snd prefence of mind, that would have become 
a. better ftation> communicated his appreheniions to all 

the 
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Ihe prifonersj whtam he advjfed to remain clofc in their 
cells, fo as to avoid being (hot in cafe of an ai^ual 
attack. He armed the three gentlemen, and formed 
fo judiciooii a plan iff dcfencci that in the event of 
being overpowered* their lives could not be had at a 
cheap rate. Of this fcene I was myfelf an eye-»-itnefsi 
having permiflion from the high (lieiifF to pay every 
alteniion to my friend and relation, Mr. Fiiz-Gerald. 
The latter gentleman gave me his watch, pocket-book> 
and every thing valuable about himj and wc loolc 
Jeavej as if we expeiicd ne^er lo fee each other more. 
Several of the Nnrth Cork came to the gaol door, 
but were refufed admiliancc. At lafl a party of theiH 
«ame with a woman, or one who feigned a female 
voice, begging admittance ; and the door being "pened, 
ahe fnldiers inflanil y rufhed forward to get in, but w^re 
revented by a ha!f-door that remained fliti fl'Ut, 
hdle door was then clofed, and it jambed in a 
foldiet's arm, who dclifled not from his defign, until 
his bayonet, with which he attempted to Aab theganler 
fevera! times, was wiefted from him. A number oj" 
foldicrs went round the gaol feveral times, as if to re- 
connoitre, and were overheard threatening the pri- 
foners with certain deflruiStion, if they could but get 
in: and I verily believe that, had it not been for the 
indefaligablecxeitinns of the gaoler, t lie prifoners would 
tave been all maflacred ; and dreadful it is to think 
■whar confequcnces muft haveenfued! The alarms of 
ihc three gentlemen already named were fo much cn- 
creafed by thefe circumflances, as well as by other re- 
ports, that they made every difpoiition of their proper- 
ties, as if on the point of death. 

The rifing of the people, in the county of Wexford, 
look place in the direflioii from Carnew to Oulard, for 

fear. 
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fear, as they alleged, or being whipped, burned, or 
exterminated by the orangemen ; hearing of the num- 
bers of people that were put to death, unarmed and 
unoffending, through the country ; — the deliberate 
maflacre and fhooting of eight and twenty prifcners in , 
the ball alley of Carnew, without trial, and fome under 
fentence of tranfportation, who flopped there on their 
way to Geneva; among thefe was a Mr. William. 
Young, a proteftant, who was ordered to be tranf- 
ported by a military tribunal. At Dunlavin, thirty- 
four men were ihot without trial, and among them 
the informer on whofe evidence they were arretted; 
Strange to tell, officers prefided tofanflion thefe proceed- 
ings ! A man efcaped by feigning to be killed, he was 
oneoutof eighteen of the corps of captain Saunders, of 
Saunders grove, Baltinglafs. Thefe reports, together 
with all the dreadful accounts from the county of Kildarei 
Toufed their minds to theutmoft pitch of alarm, indig- 
nation and fury. They were forming from the event- 
ing of the Ci6th during the whole of the night, in two 
bedie&jr One alTembled on Kilthomas-hill, againft 
whom marched from Carnew, on the morning of the 
2:7th, a body cf yeomen cavalry and infantry,, wha 
proceeded boldly up the hill, where the infurgents pof- 
fefied a ftrong and commanding lituation, if they kne\«r 
how to take advantage of it ; but they w*ere panic- 
ftvuok, and fled at the approach of the. military, who 
purfued them with great flaughter. They fpared no 
man they met, and buined at leaft one hundred houfes 
in the courfe of a march of feven miles. 

The rev. Michael Murphy had been fo alarmed on 
liearing of the rifing of the people, that he fled into 
fche town of Gorcy early on Whitfunday ; on his arrival 
not finding Mr. Kenny with whom he had lodged there, 

he 
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he was ind'icpd to vcturn Tot Iiim and his fatnily. fdf 
wliich purpofc not being able to procurcatlriver, hchici- 
fclf le<la liorfe ami ear anti purfued a bye rfiad,tog«, if 
poffihle, unobferved into Ballecanow, by which iii»d3 
le did nit meet fome yeomen and others thai had gnne 
on the high-road to Gorey after they had torn up ihe 
a!iar> broken the window?) and oiherwife damaged the 
Toman catholic chapel, uttering tiie mod violent threats 
ngainft theprictl and his flock, whicli fpecimens were 
very unlikely to remove the dreadful repoits of the in- 
tended extei' mi nation of ibe catholics, Thefe depreda- 
. lions had fo much weight on the rev. MichaclMurpliy 
as to induce him to alter his original intentions not to 
fly to fiich men for protection, and he was then led on 
ty the multitude to Kilihomas-hlll ; the rev. John 
Murphy had front fimilar unforefeen occurrences joined 
Ihc infurgcnts. Thefe two clergymen had been re- 
markable for their exhortations and exoriions againfl 
the fyftcm of united Iriflimen. until they were thus 
■whirled into this political vortex, wliich, from all the in- 
formation I have been able to collefl, they undertook 
tinder the apprehenfion of extermination. 

The rev. John Murphy wasai51ing eoadjulor of the 
■paviHi of Alonaneer, and imprefled with horror at thcde- 
folation around him, took up arms with the people, re- 
prefenting to them that they had better die courageouft/ 
in the field, than to be butchered in their houfes. — The 
infurgcnts in this quarter now began their career, 
by imitating the example that had been fct before them. 
They commenced burning the houfes of thofe who 
were mod obnoxious to them. Every gentleman's houfe 
in the country was fummoned to Currender their arms* 
and where any refifiance was offered, the honfe was 
Attacked} plundered and burntj and moR of the inha- 
bitant 



bilants killed in theconflifl^. The Camolin cavalry were 
thefirft that attacked thefe infurgents: in theaSion lieu-^ 
tenant Bookey and fome privates loft their lives. The 
reft retreated to Gorey. On the 27th of May captain 
fiawtrey White led out two troops of horfc from Go- 
rey, determined t6 revenge the deatjas of their compa- 
nions. They came in fight of the infurgents on the 
north-fide of the hill of Oulard ; but they appeared in 
fach force that they thought it not prudent to attack 
them, but returned to Gorey, burning the houfes of 
fufpefled perfons, and putting >very ftraggler to death 
on their way. Numbers were called to their doors and 
fhot, while many more met the like fate within their 
houfe, and fome even that were afleep. 

Thus it appears that the infurreflion broke out, at 
firft, in a line from weft to caft, pretty nearly acrofstbe 
middle of the county, unfuppbrted by the inhabitants 
cither north or fouth of that direflion. Thefe were 
the trafls whofe natives appeared moft peaceably in- 
clined, and who thought to avoid joining in the infur- 
xeilion. The yeomanry of the north of the county pro- 
ceeded on the 27th againft a quiet and defencelefs popu- 
lace ; fallied forth in tlieir neighbourhoods, burned 
numbers of houfes and put to death hundreds of perfons 
who were unarmed, unolTending and unrefifting, fo 
that thofc who had taken up arms had the greater 
chance of cfcape at that time. I cannot avoid mentioning 
tho* not a Angular circumflahce that took place aroiuft 
thefe calamities. Mr. William ITore of Harperftown, 
on liis return home from Wexford, was induced to fet 
fire to the houfe of Miles Redmond of Harvcy*s-town, 
a limc-burner. This occafioncd liis fubfequent con- 
finement and aftfiwards his death on the bridge of 
Wexford. He had cfTcrf d to build him a better houfe, 

N which 
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which Mrs. Hore, bis widow, notwithflandhig her ir- 
Ktvievable lofs has lince aflually performed. 

Such was the (late of the northern pait of the 
count/) which continucdi during the whole of Whit- 
funday, ignorant of the fiatc of the fouth. 

On the evening of the 26lh) captain John Grogan,. 
perceiving from a heiglic near his houfei feveral houfes' 
csn fire between Ennifcoithy and Oulard, affembled as 
many of his yeomen as he could mufler, and proceeded- 
with them to Ennifcorthyi whence he accompanied 
captain Solomon RichardS) of the EnnifcoTlhy cavalry^- 
to meet the infurgentsj who were commiEling great de- 
■vatiation throughout the country, in retaliaiiouj as 
they alleged, for what tliey had previoufly fuJFered. In 
fa£t, there feemed to exifl between Che parties an etnu-- 
lation of enmity, as they endeavoured to outdo each 
other in mifchiefi by burning and deftroying on both 
fides thofe whom they deemed their enemies. The ro- 
inan catholic chapel of Boolevogue was burnt, as was , 
thchoufe of the rev. John Murphy, already meniiorted ;. 
and feveral houfes were fet on fire and fome of the in- 
habitants confumed within them : no man that was feen. 
in coloured clothes cfeaped the fury of the yeomanry.- 
In and about Ferns a party of the North Cork militia 
and fome yeomen purfued the like condu£t, as well as- 
in the courfe of their retreat from thence to Ennifcor- 
thyj where they arrived on the morning of the 27th., 
The Shilmalier infantry commanded by the right hoOij 
George Ogle, were then in Ennifcorthy alfo. They 
took an excurlion to Darby-gap, and on their leturii' 
they marched home. Capt. John Grogan efcorted fer- 
jeant Stanley as far as WaCerfordj on his way to Cork, 
as juJgc of aflize. — The town of Ennifcorthy wa» 
ciowdei- 



rOtJT^TY OF WEXFORTJ. ^X 

tTowded by great numbers of people who fled into it 
■from the country, catholics among the reft. Some of 
the latter were put into confinement in the caftle> not- 
"witliitanding the deplorable evils of which that impo- 
litic fyftem ha I been already productive; and although 
•it mnft be naturally imagined^ that a greater proof 
could not be given of not williing to join the infurgent3 
than that of flying into the town for refuge. 

On Monday morning the 28th of May, every prepa- 

'■ation was made for defence, and every precautioa 

obferved in the town. Part of the North Cork militia 

commanded by captain Snowe, captain Cornock's an4 

^Ptain Poundcn's infantry corps witi their fupernu*- 

incraries, and the Enniicorthy cavalry, commanded b/ 

captain Richards, (the whole military force in the 

tow-f^) ^cxe on the alert, and under arms in expefla- 

•^Pn of an immediate attack. Many of the inhabitants 

^ tJie town offered their fervices, and armed them- 

'^^'^cs, as well as th.ey could, to contribute to the gene- 

*".** defence. Some of the moft refpe6table were per- 

^^'^tefl to join the troops, but moft of thofe who had 

^**^Ted their afliftance were, during the battle, ordered 

*^ ground their arms and retire into their houfes, out 

^^ Vrhich they were peremptorily warned not to ftir oqt 

P^^*iof death. Good God ! what miferable policy int 

**^^H times, to brand them as-catholics with difaffeflion, 

^^^en their anions befpoke fo much the contrary, and 

^"^s to force them into the ranks of the infurgents !— 

-^*ter the battle of Oulard the infurgents encamped for 

^*^^ night at Carrigrew, from whence they fet out at 

fcven o'clock on Monday morning, the 28th, to Camo- 

"*^3 from thence to Ferns, where meeting with no in- 

tCTruption, or any military force »o oppofe them, they 

croffcd the Slaney by the bridge at Scarawalih, halted 

N % for 



^ INSURRECTION or THE 

for fomc time, on the liill of Bdilorril, and fioin 
thence they proceedeJ to attack Ennifcortliy, where 
theyariiveil abniit one o'clotk> driving before them « 
great number of caitle wich a view o{ ovcrpfjwering' 
the yeoman infantry that had proceeded to tlic Duffrey- 
jaie, where the attack cuiumenced. The afTailantB 
pofling tbemfclves behind ihe ditches that enctofc the 
lown-parks, kept up a fevere but irregular fire of muf* 
ketry, imermixed uith pikcmen, who were twictt 
charged by the Eniiifconhy cavalry along t-he two foadif 
leading into the town, with little or no effeii>. Th«, 
battle laded with various fiiccda for four hours. Cap* 
tain Snowc not conlidering it prudent to quit his fiiuatioa 
on the bridge lo fupport the yeomen at the Duffiey-* 
gatC) who then fell down by degrees iii!o the town> 
leaving the fuburbsj compofed of thatched houfesj un-J 
proteifted, which then were fet Krc to, (each party ac; 
cuiiag the other for doing fo) and as it turned out no- 
thing could be more conducive to the fuccefs of the in- 
furgents : during the confuHon the con flag laiions occa- 
fioned, from which each party retreatcdj the military 
taking their ftation in the town : had they marched out 
to nieetthe infurgeiits, and given them battle where they 
might have the advantage of theditches ; their fupe-i 
rioriiy in difcipline and fire-armsmighf have enabled 
them to break and dilTipate the tumultuary body oppofe^ 
to them, that had every advantage over ihofe plac«d 
in a hollow. The infurgents made an attempt to cTof» 
ihe river, at the il]:ind above the bridge, fi;om whence, 
ihcy were fo galled as to oblige them to wade tiirougti, 
thcSlancy higherxipat Blackfloops; fomcwereproceed-' J 
ing to Vinegar-hill, which f ri m its commanding iitua-l 
rion immediately above the town, gave them every ad- ii 
vantage of obfervation> whilft their numbers affinded j 
ifufficiency to attack the town ga all tides. The mili-, 
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Ui^y-wcrc at length overpowered by the impetnofiry 
jjLtiu intrepidity of the infur gents, many of whom fell 

r 

10 ,tlje gallant defence made againft them ; but the fol* 
dieis having no cannon to fupport them," and the fu- 
burhs of the town being on fire in feveial places, they at 
Irfl founded a retreat. Whilft the town was thus cir- 
cucnQanced, a propofal was made to* captain Snowe to 
put the prifoners to death before the evacuation of the 
place; but he, like a truly brave man, would not lillcn 
^o foch a. diabolical propofal, and rejciled it with fcom 
^d abJjo'rrence ; notwithftanding which a party went 
to the caftle determined to put all confined therein to 
«e«hh> An inefFe<Sual attempt was made to break open 
Jiie door, the keeper having foiggt to leave tJie key, 
^'ith which he had fet oiF towards Wexford: and this 
^^^'cumftance providentially faved the lives of tlie pi'ifo- 
iiers^ as it became too dangerous for the yeomen tr> 
^a.it 4ny.;jjbnger to put their thieats in execution; 
lareats Which they conftantly repeated the whole nf 
"^^^ morning while they flood guard over tlicir pri- 
loners. Indeed, fo afluied were the prifotieis thera- 
Iclves of being put to death, that they had continued 
*^"^" hours on their knees at prayer in pveparation for 
^*^^t awful event, when the victors releafed them from 
^^*^finement. Captain John Pounden of tiie Ennifcor- 
^y fupplementary infantry, lieutenant Hunc of the 
'^^nifcorthy yeomen, and lieutenant Garden of the Sca- 
^"^alfh infanrry, with about eighty of the military, / 
*^^ fome fupplementary men, fell in this a6iion. A re- 
B^lar retreat being founded gave the military an oppor- 
*^^ity of bringing away their families and friends, to- 
^^^her with a great many men, women and children, 
^uq proceecjed in the beft manner they could to Wear- 
*^^d. The only opinion prevailing in the latter town, 
*^r fgme hoars, was tJiat Ennifcorthy and all its inhabi- 
tants 
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bitantswere lotaily ckftvoyed. This was occafioned \rf 
the arrival in Wexford of lieutenant Archibald Hamil- 
ton Jacob, anil a private of the Ennifcorthy cavalry^ 
who had been fo fortunate as to effetH their efcape, and 
who came in witii their horfes all in a foam, fo aa to 
befpeak the mod precipitate tlighi. At the fame time 
tremendous clouds of fmoke were obferved over Ennif- 
corthy, which is diflant only eleven miles from Wex- 
ford, and no news ariiving for feveral hours, left 
loom for no other conjeciure, but feemcd to con- 
firm the account given by ihcfe fugitives. The mili- 
tary in their retreat were very confuled at firft, however 
felf- prefer vation urged their keeping together, luggefted 
by a piivate in the yeomanry. Officers had been induced 
to tear off their epaulets and every other mark that 
could diftingiiilh them from the piivatcs, confidering 
Ihemfelves in more danger if they were recognized aji 
officers. However, not being attacked there was fuffi- 
cient Icifure to efcnrt thofe that accompanied them* 
and who were in fuch.a piteous plight as [o excite oil 
their arrival tlie hearty commiferation of a!! the inha- 
bitants of Wexford, who invited them indifcriminately 
to their houfes, and fupplied them with every comfort 
and neceffary in their power, and of which ihey Rood 
fo much iu need. How dinrelling mufl he the Htua- 
lion of many ladies who were glad to get up behind 
o I before any perfon that might be tender enough, in 
the general conflernatlon, to take them on horfeback! 
fome had their clothes fcorcheJ about them, others 
vanied their flioes and other parts of their drefs, which 
had been loft or torn off; befides the great heal of ttft 
day made it doubly diftrclTing to delicate females, many 
of whom had the additional charge of the burden and 
care of their children. It was very deplorable to ob- 
ferve the anguifli and raifery of thefe fugitives, fo fud- 
denly 
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. denly and violently torn from their homes and family 
endearments; while each^ in melancholy detail, dwelt 
Qpon the relation of private calamity. 

Great as the apprehcnfions of the inhabitants of 
Wexford had been before, they were much heightened 
l>y the mournful appearances and heart-rending recitals 
of thc(e unhappy fufFerers. All dreaded that their 
^ufes, their properties, and themfelves, fhould fhare 
the fate of Ennifcorthy and its inhabitants. At this 
^^tical period, the Shilmalier infantry, commanded 
^y . the right hon. George Ogle, marched' from their 
noxxses into Wexford. Every poffible preparation was 
^^'^'^ made for defence. The feveral avenues leading into 
*nc town were barricaded, and cannon were placed at 
^■^ different entrances. The inhabitants univerfally 
^^tiifcftcd a zeal to defend their habitations, their pro- 
P^**^ics, and their families againft the infurgents ; and 
'^^ tubers offered themfelves for the ranks, and to 
P^"*"form military duty. Upwards of two hundred were 
^^*^fcquently embodied, there being arms for no more, 
'^'^^ier the command of gentlemen who had been in 
."^ army, and officers of militia then in the town onr 
^^^•'Vc of abfence. Thefe occafional foldiers mounted 
S^^^^rdin the fame manner with the more regular troops 
^* militia and yeomen ; and every precaution was 
^**^^n to guard againft a noflurnal furprife, which was 
"**^>ngly apprehended. The gentlemen confined in the 
were vifited by numbers of thofe in town, who 
^vcated meffr^. Harvey and Colclough, to write to 
^" ^ir tenants and neighbours, to induce them to remain 
^'^^et at their homes, and to avoid joining the infur- 
S^^Jtsfrom the other fideof the Slancy. This the gen- 
***'**Jen readily complied with, in the prefence of thofc ' 
«^^o befought them, urging it in the mofl flrenuous - 

and 
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and pcrfusfivc tcims tliry could; anJ mffiVngCTS 
were arcor(!inf!!y difpaccljcd lo every perfon, who^ it 
Ti-as ftipgcfied to theni> pofTefied inlluencc enough for 
the purpofe, or who vas imagined capable of conivi- 
biiting to keep the inhabitants of the baronivTs of Foi th 
«ntl Bargy from rifing. 

On the rnorning of the 29th, the difpoliiinns for- 
the defence of the townj were continued with ua- 
abflting vigour. Two hundred men of the Donepal 

militia, commanded by colonel Maxwell, with_*a fi)f- 
pounder, inai-ched in at etglit o'clock, in the mornJrg, 
and were billrrted^rhroii-jliont the town to get refrcfh- 
ment, of whiclj they floid in great need, having 
marched a!! night from Dnncannon frtrr, accompanied 
by the Healthfield cavalry, commanded by captain 
John Grogan, This j^pntleman having efcorled fer- 
jeant Stanley to Watevford, returned lo Diincannnn- 
t'ort, where he met genei'al Fawcettt wlinfe ilelermina- 
tion be noM- announced, of coming to the affiflance of 
Wexford, with an oddicional force as foon as poflible. 
^^"itb this detachment alftnarrived colonel Colville* 
captain Young, and lieutenant Soden, oiHcers of the 
i,;!h regiment, giving t!ie glad tidings of the approach 
f'f their borfy with general Fawcett, and thcMeath mi- 
litia. A gentleman was however difpatchcd to the ge- 
nera', toiiif;ein the mofl prelfing terms, the immediate 
npceriiiy of the rcinforcemenC. The Taghmon cavalry 
under the command of captain Cox arrived in town 
the courfe of the day. The apprehenrionsof the in- 
habitants increafed every moment. Every boat in the 
harbour \-3s bufi'y employed in the conveyance 0I 
V-omen and children, with the moft valuable efTefls, 
on board fliips, which now were in great i-cqui- 
fitlon, occa^oncd by the vaft niimbcrs of people who 
crowded 
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crcr^ded thefc vcffels^ in order to efcape from the town> 
\v^Hich, it was dreaded, would be biirnt. To guard 
igainft fuch a difaftrbus event, all the fires in the town 
were ftri£Hy ordered to be put out at different inter- 
vals; ahd during the prohibited time, even the bakers 
^ete not allowed to hfcat their ovens . A further mea- 
sure of precaution adopted on this dccafion, was that of 
ftripping all the thatched houfes within the walls of 
^he town, which laft, by the bye, were (till {kinding 
in fall prefervation, except the gate-ways, that had 
been U)ng broken down for public convenience, but 
^^re now ftrongly barricaded. In fhort, the utmoft 
Activity prevailed for purpofes of defence, 'the guards 
^cre augmented, and patroles of cavaky were con- 
*^ntly fent out to reconnoitre. The widows of thofe 
^^ the North Cork militia, who had fallen in the aflion 
^^ Oiilard, dill continued inConfolablc about the town, 
ottering their piteous lamentations. The bodies of 
^^c officers who were flain on that occafion, were this 
^y brought ia by major Lombard's fervant, who had 
Sooe out for that purpofe; and this contributed not a 
^^^le to difpirit the military in the town. 

Soine of miy friendsj then in Wexford, intimated to 

^^> that it feemed to be the general wiili of all the 

8^ntlemteii in the place, that I fliould go out to the 

P^oplei and endeavour to induce them to difperfe, my 

8^cat popularity and family influence, it was fuggefted. 

Pointing me out as the fitteft perfon to undertake fuch 

* ^iffioft : which, from thefe circumftances, it was 

"^^ped, mighf prote fuccefsful. My anfwer was, that 

"^ould not refufe to do any thing that was imagined 

^ be for the general good, although I thought the 

^^periment moft hazardous, provided a magiftrate 

^*^ofc honour might be depended on, would accompany 

O me; 
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mc; bcfidcs, that I Qiould have my direfllbns in writ^ Sf* 
ing, a copy whereof I \rould leave with my friends; i^ in 
order, that if I fhoiijd fall in the enteiprife,. nothii 
might be left in the power of roifreprefentation to ftar 
to my difhonour. No m|igiftrate bcirtg found, as 
fuppofc, that would venture -i^n this dangerous fervic 
it was then enquiied whether the liberation of mefia 
Harvey I Fitz-Gerald, andColcIough, might not appej 
the people ? On. this queftion, I decided royfelf ii 
competent to decide. I was then aiked, whether 
enlarged on bail, but particularly Mr. Fitzgera" 
trhofe refidence lay in the country then di(lurb< 
would undertake to go out to the infurgents and cndi 
vour to prevail on them to difperfe ? On this enqu 
itiy opinion was, that as the lives of thefe gentlei 
-were in danger from the fury of the foldiery, 
they continued in prifon, I thought they \trould com; 
icvith this requifition. The matter now became pub'X ic* 
and the prifoners were accordingly rifited by the moft t*c- 
Ipe^Sable gentlemen in the town; feveral requefting of ten e 
to accompany them to the prifon, for the purpofc of ix^" 
trodaflion. Indeed, fo marked was the attention paid 
to them on this occafion, that an indifferent fpeSatCi^r 
would be led to confider them rather as the governors 
of the town, than as prifoners. On the aStb ar^d 
liQth, I had many converfations on this fubjefti with 
the ofiicers and gentlemen of the place, and at lengt 1^> 
I was myfelf, together with five other gentlemen, (t^^^'O 
for each of the three prifoners,) bound in five hundred 
pounds feverally; and meffrs. Harvey> Fitzgerald, and 
Colclough themfelves, individually in one thoufand ^ 
pounds fecuTity for their appcaran?e at tlie next affi^^^« 
It was further conditioned, that although they were ^'^ 
three bailed, two only fhould be at large at any one 
time; but that they might take their turns of goi^lT 
. . ' abroad^ 
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Amad interchangeably at their difcretion^ provided 
^^^ fhould always remain in gaol, as a guarantee for 
Jhe return* of the reft. This compaft was entered into 
^th captain Boyd particularly. Mr. Harvey was 
'"^n fixed on to remain, and meffrs. Fitzgerald ami 
C'olclough were immediately liberated^ and fent out to 
endeavour to prevail on the people to difperfe. They 
w-ere elcorted from the gaol by feveral gentlemen, who 
<?onclu6led them* beyond the outpofts; and then a 
yeoman was fent to attend them till they paffed the 
patrolcs^ and fo they fet off towards Ennifcorthy. 

The entire milkary force at this time in Wexford 
confided of three hundred of the North Cork miliiia> 
commanded by colonel Foote ; two hundred of the 
3f>onegal militia, under the dire«ftion of colonel Max- 
-"wcll ; five troops of yeomen ravalry, y'lz. thofe of 
'Wexfoi'dj commanded by captain Boyd ; the Ennif- ' 
^Hhy, by captain Richards; the Taghmon, by cap- 
^n Cox; the Healthfield, by captain John Grogan ; 
^^ the Shilmalier> by colonel Lehunte : the infantry 
yeomen were thofe of Wexford, under captain Jacob, 
M. D.; the Ennifcorthy, under captain Pounden ; the 
Scarawalfh, under captain Cornock ; and the Shilma- 
iicr, under the right hon. George Ogle, with their 
fcpplemeritary men, altogether as many as their ori- 
ginal number, and two hundred of the townfmen^ 
amounting on the whole to twelve hundred men under 
amns ; who> as the town wall was in good condition^ 
might defy as many thoufand alFailants, not fupported 
by a great fuperiority of ordnance. It would be dif- 
ficult to ftate'who held the chief command then la - 
Wexford ; but colonel Watfon, (formerly lieutenant 
colonel in the army,) who now filled the rank of fer- 
jcantin the Shilmalier cavalry. Teemed to take the 

O z Icadj 
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lead, more than any other pcrfon in the place, in ft 
tioning the different pofts ; and really, from the 
lity he difplayed, feemed the fitteft of all prefent to 
cntrufted with the direflion of affairs, having left n 
thing undone, as far as the exigency of the mome> 
would allow, to put tjie town in as complete a ftate • 
defence as ,poffible. 
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The infargents, after haying taken Ennifcorthy on 

the 28th, encamped that evening on Vincgar-h~ Hi 
Several parties were difpatched from thence, dnr ^ pg 
the night, to bring in all the refpeSable perfons rcm 
xnaining in the county, with menaces of death la <^*ra/e 
of refufal ; their recent fuccelfes having rendered thB ^(5, 
altogether imperious. One party was particulaft^ryfr 
directed to Newcaflle for Mr. John Hay, in wtiofc 
profeffional talents they placed great confidence, as be;,- 
had been an oflScer in the French fcrvice. On being 
fummoned out of his bed to come to camp, he endea- 
voured to expoftulate, but; all in vain ; and at laft, he 
abfolutely refufed going, notwithftanding the molt vio-; 
lent threats uttered againfl him. At length, howeve 
menaces proceeded to fuch extremity, that his hou: 
fhould be fet on fire, and he and his family confum^ • 
within It ; and preparations were inflantly making C- ^ 
put their threats in aflual execution, when turniit 8 
with looks of anguifh and defpair towards his wife an^^ 
daughter, whom he loved moft paffionately, with tb^^^ 
tenderefl emotions he furrendered his judgment Ic^^ 
their fafety, and was led to Vinegar-hill, where he dl ^^ 
feveral who had been fummoned thither out of the^ ^^ 
beds as unexpeSedly as himfelf; for as. the militsu^T 
had abandoned the whole country, the infurgen*^^' 
who were now the generality of the people, b^" 
everyone who remained, under uncontroulablc co^JJ* 
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Bland. Mr. John Hay, finding upon enquiry^ that 
]the multitude had np ammunition^ no warlike flrores» 
nor any degree of preparation, ftrongly rcmonftrated 
^n their defencelefs iituation, reprefenting that they 
^ould. not' poffibly ftand againft a regularly appointed 
military force, as any foldiery knowing their duty* 
^ufi cut them to pieces. Various and confufed were 
ihe confultations that enfued in this tumultuous aiTem- 
blage. It was at once propofed, by different perfons 
^o attack Rofs, Newtown-Barry, and Gorey, as each 
iay more contiguous to their feveral homes, for Wex- 
^\)rd was thei^ conlidered too formidable to be at all 
.ttempted • while others labouied to perfuade the. 
hole. body to proceed to their refpeflive neighbour- 
s, to protect them from the ravages of the mili- 
ary; and each party perSfted fo obftinately in their 
jeveral determinations, a? not to yield or liften to anjr 
3C"eafoning from another fide, in oppofition to their 
^i^vourite opinions ; no kind of concert, no unity of 
^:5efign, no fort of difcipline or organization appearing 
|tjo influence their councils or their condufl^ ; which. 
^iflraflion fuflSciently indicates that no pre-concerted 
^)r any digefted plan of infurreSion exifled in the 
icounty, previous to the rifing, for in fuch cafe, the, 
jpopulace would have been rendered, in fomc degree,. 
St lead, fubordinate to fome conftitutcd authority; 
'V^hereas they now afled, even after confiderable fuc- 
ceffes, not obedient to any controul, but with the 
great efl anarchy, violence, and confufion. In fine,* 
each individual dreaded the devaflation of his houfe. 
cr his property ; mod of the multitude was difperfed 
and on the. way to their feveral homes, in al! direc- 
tions from. Vinegar-hill, when fome of them met 
meffrs. Fitz-Gerald and Colclough, (whofc arrefta 
were publicly known,) near the village of St. John's, 

and 
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;ind finding them liberated and fent out to theiBi^lH 
were immediaiely welcomed by a general fhoui, wtiicn^ 
communicating ftotn one to another, like clei3riciljr,it 
vras re-echoed all the wa^ lo Ennifcorth^i and (b on to 
thetop of Vinegar-hitl. and thence througb all the 
cnuniiy Toond'. Tire reverberation of the fhoats thus 
widely difFufed. arrefled the attention of the aflonilTied 
RialtiiDde, who iofiantly returned to difcover the caufe 
i,f fiich fuddcn «uliatif>n; fo thai when the deputed 
gentlemen arrived on Viiiegar-hill, the camp, fo de- 
ferted but a moment before, now became as thronged 
as ever. Were it not fufEciently fftabtidicd by the 
univeifal acknowledgment of all the inhabitatits of 
the county of Wcsfotd, offict-is and men, who bore a 
p»tt in this infurreitlon , that there was no concert be- 
tween this riling and the plan of a general infurreftion, 
ia and about Dublin ; and that it was no more than a 
lumultnary and momentary exertion of popular reGIl'- 
xnce to a fiate of tilings, found or conlideied ua- 
loppoitable, the folc object of which was an atiempE 
to gel lid of oppreffionsj and to retaliate with equal 
violence, what they had been for fome time experi- 
encing ; this inclination of each man, and every body 
of men, to return home, and apply the general force 
to (he correction of theiv individual hiSerings, would 
furnilli a (irong proof of the fadt ; as otherwife the 
idea of fome general fyftem, however confufed, would 
be floating in their imagination, and it is the confirmed 
opinion of moft impartial people, that I have heard 
dlfcufs the fubjefl, thai the infurreflion in the county 
of WcJtford mull have f ubfided at that period, bat for 
this intelligence extraordinary from the town by the 
deputation cf the prifoaers, who of neccflity informed 
the people, that they had been liberated, and feni out 
foi the exprels puipofc of leuoiiiliatijig willi ihem ; 

for 
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^or this feived only to concentrate their travering opt- 
ions, and to point to fome objedt their previoufly flue • 
^uating determinations. It was but the refolution of a 
moment to march in a body to attack Wexford. Mr. Fit.3- 
<Jcrald they detained in the camp^ and Mr. Colclough 
^hey fent back to announce their hoftile intentions. 

- Mr. Colclough arrived in Wexford early in the 
evening, and waited in the bull-ring, (a fmall fquare in 
4:he town fo denominated) until the officers and other 
^eotleaien in the place had there aflembled, when he 
informed them, in a very audible voice> from on horfe- 
back> that having, gone out> according to their directi- 
ons, to the infurgents on Vinegar>hill» he found, as he 
had already fuggefted before his departure, that he pof- 
fefled no influence with the people, who had ordered 
him to return and announce their determination of 
inarching to the attack of Wexford ; adding, that they 
had detained Mr. Fitz-Gerald. Mr.CoJclough then rc- 
quefted to be informed, if it was intended to make fur- 
ther trial of his fervices, or to require his longer atten- 
dance, as otherwife they muft be fenlible how eager 
ie muft be to relieve the anxiety of his family by his 
• prefence. He was then entreated to endeavour to main- 
tain tranquillity in bis own neighbourhood, which hav« 
ing promifed to do as much as in his potrer, he called 
at the gaol to viiit Mr. Harvey, with whom he agreed, 
•(according to the compa6l with capt. Boyd) to return 
next day and take his place in the gaol, and then fet off 
through -the barony of Forth, to his own dwelling at 
Ballyteigue, diftant about ten miles from W'<;f:ford. 

If any thing could add to the general conflernation 
in Wexford, it was to learn the determination of the 
infurgents to come to attack the town. Ships became 

in 
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in ftvpater reqnifition than ever, and all the vcffcls in thtf 
harbour were flowed witli amazing numbers, the (Ireeis 
vere quite defertetJ> and ilie ITiops and lower windows 
of all the houfes were fliutup. Late in tlie evening as ■ I 
two of tbc Taghmon yeomanry were going home, and 
had proceeded as far as Areandrifli, about four miles from ' 
Wexford, they defcried ihe advanced guard of the infiir- 
gems; with which intellinencc they immediately poll- ' 
pdback with all fpeed (othe town, which was already 1 
■in expciSation of being attacked every inftant. Every j 
degree of vigilance and precaution was now exerted and 
tlie military kept on the alert all night. The portcullis , 
on theremarkable wooden- bridge, over the Slaney, was ' 
hoided. whereby the grealeft part of it was left de- 
tencelefs, while one piece of cannon would have per- 
t'eflly protefled the whole ; and this mifmanagemenf 
became the more to be regretted as, about break- 
of-day, ihe loll-houfe on the country-fide on the 
end of it was difcnverecl to be on fire, anil burned witfi 
^reat fury, the materials being of deal ; and pitch 
and tar had been fpiead over the entrance of the bridgtf 
10 eacreafc the rapidity of the flames. Some boat- 
loads of failors from the harbour were the iirft that ' 
ventured to exiinguifh the fire, having taken theif 
buckets for the puipofe. Thefe found the place de- 
fevted, as the bufinefs had been executed by a party of 
about twelve inlurgents, who fled at their approach, , 
The n-.arp fmoke from the burning wood, drifted by ■ 
the wind, which blew right along the biidgc, retarded 
much the progrefs of fome yeomen, who at lengllt 
moved toward the fire, but thefe, leaving the Tailors to 
their own e::ertions, made a cut acrofs the bridge at 
lome diflance from the confiagiation. The fire, how- 1 
ever, was loon put out, and none of the oak-beams. | 
that principal I J fupport the bridge, were buvnt through, I 
I thcf_ 
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ttie floor and railuigs only, irbich were of deal, being' 
confumed. The cries .of the women and children 
throughout [he town were fo diftaal and alarmiag as 
to roufe the military from their beds, when they had 
fcarccty time to have fallen aQeep, fmce they had retired 
from their feveral poftsi to which they were thus fum- 
mo^ed back in a huriy to repel the attack of an enemy* 
which was every moment expeSed. The infurgents 
were now encamped on the Three-rocks, the end of 
the low ridge of the laountain of Forth, about three 
miles from Wexford, and did not fecm (b wiUiag to ad- 
vance aa was apprehended in the town. 

General F^iwcctt having ordered his forces to foUowi 
fetout alone from Duncannon-fort on the evening of 
the 29th, an4 flopped at Taghmon, where be lay dowa 
to rcA until hie advanced-guard < fliould arrive. Capt. 
AdaAs of the JUeaih militia, with feventy men of his 
regiment, and lieutenant Birch of the artillery, with 
two faowitzersi arrived from Dune an non- fort in the 
coarieof the night, at Taghmon, where not finding, as 
ihey expeSed, the 13th regiment, or Meath militia, 
and not knowing any thing about the general, after & 
fliort halt they marched on towards Wexford, appre- 
hending no kind of interruption. They had already 
afcended' the road along the fide of the mountain of 
Forth, when perceived by the out pofls of the infur- 
gentSj who poured down upon them with fuch rapidity, 
that they were in a few minutes cut off*, except entiga 
Wade and fixtcen privates who were taken prifoners. 
The magazine was blown up in the conHiiSl, which 
circumftance rendered the howitzers not fo great a 
prize as they otherwife would have been tO the victors. 
General Fawcett, on getting out of bed, having learned 
the' face of hts' advanced guaid, ordered the 13th and 
P the 
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tJiereftofthe iroopsi who had, by thia litnC) com« npv 
to retreat to Duncannon-foit, whither he Mo fel off 
in great hafle hiinfelf. 

From Wexford, in the courfe of the morning, vaft 
crowds of people were obferved afTembling on the high 
ground) over Ferry-bank, at the country fide of thtf 
■wooden-biidgej which contributed not a little to heighten: 
the alarm already prevailing in the town. The different 
pods on the town-walL were guarded with the utmoft 
vigilance, and entrufted to the proteflioii oi" the yeo- 
man infantry, fupplementaiies, and armed inhabitant!} 
while the Noith Cork militia undertook to de- 
fend the barracks. It was expelled that general 
-Fawcett, now fuppofed on his march from Taghmon 
to Wexford, ftilfl fall in with the infurgenls, and thus 
teep them fo well employed on that fiJe as to afford a 
favourable opportunity for a fally from the town to 
Mtack: thent cm the other. It was therefore refolved 
to try the faccefs of this manoeuvre, and accordingly 
Colonel Maxwelli with' two hundred of the Donegal 
militia, and colonel Watfon, with the Wexford, En-' 
nifcorthy. Taghmon, Heaithfieid, and Shiimalier yeo- 
men cavalry, matched otit to the encounter. They had 
advanced as far as Belmont, when Colonel Watfon, ea- 
ger to reconnoitre, proceeded up the hifl, farther than 
pradence would permit, and was fhnt frum one of the 
out-poOs of the infurgents. The Bonegall militia then 
retreated to Wexford, preceded by the cavalry, who 
preffed upon them very much along the road. ImiDC^ 
diately after this a hafty council of war was held, at 
which if was determined to evaccate the town. 

A gencm! and gloomy confternation now prevailed ; 
CTCry cou^te.^ancc appeared clouded and diftruftful* 

and 
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d every perfon was cautious and circumfpcft how he 
poke or aSed, as all confidence was entirely done 
way> and each individual tliought only of his own 
erfohal fafety. Some yeomen and fupplementaries 
ho, during the whole of the morning, had been ftati- 
oned in the ftreet oppofite the gaoU* were heard con- , 
minually to threaten to put all the prifoners to^death ; 
"vrhich fo roufed the attention of the gaoler to proteft 
3iis charge, that he barricaded the door ; and on hear- 
ing of a furrender, tomanifeft more ftrongly the fince- 
Tity of his intentions, he delivered up the key to Mr. 
Harvey. This gentleman was, indeed, fo apprehenfive 
of violence, that he had climbed up infide a chimney> 
where he had lain concealed aconfiderable time, when 
•fome gentlemen called upon him, but could not gain ad- , 
mittance until they gave the ftrongeft affurances of their 
-pacific intentions. Upon being admitted at length, they 
«(lill found him up the chimney, and while fo (ituated, 
.enytreated hiQi to go out to the camp of the infurgents 
.and ani|ounce to them the furrender of the town, on 
condition that lives and properties fhould be fpared, 
Mr. 'Harvey made anfwer, that as the infurgents on the 
Three-rocks were not from, his neighbourhood, and as 
]ie was not himfelf at all known to them, he imagined 
iic could have no kind oOinfluence with them, adding> 
' thai they might poffibly confidcr him even as an enemy. 
He was then requefted to write to them, which he de- 
clared himfelf willing to do in any manner that might 
be judged mod advifable. When he had thus confent- 
cd, it became a taflc of no little difficulty to bring him 
out of his lurking-place, as in the defcent his clothes 
"were gathered up about his ihoulders, fo that it re- 
quired good affifiance to pull him out of the chimney 
by* the heels. When he had arranged his apparel, and 
. adjufled Iximfelf fo k& to put off the appearance of a 

T z chimney- 
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cliimney-fweepeTt about two hours before the troops 
letreated from Wexford. Right hon. George Ogle* 
captain of the Shilmalier infantry, Cornelius Grrgan, 
John Grogan, captain of the Hcalthficld cavalry, James 
Boyd, captain of the Wexford cavalry > Solomoa 
Richai'ds, captain of the Ennifconhy cavalry, Ifaac 
Cornock, captain of the Scarawalfli infantry, and Edward 
Turner of the Shilmalier cavalryi all magiftraica. 
along with lieutenant-colonel CoUvillc of the 13th 
regiment of foot, and lieutenant-colonel Foote of the 
North Cork militia, vifited Mr. Harvey in the gaol, 
and, at their exprefs requefl, he wrolc the following 
notice to the infurgents on the mountain of Forth : 

*' I have been treated in prlfon with all pofliblc Lu- 
■ manity, and am now at liberty. I have piocured 
' the liberty of all the prifoncrs. If you pretend to 
' chriftian charity, do not commit malTacre, or burn 
' the property of the inhabitants, and fpare your pri- 
' foncrs' lives." 



■ B. B. Harvit, 



■ Wednefdayj 3otli May, 



This note was undertaken to be forwarded by . 

Doyle, a yeoman of the Healthfield cavalry, who of- 
fered to volunteer on this hazardous fervice, when the 
propofal was made to his corps by captain John Grogan, 
He had the precaution to put off his uniform, and to 
drefs himfclf in coloured clothes; but when ready to 
fet off he was difcoveicd to be a roman catholic, and 
therefore rcflefled upon, for fo the whifpcrwent about, 
• h&iv cotild a jiafiji It trtijled ? — The yeoman fnding 
Lis zeal meet with a reception fo contrary to liis ex- 
peftation, again put on his uniform and retreated with 
lis captain ; thus proving himfclf to the full as loyal 
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ms any of thofe who on the occafion difplaved their 
illiberalityj which even common policy, it miglit be 
well imagined, fhould reprefs at fo critical a junfluic. 
Do£lor Jacob then propofed the enterprizc to his corps, 
and counfellor Richards with his brcJhcr Mr. Loftus 
Richards, were appointed to go out to the Three-rocks 
on this expedition, to announce the furrcnder of the 
town to the infurgents, whofe camp they reached in 
fafety, though clad in full uniform. — Scarcely had 
thefe deputies fet out upon their mil&on, when all tlic 
military corps, a part of one only excepted, made the ^ 
bcft of their way out of town. Every individual of 
them feemed to partake of a general panic, and fet off 
whitherfoever they imagined they could find fafety, 
without even acquainting their neighbours on duty of 
their intentions. The principal inhabitants wliofe fer- 
vices had been accepted of for the defence of the town 
Were moftly catlrolics, and, according to the prevalent 
fyftem, were fubjeS to the greateft infults and reflexi- 
ons. They were always placed in front of the polls 
5ind cautioned to behave well, or tliat death fliould be 
the confequence. Accordingly perfons were placed 
V>ehind them to keep them to their duty, and thefe 
'^vefe fo watchful of their charge, that they would not 
^ven permit them to turn about their heads, and yet 
^ hcfe determined heroes were the very firft to run off 
^^n the apprehended approach of real danger. Thus 
XjTCre the armed inhabitants left at their pofts, aban- 
-^oned by their officers, and a6^ually ignorant of the 
*ight of the foldiery, until the latter had been miles 
^out of the town, and were therefore left no poflible 
3neans of retreating. Lieutenant William Hughes of 
the Wexford infantry, with a few of his corps, was, it 
ieems, the only part of the military, left uninformed of 
?hc intended retreat, and this was owing to his being 

detached 
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detaclied with thcle few yeomen to defend a diflant part 
«f the tnwn-wall) and he and they were apprized of 
their fiiuation, as were alfo the armed inhabitants, only 
fey the approach of the infurgents ; fu that Mr. Hughc^ 
and his few yetSaen, logcLhcc with the armed inhaH- ! 
tants> are the only people that can be faid not to have , 
abandoned their pofls in Wexford on this occalion. 
The cenfufion and difinay> which prevailed was h 
great, as no kind of /iRnal for retreat had been given, 
that officere and privates ran promiicuoutly thrtmgh 
ihetown, threw off their unifovmn, and hid thcmfelvcs 
wherever they thought t'lcy could he beft concealed. 
Snme ran to the different qni+j's, in expectation of find- 
ing boats to convey thcni off, and threw their arms and 
ammuniliotfint'i the water. All fucli as could accom- 
plifli it embavkeil on board the velTels in the harbourj 
having previouHy turned their horfes loofc. Some ran 
«o the gaol to put t'lemfelves iin jer the proteaion of 
Mr. Harvey. Officers, mac id rates, snd yeomen of 
every defcripiion thus fcv«ra!ly endeavoured to efcape 
jwpular vengeance; and in the contrivance of changing 
apparel, as there was not a fiifficiency of men's clothes 
at hand for all thofe who fought fafety by this means* 
female attire was fubftituted for the purpofe of difguifc. 
In Ihort, it is irapnlfiblc that a greater appearance of 
«onfulion, tumult or panic could be at all exhibited. 
The North Cork regiment on quitting the barracks fet 
ihcm on five, which) however, was immediately put 
out. Lientenanie Eowcn and Paye, with enfign Har- 
man, and fome ferjeants and privates of this regimcnl 
lemaiaed in the town. 

It has been already obfervcd, that thoufands of 
people were leen to ailemble, during the entire morn- 
ing, on a. hill over Ferry-bank, marching and counter- 
marching 
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*arching in hoftile appearance, and fecmingly vaiting 
^iily for the moment that the town would he abandoned 
^ the military, to take polleifion of it themfelves; 
l>ut their entrance, when this took place, was retarded, 
^ntil boards were procured to fupply the place of the 
flooring of the wooden-bridge> where it had been 
^urnt. In the mean time, meffrs. Richards, after hav- 
*^g Tun great rifque, arrived at the camp at ThTec- 
^oclc 8, and, making known that they were deputed to 
. *'^^<>xm the peoplC) that the town of Wexford w-ould 
^^ rkjrrcndcrcd to them, on condition of fparing lives 
^•••^cl properties; thefe terms would not be complied 
^*^*t b, .nplefs the arms and ammunition of the garrifon 
alfo furrendered. Mr. Loft us Richards was there- 
detained as a hoftage, and counfellor Richards 
Mr. Fitz-Gerald were fent back to the town, to 
*^^^lc and arrange the articles of capitulation ; *but 
*" ^ lie gentlemen on their arrival, to their great afto- 
^^^"t^mcnt, found the place abandoned by the military. 
* -t^^ bridge being at this time nearly made palTable, 
^"^ vaft concoarfe of people that had collefled at the 
^^^t^«r fide of theSlaney, w^as juft ready to pour in and 
^^^^^^ unconditional poffeffion of the town. It was 
^*^^^xefore neceffary to treat with thefe, (it being yet 
^*^lncn6wn who they were,) in order to prevent the 
•^i-Cchiefs likely to enfue from fuch a tumultuary influx 
^* people. Do6lor Jacob, then mayor of the town 
^*^cj captain of the Wexford infantry, therefore, en- 
^^^ted "Mr. Fitz-Gerald to move towards the bri<.lge> 
^ticl announce to the people ruihing in, that the town 
^s furrendered ; and to ufe every other aigument, 
^^3,t his prudence might fuggeft, to make tlicir entry 
*^ peaceable as poflible. Mr. Fit:^ Gerald conn. plied, 
*t^d inftantly after this communication, thoufands of 
t People poured into the town, over the wooden-bridge, 

■ touting 
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fliouting aRd exhibiting all marks of extravagut and 
-tiirloriousexultation. They fiift proceeded lo tlic gaol, 
leleafcdall the prifoners, and infiOed tbai Mr. Harvey 
flioald become their commander. All tLe houfes ia 
toWDi not abandoned by the iahabltaat3> now be- 
came decorated with greca boughst or green ornaments 
of one dtfTcnptum or another. The doors were uni- 
verlally thrown open, and the mofl liberal ofiers made 
of fpiriis and diink of every kind, which hovrevei 
were not as freely accepted, until the perfons offering 
had firft drank ihemfelves, as a proof that [he liquor 
was not poiloned. a report having prevailed to that 
eiTccl ; and nhich was produclive of this good confe- 
<jiiencc) that it prevcnced rapid intoxication, and of 
courfe. in the beginning] lameniable exceffes. 



The infnrgents having now got complete polTefEoD of 
l!ic town of Wexford, many perlons who had been 
yeoaien, after having thrown off their uniformst 
affc^ed acnrdtal welcome for them, and endeavoured) 
1^ an exhibition of all the figns and emblems of the 
united Irillimen, to convince them of their fwm 
fricndfhip; and it is indeed not a little remarkable, 
lliat many of thofe who, in this change of affairs, 
boldly marciied out, a* occafion dcmandedi to meet 
rhe king's foi-ces, now difplay themrclvea as (tauncli 
Cfangemen of unimpeac liable loyalty. Almoft every 
perfon in the town threw open their doors with offeis 
of lefrclhineni and accommodation to the infuigenfs; 
and the few, who did not, fuffered by plunder, 
their fubftancc being confidcrcd as enemy's pro- 
perty. S'lme of all flcfcriptions indeed fuSi^Ted in 
their properly by plunder, on deferting llicir houfes 
and leaving none to protect or take care i*f them. 
The houfc of cap'.ain Boyd was a fingular exception. 

It 
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^^ vras, though' not deferted, pillaged, and exhibited 
^^rks of the hatred and vengeance of the people. 

As the ftation of the infurgents' camp on the Three- 
rocks, on the eaftein end of the mountain of Forth* 
onlv three miles from Wexford, commanded a full 
view of the conflagrations and other excefTes com- 
n)itte<i| by the military, it required the utmoft exertion 
and p>xudential efforts of their chiefs, and of others in 
M^hor*:^ they placed any confidence, to prevent r-hem 
from rufhing into the town and taking inconfiderate 
veng^^nce, being utterly ignorant of its abandonment 
hy tl>^ troops? and unacquainted with the fa<S of its 
being poflefled by a difl^erent party. They entered the 
to>^ix however, in tolerable temper, but all modera- 
tion x^fas baniftied upon difcovering that the arms and 
amm vanition had not been furrendcrcd, fo that it was 
wita xht ut^ioft difficulty the town was preferved from 
being fet on fire and confumed ; the inhabitants being 
charg^j with treafon for not infifting on and feeing 
this Article executed. After various fcenes of diforder, 
harry- ^^d confufion, naturally attendant on fuch occa- 
fiona, pArtiesweredifpatched in boats to bring on fliore 
*" ^fee men, arms and ammunition they could find in 
tflcfHips, and other veflels in the harbour, which in 
twxnorning had fallen down towards the bar, neither 
wind or tide being favourable ; two only out of the 
vhole had actually failed for Wales. By thefe means, 
^^ the men, as well yeomen as other inhabitants, 
"wcredircflly brought on fliore in the evening; and the 
vcffels with the women and children immediately fol- 
lowed to the quay. 

Amidft this fcene of tumult and confufion, not eafily 
lonceivable to any one who has not witneffed popular 

C^ ^ commotion> 
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commoiion, while all wifhcd to accommodate them- 
felves as much as pofliblc to the exigency of the mo- 
ment, and to appeal the friends of their newly deno- 
minated conquerors, it was Indicrous to obferve a- 
gorgeous military uniform> clandeRinely changed for 
loathfome, tattered rags, with more addrefs and expe- 
dition, than a(51ors on the dramatic ftage afTume dif^ 
fcrentdteffes and appearances. 



Among thofe brought on fborc from the fhips, was 
Ml*. John Boydj brother to captain James Boyd of the 
Wexford cavalry. He wai immediate ly recbgnifed, 
and he and his family being obnoxious to the people> 
he ran off on landing, was chafed, overtaken, piked . 
and left for dead, hut he lived in excruciating agony 
until the next morning, when he expired. I had been 
brought out of one of the fhips myfelf, and, on land- 
ing, was proceeding through the general confufion, 
vfaen arriving near the bull-ring, a man of the' 
name of George Sparrow, a butcher from Ennif- 
corthy, chafed by the people through the ftreets, 
ran up to me and clafped me round the body* 
imploring protection — bcfeeching I might fave him, 
I infiantly endeavoured as much as in my power to 
give him fuccour, and to defend him by extending mjr 
arms and body over him, while fwords and pikes were 
pointed and brandifiied for his deftruflion; but my 
endeavours proving ineffectual, and rather dangerous 
to myfelf, and the unfortunate man perceiving I could 
not afford the protei^ion I intended, burft from me>' 
and while I lay proflrate in the ftreet, occaiioned by 
his effort to get off, he had not ran many yards whea 
he was deprived of cxiftence. Some laJies who were" 
fo fituated at the inftant, as to be fpeflaiors of the- ■ 
fcene, have fince afliired me, they thought 1 had beea' 
alfo killed at that moment; and confidering the 
dreadfui' 
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itfreadful circumftances, I think it inoft providential 

^^that when thrown down, I W2|s not reganled as the 

cie-voted viflim by the infuriate populace. To dcfcribe 

r^ttiy feelings on this occafion» would be utterly impof- 

*fifc>l^. Ullicred into the town agaihft my will, to wit- 

«J^cis> in the firft onfet, fuch a fpecimen of popular 

"Vengeance, and naturally imagining that a6ls of the 

'^ik^ violence were perpetrating in every quarter of 

^i^ ^ town, I could have but little expectation of efcape; 

T*^^licalarly when the dreadful denunciation refounded 

"^ xny ears, that the people would put every one to 

"^-^th who would dare, to decline joining them; and 

*^^^^cd, in confcquencc of this menacing cry, many 

*^tlemicn who boaft of loyal afls, the very contrary 

truth,) I have obfervedto have gone fanher on the 

ite fide, than could be coniidered, either fince or 

^^*X)rc, ConMent with their honour or their fafety. 



--Xhejtoyrn of .^exford was not only moft fhamefully 

'^'^ndoned, but even furrendered, to all intents and 

■ETpofes, when it might have been eafily defended, 

liougli no one will now acknowledge having been 

^^^•^cerned in fo fcandalous a tranfa^Hon : and notwith- 

^*^^*iding that the very perfons who ought to have been 

it^ ittoft ftrenuous protevSors, from their lituation and 

^^ ^^uffiflatnces, were not only the firft to yield' it and 

**3^ fo clandeftinely, as to put it utterly out of the 

I^^Wer of all others befides themfelves to retreat ; but 

*^ft even their. own wives and families to the mercy of 

^^ irritated and ungovernable multitude. In any other 

^^untry, fuch a manifeft dereliftion of duty would be 

P^^*iilhed in the moft exemplary manner, the lives of 

*Ucli craven defcrters would be forfeited for the mifc* 

^^es they occafioncd ; but in ill-fated Ireland, a difplay 

^* iiaprinciplcd enmity and illiberal animofity to the 

Q^^L great 
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great bulk of its people) conflicutes loyalty and defert 
fufficlent to wipe avray the blame of mifcondufl, and- 
even to obliterate the intleliblc fti^ma of cowardice. 
Tlieconduflof the Inhabitants of Wexfordj in accom- 
modating themtclves to the circumftances of the mo- 
ment, ai'icr their abandonment, mud be confidered as 
totally blamclefs; pamcularly of fuch as fubfequently 
took the cariteft opportunity of returning to their ' 
allegiance. Of all laws, that of felf-prerervation is , 
•cknowlcdgetf the tnoll imperious, and to attain this in 
times of civil commoticn, compliance with the exigen- 
cies of the inftant is indifpenlable, and warranted by 
the iirefiftiblc force of neceffity ; for otherwife, as all 
moral writers agree, there would be an end of juftice , 
and civilization. Allowances have ceitajnly been '' 
made for numberSiwhofeconduflj in an abftraflcd point 
of view, was evidently treafonable, but perfcilly excu- 
fablc, confidering the fituation in which they were ' 
placed, by the fundamental laws of all nations of re- -' 
gulaled focieiy. But why an exculpation fliould bold 
good for fome individuals, and not for all thofe in a 
fimilar predicament, is a paradox not happily explained 
by arguments derivedfrom the fources of bigotry and 
Tcligious prejadicc, "With cordial fatisfaflion I ac- 
knowledge it pcrfeilly jufl, that proteftants have been 
generally exculpated of treafon, on the ground of the ' 
urgency of circumftances, but why catholics fbould 
be excluded from the like charitable confideration, will ' 
not be fairly or etifily anfwered by thofe who would 
fain exhibit the unfortunate contefl of this period, a 
war of religion, which, upon the whole, had but very " 
little to do in it, till forced- into a6iion by the upholders ' 
of prejudice. i 

i 
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. Thofe of the military who firft retreated from Wex- 
ford, were part of the North Cork regiment, com- 
manded by captain Snowe, and the Scavawalfh infantry 
\inder captain Cornock. Thefe, in their flight, met 
JMr. Colclough with his 4ady in a phaeton, coming to 
Tcleafe Mr. Harvey, by taking his place in the gaol, 
according to his promife the preceding evening. On 
falling in with the troops, Mr. and Mrs. Colclough 
were ordered to wheel about, and led along, while 
fwords drawn and piftols cocked, threatened their 
lives on either fide, if the people fhould attempt to 
attack the military. Mr. Colclough was frequently 
ordered to ftand up and wave his hat to feveral 
groupes, who were feen collefled on the rifing 
grounds, led by curiofity, from the difturbed ftate of 
the country, to obfcrve what was going forward. 
Thcfe fignals were for the people not to approach, 
with which they complied, and fo the parlies got fafe 
to the Scar at Barrys-town, where Mr. Colclough 
ind Jiis lady were difmiffed without further violence. 
The next divifion of the military, who made their ap- 
pearance at the Scar, were part of the Wexford cavalry 
Under captain Boyd, who had himfelf, it feems> at firft- 
attempted to get off by fea, but notwithftanding that 
, he moft pathetically entreated a friend of his, who had 
juft put off in a boat only a few yards from the quay, 
to return and take him on board, yet fo ftrongly did 
^he motive of felf-prefervation operate upon the perfon, 
^tiat he refufed to comply. The captain then feized 
^ipon his horfe, which he had before turned loofe, 
^^nounted dire6lly, and overtook colonel Maxwell on 
^ >ic road, with whom however he did not continue ; 
Vint drove forward with all fpeed, till he arrived at Mr. 
jng's of Barrys-town. After getting fome iefrefh- 
lent here, he and fome favourites of his corps em- 
barked 
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barked on board a boat, theti-le brin^ tuo iiif;h to paft 
oihcrwifc and fo proceeded in fiteiy to I>uiicannoo- 
fort. Mr, ('olcIui;gn met fevcral of thcfc flying gen- 
tly at Barryflown. ami llie itriprcflJun of i!:eir fears vaf 
fucb> thai tlicy all declared that a Tevoluilon muH ia- 
tvitably fuccecd in the nationi for that as the tiling was 
general, (fe ihey tlien fuppofed it to be) nothing could 
withflaod ihc people. — They even congratulated Mr. 
Colclough on the happinefs of not being obliged to quit 
liis country, as he had taken no aclLve part dgainfl the 
peoplcj and as liis recent confinement, on fulpicion oS 
being their fiiend, was greatly in hb favour. Thejr 
next paiheticaliy, many of thetn in fobs and tears, la- 
mented tiie unfottunaie neteffuy umler wjiich they lay 
of quitting their native land, as they feared the people__ 
would confider their former cxertirns fo inimical tp 
their interefts, as to render it ui^fafe for them to remain 
in the courlry ; and after tl.is they took a cordial leave 
of Mr. CoIc!<'Ugh. Theeicapeof Archibald Hamilton 
Jacob was muft «on leiful, as when he had gone out 
with the troop that a IvanceJ towards the Thiee-rocks» 
before any others had thoughts of retreating, he got off 
onderthe mountain, and hy keeping hye-roatis, he moll 
pTovtdentiaily arrived to Rofs, where confidering the 
(late of the country he did not flop, but hailened to 
Waierford, and w as final ly induced to fail for England. 



Had the TCtrcaters the prefencc of mind to wait at the 
Scar until the tide fhould have fallen, they would have 
been able to liave proceeded with muclj greater eafe 
than they did to Duncanron-fort. Their halting there 
would probably have enabled many of the ftragglcrs, 
(nnmbers of whom were cut olF) to c^me up with ihemj 
and it would have taken much lefs time than it did by 
the circuitous route which they adopted ; but their pa- 



liic and trepidation were fucb, that they believed the • 
infurgents were at their heels> which brought them into 
great hardfhips, during a confu fed and precipitate 
flight, continued even through the night> "which occa- 
lioned many to lag behind^ who thereby became devoted 
viclims of deftru8ion; the caufe of which we fliall 
prefently have occalion to mention. The" laft cf the 
inilitary that left Wexford were the Donegal militia^ 
commanded by colonel Maxwell^ accompanied by co- 
lonel Colvillej captain Younge, and lieutenant Soden, 
df the 13th foot; the remaining part of the North 
Cork regiment, headed by cblonel Foote, the Shilma- 
licr yeomen infantry, under the right hon. George Ogle» 
tnd the Ennifcorthy infantry under captain Pounden* 
Wh fome of the Wexford infantry, fome of the Wex- 
fcrd, Shilmalier, and Ennifcorthy cavalry ; and the 
icfe was brought up by the Healthfield cavalry, under 
tajptain John Grogan, who covered the retreat. Thefe 
^erc followed and overtaken by captain Boyd, and a 
ftw of his troop, who puflied forward till th'^y came up 
%ith the van of the retreaters as before related. 

Great npmbers of people, from motives of curiofityy 
^tffembled in different groupes to view the military in 
^hcir paffage through the country, not imagining that 
^ iiey fliould be any more molefted than they had been 
^y the firft parties who paffed them quietly by ; and 
i>ad any general orders to this effe«Sl been iffued to the 
^^^ retreating troops, it is probable they would have been at- 
•^^nded to and productive of good efFefl' ; but although 
^^olonel Colville did all in his power to prevent the fol- . 
iery from firing on the people, yet his humane and 
ife remonftrances were not fuccefsful. The fiift vie- 
ims of military fury, however, on the retreat, were 
^vro men found, with arms, in a houfe in Wexford, near 

where 
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where thr Shilmalier yeomen infantry, commanded by 
ihc light hon. Geor[>e Ogle, had beeo flat'ioned in the 
lown. Tliefc upon the evacuation were brought away 
by the corpt and ihoi at Maglafs, where the foldiers. 
giving a loofe to their ragci puiTued the iinoffendinf; 
populace, and fhot nuiri'ievs ofthem, who endeavmired 
to conceal themfelves in the ditches- which were well 
fcaichcd for their difcovery. The reman catholic 



' chapel of Maglafs was Tet on iire. as \ 
other houfes in thecourfeof their mi 
verc plundered ; and not a conntrym 
and overtaken could efcape being fact 
■vengeance; n^y, not un frequently di( 
weaknefs nor hclplef? infancy affi 
obtained, in feveral inilances, no 
criminate fury of the 
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?treating troops, who immolated 
fome of the women and children of the affrighied pea- 
fan try. as they fell in t,heir way. Thefe ai3s of unpro- 
■voked, cold-blooded, and unmanly cruelty, were aveng- 
ed on the poor flraggleis, who were, by any cafualtyr 
fcparated from the tctreating body, as the cxafperated 
cnuntrypcoplci gi.aded as they had been, conlidered 
every peifon in a military garb as a fanguinary and re- 
lenttefs ereiry. Several foldiers who had been followed 
by their wives and c!iildren, were induced to flay belund. 
to afford them afEfiance on fii dirireffing a march, 
which coft m.any ol them their lives; but none of the 
women or children was inientionaily huit hy the people : 
even fi-me children who wc\c abandoned by, or lofl tlu'ir 
parentsonihL3 0CcaIlon,aicHilheniainingin the country, 
cherilbedand proteacd by theinhabilants. Thetidenill 
continuing (no high, at the Scar, for even the rere of tfee 
retreating troops to pais, I hey took t he likecircuitousroulc 
wit h the 11 (V, and airiveJatDuncannon-foiionthcmornj 
iRgorthejjfioflliy; wornoBt with hardiliipand fatigue, 
having 
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having loft many of their men> and in the utmoft con- 
iufion anddirordei". 

On the night of the3oth> thetowriof Wexford, con* 
fidcnng all that had happened, was remarkably quiet* 
all finding repofe neceirary, after their various hard- 
flnps. In the evening vaft numbers went to vifit their 
fevetal dwellings in the countiy, to be informed of thd 
(;pndition of their families and properties ; but very early 
on the morning of the 3'ift^ the ftreets were as crowded 
as before, and the confufion and plunder of the day pre- 
ceding How recommenced. The people were much 
difcontented with the inhabitants for not detaining for 
their ufe, the arms and ammunition of the gar i< »n ; as 
the entinr^f their military ftores at this ti i.e amounted 
to no more than three barrels of gunpowder found in 
the barracks, a few hundred of cartridges, with fome 
odd calks and pounds of powder found in fhops and 
gcntlemens* hotifes. Their difcontent foon proceeded 
to threats againft diiFefent individuals, and amongft the 
left againft Mr. Fitz-Gerald, who had gone home the 
^^ght before, and was not as yet returned^ He was at 
once accufed of having betrayed the people, vengeance 
^as Vowed againft hiiii and he was threatened With in- 
*^*nt death. On his appearance foon after, however* 
the ferment fubfided as inftantaneoufly and unaccounta- 
"v as it had at firft originated. The principal inhabi- 
tants of Wexford very naturally wifhed to get rid of 
^hefe troublefome intruders, and to efFeft this defirable 
^"jcft fuch of the better fort as had any influence with 
^he BQultitude lent their cordial affiftance ; and they at 
^*^gth fucceeded. The infurgents were induced to 
^^y^ out of the town and encamp on the Windmill- 
Ms, where after much confufed confultation ihey di- 
''idcd into two bodies^ one of which, confifting of thofe 
• R wh« 
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\r!io inhabited ilie Wexford-iideof iheSlaneyj mavclied 
toTaglimon. As in fuch a Oiixcd tnuliitude there mull 
be many, of all dirpofitionS) it is not wonjeifiil rhat. 
there were Toine wlio wouKI incite to and praflire nutragt. 
Some of tlii? tlrfcriplinn of perfoos hunted for orange- 
nien» wliotn t'ley denominated their enemies; while 
others, imiiuing the candu£l of the military on the 
day before, but in a far Icfs degvecj plundered private 
propeity, burnt the houfes of four refpeflable faitners» 
and put one man to death gn their way to Taghroon, 
oritfide of which town they encamped for that nigbt. 
The other divition nf ilio infurgents, conlifiing of the 
inhabitants of that part of the county north of the 51a- 
ney, dirciBed their marc'i towards Gorey, and in the 
Courfe of their progrefsj burned the houfes of fome 
■whom tliey confidered aa enemies, plundered othersj 
and encamped tliat night on the hill of C^urigrev. 
'J"he cncampmei.t on Virjcgar-hill, by the bye, conti- 
, liued a permanent oae duriog the wliole period of the 
iiifurreflion. 



^B it is an incontrovertible fact, that before this*pe- 
riod, there were fewer united Iriflimeti in the county of 
Wexford, than in any gthcr pirtof Ireland, and tbcfe' 
few only fworn, an has been all eaiiy obfervcd, in a de- 
tached manner, unconiiecied by any organization, it ii 
amazing to think with what fuccefs the infmi t^iOD ^p-^ 
pears to have bcea attended in its cm^encemcnt;^ 
that a people thus rnufeii all uf a fudden, withwit anjr 
prevlnus prep3rai;>wi, fljould gain fuch fignal advan- 
tages ; — if furt'iei proof wc;e at all necelTary of the 
liltlc pmgrefs made by the fyflcm of the imited Iiilli. 
men in the county of Wexford, anterior to the riling^' 
inaddition tu no return of numbers being even Qucdf 
to have been mide fiom thence by any Uajers, th&t 
• progf 
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.proof would be amply fupplied by the vaft numbers 
itW eagerly came forward, delhing to be fworn, upoa 
.^We firft fiicceffes: for, in the exifting ftate of the 
^ountiy, at this juncture, when mens' minds were to- 
^^Uy unmaflced, and all difguife thrown away, it may 
' 'be fairly iniplied, that all who might have been pre- 
;"Vioi.fly fworn would not fail to come forward and take 
*^vantage of fuch circuihftance, by boafting, in the 
*?on3ent of exultation, of prior concern in a fyftem> 
.thto confidered univerfally prevalent through theifland, 
.^''^ of the final fuccefs of which the lead doiibt was 
^^^ entertained at this period : befic'es, at this crifls it 
.w naccral to conclude, that had any organization here- 
■tofoi*^ exifled, the chofen cliici's would be induced to 
cfecrare themfelves and afTurae their Rations, for had 
'.they concurred in their appointment when they ran 
ever^ rifltpf legal punifliment, before the actual break- 
ing Out or the infurreflion, now that it was believed 
viclorious a^id univerfal, they muft feel every encou- 
lag^Hient to afl without referve and with their utnio{{ 
•'v\gr>ui'; but^he fa^ft was abfoluteTy otherwife, as moft 
of ^^e leaders, throughout the difturbanccsin Wexford, 
a&ed, in their feveral ftations, frjm tlie irrefiflible force 
of coropalfion andconftraint after it had aflually e^lft- 
ed ; whatever reprefentations by furniire or prcfumption 
jiiayhave appeared to the contrary. Another circum- 
fiance of general mifreprefentiaion is, that the infur- 
re<9ion in the county of Wexford was connected with 
tbedifiurbances in other pans of the nation ; while no- 
thing can be more contrary to truth, as oii the arrefl of 
the Lcinfter delegates, alTcmbled at a provincial meet- 
ing in Bridge ftreet, in Dublin, on tiie i zth of March, 
1798, there was liot a delegate or any return of numbers 
from the county of Wexford, as evidently appears 
from the Reports of the fecret committees of both 

R a lioufes 
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boufcsof the Irifh parlianjcnt; and danog the whole 
periodof its cootinuance this coucty u-asbrfcc on all fides 
with troops, fo as to be completely infuiaicd, and there- 
fore no efficient irlcrcoutfe coulJ extft between it and 
any other part of Ireland ; forfcarcely any one could, in 
pafiing to or from id efcapc detection) fave in a reiy fe\r 
inftanccst in which, wbeihcr by connivance or other- 
wife, fotne pcrfons from the adjoioiog counties pafTetl 
into it) and fome of the natives out of ii, bat as neitber 
returned to their lefpeetive homes during the time fpe-_ 
cified, fuch inftances cannot effciftuarly militate agaioft 
the general pofiiion here laid down, from incontrover- 
tible fafls, in oppofiti")ii to any unqualified afferiioQ 
and gTOundlefs conjefluie : in faS. as there was no pre- 
concerted plan of infuFTeflion in the county of Wcx- 
fordi there was no fimilarity of circumflances oroc-. 
caGon between that and the commotion in any other, 
part of Ireland, except in ihe cafual incidents of their 
happening at the fame time, and that perhaps the peo- 
ple of other counties expefled like ciFefls from their 
own condufl with thofc hoped for by the people of the 
county of Wexford from their own, to refcue themfelves 
from apprehended extermination, which they thought 
could not be effeded fflhcrwife than by the moft de- 
termined refiftance. Thefe fafts are thus ftated todjf- 
abufe the publicj as the diredl contrary, on tnere fur- 
mife, has been roundly alTerted, and pretty generally 
believed, through exaggerated mifreprefentaCion. 

Now, that the inforreiSion of the county of Wexford 
was at its height,, there exifted no kind of fubordination 
or controul ; individuals afTumed the privilege of in- 
dulging their own difpofitions, and of gratifying pri- 
vate malice. The unruly populace were furious and ^ 
[ ungovernable, and many of this defcriptton remained ^ 
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In ^'cxford afcerthe great body of the infurgents had re- 
tired from the town : rhey fcizcd upon and lodged in the 
gaol many perfans from a!I parts of the fuirouncling 
country, who had fied thither for proieflion, and were 
aoyxf endeavouring to conceal themfelves in the differ- 
ent boufes of their friends> to efcape popular rcfent- 
ment. Many former piqiiesj however remote or trivial 
tbcy might have been, were avenged in this manner; 
fo t hat on the ! j ft of May the gao! of Wexford became 
^broluiely crowded. On this very day Mr. Hai-vey, 
wHohad been releafcd from confinement by the people, 
as finon as they took pofieflion of the town, and was by 
'hern appointed) whether Jie would or no, iheircom- 
"•a-oder in chief, had engaged feveral gentlemen, among 
'^''^om there were many apprehenfive of popular vio- 
-"^^icc, to an entertainment at his formcrlodgings, which 
■"e lad then refumed ; and all thefe he naturally fup- 
poped under effe^ual protcflion with him, from the na- 
*Ureof his appointment, againft all popular outrage; — 
*^^t: he foon had lamentable proof how groundlefs were 
""*s fond expeflations. In the evening foon after dinner, 
^S"«"eat mob of country people alTeniblcd in theftreet be- 
''^ re the houfc, fome of whom knocked violently at the 
*^'^Or, and infilled that Mr. Titrner, whom ihey knew 
*-'^ be within, (bould be delivered up to them, to le put 
**' <itath, for having burned fome of their hnofes. I was 
*^^ e of thofe invited by Mr. Harvey, and, as Mr. Tur- 
** ^"1- was a moft particular friend of mine, I intianily went 
*^*Jt:, and was, as I fondly imagined, fo far fuccefsful as 
**^ prevail on the populace to retire; but to my great 
***<n*nification ihey returned fliortly after, and infifted 
>th redoubled violence, on Mr. Turner's being 
bought out to them. Mr. Fitz-Gerald who had now- 
^»iic tomy affiftance, and myfelf, urged every argument 
* fiat fiiendftiip could fuggeft,to diCfuade them from their 
dreadful 
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dfeadftil putpofc) and Mr. Harvey alfo Interpofed forthf 
fame intcnlj by which oeans ihc multilude was once 
more induced to retire. It was but for a fliori time how- 
ever, as they quickly came back lo the houfe witk 
more violence and fury than before; a Oiul was now 
fired at the door, as the fiifl notice of their approach, 
and I hey reiterated their demind niih tlie loudeft and 
moft defperate vociferation?. Some of the gent1eineii> 
who on that day dined with Mr. Harvey, now canie 
out, and all their united entreaties and reminnrances ' 
could obtain from the enraged tnultilude was, that Mr. 
Turner might be lodjjeJ in the gaol to abide liis trials ' 
but the dcmajogues detiounccd that if he was not fent 
thither direcily, Mr, Firz Ctrald and Mr. Hay (mean- 
ing mjfclfj) mud forfeit their lives, "^lus loufed the , 
friendly feelings of Mr. Turner) who had overheard 
all that pa/Ted, and he accordingly rcqucfted he migdt 
be brought to gaol, as the only place of fafety In his 
opinion, when neither the houfe nor the interference o( 
liis friends or the chief commander could eofurc biai 
proteflibn ; as could not indeed the lioufc of any onej 
at this perturbed peiiod, as I'lofe of the greatefl abet- 
tors and reputed favouiites and fupporters of the 
people, were fearched and violated by forcibly takine 
out of them numbers of people denominated enemies. ' 



Thefe outrages determined many to fuiTrender them- 
felvesi in order to be fent lo gaol, in hopes of greater 
fecurity, as well as it induced others to remain in con- 
finement, from limllar expei^lancy of proteflion from 
the refentment of their neighbours. From confidera- 
lions of this nature, Mr. Harvey, conftrained as he 
was to condnfl Mr, Turner to the gaol, releafed from 
tbence every other perfoa not violently accufedi and 

the 
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the number was confiJerable whom he thought to 

be obnoxious to> but by thefe means fecure from the 

intemperate vengeance of the people. During the 

iirft days of the infurreflion, indeed any perfon of 

previous popular chara6ter, could releafe a friend from 

confinements but fuch interferenee foon became fo dif- 

plesifing to the people> that moft of thofe who had 

t>^di thus liberated were again re-committed, and 

ruction threatened to any one that would prefume 

in to enlarge tJiem ; which prevented numbers from 

*'^^^Tpofing their good offices in favour of fuch of 

~^dr friends as had, in any manner^ incurred popular 

^^ium. Private malice was on thefe occafions but too 

"*^^uently exerted* and any accufation was fufficient to 

ie any perfon to be fent to gaol ; which however 

t efteemed by many the fafeft afylum, as it was ex- 

iP^^led, that when popular fury Ihould have abated, 

^h^ perfons confined might be permitted to return 

^^i«t!y to their hotncs. The only efFeflual mode of 

l^^OcUiing liberation from prifon, however, at this 

period, was to procure a certificate in favour of the 

t^^i Toner from the ncighbourljood in which he lived, 

^^*cl in this way many were fet at liberty, who, to fe- 

^^ir^ themfelves againft future crimination, generally 

30iued the infurgents. As to the power of popu* 

*^^ity, at all times precarious, fo difficult of attain- 

**^^iit, and fo eafily loft ; and which no tiuly wife man 

^^^r made the fcope of his aflions, or final ob'e-jt of 

l^^riuii, it could effeft little in fuch troublefome and 

^^^bulent times as thofe we are treating of, when an 

mrurreflion prevailed, excited by oppreffion, an J in 

^Hich there exifted no regular plan of operation or 

ffft-cm of aflion ; wh Ic' the mi.iJs of the ungovern- 

^l* muUiiude were fore and dcfperate from recent 

initation. 
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irritalion. Amidft fuch a dreadful public ferment, pO' 
pulantyi to a liberal inind, proves a mod tyiannical 
iubiugatlon, as it encumbers the poHcffor with tlic op* 
pielfive weight of mobblfh applaufe, while it confera 
nor on him the power of relieving a fufFenng friend) 
I who may have aitracied, inadvertently or otherwifcj 
the deadly refcntmcM r>f an unbridled popalace; and, , 
what is flill more afflicting to generous feelings, the 
devoted viijlim of the moment perhaps imagines the 
popular friend all-powerful for his prefervation, while 
it is melancholy to rcfJeifl that, on ftich occjfions, it is 
in the power of a villain lo coitnierad) the benevolent 
intentions and humane difpolition of the highefl rc- 
fpe^lability, intelligence and virtue ! 



After the infurgents, as has been related, moved off 
in two feparate divifions from Wexford, there dill re- 
mained feveral of their number in the town, who 
aE'umed the office of fupplying the camps with iiecef- 
iaricsj and this, by their own authority, they declared | 
mud be done fiom Wexford. Tliefe felf-created com- 
millariea, having put all neceffaries accordingly in re- 
i^uiliiion, began to fcarch all tlie houfes, and in the 
courfe of fuch furvey, plundered them of every article 
tliey thought proper, afferting that all ihcy took away 
was. for the general fervicc. Great abufes wereconfe- 
<)oently committed in this avbicrary mode of levying 
contributions, and fo great a wafte of property, parti- 
culaily of provifions, was made, that the town and its 
[ ncighbourhiiod were thre;;iened with a famine. Tho 
people of Wexford iherefoic defirous to get rid of 
ihefe troublefome maratiders, and to have fome regula- 
tions adopted for the prevention of plunder, appointed 
twelve of the principal inhabitants as a committee, to 
jcgulate the diftribution of provilions, as well as of all 
oihej 
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<ilh ler n.eceflaries in requifition ; and the generous in* 

divicluals who undertook this arduous taflc, (it was in- 

<J^^<d a Herculean labour,) were afluated by the moft 

^Ji't nous and difinterefted motives in their exertions t6 

pr«~>te6l general as well as individual property. As 

^'^^ i (key 'and leather were the articles moft in demand 

^^ t he camps> diftillers and tanners efpecially entreated 

th^ committee to iffue regular orders for the fuopHcs 

'rc> arm their ftoresj to prevent as much as poffible the 

^^^•^^.1 deft rufl ion of their fuhftance and concerns; 

*"^i ing, that they were very willing to give up their 

^^ C3le flock for the general fervice ; yet ftrange as it 

*"^-3^ appear, fome of this defcription of perfons were 

J^^^^il forward afterward in profecuting thofe very men» 

"^^ <D, by their humane interference, were inftrumental 

1^ "saving their lives and properties ; for certainly the 

^^^"^^'ft confequences were to be apprehended from the 

^^^ i fcriminate plunder, and confequently inordinate 

^^*^ fumption of fpirituous liquors, by the prevention of 

^*^ichand other diforders, through indefatigable exer- 

^^^*>s, the committee aflually proved the falvation of 

'^^ country; and^ what may-not appear unworthy of 

^^fVsrvation, although chofen by the inhabitants at 

^^ge from among themfelves, there was but one united 

^*Oiman among them, which could not be the cafe» 

^"^ the people been generally fworn. 



C^aptain Keugh was appointed military commander 
the town, which was now divided into wards, each 
V^hich had a company of men, armed with guns 



pikes as they could procure them, and thefe ap- 

* luted their own oflBcers* There was a regular 

"^ade morning and evening on the cuftom-houfe-quay; 

rds were ftruck off and relieved, and a pafs-word 

^ counter-fign regularly given out. The infurrec- 

S tioa 
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tion hii, by this time> become fo general in all parts o: 
the county forfakc.i by the EniliiaTy, tliai even tfie in- 
habitants of the baronies of FoTlh a,niJ Baigy, thoughl 
mbcnr on them lo lliew tbeiv tlifp-ifition and lo 
appear in Wexford ; — ia flioit, every perfon remaining 
in the county) thought it befl at this period to come 
forward and make crniinon caufe vlth the infurgents. 
The inhabitants of the laft mentioned baroniesi how- 
ever, being a race of men of peaceable and induflriou*,' 
hahits, and not having expeiienced the perfecunons 
praiSiiled in Other dillrifls, were not eafily excited to 
commit thofe afls of outrage «-Iiich look place la 
other quarters; but they were at length icrnbly alarmed 
androufed to rcllflance, by the cruel and mcrcilefs 
condu£i of the military in their flight from Wexford; 
but even then their determination of vengeance ap- 
peared folely direfled a;;ainfl the body whofe unpro- 
voked fury had alTecicd them with injury. Thefe 
people, on tlieir fnirch to Wexford, halted near Johns- 
town, the feat of Cornelius Grogan, efq. for whom a 
party was difpntched to bring him out and oblige hiia 
io jiiio them ; and thus ih'is aged gentleman was con- 
ftrained to accommodate himfelf to the crazy temper 
of ihc {imes, and being placed on horfe-back, 
then i!l of the gout, he was conduclcd along by the 
multitude, confifting of feveral ihourands on foot, and 
many hundreds of horTcmen. On their entrance into 
the town, and defiling through the ftiects, not many 
pikes could be feen, but vafl numbers were equipt witli 
Ipits, pitch forks, and fucli like oflenlivc weapons,'^ 
wiiii which ihey endeavoured as much as in tlicit 
poiver, 10 imiiaie and alTume the appearance of pike- 
iiien ; and after having fliouted and paraded for fome 
time through the ftrects, they leiiied peaceably toi 
Ihcir homes, vilhout eommim-^s further rf)utiage,* 

All 
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-^Jl-thc forges both in town and country were ^nfiantly 
employed in the fabrication of pike-blades^ and timber 
of every defcription fit for handles was procured for 
^hat purpofe wherever tp be found ; fo that in a yery 
i?)ort time, no perfon conH be feen, (fo general was 
the principle or affcflation of arming,) without a war- 
like weapon of fome kind, a green cockade, a hat- 
band, falb, or other ornament of that colour. Four 
<>yfter- boats were fitted out in the harbour, and 
xnanned with five and twentv men each, to cruife out- 
'^^<i^ the bay ; and tl:f fe, from time to time, brought in 
t^^eral veflels, moftly bpund for Dublia, laden with 
^^ts, potatoes, and different otiicr kinds of provi- 
't'^^'^s; which became very feafonable fupplics for the 
f^'^^n, that ihuft otherwife have fuflcred great diftrefs, 
^^? :.^h€\markets were deferted by the country people. 
•* iii'ee old J>ieces of cannon were brought down and 
^^^untcd on the fort of Roflire, fituare at the en- 
^ *ice of the harbour, to prevent any (loops of war 
Oi pa{fing, fuch armed veflels only being capable of 
^^ Bering the harbour of Wexford; and four old fl.oops 
TTe ready to-be fcuttled and funk in the channel, to 
vent any fuch armed vefiel, in the event of her paff- 
the fort, from approaching the town. 



iVloney feemed to have vaniOied during the infur- 
T^Qion, as no perfon was M'illing to admit being pof- 
-^flTed of any currency exclufive of bank-notes, which 
^^•^re held in fuch little edimation, that great quarvv/*";j 
^*^ them were hiconfideratclydeftroyed; fome ii//^ *' *>*^'" 
^.oV>acco pipes, and others ufed as watldty ^^^* when 
^.^cks- but wliatever little provi'io;^/' which is 
^^Tket, fold very cheaply for read -'^^^^^ ^^ afceml ! 
ft^nce, butter fold by the pound dreadful and horrid" . ., 
Etchers' meat, of any kind, f V'^^ ^^ord, prevaiKng- 
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bank-notes, any one might ftarve who had no other 
neaos of procuriifg the prime neceflaiies, for which, 
when offered for falc, nodiing but Cpecie vrould. he ac- 
cepted as payraetil. Every endcaiour was made ro 
have the markets well fupplied and attended ; but even 
at the cheap rate jufl filled, theic were fcarcetyiafty 
puichafcrs; fo unw-illins did every one appear to ac- 
knowledge the pofTelfion of meney ; but it muft be 
mentionedj that inlecd tlie neccfliiy of puiLhaiing at' 
jnaiket was in a gieat mcafurs igpeifedeJ; for among 
the various duties of the committee one was that of 
fupplying every Dfrlbn in town wlih piovifions. On 
application tu them every houfe was fnrniilicd with 
a ticket fpecifying tlie number nl inliabhants, anj 
all perfons, even the wives and fanii''es of thofe confi- 
dcred the grcaiefl enemies of t'ie people, were indifcri- 
ininately included ; and every oerfon fent with a ticket 
to the public ftores app^iinted for that purpofe, received 
a proportionate quantity of meat, potatoes, and other 
neceflaiies free of any expence. The bread in general 
was bad, as no good flour could be obtained. 



In the country the people formed themfelvcs gene- 
rally into pariOi divilions, and each divifion elei^ed its 
own ofPcers. All perfons capable of candying arms werft 
to attend the camps, on being furnifhed with pikes or 
guns, as either could be beft procured ; foaie on foot 
and others on hoifeback, as they could beft accommo- 
(Jate ihemfelves. Moft perfons were dellrous to wear 
I'pits, pT(8 of fome kin I or other, and accordingly de- 
With whicTPfelves in the mofl faniaftical manner with 
power, to imi'i'i, handkerchiefs, and all the fhewy pans 
tiien ; and aficr hi green was ihe moft favourite and 
time through the i^ut on failure of this, decovaiiona 
llieir homes, withoi^lour were fubflilutedi and as to ■ 

their 
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tiieir flags or enfigns, th^y were alfo generally green 
or of a greenifh hue, but on account of a deficiency in 
this refpe6V, they difplayed banners of all coloui's 
except orange, to which the people fhewed the moft un- 
alterable diflike, aveifion and antipathy: — even blue, 
black, red and yellow, were remarked among their 
banners. Many damfels lyiade an offering of their co- 
. loured petticoats for the public fervice, and to make 
tbeTe gifts the more acceptable, they ufually decorated 
them according to their different fancies, and from the 
variety thus exhibited, there appeared not two fimilar 
banners in the whole. Several loyal ladies too, both 
^^ town and country, difplayed their tafte in richly and 
'aocifully ornamenting enfigns, to ingratiate themfelves 
^^*t^ the people ; but many of them, not having time 
^ perfefl their chef d'oeuvres before the infurre^lion 
'^^a.s fiapjyrefTed, have fince thought it prudent, I fuppofe, 
^^ cJeftroy thefe and the like fpecimens of elegant 
. ^^^^txiplifFjment, at which I had opportunities of obferv- 
^^ them earneftly employed, during the fhort- lived 
P^Tioci of pr.pular triumph. But now we muft return 
^ events which occurred in other parts of the 
country. 

-A^Fter the battle of Oulard which was fought on 
^^ ^"th of May, as already detailed, the yeomanry 
^"tnguirbed themfelves in the northern part of the 
^^Unty by falling on the defencelefs and unoffend- 
/^8 populace, of whom they flew, fome hundreds.' 
^eing Whicfunday, the people were, as ufual, go- 
6 to tlieir chapels to attend divine fervicc, when 
^*^y of them were led by curiofity, which is 
generally excited by the report of fire-arms, to afcenii^-"!^' 
*^e vent eminences, from which the dreadful and horrid* i ■^■ 
^'^es of devaflation by fire and fword, prevaiRrij^* i- 
• tiro* 
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thro' tilt country round, as far as the eye could rezclif 
was prefetiicd to their anonifhed and affrighted view ; 
and as the diffL-rent groupes thus collcfled were per- 
ceived by the yeomanry, thcfe purfued and cut them 
tlown. Tiic mod inoffcnfive were moft likely to fuffer 
by this mode of ijuieting difluibanccs. becaufe, coiifci- 
nus of their innocence, they made no effort to avoi4 
the fudden fate which they had no reafon to appre- 
hend. Even many who remained within their houfe* 
did not fare better than tfieir more curious or lefs fear- 
ful neighbours, as numbers of them were called out 
and (hot at their own doors : nay, fome infirm and de- 
crepit old men were plunged into eternity by thefe va- 
JourousgoardianR and preferversof the public peace ! — 
,• On eveiy occalion, however, they were not inexorable 
r<\ llie piteous petitions for life, as a fum of money pro- 
perly offered and timely prefcnted faved fome, who, 
after the infurreiSlion was quelledj came forward 
with their complaints; and among others who were 
nbliged todifgorge thefe bloody ranfoms, Mr. Hunter 
Cowan, a magiflrate and captain of a yeomanry corps, 
on a complaint made to Mr.Beauman fen, of Hyde-park 
(from whom I had this account) was obliged to refund 
Ihe money. Thefe people on fjrrendering their pikes 
and other ofFenlive weapons and arms, fondly imagined 
that they had fecured ihemfelves protefillon, aud were 
therefore not at all apprehenfive of attacl;, but they' 
loon found thcmfelves miferably mitlaken. Had their 
intentions been for violence, they would naturally have 
sttremWedin a large body on fome commanding hill, as 
the other Infurgents did, wliere they would have ap- 
peared formidable ; fo that their Jiaving co!le£icd into 
niimberlef^ fmall groupea is certainly to be deemed ra- 
i[ier the efiefl of cuiJofity than the effort of infurrcc- 

(•00. 
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Oicat numbers of f)eople, taking their families and 
(uch of their eiFe£ls as they could Conveniently tranf- 
pOTt thither along with them> fled for refuge into Go- 
i€y> where a general panic however prevailed, altho* 
\ beGdes the yeomanry of the toWii, a party of the North 
Cork Militia^ under the commiand of lieutenant Swayne^ 
together with the Ballaghkeeh, Coolgreny> Arklow, 
Northftiire> and Coolatin corps of yeomen cavalry ; the 
Tinnahely and Wingfield corps of yeomen infantry ; 
Sind a company of the Antrim militia, commanded bj 
lieutenant Elliot, were ftationcd there ; but notwith- 
(landing, on a rumour that the infurgents were ap« 
jproaching, it was determined to abandon the town# 
and proceed to Arlclow ; but previous to its evacuation, 
felevcn men taken out of their beds, wnthin a mile's dif- 
tance, were brought in and fhot in the ftreets, where 
they were left for dead ; but fix of them recovered^ 
By order of Mr, White, however, upwards of one hun- 
dred prifoners were releafed from the gaol and market- 
houfe, and many of them received proteflions, which 
th^y place^^in their hats, in order to exhibit as confpi- 
cuoufly as poffible ; but this precaution did not prevent 
feme bein^ fhot by other yeomen, whom they fell in 
With on their way home ! The order for evacuation being 
iinnounced at five o'clock in the morning of the 28th» 
k diftref&ngfcene of trepidation and confufion enfued. 
Affnghied crowds of peojile might be feen running in 
all diredlions, preparing for flight ; while fuch as could 
M^ere harneifing their horfes and placing their families 
On cars, with the utmoft precipitation, all endeavouring 
to efcape from the town as fpeedily as poflible. The 
road was tbon thronged to a great extent with a train 
tof cars, which were loaded with women and chil- 
dren, Accompanied by a vad multitude on foot, 
Among whom were many women wi;h their children on 

their 
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lllcir back ; and from the continarJ heat antl dtoa^ht 
of ibe wvathcr, the dufl ejtcirfd hy ibis crotrcjcd proccT- 
fion difliefsfanf obAiu^rd lefpirafion. 

By thisabuidnnmeni of Gorcj- the whole of the for- 
TDtindinf; conniiy tr»s Jclt cmireljr CKpr-frd, and yet the 
inftirgeiits did ttvt at all. at this iime> approach thtt 
town, but remained in ihcir cncampinem on the hill of 
CariigTcw; nor did the inhabitanii of this quarter 
then rife or join in the infarrccHon ; bat ftri£ily obfer»- 
ed on their part ihepromires they had made to the ma- 
gi f1 rates on furicndcring their aims; and yet it ia a 
notorious fafl, that there were more unired trrfbmen in 
this than in any other part of the county of Wexford, 
and that it even comprehended the dillriifl of fixicen 
parlfhes already dated to liave been piocUimed in Nov. 
1797. — While Gorey was thus abandoned by the mili- 
tary) and by fuch as were allowed or for whom it would 
be fafe toaccompany them, it \ras filled with the proper- 
ty and effects of ilie fugitives, yet no plunderwas com- 
inittcd, and no diflurbance took place, fo that on their 
return they found all belonging to them in perfect fecii- 
lity, having been proiecled by thofc that remained in 
the town The only infiancc of IpoUatiou fuppofcd 
to have taken place on this occalion is, that 
yeoman got feme money belonging to Mr, Williai 
Sparrow, by whofe defire he came for it on the 30th* 
and which the owner never received. A party of yeo- 
men returned on the zgtlij aad brought away provjfi-l 
ons. but as thefc were gallopping into the tuwn, oncH 
of the fhoes of ayeoraan'a horfe ftruck fire againfl tbeJ 
pavement ; haply on the very fpot where a quantity ol 
gun powder had remained, after a fmall calk of th J^ 
dangermis combviflible which, previous to the flighi 
tad failca from a car into the ftrect and wasburft. 

explolia 



ItxploRon inftantly enfued, by Which the hdtfe Janfl 

Yiorfeman were blown iij), and narrowly ^fclaped'with 

life : the hbrfe's hair \vvis defp^rately :lifaged> kild thfe 

yeomati himftlf Was terribly fcarched. On the 3rft» 

the military i^turned to Gorey/ OnWhiich, although 

left utterly defencelefs fihce the inornih'g of the a^thv 

not thfe ftnalleft attempt was hiade by the Infurgents, 

to take poftdttioo, dnd on the difpofitibn to peace and ot- 

der manifefted by the inhabitants, who remained in the 

town kfter the abandoniheht> their laudable condui^t is 

the'b'^ft Coniment. l^iftercsiik parties of yeomen went but 

Frbdi'th'etbv^n, rahfadced the hbufes through thecoun- 

ihy, brought aWay as Ihuch as they could carry, driving 

feflr ^ufcbersof cattie, foiiie belonging to lordMount* 

fctbtris^lAM^jJdt them ihtb Mr. Ram's demefne. Tndfeed, 

ifrhfey MJ'efe hot vi!ry exaS or fcrupulous as to individual 

fprWf)erfy, for the'y1)rbtii^ht off all the cattle they coulA 

ic^blleft in the cbtintry, and took up bacon, cheefe, but- 

r, and provifibhs of all Icinds wherever they found 

lilith ^ ahii to crown all they took a great number of 

eh prifbrt^i's to fupply the place of thofe that were 

erafed in the cbmmehc'ement of the flight ; fo that 

%:Hste\iftbe acknowledged, if not valorous, ait leaft 

*^rlciy laivcfervrce. 

v3n the tao'rliihg of the ift of June, an independent, 

t3iT felf-cbnftituted body of infurgents, unknown to any 

'of rhe thrfee jgeheral encampments of Vinegar-hill, 

TW^htnoh, stnd Carrigrcw, proceeded on a fecret expe- 

Q^t.ic)h 'fo Newtown*-barry (anciently called Bunclody) 

B^^c*vi(bhfed by the tanjg's county militia, commanded by 

^^^* L'eftrange, and the corps of yeomen cavalry and in- 

[rartitTy belobgTn]j'tb the place. Thefe infurgents having 

T^'^i^ed into tWo parties, made their attack on both fides 

^ tie Slkriey, dh the wcftern bank whereof lies the 

'"* " -T towa 
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towii) and of this they weie foon left in pofTeirion 
by the retieai of ihc military; but ihcy infiantly 
proceeded to plunder, particularly whifkey, of w-hicli 
they drank very freely, and being thus regardlefs of 
the advantage they obtained) they afforded the mili- 
tary, whom they did not attempt to purrue.time to rally 
xnd return upon them while in this diforderly ftatc^ fo 
as to oblige them to ily with fome lofs and precipitation. 

On this day alfo, a party of infurgents from Vinegar- 
hill, proceeded to join thofe encamped at Carrigre\v> 
Tphofc numbers were greatly leifencd by defertions for 
home. They were now however muftering pretty 
ftrongly all over the country, intending to alTemblc 
their colleftivc force on the hill of Ballymenane; but j 
while moving forward in a detached and diforderly i 
manner! they were met by a force from Gorey? under l 
the command of lieutenant Elliot, confilting of par- n 
ties of the Antrim and North Cork militia, above » 
fifty yeomen infantry, and three troops of yeomen | 
cavalry. Thefe, by preferving their order, had great ii 
advantage in this uncxpeiSeil rencounter, over the in- j 
furgents, who rciri.-atccl with fome lofs and indiforder; 
leaving behind a great number of horfes which were 
brought into Gorey, together with the plunder of 
many houfcs, which were burnt after dcfpoiling p ' 
among the reft that of Mr, Ki'nny, a tanner and fhopi- 
keeper, confidently afferted to be a loyal man: 'his 
character however did not protcilt liim, for he was (hot .1 
in his own garden, and fo fell a vi<Stim to the angry in- 1 
difcriminaiing fpitit of the limes, like many other inno- | 
cent perfons. This is- very (Irongly exemplified by a 
tranfaiSiion mentioned by the rev. Mr. Gordon as foU J 
lows. " A fmaU occurrence after the battle, of- I 
** which a fon of mine was a witncfs, may help to iU I 
" luftratft 
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*' luftrate the ftate of the country at that timer- 
Two yeomen comin^^ to a brake or clump of bufhes^ 
and obferving a fmall motion as if fome perfons 
'viJ'ere hiding there, one of them fired into it, and 
*' thefiiot was anfwrered by a moft piteous and loud ■ 
** fcreech of a child. The other yeoman was then 
'* larged by his companion to fire; but he being a 
** gentleman, and lefs ferocious, inftead of firing, 
** ccmmanded the concealed perfons to appear, when a 
** I>oor woman and eight children almoft naked, one of 
" ^vrhom was feverely wounded, came trembling from 
" tlie brake, where they had fecreted themfelves for 
" riafety*." Indeed the fettled pra6ticc was tofhoot all 
meii that were met; and by this defperate fyftem, the 
inoft innocent and peaceable were generally the moft • 
liic^ly to fulFer ; for being unwilling to join thfe infur- 
fi**^^s, the ungenerous fufpicions generally thrown out, 
h^"^^V"cvcr unjuftly, againft the catholics, which confti- 
tnt^^ a vaft majority of the people at large, precluded 
the poffibility of their joining the army or yeomen, 
vf^r> profeffed the ranked and moft inveterate diftruft; 
^f tie people, for any of whom it was extremely un- 
fafe to venture into their prefence on any occafion 
wb sitfocver, as numbers had fallen a facrifice to acon- 
fi^^ncc in their own peaceable intentions and innocent 
d^'O^eanour; and this kind of conduxSt had finally the 
cff^^ of determining multitudes to join the infargents, 
^'^fidering it, at length, the only means of felT-pre- 
fcrvation. Th^ mind of the impartial reader muft be 
ftrongly imprefTed with the barbarous impolicy of thua" 
cberilhirig thefe odious and unnatural prejudices, as 
^^\l as with the defjperate fituation in which the 
country was placed through thefe means ; and what » 
dreadful misfortune it muft prove to be an inhabitant 

T z where 

* See Gordon's Hlftory, page ii3. 
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where not only fucfa fentiments were very ftrenuoufly 
inculcated, but where even the mod Oiocking fcenes of 
fpulefl outrage were permittedj and perpetrated with 
tbe b?fc^ Oiud moft ciiotinal connivance. 

FiPD) tha ina£}ivily of the infurgenrs^ encamprd at 
CajTick-byriid occafioned in a great degree from theic 
xi'aot of an odenfibl^ commander, conflanE fallies were 
ma^e out of Rofs, and great havoc and devallatjon 
COt^milEed throughout ihc CQuntry. Thcfe occur- 
rences produced a general meeting of tlic principal 
inhabitants on the ift of June> wherein Mr. Harvey 
was called on to a£i as commander in chief) and 
v-Sirioua other appointments and regulations took place 
for the maintenance and fupply of the country. The 
da,y after Mr. Harvey took the command in perfon at 
Cariick-byme, where on his arrival, feveral fugitives 
appeared giving dreadful accounts of their fufFcriogs 
from the yeomanry, and at the time feveral houfcs 
were on fire about Old Rofs. The commander \a 
chief inflanily ordered Mr- Thomas Cloney, with all 
the horfemeli that could be collefled, to proceed 
agajnfl- the depredators, who fled on their approach, 
and were chafed in full fpeed to Rofs. At this critical 
period, the proteflant church of Old Rofs wasbumedi 
by no means with the knowledge or confent of Mr. 
Cloney or his party ; and the refuli of every encjuiry 
at the time was, that the church was fet on fire in re- 
vcnge and retaliation by individual fuffercrs, as many 
houfes were burned, and feveral unrefifling perfona 
were fhol immediately preceding this conflagration. — I 
fhould wifh to be able to give a more circumllantial 
account of this occurience, as it was the only one of 
Ijic kind thsi took place tiuring the infuirefiion, but 
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! not been able to procure fuvtlier inrormation j 
liowevcr, awitnefson the trialof Ml". Cloney bycouit- \ 
xnariial at Wexford in 17991 mentioned the circu: 
fiance> but in (uch a manner as only Co attrafl the no- 1 
tice of an entbufiafllc maniac. By liaving reference to ' 
ihe tvinl, it will alfo appear, rhat Mr. Cloney's liumi- 
nity and exertions for thofe in any kind of diftrcfs, wi» I 
as co.ifpicuous as his courage in the field> after he had|. J 
been forced from his houfe when ilic military had fled^ 1 
and left theinfurgcnts in uncontroulable poffeffion of | 
jbe country. 



On the 2nd of June, as one of the armed oyflcr- 

boatsi already noticed) was cruiling ouifide the har-' 

bour of Wexford, flie fell in with a boat from Arlclow. 

which upon being hailed) came to and was taken. Ojt. 

board this vefTel were tliiec officers of the North Cork 

militia, lord Kinpiborough the colonel, captain O'Hea, 

and lieutenant Bourke, who were accordingly made 

prifoners. This nobleman and thefe his officers were ■ 

ia Dublin when informed of the defeat of part of> 

iheir regiment at Oulard, as before ftntec!, and imme« 

diatcly purpgled to Join it ; for which purpofc, pro-" 

ceeding by land as far as Ajklow, and finding the in- 

furreftion more formidable than they couki be brought 

before to imagine) they there hired a boat to carry 

them to Wexford, not conceiving it polEble that it bad 

been abandoned and then in the hands of the infur- 

gents. They were taken therefore at their entrance 

lato the harbour) and conducted without any perfoii 

>a town being previoufly informed of the fafl, to the 

boufe of captain Keugh, then the acknowledged roiH- 

*'fy commander of the town. Here his lordfliip and tho> 

>wo officers made prifoners with him were entertainej 

"tt fome days before the people cxprefied any dilTatis- 

faflioi 
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ffciSUon or apprehenfion tliat they might be enabled to 
tfcape; but thefe manifeflations of popular ditlruft 
bring made knownt they were conveyed to a houfein 
the bull-ring, near the main-guard- lioufe, where cen- 
linels were pofled infidc and ouifidc, and there they 
Continuedi under thefe mcaliires of precaution until the 
fubrefjiient furrender of the town to hia lorUChip himfclf 
as an officer in the king's fcrvice. 

The people of the barony of Forth, having by this 
time fufficiently equipped themfelves with pikesi joitied 
the encampment now formed on the hill of Carrick- 
byrne, whither, it mufl be obferved, the infurgcnts of 
the camp near Taghmon had fliifted on l!ie firft of June. 
A fmall party from Wexford alfo, denominated the 
Faith-corps, joined the encampment on Cavrigrew. 



The wmmiitee of general regulation appointed in 
Wexford, and already noticed, waited on Mr Harvcy» 
commanderin chief of the infurgents, exprefling their 
hopes that the fervice in the proiedant church, whicfi 
had been hitherto interrupted, might be no longer dif- 
cnntinued ; as they witlied to do all in their power to 
dilGpate religious animo(i[ies, by inculcating the abfur- 
<lity of fear nn this account alone, and to undeceive the 
numbers of fuiiden 'converts who were applying to the 
catholic pricfls to be baptized, befeecliing in tJie moft J 
earncit manner to be thus received into the bofom of I 
the catholic church, from an idea that it was then thel 
only plan of fafety: nay fo perfevering were thegene-l 
rality ill their piteous entreaties, that the catbolit] 
clergy found themfelves very diflreJTingly circumJ 
flanccd ; for (liould they refufe to comply with thf 
wil^ca and carncil folicitaiions of fuch proteftat 
offered tbeiorelves in this way, they perceived chat th J 
I woul 
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klonC) but prote({ant3 who attended at mafs id tKefe 
times generally continued to ftrike themfelves vehe- 
mently with both hands almoft duiing the whole fcr- 
vice. I had the good fortune to prevent all fuch as 
conrulied me on the occafion as to the expediency of 
conformingi by peiftiading them [o avoid the difgrace 
of fucb a mockery ; and I had the fatisfa£)ion after- 
wards to hear thofe applauded who did not appear to 
change their religion, while thofe who turned with the 
times were reprobated, fotnc as hypociices and others 
as cowards. And in good tvuiti, what favourable opi- 
nion could be entertained of fuch as did not continue 
faithful even to their God according to the dii^tates of 
their confcience i 



The rev. Mr. Dixon, a roman catholic clergymani 
*ho had been condemned before a magidrate and fen- 
tenced to iranTportation, was fent ofFto Duncannon- 
fnrt the day preceding the infurreition ; and this was 
on the teftiraony of a man named Francis Murphy* 
whofe evidence vras politively contradi£led by three 
other witoeffcs. Thele fafls, together with the public 
odium incurred by the man himfelf, induced Thomaa 
Kion, a fea-faring captain and maRer of a veffel, who 
alfo kept a porter-houfe in Wexford* to take a fum- 
mary mode of avenging the fate of the clergyman who 
*« his relation. For this purpofc he brought the 
™»n out of gaol, upon his own fole authority, and con- 
^uQcd him down to the bull-ring, where he obliged 
three revenue officers, who were then prifoners, and 
whom he brought out along with him, to (hoot him and 
"terwards bear his body to the quay and throw it into 
"K waiei'. This execution took place with all its 
flwcking circumftances, while moft of the town's- 
P'Ople were at prayers, and was utterly unknown to 
\) the 
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the priadpa! inJiabiiants ; but at all events Dlxoa 
could ibe more readily a^icomplirh his vengeance, H-itb- 
oiU feat of being prevented, on acconnt of the public 
•xecrulon generally prevaleoi againfl inforDners. 

The military Rationed at Goiey mailc conftant fal- 
lies, in tha ooorfe of which thrnugh the country they 
plundered ami burned many houi'esi and fliot feveral 
ftragglersj who liaj>pened lo fall in their way. This 
provoked the inlurgenii to vie with their opponents in 
this mode of vrarfarer and retaliation has nn this, as well 
as on every other oceaiion, produced many woeful 
fcenes. Enormiiies in fa6t were committed on both fidest 
wbichi among their many lamentable confequcnces* 
tended to exafpcrate the parly-animolities already too 
powerfully dcftruiSive cf the peace and bappincfs of 
the country. At this time reinforcements were every 
day crowding into Gorey. On the 3d of June geoeral 
I.oft«S amvcd there with fifteen hundred men under 
his command, as did alfo colonel Walpole from Carncwj 
whence he had fcveral times gone out to reconnoitre 
the camp at Carrjgrew. A determination was fonned 
to attack this on ihc 4fb, with the forcethen in Gorey» 
with whkh the troops from Carnew and Newtowifc- 
bairy were to co-operatd fo as. to engage the infurgent» 
on all (ideS) and from thefe arrangements, and confider- 
ing the force that was to a6i againft them, liitle doubt 
was entertained 0/ their total and fpeedy defeat. The 
army from Gorey marched out at the appotntied 
lime, and formed into two divifions. The one nnder 
general Loftus, took route towards Ballycanewj-while 
theother> commanded by colonel Walpole, proceeded 
by the Camolin road direiRly to commence the con- 
ceited attack on Carrigrew, The infurgcnts had, how- 
' «v«r, quitted tljis poflj and were in full march towarda- 
Gorcj* 
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Gorey, when they fuddenly and unawares fell in with 
this military body under colonel Walpole, at a plftce 
called Tubberneering. The meeting was equally un- 
-expecled on both fides, and'this ciraamftance, no lefe 
true than extraordinary, neither "party haying ituy 
fcouts, produced an inftantaneous ai^d confufed a6lion> 
in which colonel Walpole was killed in a few minutes 
tifter its commencement, and his troops immediately 
gave way and fled m the utmoft precipitation aix) di(^ 
order, leaving the vi£iors in poffeffion of three pieces 
of cannon, <wo fix-poundci-s, and anotlier of inferiot 
fize. " The fate xif this a£tion was fo quickly decided^ 
as to allow general Loftusnot the fmalleft opportunity 
of affording the troops under colonel Walpole any af£ft- 
ance. The lofs of the military in killed and wounded* 
-vras confiderable, befides captain M^Manm? lieut. 
Hogg, and enfign Barry, of the Antrim militia^ with 
many privates taken prifoners. The reft in the greateft 
poftble hade hieing purfue^-by thcinfargents* reached 
Gorey, which they as quickly paffed through; btit 
innoukl, in revenge, have put the prifoners in the town 
to death had they not feared that th^ delay it would oc- 
cafion might coft them too dearly. This accouirtl have 
from a c^. of yeomanry, who oppofed with 'all his 
night the perpetration of fuch a cruel and barbarous 
deed, and who, to his honour was incapable of counte- 
nancing fuch an'atrocity under any circumAances. The 
retreat was thence very precipitate to Aiklow, where a 
coancil of war was haflily held, at which it was as haflily 
determined to abandon that town, and this was accordi- 
ngly put into immediate execution. Some were fo pamc- 
fimck that they did not flop till they reached Dublin^bat 
others flopped at difRreat diftances when their borfes 
wthemfelves were not able to proceed farther. Gen. 
I^tftus, oa. hearing the report of the capmm and other 

U % fire- 
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fire-arms in the-engagcment, not being able to go acrofs 
the country, he proceeded round by the road lo the fcenc 



of action, where he found the bodie 



many 



and did not learn the fate of colonel Walpole till he | 
faw him ftrctched on the field of battle. He then | 
moved toward Gorey, but thought it moft prudent to JJ 
alter his line of direSion upon being faluted by the I 
infurgents with the cannon they had juft taken, and i 
which they had drawn up to the fummit of the hill of J 
Gorcy) which is immediately over the town, command- I 
ing it in every quarter. The general then marched to 
Carnew and from that to Tullow. The troops that 'jj 
lad proceeded from Carnew in the morning, to co- j 
Operate in the intended general attack on the Jofui gents . 
at Carrigrew, did not return thitlier upon hearing of 
the defeat) but made Newtown-barry with thofewho 
bad, come out from thence on the fame expedition. 



The infurgents were now in pofTeffion of the whole U 

of the county of Wexford, except the fort of Dan- J 

cannon, the towns of Rofs and Newtownbarry ; and j 

were at perfect liberty if they purfucd their ad- I 
vantages, to feize upon Carnew, and alfo to enter 
Arklow, fituatcd in the county of Wicklowj and what 

confequences might have enfucd are now incalculable. ,| 

On the evening of the 4th of JunC) the infurgents 
ftaiioncd on the hill of Carrick-byrne, whither the 
Taghmon encampmenti as has been obferved, was ' 
transferred on the ift, now proceeded to Corbet -hill ' 
within a mile of the town of Rofs, the garrifon of 
which had lately received great reinforcements, by the 
arrival there of the Donegal, Clare and Meath rcgi- ■ 
inents of militiaj a detachment of Englifh and Irilli.^ 
ajcUleryi the 5th diagoonsi the Mid-Lothian feacibles^r 



J 
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znd on this very evening the county of Dublin regi- 
ment of militia conHderably added to its force^ which 
upon the whole amounted to twelve hundred men, ex- 
cluiive of the yeomen> all under the command of 
major-general Johnfon^ who expelled an attack during 
the nightj and confequently the troops remained 
under arms without being allowed to take any repofe* 
The infurgents> led by their commander in chief> Mr, 
Beauchamp Bagnal Harvey^ a little after their arrival 
on Corbet-hill, were faluted with a few cannon-flict 
and bomb-fliells from the town, without producing an/ 
other efie£l. than that of encreafing their vigilance* 
Mr. Harvey and his principal ofiScers took up their 
quarters in the houfe of Corbet-hill, where, being 
Tegaled with an excellent fupper and exquiHce wincs> 
they were fo well ple^fed with their cheer, and fo far 
forgot their prudence as commanders, that they had 
fcarcely time to fall afleep iince the moment of their 
retirement, until jhey wereroufed, by the orders thev 
bad given in their fober moments, to commence the 
attack at the break of day. Mr. Furlong was imme- 
diately difpatched with a flag of truce, and the fol- 
lowing fummons to the conimanding officer in Ro(s: — 

"Sir, 
«« As a friend to humanity, I requcft you will fur- 
f* render the town of Rofs to the Wexford forces now 
" affembled againft that town. Your refiftance will 
•*« but provoke rapine and plunder to the ruin of the 
«* moft innocent. Flulhed with viflory, the Wexford 
«' forces now innumerable, and irrefiftible, will not 
<« be controiiled if they meet with any refiftance: to 
" prevent therefore the total ruin of all propertv In 
^^ the town, I urge you to<a fpeed^- ^ 
4( yon will be forced to do in a fc^ 
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and blooddicd, as yoa are furrouniled on a!! fides. 
Your anfwcT is required in four hours. Mr. Furlong 
caiiies this leiter and will bring tlie anrwer." 

I am, fir, &c. &c. 
" H, B. Habv£-,/' 



' lialf pad ihrt< o'etocit DurniuG, 



Ml-. Furlong was Iliot I'lC momcm he approached the 
oiit-pofls. which fo exaTperated the people, that tliey 
could not be reflraincd Crom inflantly rtifliing on to at- 
tack ilic Three-buUci-galc, iieing the part of the town 
T,ext to them ; and this it iras ihat principally pre- 
vented the concerted plan of afTault froin being carried 
into execution ; as three diiilions of therr fortes were 
to liave begun their operations agaj.-rll different parts li 
of the town at the fame lime. This partjcula]| » 
divifion therefore not waiting till the oilier rwoftiould 
have reached their fcveral fiaiiocs of aflion, the latter , 
not only did not proceed, but were feized with fuch a J 
panic that ihey difpcrfed all over the country, flying 
in all dirciJlions to their fevcral homes, and bearing a^ 
they went along tlie tidings of a total defeat ; and this 
deroul was in a great degree occalioncd by the cjiample 
of one of the divifional comnaanders, who without ihc 
lead cffori to anfwev tlie intent of his appointment, 
turned away from the aclion, and rode haftily home- 
ward. Even in the town of Wexford, nineteen miles 
<Iiflant from Rofs, the news of a defeat was 'announced, 
at an early hour iu the day, by many fugitives who had 
lakcn that diie£lion, relating vaiious and firange ad- 
■veniures to account for their own precipiute flight. 
One fourth of the numbers that encamped on Coibet- 
hill the cTcning before, did not fland in the morning 
of the day of adlion, fo that even the divifion that 
LOiBmcnccd and aftcrwaj-ds. continued the afTault) was 
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by no weans complete, numbers of thofe ^vho conftr- 
ruted it having alfo abandoned their ftations, which 
were far from being adequately f«pplied by fuch of 
the two panic- {truck divifions as had the courage and 
Tefoltttion to join in the battle, then going forward and 
Hi its greateft heat. From this ftat^mient however rt 
uuft appear, that no plan was purfued in the attack by 
the infargents, bot that whatever they a<rcomplifhed in 
the onfet, muft have been from individual courage 
and intrepidity. They fir ft diflodgcd the army front 
behind the walls and ditches, where they were very 
advamageoufly pofted, and on this occaiion the cavalry 
hi their charges were rejjulfed with condderable lofs • 
coriKt Dodwell and twenty-feven men of the 5th dra* 
goons, having fallen in the firft onfet. The military then 
retreated into the town through the Three- bullet-gate» 
jMirfued hot foot by the infurgents, who obliged thent 
io more from one fhuation to another, until they at la(t 
drove them over the wooden-bridge on the Barrovr 
finto the county of Kilkenny. The main guard at the 
^aarket houfe, however, confifting of a ferjeant and 
fifteen men, not only maintained their (ituation, l^ut 
^ven defended it with uncommon bravery and refolu- 
%ion, having two fwivels to fupport them. Major 
"Vandcleur, of the Clare militia, alfo continued 
^hc whole of the day, with a ftrong detachment of 
fcis regiment at his pod at Irifhtown, where he flood 
pretty feverc duty, but not altogether fo violent as it 
^onld be, had the place been generally attacked, ac^ 
cording to Mr. Harvey's original plan-, this being the 
. principal rotrancc. When the infurgents had thus got 
polTdlioa of the town, they fell te plundering and 
drinking, on which they became fo intent, that they 
iOttld not be brought on to follow up th^ir advantage* 
la ibe mean time the army rallied on the county of 

Kilkennj^ 
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Kilkenny fide of the bridge ; and allhougb a rctresC 
was befoie determined on, yei ihey were induced to 
murn upon perceiving ihal there was no purfuit, and 
btlldesthcy were powerfully infligaicd to this by the 
Jpiiiied exhortations of tncffrs. M'Cormick' and Deve- 
letiXj two yeomen rot pofrefied of any command, but 
tlie difplay of whofe aflive courage and intrepidity 
eonttibuied in a gieat degiee to turn the faie of the 
iliy, and to whofe rtal luerit every praife is juftly due 
■)D this occafion> wlicrein few officers dininguiflied 
thcmfelves, as may he fairly concluded from the official 
jrclorns of the killed and wounded, thefe cafualtics in 
TCgard to the officers not bearing due proportion 10 
ihofe of the private men, which could hai-dly be the 
taf^ had the former mainiaincd their flaiions with be- 
coming firmnefs. The county of Dublin militia on 
Jicaiing of the ileaib of their favourite colonel, lord 
Wi-uriijoy, weie the firft to renew the attack under the 
cninmand <if major Vefey. Their example was fol- 
lowed by tlieTefl.of the tioops, and their united efforts 
flioilly compelltd fuch of the infurgents as were no£ 
too drunk to fly out of tlie town, of which they had 
beent by this time, fome hours in pofl'effion. Having 
Tcfpired a little however from their hafly letreaii 
which in a great degree made them fober, they again 
rclurned to tlie charge, and the conicft which now en- 
fued was maintained on both (ides with great iibflinacj , 
both panics being induced, by expeiience of the for- 
mer encounter, not to relax their c:;eitions. The 
intrepidity of the infurgents was truly remarkable, as 
notwithftanding the dreadful havoc made in their ranks 
fay the artillery, they rufhed up to the very mouths of 
lilt cannon, rtgardlefsof the numbersihat were falling 
«n all fides of them, and pufhed forward with fucli 
impiuiofiiy, that t.'.ey obliged the aimy to retire once 
mo£e 
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inore and leave the to^vn tothemfelves. But even after 
this they foon fell into the fame inifcondu6l as before, 
crowning their bravery with drunkennefs. Of this 
the proper av^vantage was quickly taken by the army, 
who again renewed the attack, by which they finally 
became perfefl mafters of tlie town. Several houfes 
\rere fet on fire and confumed in the courfe of this and 
the former attack, but on€ of thefe deferves particular 
notice : this was a flated houfe, four ftories high, on 
the fummit of the main ftreet near the church, in 
'which feventy-five perfons were burnt to aflies; none 
having efcaped but one man, who in running away 
was fortunate enough to get clear of the fire of the 
foldicpy. On the evening of the preceding Wednefday, 
•Mr. Cullimore a quaker, wifhing to vifit his family at 
•his country- houfe, afhort diftancc from the town, was 
taken prifoner, as he attempted to pafs the patroles, 
brought in and confined in the market-houfe, from 
which he was not rcleafed on the day of battle, as if 
it were by the fpecial interference of providence, for 
foiRcof the military, when they imagined the day was 
Sqiog againft them, had refolved to put all the pri- 
fcncrs in the town to death, but when a party of thofe 
on guard entered the plac^ of confinement for the 
BefariouS purpofc, Mr. Cullimore addrefled thenj 
Wh fuch an ai^horitative and impreflive tone, faying, 
** •Toujhall pea Jfioof the frifoners j — there are fame men 
*1 here as loyal as.you are,^^ This addrefs and manner, 
OT a better man jhan Marius, awed and overcame the 
Sanguinary Haves, fo that they retired without perpe- 
trating the horrid crime of their bloody intent! — ! — ! 
Some officers and privates of the king's troops, in the 
Various fuccefs of Hie day, were induced, from time 
to time, to atten^pt a retreat to Waterford through the 
^Juitjr of Kilkenny. Some of thefe fucceeded m 
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ilicir c3ori9> an,;) from their onfavo'irable accoiinls of 
t!ie bcUtUi the Rofcom toon militia who were in full 
march toward Rofa. turnci.1 about for Waicrford ; and 
even captain Dilloni with fome of the county of Dublin 
militia) were iotercepied and put lo death in their 
progrefa, by t!;e country pcople> who on fight of tho 
fugitives and on the lepoit of the fuccefa of the 
couniyof Wexford infurgents, wcie making every pre- 
paration, and nearly in readincfs to join them. The 
infurgents, being Upbraided by their chiefs for fultying 
their bravery by drunkcniicfs, made a third attempt to 
TCgaio the tuwn, and in this theydifplayed ecjual valour 
■with what they exhibited in the earlier part of the 
^ay ; but by this time the army had acquired a greater 
degree of confidence in their own flreugihi while 
feveral houfes blazed in tremendous conflagration ; and 
the infurgems received an ivrepatahle lofsj when their 
intrepidleader, John Kelly of Killan, whofedauotlefs 
valour on this day was but too confpicuous, lecetved s 
wotind in the leg, which put an end to his career of 
▼iflory ! \ Paralyfcd by the lofa of fuch a man's exeir- 
tionsi and no longer able to withfland the violence 06 ^ 
the flying artillery, the, infurgents founded a ^egalat 
retreat. brinBlng away with them apiece of cannon 
taken from the army in the couife of the a^'tan, hav- 
ing loft one which they brought withthem, logelher 
with foroe fwivels and fmall pieces, which had been 
drawn on for mere flicw, and which could not be of 
much ufe to either parry. The iururgenis after their, 
defeat returned to their former flalion, having en- 
.eamped this eight at Canick-byrne. 

The lofs of the army on this dajr, by official fl-ate-., 
mcntj is allowed to be two hundred and ihirly. In kill-i 
«d, woundeJ, and miffing j but that of the infurgems, 

has 
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has bceh varioufl/ reported even by diiFerent eye-wit- 
Defles> fome making it but five hundred, while others 
fiate It at two thoufand. Indeed, it is impoftible to 
afcertain their lofs during the battle itfelf, as the num- 
ber of dead are faid to bei doubly accumulated by 
thofe who were killed unarmed and unrefifting after it 
\j^as all over. Many men had become fo intoxicated in 
the courfe of the day, that they were incapable of 
flyihjgout of the town in the retreat of their atTociates, 
and feveral of the inhabitants, whofe houfes were 
burnt, and haVing therefore noplace to retire to, fell 
vi£iims alike as draggling infurgents to tht undiflin- 
guilhing fury of ihe irritated foldiery, from which no 
perfoh could efcape who was not clad in military attire 
of one kiiid or other, l^he following day alfo the few 
thiaiteBed houfes that remained unburnt, being the onljr 
places that a common perfon could get into, were cfofely 
fearched, ind not a man difcovered in them left alive. 
Sotec hoiifes were fet on Rre even fo thronged, that the 
corpfcs 6f the fiifFocated within them could not fall to 
^tbt ground, but continued crowded together in ah up- 
tight pofture, until they were taken but to be interred. 
I cannot fuppofe that thefe horrid maffacres and con- 
fl*gTatiohs were comiiiitted in revenge for the infernal 
aboriiinatioh perpetrated at Scullabbgue, of which I 
fhall iaVc occafion prefently to make mention, as ho 
intcUigerice of that lamentable event could have reach- 
ed Rofs at the time, biit be that as it may, ofibcers were 
not only prefent, but even promoted and encouraged 
thofe deeds of dreadful enormity, of whith ev^ry 
brcali riot dead to humane feeling muft Ihuddcr at 
rlie recital ! • 

In the evening after the aSion, when the trob'^s 
trcrc afTcmbled oh parade, general Johnfoh fingled out 

X % lieuteaanjt 
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ha«c been notoiJoufiy manifpfled in the courfe of t>ie 
feveral iri»ls lince hid in confcquence of the vciy enor- 
iniiyt and for which fome mifcreants have been juftly 
doomod to execution. But truth iinpores the talk 
of mentioning alfo, thai it has appearej from foleinn 
evidence given on thofe trialsi that in confeciuence of 
(he infurgents being diCappointed in their expectation 
of taking quiet poiielTion of Rofs, their flag of trued 
being fhot> and after the attack, the fu];itives from the \ 
town coratnunicaiing accootits of ihii tortures prafiiiled 
there, and that no quarter would be given to the peo- ' 
pie. an infuriate muliicudc of men and women rufhcd ', 
loScullabogue vociferating ie»enge) foiced the guards* | 
Cwlio did all in their power to protefl their charge) | 
and fet fire to llip prifon, which was a thatched houfe ; 
and for this tranfaiilon general Johnfon has not cfcaped 
atiiipadverfioni as it is faiJ he waa rcpeaiedly warned 
to fparc the people or ihey would refort to retaliation* 
by executing all the prifoners In their hands ; and if 
giving quarter Would have prevented the fatality at 
Scullaboguc, humanity excites a willi it had been 
given ! — Ii is material to obferve alfo, that thefe trials 
have difclofed information manifefting a very ftrong 
feature chaia£leii(tic of popular commotion, which is. 
thatthe unbriilled multitude are as precipitate as indif- i 
criminate in their deeds of outrage, putting them into ., 
execution as foon as conceived^ lo prevent the poffibi- 
lity of counteraiaion. This is, in fait, fo true, that , 
very often the greaieft favourites cannot efcap* the iii- ' 
. itantaneous violence of populir fu ry. "Although this can- 
not be conlidered as an excufe, nothing being capable of 
palliating, much lefsexculing the crime at Scu!labogue> 
yci its guilt would be greatly aggravated did it appear 
a deliberate or premeditated action, in which any one 
above the incanefl vulgar was concerned. Scullabogue' 
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fs fituated at the foot of the eminence of Carrick-Byroe> 
whither the infurgents defeated at Rofs retreated as 
has been obferved, and upon being made acquainted 
with the enormity, which ajl brave men muft reprobate^ 
they univerfally aqd loudly expreffed their horror and 
deteitation of the barbarous, deed ! — Surely, it is eafy 
to conceive, tha.t the men who had fo lately difplayed 
fuch a dauntlefs fpirit of courage and confummate bra* 
very, could not be deditute of its general concomi* 
tant, humanity. To counterafl the reports of religious 
incolerance, it mud be ft'ated, that fifteen or fixteen ca- 
tholics (hared in the forrowful cataftrophe ofSculla- 
l?!Ogue^ whence only two proteftants and no catholic 
providentially efcaped. It muft be univerfally allowed, 
that robbers arid murderers entertain no reverence, a» 
they feel ne awe of religion, in the commilEon of their 
iiiefarious a£ls ; and lam confident from all I caji learn 
of the melancholy horrors of Scullabogue,. that no- 
Ling left than the fignal interference of providencll 
be confidered capable of hiving faved any perfoa 
vv-io was with'ui the ill-fated barn on the dreadful day 
of" its conflagratiori !- — An in ve ft i gat ion of this horviJ, 

traiafaflion had. been firmjiy determined on* which fubfe- 

« 

qvLcnt events prevented frotn bcin-g carried intoexecu- 

tion^ — It were much to be wiiTied fuch an enquiry had 

^*ken place, as it would afford no room for mif- 

icprefentatioDi — On the day following, a pi-oclama- 

''^^tion, in the form of refolutions by the whole infur- 

S-^^.t; army, was publlflied by the commander in chief,. 

iigned by. him.felf, and counterlignej by the adjutant- 

g^nevaj, with intention to curb all excefies. againft life 

^nd property, and encouraging by every poflible means 

wnion. and harmony among all defcriptions of the peo- 

P^^* I deem it neceffary to infeit it^.^^od h^vc accord- 

'^"S^y it follows: 

"At 
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•' Ai a meeting of the general anJ fevcral officers 
" of llie united army of the county of Wexford* 
*' the following refoluiions were agreed upon: 

" Refolved, ihw the commander in cliief fljall 
« fend guards to cirrijui baronies, fmlic piirpofe of 
" bringing in all men they (liall find loitering anJ de- 
" laying at iiOitiCi or elfewbere; a.id if any Tcfiflance 
" be given to thofe guards, fo to be fent by the com- 
" mancling o.1i;er'a orders* it is our defire nnd orders, 
" that foch pei-fons fo giving tefirtance fball be liable 
" to be put to death by the guards, vrho are to bear a 
" commifrion for that purpofe; and all fuch pcrToDS 
" fonnd to be fo Iniiering and delaying at home* 
" when brought in hy the guarHs, fliaH be tried by 
'* a court martial, appi»inted and chofen frnm among 
« llie commanders of all the drffercw corps, and be 
'■' punifhcd wilh death. 

** Rcfolved, that all officers fiiall immediately repair 

* to their refpe^live quarters, and remain with their ■ 
' different corps, and not depart therefrom »nder 

* pain of deatli, unlefs authorized to quit by written 
' orders from the commander in chief for that pur- 

* pofe. 

" It IS alfo ordered, that a guard /liall be kept' in 
< rear of the different armies, with orders tofhoot all 
' perfons who fliall iiy or defert from ■ any cngage- 
' ment ; and that thefe orders (hall be taken notice 
' of by all officers commanding in fuch engagement. 

" All men refuting to obey their fupcrior olKcers> 
' to be tried by a court martial and punifhcd accoid- 
' ing to their fentence. 

" It 
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" It is alfo ordered, that all men who fliall attempt 
** t« leave their refpcflive quarters when they have 
'* been halted by the commander in chief] (hall ruffer 
•* death) unlefs they fhall have leave from their 
« officers for fo doing, 

" It is ordered by the commander in chief, that aTl 
*• perfons who have ftolen or taken away any horfc or 
** hoifes, fhall immediately bring in all fuch horfe« 
" to the camp, at head-quarters j othcrwifc for any 
" horfe that fliall be fcen or found in the polTeflion of 
'• any perfon to whom he does not belong, that perfon 
" fliall on being convi^ed thereof, fuScr death ; 

•• And any goods that (hall have been plundered 

" from any houfe, if not brought in to head-quartersi 

" or returned immediately to the houfes or owner3> 

' tliat all perfons fo plundering as aforcfaid, fhall, oa 

" t»«ing convicted thereof, fuller death. 

** It is alfo refolved, that any perfon or perfons who 
" '^-jall take upon them to kill of murder any perfon 
" <:^3prifoner, barn any ho^ife, or commit any plunder. 
'.' "^^^'-ithout fpecial written orders from the commander 
" •- *a chief, fliall fuffer death. 

" By order of 
" B. B. Harvet, commander in chief. 
" Francis Breen, fee. and adj." 

"Heid-qMHtn, Caitkk-byrae 
*' camp, June (, 1798." 

-A, proclamation of fimilar tendency was iflued at 
VJe^ford on the 7lh, addrelTcd to the infurgcnt armies 
Vi geoeral Edward Roche, conceived in the following 
^•Tds : 

V " TO 
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« TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND, 
" COUNTRYMEN and fellow-soldiers! 
" Yoar patriotic exertions in the caufe of your 
' country have hitherto exceeded your mod fangulni 

< expeftations) and in a fliort time mud ultimately 
f be crowned with facceTs. Liberty has raifed her 
' drooping head: thoufanda daily flock to her (lan- 

< dard : the voice of her children every where pre- 
' vails. Let us tbcn> in the moment of triumph) 
' return thanks to the almighty ruler of the univerfc* 
' that a total flop has been put to thofe fanguInaTy 
' mcafures which of late were but too often reforted 
' to by the creatures of government) to keep the 
' people in flavery. 



*' Nothing nowj my countTymeni appears neceflary 
' to feenre the conquefts you have already won> but an 
' implicit obedience to the commands of your chiefs ; 
' for through a want of propi^r fubordination and 
' difciplinei all may be endangered. 

" At this eventful period) all Europe mufl admire. 

• and poftcrity will read wiih aflonifhment, the heroic 
' afla achieved by people ftrangers to military tallies* 

* and having few prcfeffional commanders: but what 
' power can refift men fighting for liberty ! 



" In the moment of triumph, my countrymen, let ' 
' not your viflories be tarnifhed with any wanton aft 
' of cruelty : many of thofe unfortunate men now in . 
' prifon were not your enemies from principle ; mod 
' of them, compelled by necelTity, were obliged to 
' oppofe you : neither let a difference in religious 
' fentiments caufe a difference among the people. J 
«' Recur, ^ 

i 
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^« Recur to the debates in the Irifti houfe of lords on 
«< the 19th of February ]zf\ ; you will there fee a pa- 
*« triotic and enlightened proteflant biflhop* ^Dow^ 
^' and many of the lay lords) with manly eloquence^ 
«< pleading for catholic emancipation and parliamentary 
«^ reform, in oppofition to .the haughty arguments 
«« of the lord chancellor, and the powerful oppofitioi^ 
f« of bis fellow-courtiers. 

*« To promote a junion of brotherhood and afFec- 
f* tion among our countrymen of all religious perfua- 
*« lions, has been our principal objedl.: we have fworn 
«^ in the mod folemn manner— have aflbciated for 
«< this laudable purpofe, and no power on earth fliall 
f< ih^ke our refolution. 

«< To my proteflant foldiers I feel much Indebted for 
-f< their gallant behaviour in the field, where they ex- 
f< hibited fignal proofs of bravery in the caufe. 

«* Wexford, June 7, 1798. EpWARD RoCHE." 

I fhould have mentioned before, that inth^ evening 
of the day on which the infurgents obtained poffeffion 
of Ennifcorthy, a drummer of the North Cork mili- 
tia, who had fome time before refufed to beat hisdrum^ 
^hen fome tune, obnoxious to the people, was called 
for, or to whip fome of the prifoners, was found hang- 
ing in the lodgings of Mr. Handcock, a clergyman 
and roagiftrate, who refided in that town !; — When this 
fad becam^ generally known, it is impoffible to con^ 
ceive the indignation and fury it excited in the minds 
of the people, already fluflied with viflory and heated 
by intoxication. They confid.ered the murdered fol- 
dier as a vi£lim immolated to their caufe ;— »they con- 

Yz cciTcd 
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ceived he had met that fate to which they vere all 
doomed unlefs they had rirea aga'mft ex lermi nation. 
The more Tiolent weie thofc who themfelves or their 
fiiends had fufFeied moCl feverely, previous to the in- 
furreilion, and they inflantly took advantage of the 
ferment occafioned by this clrcumnancci to wreak their 
vengeance on thofe they confidered their enemies* 
who ftill remained in ilie town after it had been eva- 
cuated by the military. Many were put to death in 
confequence) notwithflanding that the more fenfible 
and humane part endeavoured to ptotefl the unhappy 
fuflcreraj but the voice of thofe were drowned in the 
general cry of " They would net let one of us efcape 
" if we were iii their power ; we would he al! fervcd , 
« like the drumAer." — I have heard many, who were 
prefent when this horrid fcene took place, affirm that 
this incident produced an effefl; more violent and in- 
flantaneous, and 'excited a degree of phrenfy fuperior 
to any thing they had witneffed during the infurreaiori. 
It is evident from every day's experience, that caufes 
infignificant in themfelves, do fometimes produce 
effefls the moft lameniablc; and that artful men 
take advantage of fucJi incidents in all tumultuary 
proceedings; and confidering the ftate of mind of ' 
the populace at this moment, the knowledge of 
fuch a faiSl muft have had a powerful operation. — It 
is remarkable that Mr. N. Hinton's houfe, in which 
the drummer was found hanging, received no injury 
from the people, as they conOdered him innocent of 
this abomination. ■■ 

While the infurgents kept pofleffion of the town of 

Ennifcorthy, another circumftance occurred, which 

produced much mifchief. The cavalry of Ncwtown- 

3^rry made an inroad tpwaid the iRfuigents' camp, as 

■far 
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^^Sr as tlie bridge of Scarawalfh, which is three milea j 
from Ennifcortliy, and at this place killeil a boy n-ho I 
was an idiot : he happened to be the nephew of a ca- M 
thoiic pvieR in the neighbourhood ; and the killing oF •■ 
this creaiiirc, who never could have made ufe of hof- a 
tile weapons, produced a violent ferment which wasfl 
^Ot appeafed until the people faciificed, (as if to h»^ 
manes) twelve or fourteen of their prifoners. Thefe fl 
&6lst if any are wanting) fbow the impolicy and wick- 9 
cdnefs of fheddiog blood unneceflarily even in the fury^ 
otwar. — The principle of retaliation is flrongly im- -fl 
pl&nteil in the human heart, and therefore all unnecef- '■ 
Cuy iiritation ihould be feduloutJ/ avoided. ■ 

A Guinea cutter having (Irttck againfl the banks of ^ 

Blackwater, unfhipped her rudder ouifide the bay of I 

l^'cifordi where fhe caCl anchor ; and the captain on I 

entering the harbour to get it repaired was met by one ■ 

of the CTuifing boats, and the veflel was accordingly I 

Seized and brought in as a prize. Her burthen wat 'I 

'oriy.five tons, fhe was copper-bottomed, had lix fmali \M 

**nnon, and her crew were eight men. She was an M 

^ attendant on a Guinea- man, failed from Liverpool s4 

'Cw days before, had not yet received her fmall arm* (I 

**■* board, but had three barrels of gunpowder, without 'm 

***ich the infurgents would have been totally deflitute I 

•^^ that article, as the three bairelsthey found in Wex- J 

'*^rd barracks, with a few hundred cartridges, fomc' fl 

''**a11 calks and odd pounds, found in different flirps ■ 

*t>d gentlemen's houfes, conllituted their wliole origi- fl 

^*1 ftock, which by this tinte was entirely expended.. ■ 

* '3, indeed, an extraordinary fail, that the infurgents 1 

"^ Oot poffefs, in the whole courfe of the infurre£lion» I 

^ niuch powder as would be deemed neceffaiy, by any I 

""!itaiy manj for the fupply of one battle^ and that 

their 
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their gnnrmenj To little ufed to warfare, never retired 
until tfaey bad fired their lafl chargei exhibiling on all 1 
fKcafions amazing intrepidity ; but it was impolEble \ 
lo lurnifii fire-arn s for the numbers oiFeiing their fer- 
vlces. In their different cneampmerts they were moftly , 
armed with pikes, and there was fcarcely any kind of i 
legularily or order obfcrved, every individual abfenting 
K his own difcretion) fo that at night the camps were . 
almotl totally deferted, but ipere in the day as crowded J 
as ever. Although mofl of the people of Ireland can j 
but feldom indulge in the luxury of eating meat, yet j 
as the vafl numbers of the infurgents were now to be 
fupplied with this article. It became an abfolute necef- | 
fary. Such immenfe confumption, always in time of war, , 
.even with the ftriflefl oqconomy, being double of the . |l 
(jnantity that would fupply the like numbers in tipie of*.J 
peace, muft of itfelf have foon deprived the country of ' j 
all its cattle; and yet this provilion wa^maJe ufeof with ] 
piofnfion. Corn and potatoes were put in rcquifition ' 
throughout the country, and Wexford was obliged at 
the rifqueof beingbiirnt, to furnifh almcfl all the other f 
iher fupplics, fuch as fpirita, beer, tobacco, fait, and lea- 
ther. Several felf- appointed commiffaries, framing dif- 1 
fcrenl exciifes as it were for the advantage of the public | 
f^rvice, while their principle was for plunder and private | 
emolument, ahfented them'elves from camp and became I 
horrible public nuifances. Thefe were the cowards who i 
fled in timeof aflion, and generally became murderera r 
and robbers i xvhile thofe who courageoufly fought as ] 
brave men in the field, always remained at their pofl,' ! 
never abfenting without leave, and although fu/Fcring j 
many privations, were remaikable for correift behavi- « 
our an J regular conduiS, the true ted of brave men; jm 
but the foltron cravens, who deferted the camps oiie|| 
various pretences, were guilty of the mofl defperat^^j 
deed^ 
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deeds of outrage, though vauntingly boaftful of aflions 
of valour ; a fa6l which not only confirms the general 
polition already laid down> that cowardice and cruelty 
are conftantly united; but alfo that the vicious 
frequently afFeft the fraifes of virtue. While the 
brave aad the virtuous were othei'wife engaged fo as 
not to have it in their power to countcra6l the depra- 
vity of the knaves and cowards, a fad catalogue of 
vidims. fufFered at the permanent camp on Vinegar- 
hill ; being ^Ikclared enemies of the people, on the ac- 
cufation of one or more perfons, for different alledged 
afts of cruelty or oppolition to their interefts ; and, on 
thcfe occafions, it was almoft impoflible to ft em the tor- 
Tent of popular fury; fo that the conduQors and ac- 
cufcrs of the fummary trials, thus proceeded upon^ 
^crc in very many inftances but too fuccefsful in their 
fchemes of murder; notwithftanding the ftrenuous 
Endeavours, and the earneft entreaties and remon- 
strances, to tlie contrary, of every humane and refpec- 
^*ble perfon permitted to appear in their affemblage. 
^-^f thefc there were many willing enough to return to 
*^ ^ir hoines, who were however prevented from appre- 
*^^^fion of- being facrificed themfelvesj if they dared to 
in any manner contrary to the will of the popu- 
*'• •■ ,c. It has been confidently alTerted, and too ftrongly 
:ulcated, that the infurgents were refolved to facrifice 
proteftants ; of this the beft refutation is, that had 
^ *^ is been their principle or intention, the accomplifh- 
*^^ntwas in their power, and the avoiding its perpetra- 
^ *^2in at the angry and exafperatcd moment, muft be con- 
*^<icred conclufive in oppoHte argument. Indeed, it is 
^^^tD evident that this falfehooj has been induftrioufly im- 
T^'^^effed for the purpofe of foftering prejudice, and of con- 
^^'luing baleful divifion among the feveral defcriptions of 
tlicpeople,by political adventurers, who ftiamefully en- 
courage 
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eonrage and foment thofeanimofities which have brouglit 
fomnch calamity and niia on the countiy ; of which* 
if any Irifhmaa requires further proofi the evenifiil 
hiflory of his couniryt fince the period of 1798* is 1 
abundantly convincing ; and I fondly hopethe charita- f 
ble difcriminaiion of all Iriiliinen will indace them to 1 
abandon [heir prejudices, and cultivate a friendly inter- 
cotirfe with each other, sod I am confident they u-ill 1 
Bad til is line of condu^ conncfted and congenial with J 
their true interefb and happinef5> as i^;wiil prevent V 
their being cajoled or worked up at any future period ! 
to mutual rancour, to anfv-cr the ends of political fe- 
dncers, as the dcflruflion of iheir country mufl be the 
confequence. All prcieflanrs who had the good will 
of their neighbours, and who had not adventured in the 
hanging, burning, flogging, lliooling and eKtericinating 
fyflem, that immediately preceded 1 he infu.rre£lion, were 
in general as fafe as any other defcription of meo in 
the country on joining the people, for as to this there 
vas DO alcernaitTe ; but it muft be acknowledged! Id- 
deed] that many geniTenien who had been formerly 
much liked, were confidered as unpardonable if con- 
cerned in any exertion againfl the people of the de- 
fcription jufl cited, particular inllances of which al- 
Icdged againfl them occafioned the iniprifonment and 
death of individuals. It is aiTerted, that no catholic 
■was put to death. Surely, the indifcriminate dellruc- 
tion at Scullabogue, where fifteen or llxieen catholics . 
perifhcd with ihe red in the liames, fufliciently refutes 
this barefaced afTertion ; but as the public mind has 
been fo milled, 1 deem it abfolutely neceflary to flate 
other facts that give the He to furmife, which, among , 
the general excelTes of the day, would not otherwife ^ 
deferve hiftoncal notice. Two catholics were put to ^ 
death by the people in Wexford, Francis Murphy otm^ 
the jdj and Jofeph Murphy oa the 14th of Juncr -^ 
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both for being informers. Certainly if any catholica 
had launched forward in the prevalent mode of fup- 
preffing infurredlion, namely, violation, flagellations 
conflagration, deliberate murder and extermination^ 
they would certainly have incurred equal odium with 
any proteftant, or even infidel, guilty of the like 
deeds. Catholics, however, not being of the privileged 
clafs, (not even one catholic juftice of peace in the 
county) and therefore not having the power if they 
had the incliiiation,, could not be generally involved 
with the people, on the fcore of authority oroppreffionf 
and this may fatisfa6iorily account why fo few catho- 
lics, comparatively with proteftants, were facrificed to 
popular phrenfy and irritation. In all the proclama- 
tions and other documents publiflied during the infiir- 
redion, there does not appear the fmalleft fymptom of 
religious bigotry : the ver> contrary is even manifeft ; 
but (hoiild it be any longer infifted on, that the con- 
d\xSt and expreffiorts of folitary individuals unequivo- 
cally difcountenanced by the great majority, were the 
fe*itimentsof the whole people, itmuft be dated in op- 
J^^^fition, and the argument would be jufl: as fair, that 
^ t^ < proteftants had refolved on the extermination of 
^I^^« catholics, as fome individuals of them have ex- 
I^ ^*^^fled themfelves favourable to fach a mcafure, and 
*^ ^^ve lamented the arrival of lord Cornwallis in Ireland, 
in their mind it prevented the extirpation of the 
iole of the infurgents, by them denominated cathclics. 
iefe fentiments have been fo notorious as to find w/w- 
n^e even in parliament* 

Puring the whole period of the infurre^Slion in the 

unty of Wexford, it is a faft no lefs furprifing than 

^^^e, that the fair fex was refpefled even by thofe who 

not heOtate to rob or murder ; no one inftance exift- 

Z ing 



t^O INSURRECTION OF THE 

ing of a female being injured or violated, irtcludtrat^ 
the wives, fitters and daughters of thofe dcnominat^'^ 
the greateft enemies of the people ; in whofe conduc--^ 
appears another very ftriking feature : with refpeS t^ ' 
the king, they were filent: his majefty's name ws 
not mentioned withdifrefpefl, nor was he cOnfidered 
the caufe of their misfortunes ; but indeed they pre 
fcrved no fucfh delicacy with lefpeft to the charaftfcr^ 
of thofe whom they confidered the promoters and fup--^ ^* 
porters of their pcrfecutions : they reviled them ia^^ -* 
the ftrongeft terms of reprobation, arid did liot fpai 
many of their lives or properties. 




In cafe of plunder I believe no perfon Irasr ff 
who was not at home to prevent it, or who was 
fortunate enough to have a confidential perfon 
welcome the marauders, who pleaded the publicz^ Jc 
fervice in excufe of robbery and outrage ; but tiiei 
and drink if freely offeree^ and fuf>plied, generally pi 
ferved a houfe from otherwife inevitable dir<^ptioi 
On thefeoccafions, catholics and proteftants were alik^^e 
fubjeft to depredation. I poffefTed perhaps as m m - i 
popularity as any perfon in the county of Wexfonczd* 
and notwithftanding this and my being a catholic, Jt 
was plundered by the infurgcnts in the v^ry out(et: "^ 
loil all that could poffibly be taken from me;' 
doors and windows were broken open to get at 
guns aiivi piftols ; my d<^fks and trunks were fearch 
and riilcd ; my horfes and mules were all rode o 
and for tln.r a.nd t\\t, like robberies the depredat 
woiild plead ^;hc public fervice. Several perfons w 
had been much difliked by tlie populace, had the go 
foitiiue to pofiefs faithful fervants, who by a freeo 
of what was wanted in the houfe, faved all the ret* / 
wiilo Hiany ofhei-s who vi ere much beloved by tli^ 

peopl^/ 
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^^opl^j fuffered confiderably in their lioufes and pro- 
Lcrtiesj in confcquence of the difhonefty of thofe who 
irerc left in care of them^ as they countenanced and 
r»couraged pillage, in hopes thereby to fcreen their 
^wn villainy, in appropriating to themfclvca the bcft 
knd mod valuable part of the plunder* 

Grc^at numbers crowded into "VYexford from thedifFe^ 
rent camps and other parts of the country, demanding 
!upplies of fait, tobaccoj^ fpirits and leather; threaten^ 
ing to fet fire to the town in cafe of rcQft^nce or not of 
iBixnediate compliance. The mode adopted in manag- 
ing the fupplies was, that the committee ifiued orders 
to thofe ,^fieifing any of the articles in demand* 
lO furniili the fame in a fp^ified iqiuantity ; but the fre- 
quency of application fo multiplied their employment, 
that it was not poffible for them to attend to all the 
various bafinefs tha^ accumulated i|;pon them ; and 
finding ^hemfelves unequal to the .talk, they wer^ oh- 
3iged to call for aififtance> and a feparate commi'ttee for 
-^lich article ip deni!iand was confequcntly appointed. 
To pleafe the lower claffes, who had exprefled 
cli&atisfadion, fome of them were now aflbcialed 
wth thofe oJF higher rank, in this difcharge of 
public: duty, ih^ trouble and vexation of whiirh 
they bad no conception of until, they fhared in the, 
lalH)ur^ whereby thofe origiaaUjr appointed were 
greatly rfclieved^ andthe comimpa people henceforward 
proved; Icfe trooblefome to them, ai their compeers 
anci^ companions were more fucc^fsful in their argu* 
*^^J3tji, to perfuade them of %hc great difficulty of fup- 
plying them in as large quantities ks before, and fo 
^^oneiling them to accept of Itth* Various plunder 
took place on the infurgents taking poffeffion of the 
town, great /part of which was afterwards reftored, 
^ Orders were iffued that all kinds of property not be- 
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longing to thofe tn whofe pofTeifion it might be fouDd. 
fliould be returned on pain of fevere punidimcnt. The 
court- houfe in Wexford was the depofitory for fuch 
pioperty. which the owners recovered on making 
their claim. 



The peace and quietnefs exifting in the town of 
Wexford during the infurreflion, except the little dif- 
tuibance, now and again occafionedj by the vociferous M 
commiffaries fiom the camps, was very remarkable. 1 
At night particularly ihe moft folemn filence conli- 
nualiy prevailed, as all the inhabitants retired early to ' 
refl) and the uimoll regularity of conduct, and peace- 
able behaviour was obfcrved. The weather was re- 
markably warm and ferene, and the phyficians in 
town apprehended a contagious gaol fever from the 
numbers in confinement. Among the fcveral cxpe-. 
dients to remedy this evil, it was fuggefled to make 
the church a lodgment for prifoners, being confidered 
a healthy and eligible fituation, and then dcferted by 
the prorcftants as their place of woilhip; but this 
fcheme was warmly and cffe^ually oppofed by the 
principal catholics, as it might be deemed difrefpeflful 
to the feat of the proteftant worfhip, while thofe of 
the latter perfualion were eager and urgent to have it 
fo occupied, in order as they faid, to thin the crowds 
confined in the common prifon. As a fubflitute for 
this difappointmenti Ihe aifembly-room was' then rc- 
foTted 10, and fifty of the prifoners were confined 
there, while twenty-fouv of the principal gentlemen 
were fent on board a fioop in the harbour, which had 
been fitted out for that purpofe. Another floop had I 
been alfo intended for like occupancyi but fooncoa-_. 
<temncd as unfit for that fervice. ■ 
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To endeavour to pleafe the people, who were verjr 
vociferous againft all thofe they confidered as occafion- 
ing the cruelties prafiifed againft them, the fbllowiiig 
proclamation was iiTued : 

« PROCLAMATION 

*< of the PEOPLE of the county of Wexford* 

<^ Whereas it ftands manifcftly notorious that 
James Boyd, Hawtrey Whi^e, Hunter Gowan, and 
Archibald Hamilton Jacob, late magiftrates of this 
county, have coinmitted the moft horrid ails of 
cruelty, violence and opprellion againft our peace- 
able and well-difpofed countrymen: pow we the 
people aflbciated and united for the purpofe oF 
procuring our juft lights, and being determined to 
protcft the perfons and properties of thofe of all 
religious perfuafions, who have not opprefled us« 
and are willing to join with heart and hand our 
glorious caufe ; as well as to fliew our marked dif- 
approbation and horror of the crimes of the above 
delinquents, do call on our countrymen at large, to 
ufe every exertion in their power to apprehend the 
bodies of the aforefaid James Boyd, Hawtrey White, 
Hunter Gowah, and Archibald Hamilton Jacob, 
and to fecure and convey them to the gaol of Wex- 
ford, to be brought before the tribunal of the people. 
Pon^ at Wexford, this 9th day of June, 1798. 

f f God fave the people," 

; The camp, which had been ftationed at Carrick- 
Byrne, removed to Slyekielter, where the encamp- 
inent continued for a few days, while nothing remark- 
able happened, except fome inefFeflual attacks that 
H^erc made pn th,e gun-boats, going up the Barrow 

from 
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from PaHzge to Roft; and a maii wis taken, going 
from Rofs to Waterfurd by wai^r, and feat lo 
WcJsfoid, 

The country was fo guirtfed) in every qnirter, as to 
have a party flatiooed at every crofs-road, and ihis fcr- 
»ice was allotted to the old and iiilirin, or fuch as wciv 
incapable of bearing the faiignc of nraiching; hvi 
they were zlfo attended by many others who abfentcd 
ihemfelves from ihe camps on various pretences : fome 
voracn and children were lil;ewife to be feen at tfiefe 
fevcra,! poflai and the vi-gilance was fuch, t!iai no per- 
ton could pafs ankno\( iir nor was it poilible to be aE 
libeity and be confideied neuter; rioiwiiliflanding all 
the boaftful vanntings to the contrary of rome who 
think to Tecomcnetid ihetnfetves by thefe imponciom. 
1 am confident fucb alTcriions are nlierly nnfEMindeds 
for certainly no perfon could remain at liberty, who 
was not confidered friendly to the people; yet fllll Ii 
am far from being of optniun, that every peifon who 
joined the infiirgents, a(2ed from cordial motives* 
however profefling gieat zeal and alacrity in the caufe; 
but the imperious nceefliiy of the times was fuch, as 
to induce numbers to hntnour the pcopl e fo far> as not 
to fay or do any thing that might, in any degvee, be 
conftrucd as oppofiuon to tliem ; &nt^ any impartial 
pCrfon mnfl be convinced, oa a fair enquiry into the 
nature of popular comtaoticn;. that it would be iwpoF- 
fible to controu! the a<£)ioas of a muUitude, tinder 
fuch circiimflances as llien exifled in ihe-coanty of 
^Vcxford : an inilated populace becoming maflcrs 
of a country, are ever ungovernable ; and, indeecT* 
thofe who vaunt moR> at prefcnt, of not having 
yielded to them, were more than any others* 
piofure in ihelf piofe3loas> and have gone farther 

thaa 



"tiati tliofc whom they now revile in the mou unjudifia- 
blc manner. Some alfo who were thus involved, har- 
ing fled th€ country early, now pretend to alk> why an 
e(cape wHs not effected by fuch as Were not well in- 
clined to the caufc of the infurgcnts, if not in confine- 
nent ? Although it may not have been altogether im- 
poCGble, yet it was not very probable, that any one 
coald get out of the country without the confent <if the 
•jpcople, which muft have been obtained by impoiing oa 
^faiem, by the jiretence of frie^dfliipj to whom the pet- 
fon *mnft fhortly after have appeared a' traitor, (a cha- 
rafier not very enviable, under the moft favourable dr- 
cumilances) which conduft would have endangered the 
fafety of his family and friends, if he had any, as well 
«s that of his property ; fo that I think it reafonable 
to fappofe, that thofe who urge this argument, would 
not have attempted an efctpe, were they in the pUce 
«f thofe whofc conduft they fcrutinife. - 

A pitched cap being found in the barrack of Wex- 
fbrdy and an orange commifflion or warrant appointing 
a ferjeant of the North Cork militia to found an orange 
lodg«in the townj roufed the people from the utmoS: 
tranquillity to the higheft pitch of fury. This quickly 
dfew together great numbers in the barrack-yard, :and 
their horror of the orange fyftem was fo excited, that 
in thofe emblems they imagined they poffeffed the moft 
convincing proof of their intended extermination. Af- 
ter a variety of confufed Exclamation againft t lie pro* 
jiuoters, it was refolved to clap the pitched cap on 
the head of the orange lord, who, they faid, had been 
th|^ introducer of that fyflem in the county of Wexford, 
They accordingly proceeded from the barrack, exhi- 
Mting the pitched cap on the top of a pike, difplaying 
it the &mc time the orange commiflioD or warranta 
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and vrere in dired marcb, with violcDt Qiouts of exnl- 
tatiooi to lord Kjngfborough's lodging. I was in ibe 
a3 of batliing at the time, aod bearing the camaltaoas 
iK)irr> I dteJTed quickly and anived at the houfe along 
«ub them. I wcdC up to lord Kingiboroagb's room 
and fought to appeafe the multitude by addreffiog then 
fiom the nindow ; but this va; not eSeSed till many 
ot the principal inhabitants vreie brought to the fcens 
oftumolt; when one of thenii on pretence of look- 
ing at the pitched cap, took and threw it over the quay, 
and the hated emblem being no longer in view, the 
liuy of the people abated) the orange comnuSton or 
V arrant was taken from themj acd they difperfed ; nor 
was there any thing moxe heard of the affair until the 
next morning, when the captain of the guard for the 
dayt (having every thing previoufly arranged auil 
Tcadyi after parade, when all others had retired to 
breakfaft> and on his own mere authority) took down 
lord Kingfborough and his two officers to the quay, and 
conduced them on board the fhipthat had been fitted 
oat but condemned, where he provided them with 
abundance of frelh ftraw, and placed a detachment 
of his guard over them- All this was executed with 
fuck hade and precaution, that it was not for fome 
time known to the principal inhabitants. Thefe,.ho\s-- 
«ver> on hearing of the affair, alTembled and appealed 
to the people, then collected to know what was the 
matter. They icprefentcd to them, that as thefe officer* 
Iiai furvendercd on condition of being treated as prifon- 
ersof war, ihey ought not to be confined on board g. 
condemned fliip; and the confequence was, that two 
boat- loads of butchers werefent on board to cxanvne 
and infpcfl the flateof the velTel, on whofc report 
that fhc was not fit for a fig to be confined in, loM 
Kinglboroiigh and his officers were brought back to 

their 
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tT^dr former fituation, where they remained until the 
futx* render of the town ; the vefTel was then hau'Jed into 
til e harbour, while ftie funk within a foot of her deck. 



rom the great heat and violence of the people 
inft lord Kinglborough, in confequence of reports 
oF liis cruelty and exertions in flogging, and the other 
odes previouily praflifed for quieting the people, dif- 
rent parties, from town and country, frequently pro- 
dded to the houfe where he was confined, with an in- 
ntion of putting him to death, but the guards always 
fuiing to give him out to them without an order, 
during the delay thus occafioned, providentially for 
Ills lordfhip, one or other of the principal inhabitants, 
^iTually came up, and by reprefehting the conditions, 
'^^liich had been promifed him on furrendering, they 
iled on the people to depart. Confidering the 
fury of the people againft lord Kingfborough 
*^r his previous violent exertions, being reported very 
^rucl and fanguinary, his efcape mufl be confidered 
I'eally wonderful, if not truly aftonifhing ; and I can 
Account for it in no other manner, than that the county 
^* Mrexford not having been his fcene of a6^ion, an4 
*^^re exifting no kind of communication with any 
^ her quarter,; there could not poffibly be any pofitive 
' P^oof • adduced of his aflions, except in a folitary in- 
^^cc, which was eafily got over. His lordfhip had 
^^^^> previous to his imprifonment, but a very Ihort 
^^e in Wexford, as he left that town in two or three 
^ys after he had marched into it with his regiment. 
^^ foroe of his ofEcers had obferved a lady at a win- 
^^» viewing the troops as they came in, who attra6led 
^ir particular notice. After dinner, at which the 
^^Ic had pretty freely circulated, the recolleflion.of 
^ fight of this lady had fo far worked on the minds 
^*^ fome of the lads, that they propofed to fally forth 
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and endeavour to obtain a nearer YJew of her; and 
lord Kingfborough, being a young man liimfelf, hu- 
moured the froSick. and accompanied them. Not 
gaining admittance however as they expefled. in the 
nilitaiy ilile refolved to (lorm the premifesi and bis 
lordlbip being a tall, aihlelic man, railed one of the 
officers on his {Imulders, who was thereby enabled* 
as the houfe was low, to get in throughka window in 
the fecond (lory. The lady's hufband was abfenti and 
herfetf quite alone in the houfe, but on perceiving their 
intentions, flie got out by a back-windowj and thus 
eluded iheirdefign, as well a^ put an end to any farther 
progrefs in this adventure. When his loidfhip afterward 
becamcaprifoner this was quoted as an unfavourable cir- 
cumftance, but it was obviated with little difficulty by an 
argument! {not at all intending to throw the leafl re- 
flexion on the lady's ciiarailer) which was, that her. 
hufband was himfelf apnfoner with the people, againft 
whom therefore tlie offence could never have been 
intended, as no attempt of the kind had been made on 
any of their wives or families, but was an infult offered 
by one whom they called an enemy, to another whom 
they thought deferviig of the fame appellation. Tbi« 
point being thus fettled, and all other accufations 
againd his lordfliip being general, they "were the more 
eafily overcome; but had they been paiticular, the* ' 
event might have been quite otherwife, as the injured 
perfon or perfons, for the raofl part, would not liflen Jo- 
any kind of reafoning, but obfllnately hold out and- 
perfevere in their accufations and complaints, whichi 
they fo feelingly impreflcd on the affemblagc oi 
people appealed to on fuch occafions, that they ufualljn 
gained over their fympathetic appiobation of the mea.sa 
fuies ihey propofeJ, and would tlius fucceed againftal 
jntcrceffion. Of this truth I had moft fcnfible cxperi 
ence 
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<ncc; for although I proved, on feveral occafions, 
providentially inft:umental in faving lives> I was ut- 
ttrly incapable in ether inftances : particularly, I found 
it totally out of my power, notwiihftanding the many 
means I fought, to refcue my ever to be regretted, dear 
Wd valuable friend, Mr, Turner, from the fury of the 
people, by whom he had been previoufly very much 
beloved, but all his former popularity was eclipfed by 
his having been unfortunately worked up to fet fire to 
Ibme houfes ; and this being well known to the people 
of the country, his fafety became an impolFibility. 
Taking the cafes of Mr. Turner and lord Kinglb^rough 
ia any point of view, and confidering my frequent fuc- 
ce6 in preserving the man with whom his misfort'.ine 
filone made me acquainted, while my moft earned and 
^Qxiods endeavours to prote<St the friend of my bofom 
^ere fatally ineffectual, local circumftances alone can 
^^plain the confequences. But, how vaiioufly will 
Prejudice and mifreprefentation detail and expatiate on 
'^^ch intricate fails, according to the feeling, inclination 
^^ judgment of the narrator, who, if he be not a fenfible 
^^ Unbiafled eye-witnefs, difcriminating and dauntlefs> 
-^Uring the period of danger, or difcerning in fele6lion 
^^ rcportj will afterward difplay the thoughts of latent 
^gotry, wilful perverfion of truth, or the flimfy tif- 
*^c of hearfay information, varied and altered into dlf- 
*^Tent (hapes of falfehood, according to the feveral dif- 
Rlions of th^ circulators; but ocular evidence muft 
^Ver fuperfede the accounts of rumour, even of ever 
^ch boafted authenticity, when difcrimination may be 
"^d-powered by terror. 

1*he infurgents in the different camps being in great 
^xit of gunpowder, without which they could not pro- 
ved, remained ftationary for feveral dayjj as the pow- 
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der in Wexford was coofidercd too little for its dcrence* 
and different reports were circulated, that it was to be 
attacked from the fouthein quarter. The demand far 
gunpowder, however> from the camp on Gorey-hill> 
was fo prelfing, that a banel of it was fent thither 
from Wexford to enable the infurgents to proceed to 
Arklow, which, on the defeat of colonel Walp<.le, had 
been deferted by the military ; but the inhabitants of 
which) on being left to themfelves> remained quietly at 
home> imitating the example that had been fet them 
at Gorey, before the battle of Tuhbcrneeilng, when 
ihey were forced and overwhelmed into the fyflem of 
the infurre(ftii>n. The Cavan militia was ordered from 
Dublin to j'iin colonel Walpole's divilioni then under 
general Needham, and they marched into Arklow oa 
the 6ih of June ; different other parties of ihc military 
arrived there on the 7lh and 8th, and on the qth the 
garrilbn was confiderably reinforced by the Durham 
fcnfiblcs, who fuffered no fatigue in their way from 
Dublin, as they had been conveyed in carriages and 
jaunting-cars, prelTed for that purpofe ; the whole force 
in Arklow, amounted all together to lixteen hundred . 
men. The infurgents had marched from Gorey-hill J 
toCoolgreny, where arranging their mode of attack> 1 
ihey proceeded in two great columns, one toward the j 
fifhcry on thefea-fide, and the other toward the upper- 'I 
end of the town, the attack being to be made on both 
ends of the town at once. The militaiyi having full no- J 
tice of the approach, were very advantageoufly poAed, ■ 
without which they could not have reftftcd the im--^ 
petuous attack made upon them; liowever they were 4d 
obliged to retire fomewhat from their original politions.^ 
In a violent effort to gain the upper-end of the town^^a 
the rev, Michael Murphy, who led on the infufgent=-33 
at that iide, fell, and this flopped the progrefs and p'* g 
Vented the fucccfs of ihe attempt. Varioufly did tJ 
foitu. 
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me of the day feem to incline ; it is neceflarjr 
:cwever to mention that rumours of a retreat of the 
ii ^fc:x'oops were circulated j and that orders were given* 
^s^nd feeming preparations made for th^t purpofe ; but 
-fc Ills ftill appears a difputed point, and as the proverb 
las it, < all is well that ends well.' The infurgents* 
ifter having difplayed lingular bravery, courage and 
intrepidity, as long as their ammunition lafted, retreated 
'hen that was expended, to their former pofition at 
^Jorey ; and thus ended the battle, at the very mo- 
3nent that \\ is. alleged the army had determined to re- 
'•rcat ; and moft undoubtedly my information warrant* 
:jaie to mention that fome of the military had already 
:a«treated ; and I cannot pofitively fay they might not 
lave good authority for their condudl. Although the 
:xev. Mr. Gordon had documents from under the hand 
of a diftinguifhed officer, colonel Bainbridge, that fuf- 
ficiently warrants the affertion; it was however, gener- 
ally circulated by many that were in the action; and as, 
upon the whole, J. would not readily admit hearfajr' 
«'vidence, but on the cleareft convi61:ion of the. truth> 
I think my account would be deficient, if I omitted 
mention an. important faft, and upon which fo much 
ftrcfs is laid, as related by Mr, Gordon^ 
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** Many inftances might Idc given of men, who at 
the hazard of their own lives, concealed and main- 
tained loyalifts until the ftorm palled away; on the 
^ther hand many might be given of cruelties com- 
^xiitted by perfons not natives of Ireland ; I fliall 
**iention only one aft, not of wRat I ftiall call 
^x-uelty, fince no pain was inflicted, but ferocity not 
Calculated to foften the rancour of the infurgents: 
ft^me foldiers of the ancient Britifh regiment cut 
^jpen the dead body of father Michael Murphy, after 

<< the 
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•< the battle of Arkloir, took out his hearl^ roaftecff Ibii 
♦« body, and oiled their boots with the grcafe v^Ijici 
•* drippAi from it." — Mr. George Taylor in bis hiftori- 
cal account of the Wexfordian rebellion, (pagei 36) Hays, 
•* Lord Mountnonis and fome of his troop, in view- 
•* ing the fcene of a3ion, found t'le body of the per* 
«* fi^'ious pried JMurphy, who fo much deceived liim 
*^ and the country. Being exafperatcd, his lordfliip 
** ordered the hend to be flruck o£F, and his body to be 
♦« ihrown into a houfe that was burning, exclaim|ngf 
•• let his lody go where his foul isP I hope that the 
•* wiiter was miilnformed, and that tnc noble carU 
•* remarkable foi his liberality to romaniils^ was np^f 
«* the author of tl^is ad**" 

I 

The only time I was ever in company with the pricft 
juft mentioned, certainly was at lord Mountnorris*s 
houfe, in 1797) ^vhen his lordfhip was engaged in the 

« 

plan of procuring lignatures o\ loyalty from the ca- 
tholics; and I undeiftand that this piieft greatly con- 
tributed to the fucccfs of that undertaking, which ^'vra^ 
afterwards much reflefled on,^ and from the afperfio*^^ 
that were throve n out, it was, probably, that his lor^* 
fliip was induced, by this couf de mainy to prove ^^ 
the world that lie liad not, though he was fupp^^*^" 
to have been, a friend to catholics. — Such tranfafli^"^ 
as took place on this occafion, it muft be obferved^ *^^ 
the more lamentable, not only as they of themfd^^ 
ferve to keep up animofity, but much more fo v'^^. 
they arc, not to fay connived at, but even encour3.g^ 
by perfons qf the highcft rank; while all perfoH^ 
humanity, but even a degree above the loweft vul^^ ' 
and even the humane of tlicfe, (for they are far f^^ 
being in general deftitute of the principle in Ircl*^ ^ 

f. See Cordoo's hlftory of the rebellion, p^iges 2i£, 113. 
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^nd efpccially all who have received any degree of edu- 
cation, fliould fet their faces againft fuch pitiful aiSs 

pi ferocious cruelty:? as would difgrace the vilcft 

lavages. 

While I am on the fubje6l of tiie rev. Michael Mur- 
phy's death, I muft beg leave to exprefs the opinion I 
. have adopted, in cotijunSion with the mod fenlible 
and rational men that I have conyerfed with on the 
ftibjeft, refpeiVing the priefts who were a6)ive in the 
iiiftirrefiion, — When clergymen fo far forget their duty 
-•s to take up- arms, fo (Contrary to the fpirit of the 
gofpcl, they become moft dangerous men ; and the 
r fiich are cut off by any fatal cataftrophe, the 
er. The duty of a clergyman is to preach pea,cc 
*ici charity tovrards all mankind; when his conduct 
<l«^iates from this^ be afls inconfiftent with the pro- 
ion he has entered into. Why throw off the meek 
3.x-b of peace for the horrid habiliments of war? — • 
no poflible circumftances ought a clergyman 
l)e inftrumental to the death of any perfon, except 
the moft urgent neceffity of felf-defence :— when- 
eife betakes np arms, he becomes a traitor to the 
^fpel of chrift ; and although treafon may, on par- 
ular occafions, be confidered ufeful, yet a traitor to 
^ycaufe never can be regarded, even by thofe for 
*^om he exerts himfe If, Befidesthe interference of cler- 
inen encouraging any kind of (Irife, but particularly 
^^'^rfare, muft be confidered highly culpable, and dcferv- 
**^5of a fatal end. Not one of the pricfls wIiq took 
^P arms in the county of Wexford, efcaped a violent 
^*^d fudden death, clearly indicating a providential 
*^te; and although they were not_ all, at the timc> 
^tider fufpenfion or ecclefiaftical cenfure, yet under 
^c fo nearly allied to it> as to prevent any of them 

from 
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rhc difgrace of reprobation who afluaUy deferved 
it) and that the great body of the catholic clergy 
fiiould berefcued from cenfure, as ihcy were free from 
blame. TJie tnircoDduiS of a few individuals fliould 
not involve the good charafler of the many, and it 
muft berecollefled thati even amnng the twelve apof- 
tTes, there was a traitor. The condufl of the roman 
catholic clergy of the county of Wexford, however . 
■njuftly reviled, was, during the infurreflion there» 
guided by the true dii?latcs and principles of chrif- 
tianity» really exemplary and meritorious. They 
comforted the afflifled with all the zeal and warmth of 
chriflian charily, and in the moll trying and critical 
period, praflifed every deed that muft be conlidered 
benevolent, by every liberal and enlightened man, 
whatever brawlers of loyalty may afTert to the coa- 
trarv; endeavouring, with indifciiminating abufe, to 
brand their conduiSt in general with the (lain of in- 
famy. They, by every poflible means, fought to afford 
every afEftance and proteclion in their power, to thofe 
who flood ill need of it ; but their influence was greatly 
diminifhed by not following tlie example of the mili- 
tant pricfts, who ftro-ve to attain an elevation and 
fiiperiority over their bretliien jn this way, which they , 
could notoiherwife accomplilli. — If I may be allowed 
the expreffion, the condu£l of the fighting priefts was 
truly amphibious. For wiiile they caft off the cha- 
rafler of prielts, and took up that of foldiers, they 
flill willied to maintain an afcendancy, even in their 
Ecw flations. by realTuming the piiefl whenever it 
anfwered the purpofc of fuperiority, the paffion for 
which was greatly augmented by indulgence in drink- 
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ing 5 Sind notwithftanding all this, they were confpi- 
cuous for courage and humanity. 

The encatnpment at Slieye»kielter was transferred 
■'"I'oxii thence to Lacken-hill, within a mile of the town 
Of Rofs; and although Mr. Harvey had manifefted 
'ixrage, and had formed an excellent plan for the 
tack of that town, which failed of fuccefs only by- 
following his direSions ; yet no confideration pre- 
^^tited his conduft from bcinjg faulted, and he there- 
^^^x-e leaving the command to the reverend Philip 
-•^oche, whofe boiftcrous condu<ft pleafedthc multitude 
"^ttcr, returned to Wexford, 

Ihe^ foldiery ftationcd at Newtown-Barry made 

T'al excursions, and in the courfe of their progrefs^ 

:e iriilcs from the town, they fliot every man they 

5 however unarmed and unoffending, and plundered 

*^cl .burned feveral houfes. The' infurgents on 

i«^cgar-hill, irritated by thefc exceiTes, followed the 

mple, and, day after day, made excurfions from 

^*^^xr camp to counteract the military; but however 

* ^ lo happened, that they did not fall in with each 

^^^l^«ri as they proceeded on different fides of the 

■^^^-raey, which prevented their meeting, although theii: 

^^^If^redations were in fight of each other; and while 

"^ one party was burning and deftroying what thejr 

^^^fidered enemy's property, in one quarter, the other, 

^^Uated by revenge, was committing like devaftation 

^"^ Another; and it would feem as if by preconccrtion, 

^^^t both moved in diScrem diieilions on every parti- 

^^Hr day of excurfion ; fo that the only warfare be- 

Ivreen them was an apparent ftilfe, who fhould caufe 

ll^e greateft defolr.tion, mr who fiiould appear mod 
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eager to deflroy vhat was fpare;] by the otheri To tlu^ 
the ftate of the country was truly lameotable. ' 

There were but few gtinfmen belonging to the (14 
lionary camp at Vinegai-hill, and an attack on th| 
pfift being appichendcd) one liundred and thirty guif( 
men were fent thither from Wexfoid. under the cod 
mand of captiin Murphy. Thefe men had not ex 
peiicnced any of ilie perfccmions praiSlifed prcvioii 
to the infurreciionj and were confequenlly untaiDtd 
with the rancorous fpint of revenge w-hich they pr< 
duced in other quarters. In fhort ihey were remailg 
able for regularity of conduflj and they prevented) 
continuation of the cruel aftsthac had been hitherto pel| 
petrated there ; for being Oiocked on the morning c 
(he loth of JunC) which was the next after their id 
livaU by feeing a man put to death, the Wexford mfl 
would not witnefa fuch another fcene, antl they dd 
clared ihey would not permit another inftance of tl| 
kind while they remained j and their humane exampl 
{liamed the mofl rcfraflory, whom they awed iii| 
order, fo that not another perfon fufFered on Vinegaj 
hill thencefoi ward until the'iOth; and therefore th 
important truth completely contradicts the great' 
exaggerated accounts of daily viiSlimsi and the a| 
f ravarcd ftatements eiToneoufly propagated of wicln 
atrocities committed there ; and however tamentals 
it is tliac many perfons were facrifjced to popular fuG 
yet it is fomewhat confoling to be undeceived that ha 
the ntfmtcrs Rued could not have fuflered. 1 doB 
hy any means intend to exculpate the atrocities CD'S 
milted on Vinegar-fiill, as a fad catalogue of foffer*" 
could be enumerated, but fuch mifrcprefentation B 
taken place, that I lliould conlider myfelf deficienc 
the talk I have undertaken) did I not take every opp-« 
tun 
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ft*»ity of declaring fafls as lliey occurred) however I , 
laaonent the exiflence of the Jreadfiii effcils of populaft 
fury. Any deviation from irdth in tlating fuch J 
egregious enormities can take place only with a viewjg 
to keep alive thofc prejudicesj which it is fo much the^ 
interefl of every true lover of his country In fiipprefsj-r 
*nd to learn the real flate of occurrences will be the 
bcft poITible means of intiucing contending parties to 
forgive and forget the paft. and to cherifh harmony in 
future. I muft obferve refpcfling tliofe lifts, dei 
■lated authentic! of perfons faid to be put to death laA 
Particular placeS) tliat it is necefTary to be jnfimateljr" 
and perfe6i!y acquainted with the country and lis \n- 
"^biiants, to be able to difcovct that fevcral individual) 
^Tc multiplied in the account of their deaths, as the 
■aaie perfon is mentioned particularly and generally, , 
"* one place by one, and in quire a, different fnuaiion 
**y another; and thus are n:trrators impofed o 
**^ing fo circumflanced as to hr able to feiefl truth from 
■wifehood; for it hy no mear.s couaes witliin the pro- 
VjJiceof learning to fift and imravcl the many confufed 
'lories of fcveral perfons, each varying the account of 
*«e fame deed; wJiich though in fact but one occur- 
*"*:nce, yet might be miftaken for fep^rate tranfaflionsi 
®* no feature of coincidence is fo difcernible in the 
■^Veral lelations of the fame thing, as to exhibit the 
^^al and uniform pitflure. I have undertaken this nar- 
*tive) with many facls of which I am unfortunately 
**«! 100 well acquainted, fronj no other idea hut a 
^'lOi to reconcile my countrymen, and not to let mifre- I 
I**"efentatir>n or falfehood pafs to pofterity ; which muft | 

*Qerwife) perhaps, be as much impofed on, as thofe 

^^o have hitheito written on the fubjeft, when it 

^ ^Uld be utterly impofhble to obviate mifrcprefenta- 

**>o ; and I write as much for the information of 
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tbofe who hare t^ea a!read7 kJ aftra7> as for tli« 
public at large; and fliall be happy to elucidate an/ 
particular that may not appear fa^ciently explained^ to 
convince them that I advance nothing for which I hatve 
not undeniable authority^ independent of my perfonal 
and local knowledge of the principal events ; and if 
they feel the candour they profefs> I truft they wlU 
do me credit for wifhing to fet them rights when they ap- 
peal to thepublic for information and corredionyof any 
errors that might pofiibly have crept into their work.s* 



On the roth of June an attack was made by fo 
gun-boats on Fcthard, where after deftroying 
the boets moftly belonging to poor fiiliermen> th^ 
crews fet fire to and burned many houfcs. This occu^'^ 
rcncc, with fever al fliips, feemingly of war, being fi 
off the coaft, renewed the former opinioB? that a land 
ing and attack were intended in the fouthern part 
the county. Small camps of obfervation were therefo 
inflitiucd at Carnc and Raftoonftown, to be atten 
by all the married men of the ncighbourhood> tS 
being riippv)fcd to prove more watchful for the prot:^ 
tion ot their wives and families, by obviating fudd^ 
emergency ; while all the batchelors, fit for acl ^ 
fervicc wcie ordered to attend at Lackeii-hill. In "W*^ 
ford, attempts were made to manufaciuie guiipowd* 
to fupply the fcarcity or tlio.t article, which, hov/ev 
did not fucceed, for though it would expiodc, ye 
was with little or no force. The weather contia' 
remarkably fine and ferenc, a circumllance very 
vourablc to the infurgents' mode of warfare, as t, 
had fcarcely any covering but a few booths or t 
not fufficient to contain even their officers, fo that 
camps were not much encumbered with equipage 
only requiring the choice of a field, and Ihouh 
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not prove ample enough for their numbers, ihc adjoin- 
ing enclofures were occupied in fufficient extent to coa^ 
tain them in the open air. 

Sir Thomas Efmonde> baronet, and Mr. Lauriencc 
Doyle, officers in the Caftletown yeoman cavalry, could 
not efcape the general fufpicion entertained againft ca- 
tholics, and although they were known to have per- 
formed their duty at the battle of Arklow, yet this did 
not protect them from a moft contumelious and public 
arreft on the I2th of June, at Arklow, whence they 
were conduced, under a guard, to Dublin, where they 
continued feme days in confinement, and were then li- 
berated without the fbadow of a charge being brought 
againft them. Th/e impolicy of this and the like tranf- 
adHons, in fuch critical times, is fo flagrant, that it is a- 
flohifhing to think they fhould be permitted to beprac- 
tifcd ; thus exafperating the feelings of any religious 
^efcription, without more cogent reafon than fufpicion* 
^^^ the occafion of many loyal catholics not joining 
trie. army, as they were apprehenfive that death migli^t 
^^ the confequence of their being fufpccled, 

1 
-A.^ the infurgents had not a fufficicncy cf gunpowder 
;*^ Undertake any new attack, they remained inaflive 
'^ ^heir feveral* encampments for fome days ; but in or- 
^^ to obtain a fupply of that article, it wa? rciolvei 
^'^ ^^ake an attackon Borris, the feat pf Mr. Kavanagh, 
*^ ^he county of Carlow, where, it was fuppoied, lay a 
^^^^t quantity of arms and ammunition. A d^tach- 
^nt accordingly proceeded from the camp on Vine- 
^^"^^hill to that" on Lacken-hill, where, receiving re- 
^*<>rcement, the united paity moved forward to the 
^^^ck of Bonis, where they arrived after a night's 

*^^rch, early on the morning of the i7,th* . The ca- 

, . ../. ■^.•.■v;|-v. valry 
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fairy ftationed rbrre fied on the apptoacli oF the is- 
furgAiiSi bot 3 party of the DoncgaU stilitiX] vbo bid 
talced cp tbeir cjnxncrs in ihc houfe defended it witb 
gre^ bravery) k«ep:Dg ap a conftuii iire from the up- 
p^ irindoWsj and loltng bui one man in the courfe of 
tht Concelb .Tfie cannon the infurgencs had broDgbl 
with (hem was too fmall to have any eSeQ on the 
cablet as the only ball) dilcharged bj one of them, re- 
bcnnded from the vallg and an attack by malketryi 
vas of conrfe conndercd incfTei^ual. As do hopes 
thea letDaioed of lakiiig the raarjfion by aSault or bat- 
fery, eonfidering the firength and thickncfs of the 
tiHU and that the lover windows were alfo lateljr 
fcaiiE op with Rrong mafon-worki the alTailants fet the 
Wrtef-offices on fire, in hopes of forcing the garrifon to 
^(fodge thcmreWes for their protection ; bet this mB<- 
(iteovrc proving inc^clua!, and the infuigenis having 
upended all their atniRtinition in ufelefs eSbrts* and 
IiSvingbBrntfome houfes in the village, returned to the 
federal encampments frnm which they bad been detach- 
<d ii» the coanty of Wexford. 

The enCaffipment on Gorey-hill had, by this time 
«fl*o*cd to Limerick-hiHi and the army, which was 
flow daily reinforced, maie frequent fallics from 
ihelr fevcral flations and committed the moft violent 
esCelFes, putting to death every man who came in their 
Way, whether by accident or oiherwife, nor were the 
infuifgcrits backward in retaliation,; fo that the fuuaiion 
of fuch as were placed between the contending parties 
*as truly pii'.able J being uncertain for an inflant of 
the fafety of their lives or properties, and equally fub- 
jefl (o military and popular violence and devaftation. 
Several rtrong reports had now prevailed throughout 
the ioatity of Wexford, that the mofl defperate atroci- 
lies had been committed by the fotdiery in theii differ- 
ent 
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qiiarteTS> and this roufed the already irritated paffi- 
ons of the people to revenge, fo as to be procluflive of 
lany lamentable aiSs of ciitraf;e> ever attendant oj; 
'Hvil commntion, and keeping alive thofe meUncholjr 
difcovds which never occur, in modern timesi between 
feparate and independant nations at war; and which 
all enlightened and humane people fo ftrongly deteft 
and reprobate. Repoits of thefe enormities very mucii 
med the minds of the prtfonei-sin Wexford, as they 
ftrongly apprehended ir might produce an alteration in 
le conduft of the inhaSitants toward them. A pe- 
itioa to government, from thofe confined in the gaol» 
was accordingly drawn up eiprcffive of the danger of 
their fituation, ["hould the people be prompted to reta- 
liation upon them, by the conduit of the troops to- 
•ard fuch of the populace or their friends as mighi 
;I into tlieir hands; and on this occaiion, the officer* 
'ho were prifoners in Wexford appeared more alarmed 
thcrs there in confinement. They accord- 
ingly communicated to me their apprehenfions and 
wiHics, and propnfed ftriking out fome mode of putting 
a ftop to the violences, which) they very natorall/ 
feared, might foon Involve their inevitable deft ruflion. 
Lord Kingfborough was for propofing an exchange of 
prifoners as the beft method of allaying the prevailing 
alarmS) and of fuppreiling the heat and violence of the 
peoplei now voufed to the higheft pitch of fury, and 
breathing nothing but revenge. Indeed, from the cri- 
tical (late of ifie country, and the people in general 
abiding nocontroul, it was difficult todevife wlmt could 
be bed attempted to avert the fate that feemcd to im- 
pend over every peifon of any diftindlion, having the 
•Tiisfottune of being then in the county of Wexford, 
xvhile all the chiefs throughout the fevera! cncamp- 
^jients nioll feelingly lamented the great difordtrs prc- 
vailingi 
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Tailing, and In coMJun^ion with every individual of tte 
Jeafl refpedability, mnfl ftiongly reprobated t lie cruel- 
ties anJ excetl'es that were perpetraceii. So violent was 
ihc fpirit of retaliation auj vengeance, wliieli feemed 
to afliiate the whole mafs of the people, that every 
, danger was to be apprehended fiotn it, unlefs fomc 
means were taken to alliy the CxiHing ferment. On 
the 13th of June feveral perfons from the diiTercnt 
encampments, led by the moll benevolent motives* 
«s if by preconcerted agieement, waited on the com- 
mander in chief, in Wexford, to confult on the befl 
mode of keeping the unruly rabble in fome order* 
over whom they declared they had not, (aa indeed they 
never had) any kind of coniroul ; and they now ex- 
pielTed their fears, that the bcft difpofcd of the men, 
who had been hitherto diftinguifhed for gotxi conduA 
and humaniiy. might be induced, by tlie prevailing 
lage, to commie atSis of which they hadi yet been fo 
far from guilty, that they gave them the tUpil (Irenuous 
oppnfition. The abomination of Scullabogue had ex- 
cited fuch general horror, that it became a material 
objeift of confideration on this occafion, when it was 
lefolved to infiitute an enquiiy for the purpofe of pa- 
ntOiing in the moft exemplary manner the perpetrators 
of this infernal tranfaiSlion ! ! 1 the exifting ftate of 
the country prevented the accompliflimcnt of fo defira- 
ble an objefl. A favourable circumfiance occurred at 
this time, which led to a. hope that conciliation might 
be attempted with fome probability of fuccefs, A 
JnefTage was fent to a pvifon-fltip, in the harbour oF 
Dublin, off--ring liberty lo any one who would under- 
take to go to Wexford w'lth letters for lord Kingfbo- 
rough. Accrjrdingly a man of the name of John 
Tunks undei took the talk, and, being provided with all 
the ncceflary patlcs, he arrived fafe at Limerick.hiH 
camp. 
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camp, whence he was fent with fome principal perfons 
to the commander in chief in Wexford. He immedi* 
ately affembled thofe he thought bed able to advife 
him how to proceed, and it wa3 confidered fortunate 
that many refpc61able perfons from the country were 
then in the town, all of whom approved of endeavour- 
ing to forward the fcntiments of the grifoners along with 
lord Kinglborough's anfwer, but how to reconcile the 
people to the meafure, without which nothing efFec- 
jual could be done, was the difficulty. The committees 
in Wexford, as various bufiriefs ^nd orders had been 
preffed on them, from time to time, not at all within the 
fcopeof their intentions, upon undertaking that arduous 
duty, were not confidered likely, in the prefent inftance, 
to a£l with efFeft, particularly as their numbers had been 
^ncrcafed on the augnaentation of bufinefs, and this too 
by the acceffion of low perfons who might procraftinate 
the proceedings for immediate remedy. Accordingly 
ihofe who had been in confultation with the comman- 
der in chief proceeded along with him to the houfe 
wherein the different committees ufually met, and here 
tight perfons, confidered the moft capable of applying 
a fpeedy and effc6lual remedy to the exifting evil, were 
.appointed, and the body fo felefled denominated *' the 
council appointed to manage the affairs of the people 
of the county of Wexford," of which Mr. Harvey 
w-as chofen prefident. This plan was to becommuni-* 
cated to the different camps, and fuch of the perfons 
ss xnight not be approved of by the people were to be 
oved.and replaced by others. This arrangement 
with the heartfelt approbation of all the prifoners, 
^'P^^cially as the council immediately proceeded^ to 
*i"V'ard tlie very plan they themfelves had previoufly 
*rit^ii<^led to put In operation. - It was thought neceffary 
.^*lo toconfine the mcffengerTunksin thegaol, as he was 
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very talkative, particularly with rcfpeft to lord Kingf- 
borough's condu^ in Dublin) to fomc parts of whicfa* 
ke faid, he had been an eye-witnefa. His manner and 
floriea, if left at liberty,, might inflame the minds of 
Ihe pcoplei whom, at the timcj it was (o neceffarjr 
not to proroke, but by every pofEble means to conci- 
liate. 



Captain M'Manus, being deputed by the prifoners in 
the gaol, was condufled to confult with lord Kingibo- 
rough, who accordingly wrote a letter to the lord lieu- 
tenanti in tlie name of all the prifoners, (among whom 
there were thirteen officers, befides feveral yeomanry 
officers and principal gentlemen of the coiintyi) inti- 
mating their great danger, but tliat they had hitherto 
been well treated, and, in every refpefl, as prifoners 
of war, and therefore hoping that the prifoners taken 
by the army might meet the like good treatment with 
tiiem, for that otlierwife they feared reprrfals might be 
made and their dcftruflion prove inevitable. This let- 
ter, along with any others that the officers chofc to fend 
to their friends, was to be fjrwarded to the next com- 
mandingnflicer of the army, and the meflenger was to 
return with an anfwer with all convenient fpecJ. Lieu- 
tenant Boiirke of the North Cork militia was appoint- 
ed to carry the remainder of this fchcme into execu- 
tion, and accordingly on the evening of the 1 4th day of 
.June, he fet out from Wexford, accompanied by Mr. 
Carty to Ennifcorthy, and part of tlie way by captain 
Dixnn, who, at Wexford, feemingly acquiefced in the 
bufinefs ; yet fuch was his duplicity, that he gallopped 
on before the others to Ennifcorthy, where by mifchicv- 
ous reprefeniations and deceitful contrivances, he fo 
wrought upon the people as to induce them not to fuf- 
fer tbc lettets to be forvratded ; and fucb was his in- 
iluence 



^^«*J 



eot'NTT or WEXFORD. r^J 

'%nenee, that not only lieutenant Bourke was in immi- 
nent danger, but even Mr. Carty ran great lifque ttt 
oppoling his villainous machinations; but after being 
balHcd in their laudable intcntionsi they were, after 
great hazard] pcrniitted to return in rafety> the next 
day, to "Wexford. 



^s it was now Found that no negotiation could be. i 
Itcied into without the ex prefs concurrence of the 
people; with a view of making conciliation more 
sttatnabte, it was deemed expedient to bind them 
as much as pofliblc, to abide the controul of their com- 
manders ; and as numbers of them had never been 
fvvorn united Irillimen, the principles of brotherhood 
contained in their oath were, confidcred by many of 
ibc principal prifoners excellent means of reftraint, : 
livas ihereforc thought a prudent meafure to adopt it \ 
generally, and thereby imprels on the minds of tho ] 
people) the orderly and focial intcrcouife that fhould 1 
fubfjfl: between all thofc fworn in the fame caufe, and J 
the moral obligation of obeying iheit commanders j'l 
and it was imagined the oath itfelf would cuib man]rj 
from a:Sling licentioully. The meafure was accordingly! 
adopted, and oat lis were alio formed, with the fame bene^ I 
volent intentions, and equally approved of, to be takeB'l 
by all officers and privates, and by all the people in the! 
inofl folemn manner, and copies of them were printed, J 
and circulated through the county''.^ 

Confidering thedcfencelefs (late of the country, and 

the exifting circumftances of the day, the lituaiton of 

the newly appointed council, was far from enviable. 

ic fcecame their duty to endeavour to avert the tremen- 

C c a doufljr 

• See Appendix, No. J. 
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doufly impending fatci which threatened the country 
with inevitable dcftru6fion, and to extrt therofelves tO' 
the utmoft of their power to conceit fuch meafures as 
would appear moft likely to prove eiFe^lual. At fuch 
a critical period, their undertaking the arduous taOc 
mufl: be conlidered as dilated b/ the pureft fentU 
menti of philanthropy ; as what other poifible motive 
could induce any one of them to place himfelf in fuch 
a perilous fituatiooi at a time that it was well known 
to every man of rational obfervation, that the cfFortS* 
of the infurgetits would not be attended with final fuc- 
cefs? — They bad indeed undertaken a mnft difEcuIt 
taft. although they have not efcaped the ccnfiire of 
partizans of all fideSj who while they venture to ex* 
prefs piejudiced opinions, have no conception of the 
then exifling general (late of the county of Wexfordi 
' In fliorti the council were placed in as embarraffing 
ft predicament as can well be imagined) feemingly at 
the head of arefraflory outrageous populace, whom 
they anxioudy fouglit to refcue from dcIlrn61ion> while 
thefc modly countera6led their beft and mod benevo^ 
lent intentions. However when called onj at this 
dangerous junflure, asconfidered capable of applying 
a remedy to the enormous evil) all petty con iide rat ions 
Wanifhedi and they undertook to meet the difficulty 
with firmricfs and refolution ; and when fuch urgent 
necefGiy exifted, any man fbould be deemed an enemy 
to the human race, wh» would refufe to contribute all 
tis might toward the falvation of his countryincn. 
According to the nature of the exifting evil, fo fliould 
be that of the counteracting meafures. — From this con- 
fideraiion the council did not think it right, for the pre- 
fervation of the people, to declare, or even in the 
foiallcft degree to allow their dcfencclefs ftatc. On 
the contrary' it \ras cotiTideied atuS&ryi along with 
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the endeavour to encourage general union and har- 
mony) to appear to be> as much as poffible^ able and 
determined to adbpt the moft firm and decifive mca- 
fures> with the view of obtaining the more favourable 
conditions for the people. 

I 

The critical fituation of the council, ^Tar as it re* 

g'arded the management of the people themfelvesj majr 

be well exemplified by the following occurrence. The 

^own of WoKford, being in a ftate of the utmoft traa* 

quillity, was all at once thrown into the moft violent 

confuflon and alarm? by a great cavalcade coming int<> 

it, over the bridge, preceded by captain Dixon and his 

wife, who rode through the ftreets, while he witli 

gefture and expreffion the moft outrageous, exhibited 

a fire-fcreen, ornamented wrth various emblematical 

figures reprefenting fome heathen gods, and with 

orange bordering, frii^ge and taffels, which he repre* 

fcQted as the iniignia of an orange lodge, and the 

^gures he tremendoufly announced as the reprefcntai 

'ions of the tortures which the catholics were to fuffcr 

from Orangemen ; calling on the people to take iignat 

eance, as he produced to them, he faid, the^ifcoi^ 

xy of the whole plot, found at Artramont, the feat 

^ colonel Lehunte. It is impoflible to defcribe the 

y of the people on this occafion, roufed to the 

<^ft violent pitch in an inftant, and only to be ac» 

^nted for on the principle of their fuppofition or 

^her perfuafion of their intended extermination^ 

^ich'the fight of any thing orange awakened in the 

>ft fenfitive' manner, fimilarly to what has been be- 

fb related concerning. the orange warrant orcommif* 

^>xi, and pitched cap difcovered in the barracks of 

exford. — ^When captain Dixon had, by this infernal 

tumultuous coadufl:, aflejaabled ^Ijnoft all the £»• 
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liafnunts oi' tbc townt (wbofe phiaiff» on l<eiiig tbe 
OTinge omamcnUi and hearing ius xiTcmoRs moft 
dtipfTUe]j Tocifcfued, h is tmpo9ible to dcfctibe,) he 
proceeded direSly to tJie boafe wherein colonel Le- 
hanle lodged, dragged htm oax and marchet: him down 
to the gaol, amidA a fu''0(u avid eoraged mob, hy 
wboiD it is jroodcifitl that his life sas fpaicd at the 
'inflant. 

The principal inhabitants im mediately afiembled* 
snd very narrowly efcaped being all put [o death; for 
ss they met in the committee-boufe, oppofiie vhicfi 
tbc nob had collected, a common ruSan had the 
aadacity to come in and fire a fhot amidfi tbcni alia 
«nd a9ual!y arreflcd one of the couricil.wnicafo pro- 
voked a gentleman prerenti who happened to have ht4 
pitlots aboDt him, ttiat he cocked one of them and ira^ 
icady to (hoot the fettow, but was fortunately pre- 
Tcntcd ; for I verily believe, bad the ruSaa been fKot> 
Ihc deftrufiion of every one in the houfe woold have 
been the incviiable conTequcnce. The populace a; 
length peimiEced fome gentlemen to addrefs them 
from the windows, and it was a confiderable time be- 
fore they were able to perfuade them that all their fury 
and madnefs had proceeded from the exhibition of ^ I 
fire-fcreen, on which were reprcfented fome heathen i 
gods, and which formed part of the ornaments of ^i ( 
room farnlthed three years before, with orange bor- i 
deringsand trimmings> then confidered the moft farhtosi 
*b\q colour. 

On the l6th, the infurgents fet out from their en- i 
campment at Limerick-hiU to Carnew, where meeting 
with no force to interrupt their career, they proceeded J 
as far as Tinehaiy, here they had fmirt (kirmlfhin^^ 
witb. the axmyj froai whpmihcy took a great nmnbe-^^ 
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cF cattle, which they drove on before them, and en- 
camped that night at Mount- pleafant. On their quit- 
ting Limerick-hill, in the morning, the prlfoners 
who were confined in Gorey were thence brought t© 
Vinegar-hill, from which they were conveyed under 
i ftrorig efcort, and lodged in the gaol of Wexford. 
The difpofition of the inhabitants of this town, in not 
permitting any of the prifoners there confined to be 
brought out of the gaol, where they were confidered 
in perfefl: fafety, was well known, as many refufals 
had been made to dieniands of the kind from the 
country, when it was apprehended the intention waA 
not to fet them at liberty, but to put them to death ; 
iii the prefent inftance therefore the ftrong efcort# 
^^hich confifted of Ennifcorthy men, gave fto inttma- 
Cion of any defign until they got poffeffion of the gaoU 
w^iile delivering the jJVifoners they had brought witk 
tJiein ; but then overpowering the guards,' they forced, 
^v^sty with them four men, who had been very oV 
'^Oicious to the people, and with them quitted the towa 
'*tt3n:xediately, in order to afford no time tp refcue the 
•*^***<>rtunate viQims from them. The four devoted 
*"*^|ci. werci taken to the camp on Vinegar-hilt, where 
^*i03r were the next morning put to death, the Wexford 
6^*^finen havinjg returned home on the evening before^ 
*^*' during their ftay in the cs^mp only one man fufFeredt 
^^^*i. after their arrival, and they would ^by no means 
**lovr the repetition of fuch another deed, as has bcca 
•^fore obferved. 

On the 1 6th feveral people from the neighbourhood 

^* Gprey formed a fmall enpampment on Aflc-hill, bc'- 

^^ecn Gorey and Arklow, from which laft- mentioned 

^^^n, fince the battle fought there, the troops iffued 

y^h peculiar caution. On this dajr» however* a troop 
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e( yeoincn cavalry had the fortitude to advance t 
KirJ the l:::Ie camp of the infurgents. This was, 
the time, very irsccnfiJerable as to numbers^ havin 
Co more thaz about one hundred men equipped <r 
fi: for aitics* the refl having either dlfperfed or pn 
ceeiic'i to Vizc^ir-hil! ; and even half the remainiiKr 
i!::inbcr rrc::pl:i:e'y Hed at the approach of the caval 
vkre :he ether r.^lt, armed with pikes only, ftrip 
to their fr:::5? t-^ be en- encumbered in exertions 
Txa 12 f-II bee.; :? meet the yeomen; but thefe avoid" 
the cnrcLinier and expeditiouily retreated to Arklo 
The :i::b-g^n!5 :hen retired from Afk-hill, and mov^ 
::::o :he counirr between Oulard and Wexford, a^ 
ver« c::'^r:bu:ci ihrough the different houfes in t 
a:IihbQurhcH?d. 






Oa SuaJiv the r-th of June a detachment of Povr 
IracJrcd men* fent out from the camp on Vinegar-hil/^ 
fca!:cv! in Ferns until break-of-day, when, thus carl/ 
rn JL\-:Jiy :he iSththey marched forward with att 
5:r:cr.t;on o." florming Newt own- Barry ; but meeting 
a: Camolin? the infui gents, who had now quitted their 
fta:ion a: Mount pleafant, they altered their route and 
roturnovl to Vinogar-hill, while the main body of the 
oi!\oi*s proceeded to Carrigrew, whence they alfo 
movovl on the next day to Vinegar-hill. 

Farly on the 19th, the encampment on Lacken-hill 
w.is linpiirod by a military force that came out from 
l\»'is ; and liio inUirgents, provided with little orno am* 
iinmiiion* and not apprehending an attack, were nearly 
liinoumlcd before they were aware of their fituatioo. 
They were alio but few in number, for although vaft 
luultitiklcs appeared in their encampments in the day- 
liuie, yet they were almoft deferted during the night. 
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Sail perfonstook the liberty of goiog and coming as 
3iey pleafedi But notwithftanding this and the fudden 
^ mergency, they efFeflcd a jgood retreat to the Three- 
:^ocks> without the lofs of a man. This was contrived 
n a mafterly manncr> by the addrefs of their com- 
ander^ the rev. Philip Roche> who, being roufed 
rem his bed by the general alarm, ordered the foot 
ireftly to retreat, and having colleflcd immediately 
iround him. the few horfcmen that could be got toge- 
ther, caufed them to feize on feveral banneis, and 
T^eep waving th^m at different diftances, as it were in 
<]e(iance> fo as to intimidate the troops from making a 
fudden onfet, and when he knew that his foot were at 
SL fafc diftance, he and his few horfemen gallopped after 
them, fo that by this contrivance, that might do honour 
to an experienced general, lie completely balBed the mi- 
litary, brought off" his whole force entire, and was 
himfelf the lafl in quitting the hill. 

General difpofitions were now made to attack the 
infurgents on all fides, and the feveral divilions of the 
army had orders from lieutenant-general Lake to pro- 
ceed in different direflions for that purpofe. They 
were all to move toward the important pod of Vinegar- 
hill, occupied by the permanent encampment of the 
infurgents^ fince the 28th of May, on the taking of 
Ennifcortliy, Purfuant to the plan of a general aflault, 
lieutenant- gen. Dundas proceeded on the iSthofJune 
from Baltinglafs to Racket's- town, whence he was to 
proceed, in conjunflion wiih major- gen. Loft us, who 
was to join him from Tullow, with the forces under 
his command, to move forward to attack the infur-^ 
' gents pcflcd on Mount-pleafant. Thefe foemed willing 
enough to engage, but the troops were prevented from 
coming to aclion here, by ot!\er orders from lieut. ge- 

J) d peral 
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neral Lake> who thought it more prudent to wait the 
afliftance and co-operation of his whole force combinedy 
than to rilk a partial engagement which might thwart 
or impede his general plan of operations. Major- 
general Needhamj who commanded in Arklow> mor* 
cd on the J9th to Gorey, and on the next day encamped 
on Oulard-hill, whence he was to proceed to Ennif* 
corthy. Greater devaftation was perceivable from Ark- 
low to Oulard, than in any other palt of the country. 
On the 19th, major-generals Johnfton and Euftace^ af-. 
ter obliging the infurgcnts polled on Lacken-hill hafli- 
ly to abur.don their fituation, proceeded to Bloomiield> 
where they encamped on the evening of the 20th • 
\vhile brigadier-general Moore reached his appointed 
flation'at Fooks's-mili on the fame evening, and major 
pen. (ir Tames DufF, wlio had marched from Newtown- 
Barry, took his ftatlon with major-general Loftus at 
Scarawalfli. In the courfc of the progreflive march of 
thcfe fcvcral divifions of the army, gyeat devaflation 
took -^^Tace ; numbers of houfes were burned, and corn 
and v^."iru3k:nd of property were plundered and de- 
flroyed^ moftly at the inftance of the yeomen returning 
to their difFcrent neighbourhoods. It is aftonifhing 
tlatlaidlorcsof all dt^'-^iptions could fo far forget their 
1. vn '.nierti;.: lg tvi join in the dcfliuflion of houfes on 
iricir l.^^.'.icj h.)v.'evcr they miglu be induced to hunt out 
their leilc^-s. in.! to iV.crifice them, and fo put an end at 
tnriz t.) their leafes. — Yet many inftances of this kind 
are rel-M'sJ throughout the country. 

Accordir.g to the pro-conceited and comprelicnfive 
plan of c.;?M:::ion3, all the genera's ai rived, with their 
ieveral divi'ion;^, Ll tiie dilRrcnt ilations to which 
tl.cv had been ordered, on tlie 2:Mh, of which they fc- 
\£r:.liy appiiicd lieutenant general Lake, who was 

himfelf> 
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lAimfclfj with his ftafFand lieutenant-general Dundas, 
ofted at Solfboroufh. — The infurgents of the northern 
art of the county of Wexford had now concentrated 
lieir force on their ftation of Vinegar-hill, and at a 
onfultation of their chiefs it was propofcd to niike a 
eneral affault on the poll of Solfborough during th-e 
ights but to this the people could not be prevailed 
pon to agree.; who chofe rather to depend upon theiT 
ery fcanty provifion of powder, and wait for open day- * 
ight to engage. It is very furprifing, that, confider- 
feng the great courage, and intrepidity difplayed by 
^hem in fo many engagements, the infurgents could ne- 
"^erbe brought to make a no6lurnal attack wherein they 
-xnuft have inevitably proved fuccefsful, as the confufion 
anto which the regular troops would have been 
thrown by fuch a proceeding, would reduce them to a 
level with irregular bodies, whofe fuperiority of num- 
))ers muft necelTarily have given them every advan- 
tage. On the 19th, general Edward Roche, and fuch 
of the infurgents of his neighbourhood as were at 
Vinegar-hill, were fent home to collefl: the whole 
. mafs of the people for general defence. By the march 
«of the army in all direflions, towards Vinegar-hill 
ajdd Wexford^ a general flight of fuch of the inhabitants 
^ could get off took place ; and as the greater part of 
the county was now occupied by the troops, the wholp 
population was compreffed into a very narrow fpace ; 
jind at this time there was not an encampment of in« 
fiirgents in the northern part of the county, except at 
"Vinegar-hill; while in the fouthern quarter the fmall 
camps of Carne and Raftoonftown were concentrated 
^t the Three-rocks. 

The alarm was now general throughout the whole 
country ; all men were called to attend the camps ; and 
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Wexford became the uoivcrfal rendezvous of (he fugl- 
livc3>who reported, with various circuoi (lances of Itor^ 
lor, tlie pvogrer* of the different armies approaching ia 
every diieclion» marking ilieirmovementa with terrible 
devaf.ation. S.'iips of war were alio feen off the coafts 
and feveral gun boats blocked up the entrance of the 
haibocr, which precluded the polTibility of any veffel 
getting out ; fo that Wexford was now on the brink of 
dcftvu£lion> and the inhabitants without the fEcalleA 
hopcof efcape. It is dreadful to coDCeivciand impoiC- 
bleto delciibei the horrors feii by all who hid thcgiir- 
fortune of being in the town on this mod crUical occa- 
fion. The melancholy fcenesoFdevaftation perpetrated 
by the army, in the country about Carrick-Byme, cjp- 
hibited a inclani;holy picture j and from the comtnamj- 
ia% fituation of the camp at the Three- rocks, on the 
mountain of Forth, the general con flag rat ion> vhicb 
was as progreffivc as the march of the troop9> wA 
clearly perceivable. Oo the approach of tl^e amj^, 
great numbers of countiymeni wiih their wives and 
children, and any little baggage they could hafltly psck 
lip, fled toward Wexfordj a» to an afyliim or place of 
refuge; and the number of thefe vras encreafed every 
inftant by the arrival of new fugitives, whodefcribetJ, 
in melancholy (train of lamentation, how their houfes 
were plundered anddeftroyeJ, and how they them- 
ft'lves had narrowly efcaped with life from the fury of 
the foldiery, who when thus let loofe and encouraged 
to range over and ravage a country, become the great- 
crt curfe that can befal it 1 ! I 



I muft however obferve, that general Moore did «!1 

in his power to prevent thefe atrocities, and got Tome 

plunderers immediately put to death; but his humane 

and benevolent intentions were not fo fuccefsfui from tlie 

leprefentations 
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teprcfentations and excitements of the refugees return* 
ing home. It is much to be regretted that he was not 
afterward left in command in the county of Wexford, 
as he was ordered to Wicklow> where his coDciliatory 
condu£l and humanity were confpicuousi and will ever 
be remembered with gratitude by the people^ who 
flocked to his (landard for prote6lion. Did Ireland en« 
joy the bleflings of fuch rulers, it would never have 
been involved in fuch a dreadful iituation. 

The reverend Philip Roche, after having fettled the 
encampment at the Three-rocks, came into Wexford 
and demanded all kinds of fuppliesfor his forces; an4 
as the inhabitants, (except the gunfmen, who attended 

for fome time on Vinegar- hill) had never quit their 
homes or affifted at any battle, they were looked upon 
in a very invidious point of view by the reft of the 
people ; who accordingly vowed the deRruflion of the 
town if all its armed men would not appear at the camp 
on the Three rocks, early the next morning, and join 
in general defence. The reverend general Roche, on 
coming into Wexford, was greatly exhaufted from his 
diligent and unremitting exertions in covering the re- 
treat from Lacken-hill, and not having taken a morfel 
of food during the whole day, lefs drink than ufual 
exhibited him in the courfe of the evening very much 
intoxicated. Of this man it is however neceffary to 
fay, that however apparently violent and boifterous, 
be was remarkable for humanity. He never fuffered 
a man to be put to death on Lacken-hill ; and the fol- 
lowing, recorded by the rev. Mr. Gordon, is a moft 
powerful inftance of his benevolence. — After dating^ 
that although «* Philip Roche was in appearance fierce 
«« and fanguinary, yet feveral perfons now living owe 
^ -their lives to his boifterous interference;'* he pro- 
ceeds 
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cceds to ftate. that " two protcfianis in a rerpeflable 
f liiuation in life, brothers, of the name of Robiiilon, 
« inliabitants of the parifli of Killcgny, being leizcd 
" and carvied to Vinegar»hill. fomc r.f their roDiAn. 
" catholic tenajits. auKious for (heir fafet/, gallopped 
" in full fpced to Roche's quarters at t.^:ii;cnj and beg- 
f.' ged his affiftance. He inimcdiatety lent an CKprels ' 
« wiih orders to bring I'le va'o R(^binfc/is to Lackeni 
•* pretending to have charges of a criminal nature 
" againtl them, for which they Ihould be iiied. The 
f mifeieants on Vinegar-bill, who were preparing to 
" butcher ttielc inen, tiiough ihey were advanced in 
'* years, and unimpeachable with any other crime than 
f that of proieftantifnij on receipt of Roche's orders* 
f lelinqulfhed tiieir fiiryi nor doubting that death 
« awaited tliem at Lacken. But Roche, whofe ob- 
" je£l was to fnatch iliefe innocent men from the jaws 
" of the blood-hounds, immediately on their arrival 
" at his quarters, gave them written proteiStions, and. 
«' fent them to their homes, where they were fooa 
" after in danger of being hanged by the king's troopsj 
" who were too ready to pronounce difloyal all fuch 
(' as had been fpared by rebel parties."* But to put the 
queftion for ever at refl, whether the infurreflion of 
this period was a war of religion, it is only neccffary 
to obferve, that this was utterly impoffiblc, notwJtli- 
Handing the fanatic deeds of fome bafe and barbarous 
individuals, fmce the militia regiment?, who fought 
with fuch determined animolicy againft the infurgentSj 
were moftly compofed of catholics. Had there beeitj 
any poffible grounds to eftablifh the rebellion a religi- 
ous one, it could not have efcaped its efFetl here, as' 
enthufiaflic bigots have however ventured to utter 
among them their envenomed fentiments. The late, 
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earl of Clare, who cannot be fufpefled of being a 

friend to catliolics^ could not have given his opinion in 

the imperial parliament, that ** religion \ras not the 

caufe cf tiie rebellion," had he not every opportunity 

from his official fituation of being perfeflly pofleffcd 

of moie information than could fall to the lot of the 

public at large. 



\. 



While the principal inhabitants of Wexford were in 
confukation, io which they were nowfummoncd, upi»a 
the beft m:">de of fclf-prefervation^ and defence, the or- 
der for all the ai»aed men to appear in camp by break- 
of-day became impevicus ; and the outcry was fo loud 
*g«nft the backward ncfs of the Wexford-men, that 
federal fet off immediately. The fix fmall cannon on 
*^rd the Guinea cutter were brought on fliore, and 
wir carriages being too fmall for land fervice, they 
^cre tied on cars and taken, thus mounted, by the fai- 
^^ to the camp at the Three-rocks, where the fear • 
^^^y of ammunition was fo great, that not a charge re- 
^*^ned for any other cannon. On this evening it was 
^^^t the Wexford guns-men had returned home from 
Vinegar-hill ; and about feventy men from the northern 
"^^ of the Slaney came into town during the night, 
^ were lodged in the barrack by captain Dixon, 
^^0 had been remarkably a£live in fpreading alarm 
through the country north of the town, through which 
*^^ had rode feveral miles to induce the people to come 
• '^to Wexfordj as it were for general defence. Early 
^^ the morning of the 20th, tlie drum beat to arms, 
-.^Qdallthe armed inhabitants marched out to camp; 
Wing none in the town b»t the guards that had been 
On duty lince the day before. Some time after, I met 
captain Dixon in the ftreet, ' booted and fpurred, and, 
ID all appearance, thoroughly equipped and accoutred 
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Etarching otjt to cainp; and as I had fecn them before 
in the morningi when they declared no imennoD of 
ihis kind; T e^iprefied my furprize at their leaving the 
tofcO) and infifled on their returning thither with me; 
but this at firft they lefufed, alledgirg thai, on my 
quitting the town, caplain Dixon haj gone about tli« 
I ftrcets threatening deatli and deflriaclion to all who 

I would not imToediatel)' gooitt to campi which bad in- 

I duced theai to Tet off accordingly. However I altered 

their rerolutioR by calming their fcarsi and by fhewing 
the letter Trom the commander in chief to capt. Dixon> 
I figRff^i^g 'hat they would ftill be on the beft duty* by 

^^H joining ihe men that were on their return ; upon which. 
^^^H they promifed to come back and give me their advice 
^^^r '"'^ alEfTance toward the proteiflion of the prilbners ; ia 
' whofc defence I declavcd I would take up arms> which I 

had not yet doncj and ftiould^ I fail, I thought it would 
be a noble death to die on fuch an occaiion. On this in- 
r formation I haftened with ail fpeed to Wexford* from 

ij which I hsd been now abfent about four hour3> on »^- 

i' count of all the delays J unavoidably experienced, the 

Three-rocks being three miles diftant from the town; 
but how great was my furprize and aftonifhmcnt on find- 
ing the latter taken poSeflion of by a vaft multitude of 
people, contifling of ieveral thoulaodSi many of whom , 
were well armed, and in fuch force as to banilTi all 
hope that the fmall number of "Wexford-mcn remaining 
in, and retuining to the town, could) in cafe of need> 
give them any eEFcflual rcfiflance. General Edward 
Roche had> as has been before mentioned) returned 
home, at a very late hour on the i^thi from the catnp 
on Vincgar-hiM, to coUeiS and lead thiiher all the mca 
in his neighbourhood. The numberof thcfcwas now , 
immcnfely enqreafed by the vaft crowds of fugitive^ 
diireD] by ilie approach of the aimy, from about Go .^ 
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rey into the part of the country called Shilmalier. 

Through this quarter captain Dixon had made an ex- 

cur{ion> on the fame day> diffiifing dreaH and alarm> 

and calling on the people to affemble for general de- 

fence at Wexford ; and unfortunately he was fo fuc- 

cefs&il in his efforts, that on the morning of the 20th, 

when the people were aflembled> and that general Ed* 

ward Roche thought to lead thena toward Ennifcorthy, 

they peremptorily refufed to proceed^ reprefenting 

Wexford, from the fuggeftions.of captain Dixon, as 

more vulnerable ; wherefore the general himfelf 

thought it more advifable to continue with this body 

of the people, now confiding chiefly of the fugitives 

from the northern parts of ll^« county. Thefe were 

continually relating their misfortunes, the cruelties they 

Affercd, and the hardfiiips they endured, to thofc with 

^hom they took refuge ; which roufed and irritated 

' 'Ac populace to fuch a pitch of fury as admits not of de- 

•*^^iption, and of which none but an eye witnefs can 

'"^'V'e^an adequate idea. All entreaties and remon- 

^**^i3ices to footh or calm the exafperated multitude 

^I'einvain: however, continuing ftill on horfeback, 

J ^^deavoured to addrefs, explain, excufe and expoftu- 

^^* and in the couife of thefe attempts, many pikes 

-^^ raifed againft me, and feveral guns and piftoU 

^Iced and pointed a? me, and veng-cance vowed 



J. ^ ^ inft me as an cran^eman ; for they vociferated that 



Ld diftinguilhed myfelf by no other feat, but aflivity 
X^ioteAing their enemies the orangemen j that I liad 



attended their camps, or I would be a judge of 
^x miferies by the view of general defolation : One 
, *X would roar out, that I had not b^en flogged as he 

, ^^2^een ; another pathetically related, that his houfc 
^■^ been burned, and he had been diiven to beggary 
li his whole family, and he would have the death of 
J E c !4 the 



} 



212 



I^SURRECTION OF THE 







the pcrfon t^at injure 1 him ; a third lamented At 
dcatii f'f" hh fatlier, another tliat of his broite;/ 
otii"i: of rhcir chii. rai}; :ind the appeal was made (ft 
in« f t'l tic Jf!e on all their various 1«.: tF r ngs and misfoi^ 
tuii.s ; while tiny pcilevringsy declared, they bsVy 
vapttd to 1)0 avenge I of th'.fe v.- ho iiad actually don 
thcjij vviong, and 1 v.asa:V.cd> if ■:miliriy circumftanc 
voiild f not lake revenge for inch injuries as theirs 
All tiiis I cnIcavoi:rcti t:> mfwri, and ilrove to ap 
the wrath of poj.uhir phi*c"»fy, by alledging that t 
la'vs (»r god ^vmc ia." "i^alVjle, an-i that they diflat 
tli-^t j'jO'-d '1 o '. ! Ne icLirn^rl f r evil. This had fo 
lia'e eiii'J-.l tor the i.iil.iiit ; out, it was. inJeed^ butiin( 
ni":;taiy. ly iiowever, coiuinued ftill unwearied in in 
t^'.:- ri'jni'j pa:ticularly enticj^vouring to prefervc Bt 
d( ..'!■ aad b' I'.ve ! fricn i, Ivli. Tu = nei> w hofe deaths tit 
tliat of a JVli. riainicitj the popiiiace 'leclared indifpe 
hW(: [n t::"ii" fati.-ifac^ion, as tluy had led out the ari» 
apnii'Q them on Wliitfunday, and ha- 1 burnt thei 
I ; ■ .. ! ' I (. - A U h o u f* h 1 k 11 e w t Ji ^x t m y friend had bum 
ft i;i»i!re, Uik V iiich he moft ;;pxcrc-y and heartily i^'** 
P'.'n.c :) y«^' • ..j*j>.^il?d to the .nuiiitude* if any oa ^ 
cr.i'1'1 prcvc ihc Ti'U allelic.] ajiainft him> and no or»^ 
ap: *:ii..-, ■ . ccnic lorxard for tl-ar purpofe> I feizc^* 
en tlv- f^iliMP^c of hopj I now entertained of his fafety ^ 
ti-iii .ing iljat li-^ life in'^lit be prrfeived by demandii* 
a tiinl, on wl.ich if no pjC).)i oi- criminality could 
aci-.lu' • K.\y it '.\^.s n-atuia' to c^n ludr, rhat his fafety matt 
be ceitiiin. I t c:! t-p.k'p tlie experiment ; but wasafB"* 
fworcd by thh i:niv,:,Ta' cry, " what trial did wcc^'^ 
<^ OiU' fVionJo a cl relitif^ms obtain wJ'-en fome wtf^ 
<^ Jiangs *] or fl:iot, aa'.! otlieis ^^iiipped or ot!ierwir<5 
*^ tci'tuifl; '^ur iiouics i>;»J propertit;s ournt and d^* 
'f flroyc'J, an.: our^t:lves hunted lik^ mad dog? ?" But^ 
I rejoined with fome ellect: « do you mean to coiR' 
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?• paiTe yourfelvcs to the perpetrators of fuch deeds, 

** OX" would you difgrace your condu6l by fuch barba- 

?* rous a(?.s :" This appeal to their principles" produced 

the contequence, providentially, as 1 fondly lioped> of 

their- conreniing to a trial, but on the exprefs condition, 

that I (hould retire and be prefent on no account. At 

this critical moment, I perceived a perfon near me 

^boml had induced to return from the Three-rocks, 

^^^ vho, true to his promife of every afliftance in his 

pO'Wer, after a variety of difficulty, had got clofe by 

^^^y together with fome others of tiie like benevolent 

"*fpofitioris, to whom I {looped down fiom on horfe- 

*^3.clc to liftcn to the arguments they humanely fuggeft- 

^d - and I muft declare, that I derived great courage 

Ji'oni their prefcnce and advice to perfift in my entrea- 

Ues in the courfe of which, t find, on cool refle£tionj 

^*^a.t I underwent great danger, of which I was by no 

'^^^ans fo fenfibie at the time, until afterward informed 

*^y inany, who were kind enough to hold me in regard, 

^l^ilethiy prevented uifFerent peifons from fhooting me. 

^ Untreated the particular perfon before-mentioned, to 

Procure men whofe humanity could not be doubted to 

■ ^y the prifoners, and when he fhould have fu'.ccoded 

*^ give me notice, as I would endeavour in the mean 

■-Hiie to delay the people who were infifting that I 

^*^Ould retire, *^ as," they declared, *« I would go to 

the devil to fave Turner." I did promife to retire 

^^ Toon as I could have proper perfons appointed to fit 

^^ trial over the prifoners, when my liumane frienj 

"^^koned to mc, fignifying that he was ready. I then 

^^nt into the committee- houfe, where although capt. 

^"^Xon, and Morgan Byrne, whofe fanguinary difpofi- 

^lon X was well aware of, infifted that they fliould be 

^B the trial, I could not oppofe their appointment ; but, 

liowever, four out of fcven, which was the number 

chofen. 
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bumanely offered tliemrelrcij haviog previoufly pro* 
mired me that t!.cy would not confent to put any one 
to death. I made uft of another ftratagca, by pro- 
poling an oath, thai in their proceedings they would 
not be guided by public prejudice. "but by jullice and, 
the evidence before ihem. This was with a view, if 
poflible) to fecure the aJTiflance and co-operation even 
of the moCl fanguinary, and the feven were accordingly 
fworn to that eife^. By this contrivance, and the Ib- 
lemn alTurance of the four perfons, that they would 
not confent to the condemnation of any oncj I fondly 
lioped I had fecurcd the life of my friend from danger; 
and being fully con^dent of the fuccefs of my plan, X 
left its fQbfe(]ueDt management to a perfon on wbofe fin- 
cerity I could rely, and to whofe worth I am forry at not 
having ihe liberty to do jaftice by naming him; and 
havingmadefiireof focha friend to humanity, I thought 
it ihotl prudent to retire, in order to pleafe the people* 
the inclinations of many of whom I had now thwarted 
for hours ; and I had good reafon to fuppofc they would 
(hen be more inclined to liflen to a new man. 

The feven perfons appointed to fit on the trial pro- 
ceeded from the committce-hoiife to the gaol, where 
they wentinto a fmall bed-chamber, infiJe the gaoler's 
kitchen, in which captain Dixon had left five prifoners 
whom he had doomed as the firfl viSims for condemna- 
tion ; but he here met with an oppoliiion of which h'e 
was not until tliat'monient at all aware. The mem- 
bers of this kind of popular tribunal divided; three 
were for death ; but the other four true to their pro- 
mifej and unwavped in their humane inclinations,, 
firmly declared, that they confidered ihemfelves merely^^ 
appointed to prevent malfacre, and to fave the lives o^^ 
the prifouerSj and would jiot attend or lillen to any r^^^ 
prpffntfltit — -J 
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prefentation from Dixon or his fellows. This pro- 

duceci a very violent altercation, and great danger vfai 

to bei apprehended by the friends of humanity, as Peter 

Byrr^e aflually ruflied into the room, and threatened 

thcETi with inftant dcftru61ion, if they did not agree to 

the <death of the prlfoners. Some others of Dixon'i • 

blood -thiifty afibciates had got into the gaol and were 

fclciS^ing fnch of the prifoners as they pleafed to doom 

«t objefts of deftruflion ; but although Dixon's owa 

"^ftgns cannot be doubted of ravening for blood, and 

that he was wMling and eager to attempt any thing to 

gain his objeft ; yet, as the four men refolutely perfe- 

^cred in refufing to agree to the death of any man at 

*«ch a crazy and phrenfical moment, he was going to 

Retire from a place, where his fanguinary views and 

croel fentiments were cppofed and over-ruled, and k 19 

''^^Te than probable, that the fanguinary, retarded for 

"Oxirs in the onfct, would have cooled in-their fury, 

•'^cl have recovered fentiments of humanity fufficient 

^^ I>rcvent them from putting any one to death, were 

^\ ^ot for two informers, Charles Jackfon, a carver and 

8**der,* and O'Connor, an organift, both of 

^'^'^Oin had not long redded in Wexford, and who were 

^^^ off from the fociety of the other prifoners, then la 

^ Saol. Thefe, as ill fate would have it," thre\r 

^tUfelves on their knees to cantain Dixon, acknow- 

^ S^d that they were orangemeuy and ready to give 

^^y information, provided their lives might be fpared. 

^^On, before in defpair, at finding his fanguinary 

^I^es baffled and blaftcd, readily agreed to their pro- 

'^^'^la as it afforded a new profpc^: of perpetrating 

^ infernal defignr. He inRantly addrcflcd the people, 

^Oabled before the gaol, flating, that two orangcmen 

become informers, and that proceeding to trial 

was 

* Th« author of WcxforJ CrucltiM. 
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waslfieicfore anneccirary, as theevitlcnce of Lliefc men 
mud be concliifive. It may eafily be conceived, that, on.-" 
this communication, honilily vociferated by Dixon, and' 
rc-cchocd by bis wife, the populace became ungoveio- 
able! The people infl an tly approved of his plan, and de- 
manded that all oi angcDOcn IlKmUl be fcnl out to them ;' 
but his firft care was to turn the men who oppofed h'la-, 
bloody fchemes out of the gaol) of which he and his 
favagc aObciates look complete poflcflion. Kenneih.i 
Mathcwfon, as one of the pcrfons denounced by the inJ 
formers, was then turned out and immediately fhot aC 
the gaol door, ' John Aikiiis, a painter and glazier, 
was another againft wh(>m they gave infnrmaiiop ; and 
he being one of thofe whom Dixon had originally^ 
brought down for trial, as deftined viflims for immola*! 
doa, he was ftill in the gaoler's kitchen, when, bear^ 
ing himlelf called fur by name, he ran into the inner* 
room and hid under the bed, whcie he lay concealed 
until all danger was over. While thefe unfoiefeeiK 
but melancholy events were paihng, I had retired I 
full afTurancC) that the people would he appeafed i 
and notwithflanding that they had peremptorily for-^ 
bidden my being prefent at any trial, yet I was iq 
hopes, as appearing no longer on horfeback, that 1 
might get into the gat>l unobferved, and endeavour t.« 
afiift thole who had undertaken the humane and pHf^ 
lanthropictafk of piote6*ion. But great was my amaz^ 
ment, indeed, at finding the moll violenttbrcats utieri 
againft me, as I approached the multitude. I therefo-"^ 
thought it moft prudent to fuffer myTelf-h) be led 
Iwo young women, who hurried me into ^'boufe, t 
door of whicli happened t'l be open, and wbile tl: 
were explaining tu me thecaufe of this fuddcn ftr.J i. 
expefled tumuli, a fhot vras fired, and it was ilin.in 
rumoured through the crowd, that colonel Lefiia ni 

-"4 
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Tcilled ; upon which> I could not help exclaiming, 

tha,t they had put an innocent man to death! I then 

declared my determination to go out and endeavour to 

ft op fuch a fcene of butchery. On this a man who 

kiicw me feized upon me and pofitively infiftcd Ifhould 

ttot leave the houfe, as juft before I had come up, he 

"3,ci heard the people vow vengeance againft me, in fo 

^^liement a mannet, that he was certain I muft inevi- 

^^l>ly perifh, flhould I attempt to interfere. — On find- 

^^^g that it was not poffible for me to do any good, the 

^3.reof courage I had hitherto felt quite foiTook me 

••^ tiliisjunfture: f burft into tears, and funk into a ftate 

^^ infenfibility ! When the mob had in fo me degree^ 

"*^I>erfed, I was fupported homewards by this good- 

'^^ttiTcd man, but was obliged from faintinefs to Hop 

c on the way before I reached my lodgings. 



It: is confidently alked by many, why the clergy 

^ principal inhabitants did not interfere to prevent 

acre ? There were but few of the inhabitants at all 

t:lie town, and I faw moft part of the few that had 

*^5iined in Wexford on that day, together with fome 

^I'gymen, do all in their power to reftrain the fury of 

^^ people, and prevent the fpilling of blood; but, I 

*^ Viclieve, that under exiiling circumflances it was im- 

ible to controul th^ multitude, inflatned as they 

by the reprefentations of Dixon and his aflbciates; 

3 in fuch eminently critical cafes, it is not every one 

. ^^t h<s nerves ftrong enough to encounter the impend- 

^S danger. For my own part, although I was cou- 

^S^ous enough in the beginning of the day, yet I 

^^nd myfelf afterwards in fuch a ftate as to be incapa* 

*^ of any exertion. I therefore doubt much, whether 

^y perfon afking fuch queftions, would have fortitude 

^^ <^harity enough to ftep forward on fuch an occafion, 

\ 'attempt to fave any one's life, fo much as by dc- 

F f daring 
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daring a truth favourably to his prerervation ; a coa- 
dufl that ought to flow even from fpontancou3 genc- 
Toiity or gratitude for maierial obligation; but fucli 
flight interference as this was'cxtraiSed hy no mptive 
fromj but, in fomeinftances rcfufeJ or perverted by the 
, like hypocritical and mock phitanthropidsi with thofe 
■who put thefe prefumptuous interrogatories. But to 
judge fairly of the conduA of anothcr> it is neccITary 
to be placed in a limiUr fiEuatlon. 

After the death of Mathcwfoni captain Qixon and hU 
wife propofed, that thofe who were to be put to death* 
fhould be brought down to the bridge, whither the mob 
ictired. Eighteen intended for execution were firil con- 
dueled from the gaol, under a Urong guard, headed by 
Dixon, flanked by the two orange informersi whom he 
wiflied to exhibit as the grand fupport of liis conduft. 
Thefe informevs were brought into a public billiard- 
room on the caftom-houfe-quay, (and not at all to the 
biidge, to which it is adjacent) where ibcy underwent 
an examination, at which Dixoa prefided. It is pro- 
bable, that thefe informers did not- give informatioa 
againd every one that was put to death on this occa- 
fion ; but it is a certain truth, and an evident fail, that 
the information of thefe men was efteemed of fuch 
confequeoce, even by fuch a faiiguinary tribunal, that 
their fervices faved their lives. The fate of the pri- 
foners was quickly decided, on their being conduced to 
the bridge, as the proceedings concerning them were 
fummary indeed. It was alked, did any one koov 
vany cood aflion of the intended viflim Aifficient to 
fave his life ? and if no anfwer was made, the aOertioa 
of an individual of fome deed agwnfl the people^ was^i 
COQcluUTe evidence of gudt, and immediately dealt:^ 
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^as the confequence, on his primary denunciation by- 
captain Dixon. Some, however, efcaped with their 
lives> on the interference of fome perfon ftepping for- 
ward in their favour. A few were fliot, but the 
greater number fuffered by being piked, and fome of 
thofe with aggravated circumftances of barbarity. All 
the bodies were thrown over the bridge, but neither 
ilripped, nor their pockets rifled, which I fhould 
fcarcely have believed, but that I have been pofitively 
affured, that watches and money were found upon them 
when afterward difcovered. Captain Dixon fent from 
time to" time for different perfons to the feveral places 
of confinement, and at int^ervals came out to announce 
further difcoveries from the informers. This admira- 
bly fuited his helliih purpofe of putting all the pri- 
foners to death ; which he might unfortunately, have 
cfFefled, butthat providence was at length pleafed to 
interpofie, while the minds of the populace feemed 
trrought up to the moft defperate pitch of cruelty ! — 
The reverend Mr. Cotrin, who had been abfent from 
the town the whole of the day on parochial duty, had 
but juft returned when he was fent for by Mr. Kellett, 
then on his defence at the bridge. Thither the reve- 
rend gentleman inftantly repaired, and, having thrown 
himfelf on his knees, entreated they might join him in 
prayer; when he fupplicated the almighty, to fliew 
the fame mercy to the people as they would fhevlr to 
th^ir prifoners ; and with that he addreffed them in 
fuch feeling, pathetic and moving language, that he 
thereby faved the lives of feveral who had been juft 
ordered to the bridge from the market- houfe by Dixon. 
While the rev. Mr. Corrin was on the fatal fpot, Mr. 
Efmonde Kyan, who Wad been wounded in the 
ftioulder at the battle of Arklow, lay at the moft ex- 
«ruciating torture^ in a houfe at Ferry-bank, on the 

F f a / country 
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country fide of ihe wcoden-bridge; but on heariag 
what was giing forward, he inftanily got out of bed. 
ran to ibc fat^t fpni, and, by his animated conduct and 
addrefs, relcucd Mr. Nevton King, »nd captain Mil- 
Wardj of llie Wei.ford tnilitia, with fome others, from 
tlie fury of the populace. General Edward Roche. 
alio, by. hU 'lumaoe interference, fnaiched Mr. James 
GopilaU and others from the javs of death ; while 
diffient other pcrfons of inferior note, and fome even 
of t'ls lower da's, interpdfe J fo as to fave one or other 
of their neighbours j and at length it pleafed god, that 
this honi.i butchery ceafed 1 The cathniic clevgymen 
and a!) the piincipal inbabitaints who remained in the 
town that day, exhau[led every means In their power 
in endeavours to appeafe the rage of tijc pnpuVace. of 
vhomj it is ncccflary to ohfervej they could have 
little or no perfonal know'.eJge, as the outrageous 
multitude had colUfleJ from the noithern paiis of the 
county, and rit at all lompofed of W'exford-nien, over 
whom they might be fuppofed to have fome local in- 
fluence. But fuch 35 have not been eye-witncfles, and 
who have hot, even in that cafc, been lomeiime? among 
and converfant with t^ie people, can have hut a very 
inadequate idea of the danger of inti'iFfence agajnft 
thr n.icontrou'able fury of a rabble eAiperatcd to the 
highefl pitch by the iiiciiienEs I have endeavoured to 
defcribe. Dreadful and lliocUing events are moft ful>- 
jefl to mifrcprcfentalion!f> a* inlivi'luals will iinagine 
exceires according to their fcvpral feelings, and altho* 
it is confidently alTerteil, that ninety Tevrn we.e put to 
death on the bridge, I have good reafon to believe that 
thirty- five was.tSe number that fuffered. Among the 
vafionp occupatir^ns sfTumeri by difFcjent pcrfons in 
thecourfe o*" th'is meUncboly catiftioplie, one man, in 
a moft audible voice, coonteU the victims one by one. 
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as they were put to death ; and I have further reafon 

to believe, that thirty-five was the exa6l number of 

fufFerers on the bridge, and one at the gaol door; 

J^mounting, in all, that day in Wexford to thirty-fix • 

a^ on moft particular enquiry, even with the help of 

th^ lifts publifherfy as well as from perfonal knowledge^ 

i am enabled to know, that feveral who arc ftated to 

iaVe been facrificed on the bridge that day, fufFered not 

then, nor there, nor at all in Wexford ; fo that I hope 

humanity will induce a future retraflation of the lifts 

alluded to, not only as the affertors have been *ev id entTjr 

impofed upon, but as alfo their publication muft help 

to keep up thofe animofities, which they profefs they 

do not wifh to eincourage. But, if writers will pttfift 

^n publiflhing thofe lifts, why not, for the fake of ge- 

'^^ral and true information, publifh the number of the 

'*^iUed and wounded, by whatever means, on both fides; 

^-nce it muft ftamp the chara£terof a pajtifan to detail 

^ut one'fide of the queftion ? — On that ever to be la- 

'"^^nted day, there are many who ran great rifque of 

-P^^fonal fafety in becoming advocates for the unfortu- 

: I wifh I could learn of as many, who exhibited 

^al proof of finceriry in favour of the haplefs and 



i.-*"^ fated people! Were this the cafe, I verily believe 

*^ould not have to relate the dreadful defolation in 

^^ ^ dountv of Wexford. In critical times, fuch aa 

^ *^Ce, certainly different circumftances will excite dif- 

"^ ^^nt fcnfations ; but with refpedl to the bufinefs be- 

^^^^^^'^ us, the faying of a moft liberal piot^ftant gentle- 

«^ maft be regarded a^ pofleiTing peculiar force in re- 

ng mifreprefentation. lie fays, « I have heard 

f hundreds of catholics in the county of Wexford, 

ho have, at the rilque of their lives, faved protef- 

^sints i. but I have not heard of a fingle proteftant 

I « who. 
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' who encountered any danger toTave the life of a 
' catholic." 

The black flag that appeared in Wexford on this 
f day is, among other things, talked of with various chi- 
Bicrical conicflures, and its iintoriety as denouncing 
laETacre has bten confidently recorded ; notwithiland- 
ing that it is :in abfolut« fadt, that this identical black 
flag was, throughoui tlic whole infurrefilion, borne by 
a particular corps, and the carrying of banners of that 
colvar, was, by no means, a fingular circumftance dur- 
ing that period, as flags of that and tvcjy other hue^ 
except orange, were waved by the infurgenis, and from 
their diifcrcnC dies ingenious conjefiares, however' 
groundlefs, for the matntenance of prejudice, may be 
tnadc as to the fevera! difpofitions of the bodies who 
moved under them, as little founded in faii or inten- 
tion, as was the oiiginaldcHination of the black enflga 
ia quellioD, 

Altho' general Edward Roche had tlic nominal com- 
mand of the great body of men, that came into Wex- 
ford on this day, yet his authority appears to have been 
very limited, when he was not able to lead them to the 
intended deftination ; but it became ftill lefs on his ar- 
rival in that town, where Dixon, who was his brother- 
in-law, had gained fuch an afcendency, although pof- 
[ fefled of not even any nominal command ; being but a 
general bluflcrer, aft'ecling great confe(]uence) galloping 
from camp to camp, and feeking every opportunity of * 
doing mifchicf, generally while the battles were going ^ 
on, and at one of whici he never appeared but in the ^ 
back-ground. His denomination of captain was owing^ 
to his being mafter of a (loop which traded to and from^ri 
Wexford. This man's coaduft was in complete contra — 4 
di6tioi^d 
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diflion to the fentiments of Roche, who wasj on his 
fubfequent furrcnder, in December 1799? tried by a 
court-mArtial in Wexford, on a charge of *« aiding and 
'* abetting the murders on the bridge, on the 20th. 
of June 1798." — But his humane exertions appeared 
fo meritorious beforeN that tribunal, that he was ac- 
quitted of this charge, which could not poffibly b€> 
as he poffeffed command, had it not. been perfeflly 
proved, that fuch command was merely nominaU 
as his orders and endeavours were counterafted by per-' 
fens having no command whatever, but what arofe froo^ 
inflammatory addreffes to the populace, urging them 
to take exemplary vengeance of their enemies, ii| 
which they were unfortunately but too fuccefsful. 

In the firft houfe I had been obliged to ftop at on tha 

i«^ay to my lodgings, I met a gentleman to whom I was 

dideavouring to give fome account of what had occur- 

^ed, while Dixon was paiBng by, with the two orange 

Jnfofmersi one on each fide of him. The gentleman ran 

^^t and .began to plead for mercy, exjpreffing at the 

'^'nc time a hope, that Dixon would come into the 

*^U.fe and confult with me before he would put his 

^^gns into execution. But on this Dixon exclaimedt 

X3 It to confult Mr. Hay, wh6 has already deferved 

^eath for the part he has taken in flopping us fo long 

*'x*Dm taking revenge of our enemies ? Here are two 

^ ^^^angemeny who have become informers, and there 

^re the men I am going to have put to death^i (point- 

^ ^*ig to the prifoners that were following him under a 

strong military guard) and when I have. done with 

^liefe, I fliall then treat Mr. Hay in the fame man- 

^ ^er." — ^When Dixon had pafled on, the gentleman 

rned and offered to condu6l me home, but I was 

n obliged to ftop on the v/ay in a houfe where the 

wives 

/ 
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wives and dsiigbtfrs of fome ofBcers, affiiglited by the 
general alarm, ran lo me in tears, while all I could do 
was to join in their lamentaliuns. I certainly ilioold 
not have bad fufficicnt power to walk any farther, had 
I not taken » glafs of wine they kindly offered me. 
However, I at length arrived at the ho'ufe where I bad 
been fincc the infurrci5lion> and there reraaioed in a 
ftate of ftupid inreofiSility, until I was roufed by fevcral 
ladies, who preflTed me lo come to dinner, Khich was 
tinufually late that day ; and although I was able to 
carve for the ladies, I could not taflc a morfel myfelf. I 
Shortly after a mefTenser came for me from lord 
Kingflxirough and his officers requefling my immediate 
attendance. I inRantly complied, although I had 
little hopes of being able to afFurJ them any relief, yet, 
I would not refufe to try my beft endeavours. On ' 
getting into the ftreet, I met a crowd of people pro- 
ceeding to a particular houfc, with intention, as I fooa ■ 
difcovercd, of bringing out Mr. Jofeph Gray, lieute- 
nant of ibc Wexford cavalry, who had tranfported his 
fervant. I had the prefence of mind to fay, that Mr. 
Gray was out figljiing fur them, and that they feemcd to ' 
me not tobeable lodiftinguifli their friends from theii [ 
cncmjes; which fortunately prevented them from pro- 
ceeding any favllicr; for I knew he was in the houfe, 
and had too n-uulj reafon tu fear, that tipnn their forcing '' 
into it, his death and many more, mufl have been the 
inevitable eonfcqupnce. This device proving fuccefs- 
ful, gave me more couiagc to go on to lord Kiogfbo- 
rough's lodgings, where I was refitCed admittance. I 
However, I fpoke to him and his ofGcei's, as they ap- 
peared at the windows, and declared* that as long I was ■ 
alive niyfelf, they might depend upon every exertion J 
of mine in their behalf. Sliortly after I fortunately-^ 
met general Edward Roche, whafe humane excilionai 
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to prevent them, were as confplcuou^ as his lamenta- 
tions were fincere for the dreadful fccnes then exhibit- 
ing. I conjured him to hafteii down to the bridge, and 
there to reprefent the urgent neceflity of the people's 
jgittendjince at Vinegar-hill, fuggefting that he could, 
with more propriety than any ojther, interpofe his au- 
thority with a'profpeft of fuccefs, as he was himfelf 
tailed on to attend by all the chiefs in the camp ; and 
as an exprefs was fent from Vinegar- hill to Wexford 
dcttiipding reinforcements, and expreffing furpriz^ 
thlt Edward Roche had not come, with the force of 
tils' neighbourhood, which he had been fent home to 
Colleft and bring along with him. Thefe confidera- 
tlons infpired the general with new vigour' to endea- 
vour to lead thefe men out of the town, which he at 
kngth efFefled, and the people marched off under his 

cOAifiand out of Wexford. 

\ 

When the town was thus cleared of its dreadful vifi- 
tOTS, about eight o'clock in the evening, Tobtainedadmif- 
fion to lord Kirigfborough and his officers. We jointly 
took a retrofpe6live view of the horribly diftrafled 
ftate of the country, as well as of its impending danger, 
and after a variety of confAiltation between us, it was 
agreed, that the only mode of preferving Wexford and 
all its inhabitants from deftruflion was, that early ori 
the next morning, I fhould accompany lord K^ingfbo- 
rough to the army; and by an explanation of exifting 
circumftances it was hoped that the town might be 
.fpared from the dreadful fate which feeroed to await it 
every inftant. Wexford w^as indeed at this period iii 
a moft perilous Tituation. Intelligence had arrived 
there of the approach of three different armies, one pf 
which was advanced as far as Oulard, anotl>^r bad ar- 
rived at Eonifcorthjr, and the progreflive march of the 

G g . third 
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tliird was confpicuous the evening before from t6c 
Three-roc Us, hy ihc infurgcnts Rationed there, who on 
t he-morning of i his day proceeded lomeet ii. The goi*' 
boats on the coafl alfo made a. formidabie appciianc 
as announced by the men who had been flaiiotied aiifci * 
fort of RcDarC) but who now -abandoned thai poft 
and fled into Wexford, bunging the alarming neW* 
that feveral flups of war. and other armed velTels \rer~^ 
approaching the harbour. Bylhc time we had fettle*^ 
all matters, relative to our departure en ihisexpediti*^*^* 
Jiext morning, it was advanced iff the night, and tf* ^* 
Wexford-men were flocking home from the battle c-^" " 
Fooks's-mill. I had then propofed to go and con fu^^^ 
the pi'incipal inhabitants, whofe co-operation and affiifc::::--' 
ance were fo neieflary in fuch an undertaking, bu -* 
which I made not the leail doubt of obtaining, and^^^ 
took my leave of his lordfbip and the other officers. "^ 
promifing to return to them early on the next morn— -* 
ing. It was a confidcrablc time before I could coUe£^^^^ 
a fufficient number of the principal inhabitants to com — " — " 
jnunicatc my intentions to them; and, even when im -*: 
was at length effefled, their confuiion 'was fuch, tha*'-^ 
it was agreed to poflpor.c the bufinefs until early in thi 
following morning, then to meet at captain Keugh's. 
houfe, where the fubjcfl would be taken into confide- 
lalion by a general aflcmbly, which could not be 11^ 
wcU formed at that time of the night. 
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About three o'clock In the afternoon of the twentieth" 
the army under the command of gen. Moore, bega 
to march from its encampment at Loag-graigue, tlw 
feat of the reverend Mr, Sutton, toward T^'aghmon, »i» 
iiad proceeded but iialfa-milc, when the infurge* 
force from the Three- rock 9, led on by their general tl 
reverend Fhllip Roche, appeared in view at -apla- 
' call- 
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called Fooks's mill. Each party immediately com- 
menced the attack, which lafted with various fuccefs 
and great obftinacy> on both fides, for four hours, whei^ 
the infurgents having expended the whole of their am- 
fiaunition at the very moment that it is faid the troops 
vverc on the point of giving way, thought proper to 
retiirc, and made a good retreat to their original Ration 
^^ ^he Three^rocks. In this engagement, from the na- 
tdire of the ground, the great body of the pike-men. 
^oiald not be brought into aflion, fo that there were 
more of the infurgents engaged, than about an 
nOmber with that of the army againft them, 
^'^hofe lofs too is faid to be confiderably greater than 
^^^irs; but although general Moore's difpatches con- 
ling the engagement have been publifhed, yet the 
of the killed and wounded, mentioned to have 
"^«ii fcnt with the general's letter, has been fuppreff- 
fo that I have not been able to obtain the officiil 
ount of this particular. The infurgents, as ufual, 
not attempt to rietreat until they had fired their 
fliot, when two regiments under lord^Dalhovifie 
perceived coming up to reinforce general Moore. 
« infurgents in the retreat, brought away with them, 
>^^out of the.fix fmall cannon wljkh they brought out 
ith them; all of which had been faftened oji com- 
n cars with ropes, and the remaining ones they loft, 
*^^oaufe the car upon which it "was mounted having 
■^^-^n broken by falling into a dhch, it was left there. 
c Wexford-men, who were in this engagement, at- 
ded their companions to the Three-rocks, and then 
I^'^^^ceeded to the town, where they arrived late at 

Ceneral Johnfcyi, had fmart fkirmifhing with the out- 
I^^>Ils of the infurgents from Ennrfcorthy on the 2,0th, 

G g 2 9^ 
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on liis arrival at Bloorofield, within a mile of Ennif- 
corthy. Early on the morning of the iift> a genera! 

alTaiilt was made on the infurgent force encamped on ' 
Vinegar-hill by general Lake, while the town of Eti- 
, nifcorthy was attacked hy general Johnfonj which he 
carried after an obftinate relijtance for two hours> with 
great flaughter of the infurgcnts> whofe defence of the 
place was moft wonderful, confiderjng that they had 
but a few pounds of powder to diftrlbute to their 
whole force on the preceding evening; fo that it is aflo- 
nirtiing how they could venture, with fuch a fcanty 
provilion of ammaninon> to give any oppofiiion to an 
army of great force, perfeflly equipped and appointed, 
and abundantly provided with every neceffary. Even 
on Vineg:ir-hill there were but two charges for can- 
non ; one of which was fired againft the army ap- 
proaching from Soliborough, and the other difmount- 
ed cannon polled at the DufFrey-gate at Ennifcorihy; 
and although a great number of cannon and bombs 
were fired from the royal artillery toward Vinegar- 
hill, only one man was wounded and none killed by 
the fhot from the ordnance. The infurgenis notwith- 
ftanding their defencelefs' (ituation, difplayed vaft cou- 
rage and intrepidity before they abandoned the billj 
which ihey were at length obliged to do, and great 
numbers qf them fel! on this occafion. All fufpeiSlcd' 
perfons were-pui to death in Ennifcorthy, and feveral ' 
houfes were fet on fire ; among the reft that which bad . 
been nfed by the infurgents as an hofpital, which, togc- | 
therwith all the wounded men in it, were totally confuia- 
ed. A free paffage ivas left for. the infurgents to retreat 
to Wexford, as tlie divinon of the army under general 
Needham, from fome unaccountable reafon, had not ■ 
come up in time to join thebattle; and from the route this 
divilion took, it .is furptifing thai it did aoc fall in wkh 

the , 
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tie infurgent force under general Edward Roche, who 
^^^as alfo too late for the engagexneiK^^ as he only tr- 
i*ived juft at the commencement of the retreat of the 
ij3furgents> which, however, he covered with his mcnt 
ft'om Darby- gap» and reftrained the career of the c^- 
-valry that were in full purfuit of the infurgents dif- 
lodged fcom Vinegar-hill. 

L>ord Kingfborough was fo anxious to carry the plm^ • 
"■^^c had agreed on for the'falvation^of the town ijotO; 
execution, that he fent for me before three o'clock ia 
'Khe morning on the zifif when I had fcarcely time to 
aye taken any reft. I inftantly got up and went to 
im, when I fpund him arrayed in full uulform, and 
onipletely equipped to fet out that moment, which he 
anted me. to do alfo ; but I reprefented to him the 
anger of going through the country in fuch appareU 
s he then was? and that, at all events, our fafety could 
ot be fecured without the concurrence of the people 
ith our plan, which, howerer, I thought, would be 
afily obtained, as I related to him the converfation I 
eld \^th the principal inhabitants on the night preced* 
E xig ; arid that I expeded to meet ihem again on the 
Cbbjeft at an early hour that morning. He and his 
officers then entreated me to haften the meeting, and to 
iave the drum beat to arms, for-tbe people to affemblej 
^^at their confent might be obtained, as there was no 
^'^o^cto be loft, in carrying into efFeS the only means of 
^^'^ing the ^twn from total deftruClion : for we diftin^Stly 
l^.ard the report of the cannon from Ennifcorthy, 
vVi^re the battle had juft then commenced. I imme* 
ix^ely w<?nt and rapped up the principal inhabitants 
Wareft to nxe> whom I commiflioned to call up their 
neighbours ; and thus ia a fl)ort time was the whole 

tpwn loufed from fluniber. A meeting cQxifequentljr 

took 
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took pUce it the faoufe of captain Keugti> vhere U 
WW ibought a<lvlfeable that doflor Jacob Oiould ac- 
company lord Kingftijrough and me ; but on further 
coniemplation, inClcad of oncj it was judged neccflaiy 
to lend out three deputations from the town to the 
three different armies approaching, left one might not 
be able to effei\ its purpofe; and it was alfo thought 
inoft prudenijthat lord Kingfborough fhould not leave 
the lowni but that it fhould be infiantly furrcndcrcd 
to liimj as militavjr crunmander; and doflor Jacobs 
who was prcfent, offered to reaffume the office nf may- 
or; fo that this was putting alt kind of civil and mili- 
tary authoniy into the fame hands in which they were 
before the inTurre^lion ; and thus did the inhabitants of 
Wexford do every thing confident with duty by taking 
the earlieft opportuniij' of returning to their allegiance, 
which> by the fundamental principles of the conftiiu- 
tioHj could never be arraigned, as they were not only 
abandoned! but even furrcndei^ed to the infurgentSj by 
thofe who were bound, by every lii of duty and interefli 
to protect them, but who intlead of afling as they 
onght, fent a deputation of furrender, and fhamefully 
fled, leaving even their own wives and families) toge- 
ther with the other inhabitaotsi under the uncontroul- 
able fway of the conquerors, whom they thus confti- 
tulcd regular enemies. ^ 

Captain M'Manus of the Antrim militia and myfelf 
were appointed to proceed to the army at Cjpard, with __ 
the propofal of the inhabitants of Wexford and lord 
Kinglborongh's difpatches; captain O'Hca of the 
North Cork militia, and Mr. Thomas Cloney, were 
deputed on the like miffion to Ennifcorth^; and cap- 
lain Eourke of the North Cork militia, and Mr. Ro- 
bcuCartywere fcnc to the army of Taghmon. The 
meeting 
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liieeting was then adjourned to the cuftom-houre-quay 

t:oprDpofe thefe arrangements Co the people, ^(Temblcd 

Z liere on parade for the purpofc. They approved of 

^irery ftep that had been taken with three c heers; and 

L lie buHnefs was concluded by a mod feeling addrefs 

fxom do6lor Jacob, in tears, tp the people, whofe good 

pinion, on all occafions, he was fo happy as to poiTefSf 

being very attentive in his duty as phyfician and 

:£\irgeon to the wounded. A deputation then went to 

Xord Kingfborough*s lodgings to inform him of the^de- 

"termination of the 'people; and his lordfliip upon ac- 

^=:eptiBg of the military command of the town, applied 

-Ko captain Kcugh for his fword ; but be, taking] a 

-^fc;vrong impreffion of the folemnity of the previous pro-" 

^r^eedings, and imagining himfelf entitled to march out 

^kX the head of the people to meet the army approaching; 

-t le town, hie propofed furrcndering it and the fword 

together, to the officer principal in command of the 

^Lrmy approaching the town ; but not finding one fup- 

I>orter of this propofed fcheme, he rcluflantly furren- 

^<red to lord Kingfborough his fword and other arms^ 

^^t with the greateft formality. 

I-ord Kingfborough, thus invcfted with the military 

^^thority in Wexford, fet about writing difpatches to 

^xie feveral officers commanding the different armies ap- 

X^^Oaching the town, informing them, «« That the 

town of Wexford had furrendered to him, and ia 

confequence of the behaviour of thofe in the town 

during the rebellion, they fliould all be proteded in 

Jierfon and property, murderers excepted, and thofe 

Mrho had iofligated others to commit murder, hoping 

thefe tero^s might be ratified, as he had pledged his 

bonour in tlie mofl folemn manner to have thefe 

terms fulfilled on the town being furrendered to him» 

' ' ' «f the 
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« the Wexfordnien not. being concerned in the maf- 
** facvC) which was perpetrated by countiy people in 
" their abfence."* 

With thefe dlfpatches were enclofed as a further ' 
document the following propofals from the people of 
Wexford: " That captain M'Manus fhall proceed from 
" Wexford toward Oalardj accompanied hy Mr. Ed- 
" ward Hay, appointed by llie inhabitants of all rell- 
" gious perfoafionsi to inform the officer commanding 
" the king's troops, that tbey are ready tr> deliver up 
«' the town of Wexfoid, without oppofilion, to lay 
" down their arms and return to their allegiance, pro- 
« Tided that their perfons and propeities are guaranteed 
•< by the commanding officer; and that they will ufe 
" every influence in tlieir power to induce the people 
" of the country at large to return to their allegiance ; 
" and thefe terms it is hoped captiun M'Manus will 
" be able to procure. ' 
" Signed by order of the inhabitants of Wexford, 
<■ Wexford, June u, .798." " MATTHEW KEUGH. 



All matters being thus arranged, I went doi 
ihc gaol for captain M'Manus> as well as to announce 
ihe news to all the prifcmers. As I had, on a former 
occalion, confulted them on the letter, written in their 
name and behalf, and as thty were univerfally pleafcd 
with my fcntiments. they all crowded about tne, many 
of them even in their fiiirts, and when I communicated, 
tothem the purport of the mlflion of captain M'Minua 
and myfelf, the joy they manifcfled can only- 
conceived by fuch as have been in a fimilar lituatioo. 
They eKprelTed fentiments of the utmoft kindncfs t" 
me in particular and hearty fuccefs to our undertaking 
Captain M'Manus then accompanied me to lord King""^ 
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borough, who waited his arrival to confult with him 
and the principal inhabitants together; and when all 
things were adjufted between them, and that his lord- 
fliip had written his difpatches, enclofing the propofal 
of the townfmen, the captain and I fet out, bearing 
thefe credentials, and proceeded as far as Caftle-bridgCi 
where, finding that the troops which had been ftationed 
at Oulard, had moved to\^'ard Ennifcor hy, we thought 
it heft to direil our courfe thither. As yet we had met 
with none but women and children who were bewail- 
ing their wretched condition in the moft piteous ftrains. 
Shortly afterwards, however, we met captain Dixon 
who had been prefent at-the approval of our deputation 
by the people of Wexford in the morning; but the 
plan not correfponding wMth his fentiments, he had (et 
Out with intention to gain over a party in the country 
to way-lay and put us to death, but as all the men had 
gone to camp, he could not find accomplices to affift 
him in this undertaking, Soon after we met Morgan 
Byrncj a man of the fame (lamp, who w^as Dixon's af- 
fqciate the day before, and whofc cowardide and cru- 
elty were equally confpicuous,* he accofted us in the 
I^oft a'brupt and farage manner, vowing death and de- 
flru6lion againft numbers, amongft whom he was 
Jileafed to include myfelf and my companion, whom he 
Called a fpy^ Upon my declaring that I was going to 
^^ke obfervation of the pofition of the army, he infift- 
^d upon accompanying us; and as he had a mullcet and 

H h bayonet, 

• The condu(5^ of thi? man exemplifies the ufua! infamy attendant on /».- 
♦•w^rx, as immef'iatv ly luevions to the infurrtOion he had waited on capj- 
in (now major) Kavanagh, with a plentiful offer. of information from his 
thcr and himfclf, when the fudden infurre6\ion pre^cnted its acco nplffli- 
cnt. He &nd fomc o( hh relatives were diOingiiifl.ed by thtir baii)r.ro':$ 
^ ifjofitiow, as true co-operatois of caj^t^in Dixon, v-hofe conriu£l is a m^» 
*i.ifcft proof how unlike you fometim«;i fird even brcthtrs^ «'i.4 they wi ,c .f.f- 
* tnguiftied by their tcndcmcfs and humanity, whereas hc.*vas a H.dju i.ary 
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ba/oncti two cafes of piftols. one in holders and tTie 

other flung on bis b;!li, wliHc we had no arms wliat* 
ever, I thought it niort piudeni to humour him ; wliith 
I did for two miles that he rode with us, when we had 
the good fortune to fliake him off; and I then informed 
captain M'Maousof the danger we had efcaped by get- 
ling offfucb aruiHin. Wc tlien came to a Tcfplulion to 
be thefJifttoaddrefsevery one we met, to iliew our con- 
fidence, and by this precaution we palTed unmolelled 
by great numbers who were fiying from Vinegar hill, 
and the more dangerous as they were ftragglers from 
the main body of the infurgents that had taken another 
Toad, and ufing many expedients to elude all enquiry 
on our bufin.'fs, but particularly calling out to the fu- 
gitives to collefl at the Three-rocks, (the place ap- 
pointed for the infurgents to wait until the conclufion 
of the negociailon then on foot,) we at fall arrived in 
fight of the army at Daiby-gap, -where captain M'Ma- 
mus threwoff a great coal which I had the precautioat 
to make hiin wear over his regimentals. .We then 
hoifted a white handkevchief as our flag ; and could 
defcry the countiy all along between that and Ennif- 
cov'.hy in a moft dreadful fituation ; houfcs on fire. 
dead men and women flrewed along the road, and in 
liic fields ; while the foldiers were hunting for fuch as 
Blight be concealed in the ditches, and bringing down 
every pcrfon they met; in Cne, it was altogether a 
dreadful piflurc, exhibiting all the horrors of war ! A 
fmall party of the Antrim militia happened to be among 
, the firft of the foldiery that wc met, and thefe hailed 
their officer with the raoQ heartfelt demondratjons of 
joy, and conJuilcd us fifely to Drumgold, where we 
met r.ajdr-gencral fir James EufF, who led us into En- 
nifcorthy to gfineral Lake the commander in chief, to 
whom we delivered our dirpatches. The remains of 

the 
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tlie town exhibited a dreadful afpetSt, as the greater 
part of the houfes, which had efcaped until the arrival 
of the army, were Rill on fire ; and the houfe which 
had been ufed as an hofpital by the infurgents, and 
which was fet on fire with all the patients in it/ conti^ 
nued burning until ne:(t morning, whqn I faw a pait 
<s{ a corpfe ilill hiffing in the embers. 

The news of our arrival having quickly fpread 
through the town, numbers of officers, yeomen and 
gentlemen of my acquaintance crowded around me; 
-fome anxious to hear of their friends, while others-ex- 
"pTeffed how difappointed they would be if hindered to 
^emolifh Wexford with all the concomitant horrors 
and atrocities ufual on fuch dreadful and lliocking oc* 
cafions ! — Some had the favage Indecency even to 
mention forae young ladies byname, who, they in- 
tended, fhould experfence the efFefls of their' brutal 
paflions before they would put them to death ; but 
thefe intentions, they feared would be fruftrated by the 
account I gave them of thepropofal and difpatches: — 
others wifhed the extermination of all catholics'! — * 
fome enquired for their friends and relations, and 
amidft thefe horrors were >not deflitute of humanity. 
While I was thus converfing with many of various 
defcriptions, major general fir James DufF kindly 
came to me and entreated that I would go into the 
houfe where the commander in chief was, and, by no 
means, to remain in the ftreets; for that if I did, he 
entertained great apprehenfions I might fall a facrifice 
to the furious difpolition of many perfons in military 
array ; offering at the fame time to bring me any 
gentleman I wanted, as he fhould be foriy I flioujd 
endanger my perfon, of which I ought then to be par-» 

ficulariy careful* as> if I were to meet with any acci- 

II hz dent:j 
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deal, it mijiiit put a (lop to any farther oegociation* 
on to dclirablc sd obje£l as 1 i,ras codeavouring w 
to obtain. I tbcn vrent into the houfc where I 
cootlitucd the whole of that day and remained the ^ 
whole night alfo. as upon foHciting an anfwer to the 
difpalches. the commajider in chief Iignified that we 
fhould not get it until the next nioroing. Someof my 
friends have fiuce informed mc tliai they prevented 
fe^teral pcrfons who were on the point of (hooiittg me 
from putting their murderoua intentions in effett, iu 
the ftreeis nf Ennifconhy. Captain O'Hea of the i 
North Cork tniliiia, and Mr. Cloney arrived about 
two hours after captain M'Manus and myfelf in Ennif- 
coithy. They> having taken the road direiSl from 
'\^'exford, met the main body of the infurgents oa 
their rctieat ; and the feveral chiefs, having firft read 
the difpatches and propofal, permitted ifeem to be for- 
iirarded without further interruption : ihey were not 
fealcdi to obviate the danger fuch a fiep might 
occafion. 

Captain Pourke of ttie-North Cork inilitta> and Mr. 
Robert Carty proceeded to Taghmon, and delivered 
their propofal and difpatches to general Moore, who 
had already begun his inarch, which he purfucd for a 
mile beyond Taglimon, when he halted on perceiving 
a great concourfc of people on t!;e mountain of Forth. 
He then fent back Mr. Carty lo lord Kingiboroogh, 
W^ith direflions to R'tarn to him with further accounts 
of the ftiilc of the country and new difpatches. The - 
infurgents, ori their defeat at Ennifcoriiiy and Vinegar* 
hill, retreated along ilie callern hank of the Slaney^ 
over Ca^rig-b^idEe; and fo on to the Three-rocks, oiv 
the mountain of Foith, where they M'crenow obferveA 
by general Mooie, and fo occafioned Mr. Caily's re-tj 

turn 



t:OtJNTY OF WEXFORP* 237 

'turn to Wexford for further information. On the 
^arrival of the infurgcnts at the ftation of the Thr^e- 
orocks, feveral difcuflions took place relative to the 
jpropofals for the furrcndcr of the town of Wexford'; 
into which they could not finally be reftrained frona 
<:oming. Among thofe who thus haflily rufhed into 
*he town, there were fome turbulent fpirits, a circum- 
ifiance unavoidable on fuch occafions, and in fuch ai^ 
sffemblage. Thefe, apprehenfive of their fituations, 
exerted every means in their power to prevent an ac- 
«ommod<ation, although carneftly wifhed for * by all 
the chiefs as well as by the great body of the people, 
ILord Kingfborough after he had affun^ed the military 
command of the town, went to the houfe of Mr. 
Jiieyler, where ho was when this concourte of peoplo 
arrived, and they infifted that his lordfliip and the 
other oflBceriB fhould come out to their camp, in orderj 
as they faid, to procure the like terpis for thcmfelvesj 
^s for the inhabitants of Wexford. His lordfhip and 
the ofl&ccrs ffiould certainly have gone out to camp on 
this occafion, but for the interference of Mr. Fitz-^ 
Gerald, who difTuaded them from confenting to a 
me^fure, that would endanger the lives of the pri- 
jbners fliould they leave the town. The principal 
inhabitants, had before determined to march out 
Vith them, in order to prote6i them from any violence 
that might be attempted againft them ; and theic 
united efforts, affifted by the timely intcrpofition of th'Q 
^ight reverend do6loy Caulfield, the roman catholio 
Hftopof Ferns, prevented any further urgency. The 
JJcople were addreffed from the windows of the houfe* 
5a which an affembly took place, for the purpofc <^ 
devifing the beft means of preventing mifchief and ir- 
regularity : the people were entreated and fupplicateci 
to dcfift from their intentions, a9 lord Kingfborough 

had 
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had given tlic moCl folemp alTurances tliEt thcyfhould ^ 
have as good leiros as he had promifed tiie uiliabitants | 
of Wexford; and he moreover advifed them to go 10 
their camp. aJnd not to lay down their arms until thcfe 
terms would be perfeftly fccured. 

It was lord Kingfborougli'i own propofal, that the 
infurgenis ffiould remain encamped at Three-rocks 
until they would fccure the fame terms with the inha- ) 
bitanis of Wexford, which it was naiurally fuppofcd I 
vould be ratified ; and it is much to be lamented that 
thty did not return thither, as from the commanding ' 
iituation of the Three- rocks, it would be very difficult j 
to didodgc them ; befides, by fccuring thepafs at Car- ! 
Tig-bridge, the Slaney would have formed a very ! 
flrong barrier againft iSic approach of the forces com- 
ing from Ennifcorthy ; and the infurgents Would, by ', 
thefe means, liav« a]:pearcd fo formidable as to induce 
the granti>ig of the terms demanded, and which good I 

policy fo (Irpn^Iy diclated This would have put an I 

end to any further diHurbance, and peace wou>d have ' 
been immediately rellored ; nor would the defolationi . 
which afterwards disf-gi.ircd the conntiyj at all have 
taken place; and the lives of many facrificed to the 
fury of the times, would have been fecured ; while it 
would have enfiired the certain punifliment of all mur- 
derers and affaEEiis, many of whom, by the condufl 
that was puvfuedj efcaped the end fn juflly due to their 
enotmous crimes. The amnefty bill afterward fecured 
thegreateft part of the benefits claimed by the propo- 
fals, with the exception of officers; who, if they had 
not relied on the j^raiuing of tliefe terms, would not 
have remained tn Wexfrtrd, but would have proceeded 
with the infurgents, and fo have faved their lives and 
propertiC5j as well as others who fought their way, 

aiul 
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and at length obtained f vourable terms : fo that all 
tJic evil conrcincnccs t'lat enfued, are attributable to 
t: lie imDOiicy of refufing the propofed terms, \phich, it 
is to be prefumcd, had there been a polTibility of ob- 
t^inin^ lord Cornwallis's fentiments- would have been 
^^adily complied with ; but unfortunately for the 
crcDunty of Wexford, he had landed in Ireland but the 
ay before, and his fyftem could not be fent forward 
O counteracSl that which exifted before his arrival. 

Captain John Murphy, whofe humanity had been fo 

onfpicuous, with his guns-men on Vinegar-hill, was 

ow pofted on tlie gaol for the prote6^ion of the pri- 

VDners from the infernal fury of captain Dixon, who 

;^irtied to renew the diabolical cruelties he had been 

Jifortunately able to put in execution the day before ; 

1 the abfence of the inhabitants of Wexford, who 

ere now returned and determined to prote6l the re- 

aining prifoners at the rifque of their own lives. This 

^ey were happily able to efFefl as the murderers were 

<3o cowardly to attempt any thing that portended 

anger to themfelves. No one was therefore put to 

eath on this day, Vut enfign Harman of the North 

ork militia, who was going out with Mr. Cartyto 

S^^cral Moore, to whom they were now proceeding 

<^n a fecond miflion, with frefh dirpatchcs from lord 

Kingfborough. They had but juH: gOt outlide the 

town, when unfortunately met by a furious maniac, 

^^amed Timothy Whclan, wlio inflantly fliot enfign 

Harman, and fnappcd a piflol at Mr. Caity, who then 

thought it prudent to return, tlius narrowly efcaping 

^ith life. This rufr.-in afterward had the audacity to 

attempt the life of lord Kingfborougli, in order to put 

an end at once to all accommodation, not meeting 

^ith his approbation ; he would have been ordered 

for 
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for inf^ant execution by t!ie cliicfs, but for fear of irri- ",^ 
tating t!ie grear hai\y of the populace, too ready on \ 
fuch occalions ami in fucli lurbid times, to miflake def- 
peiacy for heroifm, and to attempt the moft violent ■* 
deeds themfelves, if tlmarted in their inclinations* or 
by meddling with their favourires. 

The infurgcnts were at length prevailed on, by the ' 
incelTant entreaties and exertions of their chiefs, to quit 
the town of Wexford. They now divided themfelves i 
into two bodies: the one under the command of tha » 
reverend Philip Roche, marched into the barony of ) 
Forth, and encamped that night at Sledagh ; the other, ' 
under the condufl of mcflrs. Fitz-Gerald, Perry, and 
Edward Roche, proceeded over the bridge to Pep- |l 
pard's caftle, where they took their Aation for that 
night, 

I 

General Mciore, although he had orders not to pro—H 
ceed farther than Taghmon on that day, that he tnigl^h^ 
co-operate on the 2rfl, In the general attack o^mj 
Wexford ; yet from the prcfent eomplexifin of affii^ j 
advanced toward that town, having perceived the t^^^ 
parture of the people from ihe Thvec-rocks; and h^fc.V 
ing been alfo informed by cap:ain Bourke of fc. Iaj| 
peaceable difpofiijon of the Wext'jrd people. Coi^^ 
cerning the latter circtimftance, captain Bnyd, (r»o"B*'- 
returning home in general Moore's train) very pru-^. 
dently made very many cautious and ftricl cnquirif 
requiring feveral alfuraticcs of the fafl, from captaiii 
Bourke who had been fent out in Chat diteflion fraOl 
Wexford ; in addition to wliich he could himfcif, fn»ra 
the commanding elevation of the road he took, ot*- 
fcrve tlje rctreat-of the ijifurgents over the bridge, "be- 
fore he ventured into the town; which after the oo" 
minute circumfpeilion he at length entered, aitood^'' 

w 
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by fome yeomen, almoft with as much precipitancy as 
he had formerly abandoned it. Some ftraggling 
wretches of country people were put to death on this 
triumphant occafion. All the green ornaments, that 
had been fo confpicuoufly exhibited hitherto, were now 
torn down ; and fome perfons, who but the moment be- 
fore appeared anxious to demonftrate their friendiTiip for 
the people, changed (ides as quick as lightning, and 
endeavoured to exhibit every fymptom of loyalty. 
General Moore, on confultation with lord Kingfbo- 
Tough, thought it moft advifable not to let his troops 
imd the town, which it had been determined to anni- 
hilate previous to the negociation, and in confequence 
of this circumftance, 0/ which the army was perfe6lly 
aware, it required the utmoft precaution to prevent its 
being plundered, facked and deftroyed, with the atten- 
dant atrocities. The town's- people now felt the utmoft 
^mxiety, at not receiving any anfwer either to their 
own propofal or lord Kingit>orough's difpatches, and 
as even thofe which had been forwarded to general 
Moore himfelfi he had fent off, requcfting further or^ 
ders from General Lake. General Moore now took 
his ftation on the Wind-mill hills, taking every precau- 
tion, and having the advantage of a large park of art 
tillery; wliile the fituation itfelf completely command- 
ed the town of Wexford. The Chapman floop of war, 
commanded by captain Keen, took her ftation outfide 
t'he harbour, too fhallow for her to enter, and three 
gun-boats were fent to attack the fort of Roflarct 
which was previoufly abandoned, and therefore they 
thence proceeded oppofite the town, completely com- 
manding the wooden -bridge and adjacent ftrand ; fo 

that Wexford w'as now thoroughly invefted both by 
. land and water. On the approach of the army too, all 

Ihe wounded men in the hofpital were put to the fword^ 

I i ^H 
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and fomc of the ftrag gling inhabitants lofl their llvejj 
notwithflanding thi^exprcfs orders of general Moore, 
that no kind of cxccfs^ fliould be committed. 

Attbrceo'clock A.M.ofthezad, thetrumpetfoanded 
for the army to march fiom Ernifcortliyi and every one 
vas on foot as foon as poiBble. Shortly after captain 
W'Manus and myfelf, as well as captain O'Hca and 
Mr. Cloney, were required to wait on general Lake, 
who delivered me his anfwer to the propofal of the 
irihabitanta of the town of Wexford, and defircdmc to 
read it. It was as follows: " Lieutenant general 
" Lake cannot attend to any terms by rebels in arms 
*' againft their fovereign ; while they continue fo he 
" mud ufe the force cntrufied to him, with the utmoft 
" energy for their deftruflion. To the deluded 
*' multitude he promifes pardon on their deliTCring 
•' into his hands their Icadersj furrendering their 
" arms, and returning with finccrity to their allcgi- 

" Ennircorthy, Jnni ud, 1758." " Signed, G. LAKE." 

On reading this I exprcITed my fears, that fuch an 
anfwer would not be pleating to the people of Wex- 
ford, as it did not ratify the terms folemnly promifed 
l^lord Kinglborough ; but general Lake would not 
allow further explanation on the fubjefl, as he de- 
clared he would not confivm any promife made by lord 
KingtbcHTotigb, to whofe difpatches he would not eren 
return any anfwer. He then ordered that I (hould 
be conducled by ah officer, whom he named to the head 
of theaimy, whence I was to proceed to Wexford, and 
thence to return to him, with ail convenient fpced, with 
the determination of the inhabitants, as, he mentioned, 
he would not difcontinae the majeh of the troops, and 

that 
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y fatality iliould happen lord Kingfborough. 
or any of the prifonersj nothing fliould diffuade him 
from his original intention of annihilating the town. I 
was alfo warned by him on pain of death, to return to 
him with a pofitive anfwcr) and to bring lord Kingfbo- i 
rough along with me ; and if on my approach to We^ | 
ford, I (hould not think it fafc for the ofEccr accom- i 
panying me to go into the town, I fhould return with ^ 
that information immediately; and that if any thing 
Oiould happen to the officer or to me, in eonfequence of 
having brought the difpatche* and propofal, the town 
of Wexford was not to be fpared. I was then quefliun- 
ed about the ftate of the country, tlie bridges, roads, 
and the like ; and general take finding) uponAdquiry 
what road I was to take, that I fhould not want an 
«fcort until I would reach general Needham's divifi- 
onj encamped at Ballenkeclci he fent orders to him by 
Ke, to furnilTi me with any efcoit I might requirci to 
conduiSl me fafe to Wexford. Capt . O'Hea and I weic 
then led to the head of The army by a general officer, 
and we fetofF with all expedition, to avoid as much as 
pofiiblethe horrid fpe6iac!cof the dead bodies of men 
and women, ftrewed along the roads and over the ad- 
jacent fields, fome bearing marks of the moll favagc and 
indecent cruelty ; fome with their bowels ripped oponj 
and others with their brains dallied out ; fituatioha 
\«--hic!i they did not at all exhibit the day before, when 
I faw them lying dead oji my way to Ennifcorthy ! ! ! 

On delivering my orders to gencial Needham, while 
»1iE efcort was getting ready, I was furroundcd by fcve- 
^■al officers and yeomen who expreffed like favage fen- 
t'tnents with thofc I heard the day before at En^iifcor- 
* hy ; and I was truly aftonifhed to hear men of fuch 
*^ank and education as they weix making ufe of fuch 
I i a language. 
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language. Soine» however, exprcRed anxiety tempered 
with liumaniiy. The cfcoit being got ready, conTining 
of a troop of the ancient Biiconsj and a trumpeter, com- 
jnanded by captain Wynne, we fet off and could learn 
nothing along the road but the mournful lamentations 
of women) the country having been abandoned by the 
men ! When we arrived near Caftle-bridgcj I proceed- 
ed for fome diflaace by myfclf to reconnoitre> and> per- 
ceiving no interruption, I called on the efcort to come 
on ; and when we came in light of Wexford, the trum- 
pet was founded, and I hoiftcd a white handkerchief 
to announce our arrival ; but we did not learn that the 
town had furtcndcred to general Moore, until we ar- 
livcd«t Feny-banl; adjoining the wooden-btidgc. As 
this was not as yet paSable for horfes, as the loofe 
• planks that had been laid on where the flooring was 
burned were thrown off on the retreat of the infur- 
genls, captain Wynne and I proceeded on foot as far as 
the portcullis, which liad been hoifted fince the pre- 
ceding evening. We were therefore detained for half- 
an hour, till orders vrere given to let it down. Dur- 
ing the time that we were thus detained> I faw the 
prifon-fliip and fcveral other veflels fet on fire: many 
more were afterwards burned ; and all the fliips in the 
harbour,that were noiconfumed, were fo farconfidered 
as prizes taken from the infurgents, that the owners 
were obliged to pay faWage ! When the draw-bridge 
was let down, we waited on lord Kingfborough, to 
whom I made known tlie orders I had to bring him 
out to general Lake; but be declared he could not 
poflibly comply, as he had been appointed by general 
Moore to command in the town Pie however wrote 
a letter, excufing his attendance; and on receipt of 
this, 1 fet off with captain Wynne and his troop of^fcj 
horfc, which had by this tirae erolTed llie bridge, ii>- 3 
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order to return to general Lake; and we met him a 
little outfide the town, as, on hearing what had 
liappened, he moved forward with all expedition ; 
and oil delivering him lord Kingfborough's letter, w^ 
formed part of his fuite on his entrance into Wexford. 
The prefervation of this town mny, indeed, be re- 
corded as a wonderful event, as its deflruflion feemed 
WLS determined as that of Nineveh ; and yet its ftatet 
then and now, bearing fo few marks of depredatioit 
or aireption of any kind, is a circumftance that has' 
furprifed all who have vifited it fince, and who obferv- 
cd the defolation that prevailed in all other direc\ion* 
^here difturbances had exifted. 

Relying on the faith of lord Kingfborbugh's pror 
mifes of complete protefl'on of perfons and pioperties# 
feveral remained in the town of Wexford, uncon- 
fcious of any reafon to apprehend danger ; but they 
were foon taken up and committed to gaol. The rev. 
Philip Roche had fuch confidence in thefe affiirances> 
and was fo certain of obtaining fimilar terms for thofe 
under his command, that he left his force at Sledagh, 
in full hopes of being permitted to return in peace to 
their homes, and was on his way to Wexford, unarmed 
coming, as he thoujght, to receive a confirmation of the 
f:pnditions, and fo little apprehenfive of danger, that 
he advanced within the liries> before he was recog- 
nifed, when all poifibility of efcape was at an end. 
He was inftantly dragged from his horfe, and in the 
moft ignominious manner taken up to the camp on the 
Wind-mill hills, pulled by the hair, kicked, bufFetted, 
and at length hauled down to the gaol in fuch a condi- 
tion as fcarcely to be known. The people whom he 
had left, in expeflation of being permitted to return 
* quietly home> \fait:ed hj|s arrival^ but at l^ft being in- 

' formed 
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formed of his fate, they abandoned all idea of peace^ 
and fet off under the command of thfe reverend John 
Murphy to Fooks's-mill, and fo on, through Scollagh- 
gap, into the county of Carlow. 

From the encampment at Ballenkeele, commanded 
by general Needham, detachments were fent out to 
fcour the country. They burned the catholic chapel 
of Ballemurrin, fituate on the demefne of Ballenkeele, 
on which they were encamped, befides feveral houfcs 
in the neighbourhood. The principal of thefc was 
that of Newpark, the feat of Mr. Fitz-(jerald ; which 
along witb all the out-offices, haggard of corn, by far 
the largeft in the county of Wexford, a malt-houfe con- 
taining fifteen hundred barrels of malt and a thoufand 
batrcls of barley, were entirely confumed ; as were alfo 
thehoufe, offices, and malt-houfe, containing a thoufand 
barrels of malt, at Ball i more, belonging to Mr. Ed- 
mund Stafford, miftaken, as I have been informed, for 
the dwelling and property of general Edward Roche; 
befides a great nambcr of houfes of inferior note, l^ 
fhort, death and defolation were fpread throughout th^ 
country, which was fearched and hunted fo that fcarcel>^ 
a man efcaped ; and the old, who were feeble and d^ ^ 
crepit With age, and who could not therefore eafil^ 
move out of the way, as well as the idiots or fool^^* 
were the victims on this occafion ; as almoft all fuc -^ 
as had the ufc or tiieir limbs and intellects had prev^^" 
oufly made off with the main body of the people. Thc^ ^ 
dead bodies were to be feen fcattered about, with the^ ^ 
throats cut acrofs, and mangled in the moft fliockin^ ^ 
manner It is fcarcely poflible to defcribe all the ho^^" 
rors and devaftations that took place, as all the atrc^ ' 
cities of war were mofl woefully exhibited. Tl^^ 
fair fex became the prey of theluftful foldiery; ar»^ 

fem»l4 
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female beauty> which at all other timeSf may be con- 
fidered a blelTing, now became a curfe, as women paid 
dearly for their perfonal charms, which failed not txi 
augment the general brutality of thefe odious and de- 
teftable deeds ! What muft be the pangs of a mother on 
feeing her beloved favourite child, dragged from her 
by the ruffian hands of an unfeeling monfter, glorying 
in his barbarity, and confidering his crime meritorious 
in proportion to its enormity ; fpreading death and 
difeafe to the utmoft extent of his depraved capacity } 
The Hompefch dragoons are held in peculiar remem- 
brance on this occafion. Indeed, the ferocity of the 
foldiery in general was fuch, at this period, that 
flie women and children, through the country^ 
even now, are worked up to the higheft pitch of hor- 
ror at the fight of a military man, as bringing to their 
rccoll€£lion all the barbarous fcenes of which- they 
Jiad been formerly w^itneffcs ! Notwithftanding the 
Sibominations of the vileft of pikemen, it is a well efta- 
bliflied fa£l, that during the period of their uncontroul- 
iable fway, no female, not even one of the wives and 
daughters of thofe whom they confidered their greateft 
enemies, ever fufFered any kind of violation from them ; 
and their general refpefl for the fex is as true as it is 
^iironderful ; and their forbearance in this particular is 
ms remarkably civilifed as the conduft of the troops 
^as favage, fparing neither friend nor foe in their in- 
difcriminate and licentious brutality. 

The northern part of the county of Wexford had 
been almoft totally deferted by all the male inhabitants^ 
on the 19th, at the approach of the army unde;* general 
JSTeedham. Some of the yeomanry, who formerly de- 
ferted it, returned to Gorey on the 21ft, and on finding 
no officer of the army, as was expeded to command 

there. 
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tlierc, they> with many othetSj who retumad along 
[hem, fcoured the country round) and killed great 
numbers in Ihcir houfca, befides all the flragglers they 
met, m"ft of whom were making the beft of their way 
home unarmed from the infurgentSi who were then be- 
lieved to be totally difcomfiied. Thefe tranfai^ions be- 
made known to t lie great body of the infurgencsj en- 
mped at Peppard's-caftle, on the 22d, they refolved to 
j-etaliatc, anddireflly marched for Gorey»wiiithcr they 
had othcrwifc no intention of proceeding. The yeomen 
and their afibciatcsj whofe condufl had been fo confpi- 
CU0U5 on the day befoici made forae fliew of refiftanccj 
having proceeded fnme little dlRance outlide the towtii 
as it were boldly to meet the force coming againfl them j 
but upon the near approach of the infurgentsj they fled 
back with the titmofl precipitation ; and thence, acom- 
panied by a great many others, battened toward Ark- 
lowj but were purfued as far as Coolgveney, with the 
lofs of forty-feven men. The infurgents had been ex- 
afperaled to this vengeancej by difcovering throngh 
the country as they came along, fevcral dead menj with 
their fcuUs fplit afunder, their bowels ripped open, and 
their tliroats cut acrofs, befidcs fome dead women antj 
children ; they even met the dead bodies of two women , 
about which the furvi'/ing children M'cre creeping, and 
bewailing them, poor innocents! with pjicous cries | 
Thefe fights haftened the infurgent force to Gorey, 
where their exafperatlfin was confiderably augmemei^ 
by difcovering the bo. lies of nine menj who had beeo 
banged the day beforcj devouring by pigs i;i the ftrects, 
others recently fliot, and fome ftill expiring. 

After the return of the infurgents from the purfuiti 
fcvcrai peifons were found lurking in the town and 
brought before Mr. Titz Gera'.J, paiticularly Mr. Fip- 
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plid, fovereign of Gorey ; but fiv-m tlii<i gentleman's 
*ge and refpeil ability, lie was cnnlklereJ incapable of 
being accelFary lo the perpetraliim of the horrid cru- 
elty which provoked and pvotnpieil iliis fucMen re- 
venges and he and others weie faved, protei^ed, and 
fel at liberty. At this ciiticaJ time the news of (he 
burning of Mr. Fitz-Gcrald's houfc, haggard and malt- 
houfeSi by which he loft feveral ihoufaniJ pountls, ar- 
rived ; and, liad the fmallcft feed of lancnur or cruelty 
cxiOed in the mind of fucli a fufFerer, he might have 
fo far felt it, on this occafion, as not to reflr^in the 
-infurgcnts from exterminating Gorey, which they were 
loudly proclaiming as a juft retaliation for the devafla- 
tioQ commiited on fo great a favourite of the people. 
The magnanimity and forbearance of Mr. Fitz Gerald 
at fo trying a criUs, are truly remarkable, as, forgetful 
of fuch great p«rfonal injury, he exerted Jiis utmoft 
endeavours to leflrain the infuigcnls, vociferating ven- 
geance for his wrongs, and fuccc<;dcd in leading them off 
from Gorey ; when after a llight repaff, they rcfumcd 
their intended route, relied that niglit at the White- 
heapii on Croghan mountain, and on the 23d fet off for 
the- mountains of Wicklow. 

General Lake, with fome otTier general officers, re- 
mained for fome time in Wexford. The gaol of this 
towuwas now immenfely crowded, as almoft everyone 
of the principal inhabitants were taken up and arraign- 
ed for treafon. Many of tliem» however, were acquit- 
ted upon trial, which was by court-martial, and llie 
greater number received proteflions, according to lord 
Comwnllis'a proclamation. Captain Keugli had re- 
inaioed at lord Kingfborough's lodgings, and after the 
furtcnder of tJie to\^n two centincis were placed on 
mm there for two days, when he was removed to the 
K k gaol. 
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gaol. Mr. Cornelius Grogan was taken at his feat of 
Johnflown> where he had reiDalnedj unconfcious of 
any danger until condu<5ied to prifon. Mr. Bagnal 
Harvey had gone to his refidence at Bargy-caftlcj hav- 
ing no conception that the terms, agreed upon \rith. 
lord Kinglbfiiough, would nol be ratified. Indeedj (b 
confident was he of the contrary) that he feot fome 
fat cattle into Wexford for the ufe of the army ; but 
learning from the meir.:ngcr who drove them ihitherf 
that no conditions whatever would beobtaincdj hehaf- 
tcned with the fatal news to Mr, Coldough. This gen- 
tleman had previoufly taken his wife and child to one of 
ihe Saltee iflaods, where he thought to have weathered 
outtheClorm of the angry time in a cave, into which he 
liadgone for concealment. ThitherMr. Harvey now alfo 
reforted ; but they were all foon difcovered, and ihc 
news of their being taken arrived in Wexford while 
they were conveying round to the harbour in a boat. 
This attradled a great number of people to the quay* 
curious to fee tliem brought in, and amidfl this con- 
courfe Mr. Harvey, and Mr. Colclough and his lady- 
were landed. The gentlemen were then led [hrcugh 
the gizing multitude to the gaol, where they were con- 
fined in the condemned cells. 

A court martial was infliculed for the trial of piifon- i 
ers on charges of treafon. The reverend Philip Roche 
was the firft tried and condemned by this tribunal. 
Captain Keugh was the next put on his trial, at which 
he made a rei-y able defence ; but was alfo condemned. 
The entrance of the wooden-biidge was the fcenc j 
fixed on for the place of execution. The fufferers 
were hauled up with pullics, made faft with ropes to 1 
an ornamental iron arch, intended for lamps, and 
fptinging from the two wooden picis of the gate aatt^ 
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RtDwn. The large {tature of the reverend Philip 
■Roche caufed the firft rope he was hauled up with to '• 
break ; but another was foon procured, and his life was i 
ended with doubte torture. The head of captain Keugh ' 
who fufFeied along «nth hitn. was fepavated from his 
body, and confpicuouily placed on a pike over the front 
of the court-houfe. Their hodies, together with 
thofcof others executed at the fame time were ftripped 
and treated with the utmoft brutality and indecencyi 
prerious to their being throwa over the bridge. 

Mr. Grogan was brought to trial on the 26thj but 
^e evidence, which he hopett to obtain of his inno- 
cence, did not attend on account of the general apprc- 
tenfion that prevailed. His nial was therefore port- 
poned, and he was remanded to gaol. Mr. Harvey- 
was then put on his trial, which Uftcd for the bed part 
of the dayj and ended in his condemnation. Mr, Gro- 
£an*s trial was then refumed ; but (his he did not ex- 
peiSl until the next day, and confequcnlly he had not 
been able to procure all thcnecefTary evidence. It was 
indeed proved, that he was forced lojoin the infuigents, 
but this did not prevent a fenCencc of his conviiSion: 
fuch was the idea entertained at the time of the necef- 
fity. of public example! The condemnation of thefe 
gentlemen was afterwards confirmed by the Irifh par- 
liament, which paflTed an afl of attainder agalnft them, 
and a confifcaiion of their properties ; notwithHanding 
tbat, on parliamentaiy enquiry into the meiits of the 
proceedings, it was clearly proved, that the court-mar- 
tltlhadnot been even fwo rn : To that although their 
rondemnation and the confifcaiion of their proper- 
ties be fanflioned by law, yet thejviflice of the pvocefs is 
^C^queflionable, and the invefligationof it will cm- 
K k 2 ploy 
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ploy the pens of future hiftorians; particularly in the 
cafeof Mr. Grogan>.who was undoubtedly Tacrificed to ' 
the temper of tlie times. On the 27th, mefTrs. Harveyj 
Grogan, and Mr, Patrick Prendergafli a rich maUflcr 
in Wexford were ordered out to execution. When 
Mr. Harvey was hroug^t out of his cell, he met Mr. 
Grogan in the gaol-yard, and accofted him in a feeling- 
affectionate manner: «fhile- ihaking hands with him. ' 
he faid, in the prefence of an offitcr and fome of the 
guards, and in the heaiiiig of fcveral piifbuerS) who 
had croivded [o the windows, " Ah' poor Giogan, you j 
die an innocent man at all events." They were then 
conJuited to the bridge, where thry were haiigedi 
when the heads o'^ nieiTis. Grngan and riarvpy were cut 
off and place' upon pikes on each fide of that of capt. 
Kcugh ; whi> their h'ldics, and tl'at of Mr. Prender- 
gafli were firipl and treateii with the ufual brula! inde-^ 
cencicsi before being caft over the britJge ! Mr. 
Colclough was brought out to trial on the fame day _ 
ajid condemned. On the next day lie was exfcuted* 
but his body, at [he intercefiion of his lady, was givea 
up to her to be interred, Mr. John Kelly of Killan, 
wJiofe courage and intrepidity had been fo confpicuous 
at thf battle of RoTs, now lay ill in Wexford,of a wound 
which he had received in that engagement : he was 
taken prifoner from liis bed) tried and condemned h 
to die, and brought on a car to tiie place of execution. 
His head was cut off, and his body, after the accu/lomed 
indignities, was thrown over the bridge. The head* 
however, was referved for nther exhihiiion. It was 
firft kicked about on the cuftom-houfe-quay, and thea 
brought up into the town, thrown up and treated in j 
the fame manner oppofite the lioufe in which his filler:^ 
lodged, in order that flie miglit view this new an£j 
favagc game at foot-ballj of which when the playerriM 
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were tired> the head was placed in the exalted fituatioa 
to which it had been condemned, above that of captair^ 
Keugh, over the door of the court-hc^fe. 

On the 28th, general Lake quitted Wexford, leay^ 
ing the command there to general Hunter, whofe con- 
duct muft ever be remembered with gratitude by the 
people, as, on feveral occafions, he checked the per^- 
fecuting fpirit of the gentry and yeomanry; and thi$ 
contributed much more than feverity, or any other 
xpode could poflibly do, to induce the people to furren-* 
der their arms, take out .protections and return to their 
homes in peace. This defirable obje6l would not have 
been fo happily accomplifhed had he not interpofed hiib 
authority, fo far as to threaten fome gentlemen with, 
punifhment, whofe liabitual 2?eal and mode of Iceeping 
the country quiet, he totally difapproved of, as he did 
|iot wifh to fee the people ?igain roufcd by the continu- 
ance of their exertions. Brigadier general Grofe was 
(lationed under the fommand of general Hunter 
^ Ennifcorthy, where he y^^ diftinguifhed for hia 
pacific condu6l. The firft apd Coldftream regiments 
pf guards were providentia^lly placed in Rofs, under the 
^mmand of 'general Gafcoigne> and their condu6t 
there muft be ever recorded to their im^dortal honour^! 
lis exhibiting true principles of juftice and philan*? 
jhropy, ftepping ix\ between the people and their op- 
preffors, who were not only reftrained in their career 
of perfecution, but even fhamed into compliance with 
the fyilem of pacification. Many were releafed fron^ 
prifon after the fevereft treatpien^ ; and on enquiry into 
their cafes nothing could be alledged againft them. 
They were confequently difcharged, it being evident 
that their confinement had been moft unwarrantable* 

* ' • - 

^nd to be accounted for only ^ a pairt of (he dreadful 
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lyflem of tjTuany and opprcflion which precetjcd and 
produced fo 01211/ evil coaietiiitaces. 
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This is ftronglj cxcrnpllfied in the cafe of do3or 
Heiiy- — This genilemao was a native of Rofs, and bid 
praflifcd as a phyficiao for fome years in Wcxfor<I» 
whence he was on iiis way* on Whitfunday, to hia na- 
tive town) and Aopping at HcaltbHeld, tlie feat of Mr. 
John GrogaT) he found that the latter wanted horfes 
for fome of his corps of yeomcnj to condufl feij^ant 
Stanley to Waierford. The doflor then uifmountcd 
his fervRni, and gave the horfe he rode to Mr. Gtogsn 
for the purpofe required; and purfued his journey 10 
Jlofs where all his relations rcfided. Some of thofe 
"who abandoned Wexfordi on the 18th of May> coming 
afterwards to Rofs, had the inhumanity to ger doOor 
Hcaly confined, and the prevailing torture of whipping 
hifliflcd on him. Iiis life was confequert!y endangered* 
and he continued to experience the mofl brutal treat- 
ment, and was in conllant wrror of being put to death) 
Qniil relieved] along with many otliersi all of whom 
appeared perfeflly innocentj upon enquiry into their 
fituation ; and it is natural to fuppofe, that their ene- 
mies would have come forward to accufe them, if they 
had any charge to makc) were it only to give fome 
colour of jullicc to their condu£l) which appeared emi- 
nently tyrannical to the officers of the guards, who 
had no idea that fuch tranfaflions could have taken 
place in any country. 

I am induced to infcrt the following circumRance from 
Mr. Alexander's account, as he was not liable to be im- 
pofed on, in this inftanccs by any mifreprefentation : 
*' corporal Morgan of the firft regiment of guards 
" obferving a countryprotecled rebel, whofe houfc 
" was 
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is burned for his crimej drop down at the word of 
command, upon hia knees to the gentleman who had 
•* burned hia houfe, ran haftily to the fellow and 
** lifted him off his knees, exclaiming," " Get up 
" you mean-fpirited boor, and do not proftrate yourfelf 
•* to any being but your god : fureiy, you do not mif- 
*• take /A/j man for lAai being f" " Sir," replied the 
•* gentleman, " he fliall go on his knees to me as he 
*' ought." " No, Sir," returned the corporal, " he 
•* fhall not ; at leaft in my prefence, and while I 
•* have the honour of being in the king's guards. We 
•* give the king but one knee and that the left; re- 
'* ferving the right knee, as well as the honour of both 
"* for god, and I tell you to your fiery pliiz, {whether 
*' you believe me or not) that you are neither a god 
•- nor a king, nor (hall you receive the honour of ei- 
** ther," " This was a young man of good educa- 
*' tion, and in [he faoie latin ciaTs with me at the late 
ce reverend Mr. Wesley's academy at King's-tvood, 
*' near Brijlol, He was the fon of an eminent tndho- 
*' 4iji preacher."* 

The eonduiSl of Ihofe commanders laft-mentioned, 

-was fuch as to induce the people to flock in, with the 

^reateft confidence, to procure proteiSlions; and the 

■country under their benign influence foon alTumed quite 

another appearance. Had t!ie county of Wexford 

<njoyed the blefling of being ruled by fuch men prc- 

- Vious to the infurre61ion, I am fully perfuaded that no 

«!ifturbance would have taken place there ; and it is to 

"be regretted, that I hey did not continue longer in com- 

anand than they did, as on their departuie former inliu- 

-«nce fo far prevailed as to exhibit a tendency to perfc- 

^^JJM'^"' ^y refuraing, as mucli as pollibie, their former 

^^^L condti^i 

^^^^B * Sec Alciandci't Mcounl, p. ict, 107. 
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cc»ndu6l> which dare not be attempted when properl^' 
checked and under due renraint. General Needham 
commanded io Gorey, and diJferent ot'jcr officers were 
Rationed at Tagbmon and Ferns to grant protections. 

Although I meant to confine nyfelf, in this narrft- 
tivCj to what happened in the county of Wexford; 
yet, it might be confidered defctSivei did I not relate 
what aftervrard took placet until the warfare of tht 
Wexford-men was clofed by furicnder in the county 
of KildarC] undetmefTrs. Fitz-Gcraldand Aylmer. 

The infurgents wha pafied weft of the Slaney> under 
the conduft of the rc» erend John Murphy, direfled 
their march to get into the county of Carlow, through 
Scollagh-gap. Here they met with fome oppofition 
from a fmall body of troops placed there to oppofe the 
paffage. Thefe, however, they foon overpowered, 
and burning the village of KillcL-!mond on the Carlo* 
fide of the pafs, they continued their march to New- 
bridgej where they arrived on the morningof the 23d) 
and quickly defeating a party of horfe and foot, fta- 
tioncd on the bridge to prevent tlieir paffing it> they 
took twenty-eight of the Wexford militia, part of the 
force there ftaiioned, but the cavalry haftily retreated 
to Kilkenny. From this town fir Charles AfgiU im- 
mediately fet out to meet the infurgents at Newbridge* 
hut was too late, as they had moved off towards Caftle- 
comerj in expectation of being joined by the colliers, 
from whom they expected confiderable aiiifliince. On 
the 24th the infurgents proceeded from the Ridge-of- 
Leinfter, on whicli they refted the night before, to at- 
tack CaCllecomer. Near this town tliey met a party 
of about two hundred and fifty men, whom ihcy obliged 
to retreat precipitately before them into the body of 

the 
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khe place! A thick fog, however, prevented theni 
from obferving the great inferiority of their oppo- 
nents, and this, added to the town being on fire, (of 
which each party accufes the other) alfo prevented 
their obferving the approach of fir Charles Afgill, (whb 
had moved after thein with a large military force) until 
they began to bb raked with grape fhot from his artil- 
lery. This furprize forced the infurgents, with great 
Ibfs, to quit their enterprize, the We:kford militia pri-^ 
foners being retaken from them ^ biit ftillj fir C. Afgill 
thought it prudent to retreat that evening hick to Kil- 
kenny, accompanied by a Vift nutriber of the inhabi- 
tants df Caftlecomeri which, by ;the bye, was inftantly 
after taken pofleffibn of again and plundered by the in- 
fdrgents. After this they pufhed on to the Queen's 
county, whete thej^ lematned that hight^ and finding 
themfelves greatly difappointed in not being joined by 
the inhabitants, and their own body being confiderably 
^-ieakenfed by defertion, they refolved to return home 
to the county of Wexford. They accordingly directed 
their courfe to Newbridge, and encamped that night ori 
Killcomn'ey-hill, ivhiere they were furroiinded during 
the night of the 25th, bj!^ a large military force, con- 
fifting of about five hundred of the Downfhire militia> 
commanded by major Matthews, who piirfued theni 
fron^ Caftlecomer, haVjng firft notified his intention to 
fir Charles! Afgill at Kilkenny, who accordingly fet out 
from that place, at the head of twelve hundred men> 
andi atrivcd tiine enough to co-operate in the attack. A 
very thick fog prevented the infurgents from being 
ftnfible of their fitUatiori, on the morning of the z6thi 
Until they experienced a fevere difcharge of cannorf 
on one fidei which made them fhift their ground a lit- 
tle ; but on receiving a fccoiid falute of the fame kina 
ftom another quarter, the rout became general; and' 
>:• t 1 tktf 
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ihey fied with great precipitancy: itideed* ilicy mnft 
have been entirely cut off, had not ihe borfemen that 
vere among ilictn rallied, and prevented the cavalry 
from pbifuit ; in which dangerous fervice theydifplay- 
td oreat courage and iatiepidity The /laughter, h6w- 
evefi proved very greai ; but it is lamentable, that the 
ail of the flain, on this occafion, were the 
people of the adjacent coontry, who had not at all joined 
the infnrgen(3, nor left their houfes ; and great depre- 
dations, in the way of plunder, were a!fo committed 
on all who happened to be placed near the fcene of 
aSlioo. This body of Wexford infurgents, after agaio 
forcing their paffage back thro' Scollagh-gap, againfl: 
fome troops who endeavoured to oppofe them, never 
made its appearance again, as the people difperfed and 
retired to their feveral homes, except a very few who 
joined their aflbciates in the county of Wicklow. 

The othel body of Wexford infurgenrs which h^ 
proceeded, as before obfervcd, after the attack upon 
Gorey, as far as the White-heaps, in the county of 
Wicklowi fet off on the morning of the 23d, toward the 
lead- mines. While refting in apoflure of defence, en 
an eminence near this place, they perceived a body of 
troops, in the Ijollow beneath, and thefe fired fome 
bomb-fhelis at them from the oppofite fii:|e of a river. 
The infurgents having no cannon retieated toward 
Monafeed. where they halted part of that night, and 
arrived on the morning of the 24th at Donard, whieli 
they found deferred. Here they waited, for fome time, 
for reficfhmenti and then moved toward Glanmullen, 
where they met a fmall parly of cavalry, who fied at 
their approach. They found the village of Augbriia 
laid wafle, and many dead bodies bearing marks of 
sruclty. riom this place they proceeded to Biellingr 
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f on, and although their manner moftly was to re{^ as 
much ^s poiTible by day, and march during the night, to 
avoid the puifuit of a body of cavalry that was Dbfcrved 
to follow them, and which generally appeared in view ; 
they, however, encamped this night at Ballymanus, 
vrhere uniting their forces with thofe of Mr. Garret 
Byrne, the whole moved, on the morning of the 25th, 
toward Hacketftown, before which they appeared 
about feven o'clock in the morning. The military 
v^crc drawn up, in a fmall field outfide the town, ready 
to receive them^ but they were forced to give way, af- 
ter the lofs of captain Hardy, and four privates, of the 
Hacketftown yeoman infantry ; while the pikemen of 
|he infurgents were wading acrofs the river, tq attack 
the place on all fides. The cavalry retreated and kept 
;iloof during the remainder of the aSion ; but the in- 
fantry, confining of about one hundred and feventy 
mep, retired into the barrack, and a malt-houfe adjoin- 
ing it, from which their fire did great execution, as did 
that from the houfe of the reverend Mr. M^Ghee, who 
defended it with uncommon bravery, his force confift- 
ing of nine men only; but whofe galling fire had 
the greater effeft as it commanded the mainrftreet, 
and alfo that ]()art of the barrack which was thought 
moft vulnerable. This the infurgents endeavoured, 
feveral times, to fet fire to, as they had before to the 
tett of the town ; but all in vain. At length they 
inade a dcfperate effort to accomplifh their purpofe. A 
few men proceeded up to the building, under the cover 
^f feather beds and matted (^raw, fattened on cars ; but 
they were only fuccefsful in obliging the military to 
abandon the ms^lt-houfe, and could not by any means 
jet poffeffion'of the barrack or of Mr. M'Ghee's houfe, 
Jioxh fo fituated as to fupport each other. The infur- 
ggcnts at laft deeming it impraflicable to effcft their 
^ . ' L 1 a dcfign. 
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clefigOi wiihoQt c2nDon> of wbich ihey had not a finglc 
piece, retreated from the place, after an a^ion of nine 
hours, in which they had loft great numbers, carry- 
ing off their wounded and driving before them all the 
Celtic from about the tovpii, ihey encamped that night 
at Rleffington. The lofs of the garrifon was but ten 
killed an 1 twenty wounded ; however they thought it 
moll pBjdenI lo abandnn the placci which they did, 
anJ n-tnated that evening to Tullow in the county of 
Carlow During the ejigagemeni, it is ("aid, that a con- 
fiderable force of cavalry and infantry flood on a hill 
ar a Imsll diflancc, in view of the fcenc of aflion, but 
aid not venture to join in the battle. t 

Dirappointed by th? repulfc a! Haclceiftown, the re- 
maining Wesford infurgentS) in conjuoflion with theif 
Wic klow aflbciatesi direiled their march towaid Car- 
ncwi whichthcy were refolved, if poflible, to carry; 
but general Necdhani, being informed of their ap- 
proach, detached a flrong body of infantry, and about 
two liimdred cavalry, from his camp at Gorey, to inter-. 
cept them. The cavalry alone, however, as the in- 
fantry were recalled, came up with the infurgenis on 
the road to Carnew. Thcfe feigning a retreat, having 
iimcly notice of their approach, fuffcred the cavalry to 
pafs, until they brought them into an ambufcade, where 
their gunfmen were placed on both fides of the way, 
behind the ditches to receive them. At the firft dif- 
eharge they were utterly confounded, and being una- 
ble to give their opponents any annoyance, tJiey at- 
tempted to retreat in great hafte toward Carnew. But 
here they had to encounter another pavt of the plan of 
smbufli ; for the infurgents rigijtly conjefiuiing, that, 
when foiled, they would attempt getting off in that di- 
ie£(!on, had blocked op the road with cars and other 
incumbrances^ 



incumbrances, tliey were for fome time expoffd to the 

dire of the infurgents, and loft about eighty of theji; 

oiumber, among whom were two officers^ captain GiC- 

fard of the ancient Britons, and IVir. P^rfon3 adjutant 

of the Ballaghkeen cavaljy ; the reft efFefled their rc- 

(reat to Arklow. The detachment was commanded 

by lieutenant-colonel Puleftone of the ancient Britons^ 

of whom twenty were among* the flain. The anioio- 

fityiof the people againft this regiment, which thejt 

charge with being guilty of great exceffes, m^j be in- 

ilanced in the cafe of a black trumpeter belonging to 

it who fell into their hands alive on this occafion. 

When fcized upon, this man loudly declared, that he 

was a roman cathojic, and befpught (hem to fpare him 

for the fake of his religioji. But his deeds with which 

he was upbraided, were too recent and too notorious^ 

^nd he obtained no. quarter. The infurgents loft not ^ 

iingle man in this action ; but they were foiled in, their 

deii^n upon Carnew, the garrifon of which, being 

alarmed by the retreating cavalry, had juft time to fe- 

cure themfelves in a malt-houfe before the approach oC 

the infurgents, who, after an ineff^dlual attack, march-r 

^d off to Killcavan-hiH, 

On the !^d.of July, as the infurgents began to mov^ 

"Ifoward Shilelah, they were purfued by a body of yeo- 

^ ^en, cavalry and infantry before whom they retired 

to an eminence, called Ballyraheen-hill. Hei;e they 

took poft, but as the yeomen moved up the hill, the 

iiifurgents poured upon them with fuch impetuofity and 

Vehemence, that they were in an inftant utterly difcom^ 

fited, with the lofs of feventy privates and two oflBcers, 

3ill infantry, for none of the cavalry fell. The officers 

Y^ere captain Chamney of the Coolattin, and captain 

^ixon of the Coolkenna corps ; befidcs numbers werta 

^wounded, 
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vraanded. Sixty piivacs. onder captain Moreton of 
Ihe Tlnabcly, and lie'iienant diaraney of ihe Cool- 
auln yeomen, retreared irto capiata Chamney'i hoofc 
at the fool of llje hill, whiiher they were pnifiied by 
the infurgents, \rho continued to attack ihem a1' nig'iti 
but ibcy were refided vtih the utmoR biaveiy and 
coolnefsi and at length repuUeil with considerable 
lols, to which it is probable the Hg'^t afforded by a 
* hoafc aJjoioing, that of Mr. Henry Moreton, (which 
lad been fet onfire by the infurgenis in their phrenfy,) 
comributcd not a little, as it enabUu ihofe within to 
aim with piecilion at the aflailants. It was feveral 
limes attempted to fire the houfp, by approachiag the 
door under Ehe co»er of feather-bedsi which proved 
unfucccLfuI. 

The Wcrfotd infurgenta next fixed their flation 
near the White-heaps, at the foot of Croghan-moun- 
cain ; from whence they moved during the night of 
the 4th, toward Wicklow-gap, but were met on the 
morning of the 5tb by the army un:ier fir James Duff 
fromCarnew; and after fome falutes from ihearlillcry, 
they were obliged to take another diieflion, and 
turned toward Gorey. But the fafl is, that they were 
furrounded by four powerful detachments, before they 
could perceive the approach of any, in confeqtiencc of 
a fog, fo denfe that it wzs impofEble to diftinguirti 
objects at the diftance of twenty yards; and finding 
tbemfelves uaable to wiihfland a battle, they broke 
through the purfuing cavalry of fir James Duff's 
army, of whom they flew about eighty; and moved 
wiib great celerity in the direflion of Carnew. But 
upon their arrival at a place called Craneford, by 
others Ballygullen, they refolved to make refiftance 
?jid await the approach of the troops however name- 
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aUliough their own Force was by tint time con- 
fiderably dimioifhed. They liowcvcr maintained the 
coniefl for an hour and a halT, difplaying the greateQ 
valour> and moft intrepid refolution ; having repulfcd 
the cavaliy, and driven the anillery-men three times 
Irom their cannon, all peiformed by the gunfmen ; for 
the pikrmen, as on former occafionsj never came into 
a<3ion ; but freili reinforcements of the army, pouring 
in on all fidesj iliey were obliged to give way) quitting 
the field of battle with little lofs to themfelves, and 
notwithftanding all their fatigue, retreating, with their 
nfiial agility and fwiftnefs, in different direflions; but 
agreed among themfelves to affemble again at Car- 
rigrew, A party of thefc refugees were met by the 
rev. Peter Browne, dean of Ferns? who was fuffcied 
to pafs, and he inflantly polled to Ferns, to inform 
the King's county militia, (quartered there, of the route 
of the flying infurgents. The military accordingly 
fetout) with all fpeed, on lEie purfuii, and kilted fuch 
of iheftraggling peafantry as they met or came up to, 
without mercy. The infurgents thus harralTed and 
hunted, thought it advifeable, upon meeting at Carri- 

[ grew, to difperfe, and this put an end to the warfare 

^^^^^ the county of Wexford. 

^^^B A party of infurgents in the county of Kildare, 
^^^BilDder the command of Mr. William Aylm^r, flill held 
H^Btoot in aims; and thither the remaining body of the 
f 'Wexford men, commanded by Mr. Fiiz-Gerald, ac- 

[ eompanicd by Mr. Garret Byrne, and feme Wicklow 

Incn, diiefled their Courfc to form a junflion, 
which they accordingly eiFcifled. This aJTociated 
fiitce moved from Profperous to Clonard, where they 
met a moll determined and fuccefsful refiHancc from 
lieutenant Tyirclj a yeoman oiEcerj who, with his 
corpsj 
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corpSt Iia<J occupied a fortified houfc in the tofrfl. 
Thefc delayed the alTailantS) UDiil reinforcemenn 
arrived from IvinnegiiJ and Mu!lingar> when they 
ti^cre forced to give up the caicipiife. 

After this repalfe, the few remainiag Wexford- me i» 
fcparatcd from their Wicklow af!uciates> whom thej- 
deemed lei's watlike than ihemfelves, and made differ- 
ent incurlions into the counties of Kildarc, Mealh, 
Louth, and Dublin, eluding, as well as they could, the 
puifuit of the army, with different parlies of which, 
they had frequent {kirmiiTies. The night of the repulfe 
at Donard, they cotamiEted fome depredations in the 
village of Carbery in (hecouniy of Kildare. On the 
next day, purfued by different parties of military, they 
marched into the county of Mcath, where they werft 
overtaken and put to flight by colonel Gough com- 
manding a detachment of the county of Limerick militis 
from Edendeny. After tliis two of their leaders, Mr. 
Perry and the reverend Mr, Kearns, endeavouring to 
make their efcapc by themfelves, were taken, tried 
and condemned by court-martial, and executed at 
Edendcrry. Unable to effedl any thing in the county 
of Meath, the Wexford-meri cvolfed Ihe Eoyne, near 
L>uleck into the county of Louth, where being purfucd 
from place to place, they made a mofl gallant refinance 
to the cavalry of major-general Wemys aiid brigadier- 
general Mcyrick, who overtook ihem between the 
town of Ardee and theBoyne; bet the infantry and 
artillery coming up, they were defeated with feme 
lofs, and fied into an adjoining bog, where they were 
fecure from purfuit. In the night afmall party fel off 
toward Ardee and difperfcd, each, as he bctl could, 
making v ay, by devious and circuitous routes, Ijome- 
ward. The remaining body rcpafl'cd the Eoyne, and, 

with 
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Ihe Dumfries light dragoons, at the head of a flrong 
party of horfe and foot, at Ballybiighill, near Sfl-ordsj 
where they weie finally put to the roul, and were nc- 
Tcrmore collected. 

Some Wexford infurgentsi however, remained with 
Mr. Filz-Gerald, along with Mr. Aylmen who, as 
ontftanding chiefs negociated with general Dundas, to 
whom they furrcndered on ihe I2lh of July, on condi- 
tion, that all ilie other leaders who had adventured 
with them, fhould be at liberty to retire whither tiiey 
pleafed out of the Briiifh dominions. The fame terras 
were afterwards fecured by general Moore to Mr. 
Garret Byrne, who was fent into confinement in the 
caftlc of Dublin, together with meflra. Fitz-Gera!d and 
Aylrocr. Here they continued until the beginning (jf 
1799, when lord Cornwallis permitted them to letiic 
to England, where they remained until the z^ih of 
Anarch following, when MclDs. Fitz-Gerald and Byrne 
Were arrefled at Briftol, (where they were for the re- 
covery of their health) at the inftance uf pertons con- 
mg IriOi party for the union, whom 
at that time advifahle to indulge, 
afterward retired to Hamburgh, 
fincejelided ; and it is to be hoped, 
■xcufe is now out of the queftion, and 
** F»eaceis refiored, their condufl will procure the final 
^'ification of the promifes made them by marquis 
. -'-'I'iiwaUis as lord lieutenant of Ireland, after a full 
**'*^eftigation of their relpediive merits. 

JVieffrs. Aylmer, Fitz-Gerald, and other ruiflarding 
■»«**^fs funendcred, conditioning for ihcmfelves and 
M m others. 



■netted with a ftrc 
" "Was thought, 
^"'j«fe gentiemei 
*»'-'>eTe they have 
tiiatas the union 
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Others, by which they fared much better tT:an thofc 
who laid liown their aims in WexforU> ciejjending on 
(be faithful fulBlment of the terms entered into with 
lord Kingiborougii. 

Genera! Lake, previous to his departure from Wext- 
ford, appointed a committee to fuperincend profecuti- 
oas, and to graot paiTes to leave the cotintry, coclifllng 
of the principal gentlemen then lelident there. The 
appropriate duty of this body was to inquire fpecially 
into th« cafes of fuch piifoners as they (bould band 
over to be tried by court-njaitia!, to procure the eni- 
dence for profecntion, and to commh different perfons 
lo gaoL It was not. Iiowever, deemed necelTary to 
fend a commiuai to the gaoler, as the word of any of 
them was confidered fufficicnt for the detention of 
any of ihofe given in cutlody ; and they were alfo to 
afl as a kind of council to general Hunter, whofc be- 
nevolent difpofition they thwarted on feveral occafions ; 
and this was (o well known, that many, upon being 
put into confinement, were induced, by their apprehen- 
fions, to p«tition for tranfpo nation, rather than abide • 
trial under their diieflion. The tyrannical, unjuft and 
inhuman difpofition of this body is flrongly exempUiied 
in their unwarrantable treatment of many beiides my- 
felf, which I have endeavoured to detail in my preli- 
minary difcoarfe. i 

Difiercnl ci,:rt-m3nia.Is were inflituted in Rofa, En- • 
nifcortliy, Gorey, and Newtown-Barry, and fereral J 
perfons were condemned and executed, and others were ^= 
fentenced CO traiifportation. Among thofe wlio wer^^^- 
condemned to be executed, I cannot avoid noiiclng th^ _^ 
cafe of the reverend John. Redmond a catholic prJefL^n 
who, it feeiosj during tlie infuuectiuni liAd done all ^^^€ 
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Ws power to lave the houTe of lord Moiinmonis from 
being plundered, which he, in fomedegvce, eftefled, 
but not at all lo the extent of his wiflies. Lord Mount- 
Borrisi however) to prcvcni the poffibility of his being 
fappofed by any one in fiwure a friend to catholics, fcnt 
for Mr. Redmond, upon finding thai he was prefcnt at 
the plundering of his houfe, defiring that he would 
come to him dirdSly. The reverend gentleman, con- 
fdous of his own integrity) and apprehenlive of no dan- 
ger as involved in no guilt, obeyed the fummons with- 
out helitaiionj but his inftantaneous hafly trial, con- 
demnation, and execution were the reward of his hu- 
mane Knd generous exertions. His body, after death, 
^Bdcrwenl the moft indecent mutilations. — But to put 
this innocent man's condu^ in its proper point of view, 
I do not think I can do better than the reverend Mr. 
Gordon a proteflant clergyman has dene in his hiftory 
t^f 'the Iiidi rebellion. 



' OF the rebellioiia condu^ of Redmond, coadjutor 
"" to father Francis Kavanag h, in the parifh of Clough. 
" of which I was twenty-thiee years curate, I can find 
*' no other proof than the fentcnce of the court-mar- 
" tial which coniigned him to death. He was accufed 
" loy the earl of Mountnorris of having appeared 
** as chief among a party of rebels who committed 
' " I«me depredations at his lordOiip's houfe, while he 
;, *• »l!eged that his ohject in appearing on (fee occafioa 

I^iras to cndeaYour to prevent the lilandering of the 
Aoufe* in which he had partly fucceeded. Coming 
into Gorey on a mePTage from the carl, fcemingly 
*napprehenfivenf danger, and unconfcitnis of guilt, 
lie was treated as if manifcltly guilty before trial, 
■knocked down in the ftreet, and rudely dragged by 
'ibme yeomen. — I mem not to arraign thejufticeof 
M m 2 " ttie 
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' the noble lon)> his profecutori nor the mem ben of 
' tbecourt-niantal. The formcri who had rendered 
' himfelf in no fmall degree refponfiblc forihe lojalt^ 
f of the Wexfordian romanifts) had doubtlefs good rea- 
* fons for hiscontlinS; and the laucr could have no 
' petfonal animofity againi^ the accufed. nor other 
< unfavourable bias than what naturally arofe from 
' the tiiTbid (late of affaiTSi when acrufationi againll a 
' romifh' prleft, was confidered as a ftrong prefumption 
■' of guilt. But his proieftant neighbours who bad 
" not been able to efcape from the rebels, affured inc 
" that while the latter vere in polTeffion of the coun- 
" try, he was conftanily hiding in protertant houfes 
" fiom the rebels) and that many Tomanifls exprelTcd 
'c great rcfeniment againd him as a traitor to tbeir 
« caufe. That he expected not the rebellion to be 
«t fucccfsfu!) appears from this, that when the wife of 
*' Nathaniel Stcdman, (one of my proleftant parHhion- 
" cTs) applied to him to baptize her child,* he told 
«' her» that he acceded to htr recjucft merely left the 
»' child fhould die unbaptized, in the neceffary abfence 
«' of her minifler, on condition that fhe' fhould pro- 

'< mife to make the proper apology fur him to me on 

" my return to the pariili." 



i 



It is a melancholy reflexion to think how many in- 
nocent perfons were condemned. 1 have heard of num- 
bers, of whole innocence the fmallell doubt cannot be , 
entertained) whofe conduiSl merited reward Inflead of 
punifliment; yet they fell victims to the pored fentU i 
ments of philanthropy, which diflated their int erf erencejj 
thcfe have heen perverted by their enemies, whoarealfi/i 
thofe of the human race, into crimes utterly unpardont- i 
ble. Istl is any thing Icfs than arraigning benevolence 4 
and hun-anity, the mofl amiable qualities of the Iptil of! 

manA 

f ^cCaidsD'tHiaoi; 0! lhiIrilhKcbellkiii,F. iBf, lU. ,U 
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inan> as criminal and atrocious ? But every man's breafl, 
vhaiever be his principles, will tcU him, with irrefifti- 
ble force, that crime and atrocity lie at the ot her fide. 
Eromperfonal knowledge of the circumftancesj I kn 
fi.ve or fix who were innocent of tiic charges and of the 
deeds fworn againft them, and who dill were condemn- 
ed and executed. In thefe turbid and diftrafled times. 
I have fecn pcrfons funk fo much below the level of 
human nature, that I do believe they were no! capable 
of judgment or recolleflion ; which accounts to me in 
fome degree for the various aflenions, even teftimonies 
on trials, and affidavits m^dc by different perfons, who 
might as well relate their dreams for fafls. The drcad- 
ffil prejudice, hateful as uncliariiable, entertained a- 
gainft catholics) has alfooccaHoned the death of many; 
»nd the general excufe and impunity of proteftai 
joined in the infurreflion, has induced many to avail 
themfelves cf this favofirable circumClance to change 
with the limes; and toteftify their loyally they accufe 
the very perfons they thcmfelves fcduced to join the af- 
Ibciation of united Iriflimen ; and thus cut ofF alt the 
exifliog proof of their own delinquency by a confum- 
mation of villainv. The loy^lizhg fpirit, if I may be 
allowed the expreffion, has done avaft deal of mifchief ; 
, for thofc in the predicament laft mentioned arc unprin- 
l cipicd turn-coats in religion, who fcruple not to throw 
i out every calumnious afpeifion upon that which they 
I have not only forfaken, but abandoned, in order, if 
Ipollible, to imprcfg an idea of the finceriiy of their con- 
Iverfion in embracing the other. Vain effort — it only 
Itipofes the hypocritical apofiacy in either cafe, to the 
pignified contempt of every intelligent and principled 
1 know two proicftanc gentlemen, who if they 
ftad been catholics, would not have efcaped at this 
fitical time. They alfo attribute the faving of 
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^^H their livfs to gambling, of the good ef{«;^.s of whichi ' 
^^H I never before lieaid an inflance. However^ certaio it 
^^M is, that thcfc geailemen had lofl rotne money ar pla/ 
^^1 previous to the infurrei^ion, which luckily for tliem had. ! 
^^H dot been paid at that period ; and the gaUatit ficrots who 
^^H veie the howurahU crtditors on the occafion, and who ] 
^^B vere eminently aftive in fupprelTing the jebeliioii) ha— | 
^^m naneiy conlliieredj that none of the debt could be re- 
^^H covered if the two genilemen were hanged> and there- , 
^^1 fore they fulTered their intercd to work upnn their . 
^H mercyj which operated to the procuvemeot of pardoa 
^^r and releafe for the gentlemen in quedion, as well as 
the confequent payment of thefe debts of honour, I 
know the two gentlemen well, and have often heard 

Bthem relate this aclventuve which is deemed to ^|^J 
prefeivcd two iinc fcllovs. ^^^H 

Mr. E. Kyan, whofe courage and humanity deferfflfl^* 
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better fatcj was taken near Wexfnrdj on his return Itomr 
in the night. tried> condemned and executed the next- 
day ; for although mani feft proofs appeared of his iu- 
manity and interference. To confpicuoufly efFeflual oi> 
the bi-idgc of Wexford on the 20th of June, yet this was 
infufficienc to fave liimj as he had arms about him when 
apprehended. His fate is the more lamentable, as Mr. 
fiiz-Gerald, on furrendcring to general DunJasi had 
fccured the fame terms for Mr, Kyan as for himfelff 
fo that bad any circumflance interfered to deU/ hii 
execution for fome time, the life of a biavc man would 
Jiave been favcd. 

General Hunter was indefatigable in his exertions to 
. appeafe the minds of the people, and Eo reftore confi- 
dence and tranquillity to this diftrafted country. In 
this he was very materially alTillcd by the addrefs and 
txchions of captain Fitz-Gerald^ wlio by the fpecial 
appointment 
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itppomtmcnt of the Britifh government, was attached' 
as si proper perfon to a^bnd the general as brigade- 
major on the fervicc m'*Ireland ; and to this ftation 
beiides his acknowledged military talents, a recent dif- 
play of courage, independent of his knowledge of the 
country, certainly recommende^l him. He was even 
invefled with the extraordinary privilege of re<:om- 
mending fuch as he thought deferving of the prote^ 
tion and mercy of governments 

Siyme principal, gentlemen of the county and others 
fcefides, attempted to interpofe their autherity to fuper* 
fode the tenoitr of the general pardon held out by pro- 
clamation, purfuing th^ fame line of arbitrary conduft 
which they praQifed previous to the inf urre6lioD^ 
They even proceeded to fuch a length as prefuming to 
tc^r fome of the protections which the country people 
had obtained ; but this coming to the general's know- 
Icidge, be foon <}uieted them by threatening to hav« 
fhem tied to a cart's tail and whipped* Others hact 
been rafh enough to levy arbitrary contributions for the 
lofles they had fuftained during the infurrcflion ; but 
W^re glad upon difcovery, and refunding what they 
had received, to efcape punifliment, which favour was 
generally obtained through the intereefEon of major 
Fitz -Gerald :— even a beneficed clergyman of the efta- 
blifiied church partook of the general's indulgence. 
Another who was but a curate, was induced to wait on 
the general with an account of the intended maflacre of 
the proteftants, which he detailed with appearance of 
the utmoft alarm, and was patiently heard out, with 
the greateft complacency by the general ; who when 
the curate had ended, addrefled him with this marked 
appellation amj ftrong language; — " Mr. Maffacre% 
^Hf you do not ptove to me ^hc qircumftances you 
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' hvrt relatedi I fhall get yoa pun'ifhed in the noft 
• exemplary maaDer> for ruling TaUe alarmsi which 
' have already proved fo dcftruflivc to ibis unfortn- 
e country." The curate's alarm now from gene- 
ral became perfonal, and on allowing that his fears 
bad been excited by vague report to make this repre- 
fetitation. bis piteous fupplication, and apparently 
beany contrition, procured him forgivenels. Many 
and various were the reprefentaiions, of a limilar ten- 
dency, made to general Hunter, which other com- i 
manders were led to believe, bur vrhich his fuperior 
difcriminatton deemed falfe and groundlefsi and were 
dlfcovered lo to be in federal indances, by the afiivity 
and acumen of his brigade-majori 

AnneHey Brownrigg, efq. a magiftrale of the county 
of Wexford, received nine and thirty charges of pil- 
lage and flaughicr againll Mr. HunierGowan ; and on 
the infoimailons being fubmitted to general Hunter, he 
fent out a party of the Mid-Lothian cavalry to condud 
him prifoner to Wexford) whilher he was brought ac- 
cordingly, and there it was determined to bring him 
to trial. Mr, Brownrigg returned home, in the mean 
time, to collecl the evidence, but it was previoufly fet- 
tled that he fbould have fufEcient notice; but on the 
day appointed for the trial, no profecutor attendingt 
Mr. Gowan of courfe was difcharged. An official let- 
ter had been difpatchcd in due time, yet he did not re- 
ceive it until it was a day t.-o late. Whether the mif- 
iCarriagc of the letter was by accident or defign, conti- 
nues yet a fecret. 

The various outrages that were committed in the 

country, pievente'. vaft numbers frn n coming into the 

^uartEls of the feveral commanding oJiccrs to obtain 

protciliootij 
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pTOt^£lion8^ as many of the yeomen and their fupple* 
]nentaries> continjued the fydem of deflagration and 
ihooting fuch of the peafantry as they met ; and thU 
neceffariiy deterred many from expoHng themfelVes to 
their view> and prevented> of courfe^ the humane and 
benevolent incentioAs of general Hunter from having 
due weight or extenfive efFe6t. The melancholy con- 
fequences of fuch a fydem of terror, perfecution and 
alarm, were very near being wofully experienced in a 
Ihockinginftance of dreadful feverity, — the extermina- 
tion of all the inhabitants of a large tra^ of the 
county of Wexford ! — This was adually determined 
on, and the execution ^f it already planned and con- 
certed, when its horrid perpetration was providentially 
prevented by the timely and happy intervention of bri- 
gade major Ficz- Gerald, under the dire£lion and orders 
of general Hunter. — Inceffant applications and remoq- 
ftrances were made, by different magiftrates in Gorey 
aad its vicinity ,^^0 government, complaining that an en- 
tire quarter of the county of Wexford, extending from 
Courtown to Blackwater, which range of country is 
denominated the Macomores, was infeded with conftant 
meetings of rebels ; and no means were left untried 
to prevent travellers from proceeding to Wexford, 
in that dire61ion without efcorts ; and many perfons 
whofe habitations lay in the neighb6urh6od of this 
diftri6l left their homes deferted, from a belief that 
another rifing of the people was inevitable ; and 'it was 
daily expe6led to take pUce : — nay, the reports laid 
before- government M^ere even confirmed by affidavits; 
and fo generally was it believed, that perfons refident 
Within two miles of the confines^ prefumed not to en- 
quire into. the veracity of the reports, to which, how- 
ever, they gave implicit credit ; while at the fame time 
they were accredited by government, to whom they were 

N n handed 
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handed in under the Tpecious, impodng. and folemn 
appearance of fafls by a msgiftracy that fliould bedc- 
liberatti grave and refpeclablc ; and the noble Ticeroyf 
who then held the lieltn of the government, was ren- 
dered juftly indignant by ihcfe reiieratei! complaints of 
the abufe of his c!eniency» on the reprefented imni- 
aent danger of ihc country. Orders were accordingljf 
fent to the diffi-Tent generals and other comTBandiog 
ofHcers in and contigiioiis to the devoted irai5i, to form 
a line along il^ e!;teni on the wcftern border) and at 
both cudsi north and foutlj, en the land ftde. To as to 
leave no refourceto the wretched inliibitants through- 
out its whole range, but to be Jlaughtcred by the fo!- 
diciy, or to be diiven into the feaj as it h bounded by 
the channel on the eaftward. Even women and children 
were to be included in this horrid plan of tenific ex- 
ample. The chief coffkiuand in execution of this meat- . 
furc, the lime for its commencement, and the final dc- 
icrmination of its neccffiiy were entrufted to the difcie- 
(ion of general Hunter, nor was the confidence, indecdi 
mifplaced. He wai himfelf, with the 2d or queen's, 
and the i^th regiments of infantry, together with the 
Mid-Lothian fenclble cavalry, ftaiioncd in Wexford j 
brigadier-general Grofc was with the Soulh Cork tnilt- 
lia at Ennifcorthy ; lord Blancy coitiraanded the camp 
at Ferns, compofed of the light brigades ; brigadier- 
genera! SkeiTct with his regiment of foot in Gorey ; 
and general Eofiace irith his brigade at Arklow: 
Thefe,togctherwith the genera! sfliftance of all rheyco- 
manry corps throughout the country, were [o form the 
cordon round llie country of the jWacomores, and ih«~ 
troops were to move at once on tlie dreadful expedition. 
£e terrifying weic the Tep.^^ts at this crifts, that vretm 
fome liberal, but limij and ctedulous minds approved 
e*" thefe milancholy means of facrificlng thoufands, 

tthal 
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Ifthat tra6l being very populous) as the only cfFeilujdL 
X-clburce for reftoring tranquillity J 

General Hunter* through the honeft exertions and 
bold fcrutiny of major Fitz-Gerald, fortunately dif-* 
covered, in timej ^he inhuman tendency of the mifre^ 
prefentation that ha(^ difiated and deterjnin^d this 
Shocking ent^rprizc. The devoted viiliins found ac- 
<:efs to the general^ and he cheerfully acceded to their 
entreaties, to fend an officer to enquire into their com- 
plaints, imploring proteflion from the inourfions of 
%he black mob, (they thus denominated it he fupplcmen- 
Varies to the different corps of yeomanry) who wreaked 
their vengeance even upon thofe who had received pro- 
te&ions from general JN^eedham at Gorey ; as diffcreiit 
parties of the foldiery and yeomanry waited their rc^ 
tarn in ambufli, and flaughtered every one they could 
overtake 1 — ^.This n?iturally prevented great numbers 
from coming in for proteflions. Afterwards thefe fan- 
guinary handini made incurfions into the country, fired 
into the houfes of the peafantry, and fo killed and 
iR^ounded many^ Seyeral houfes after being plundered^ 
were burned> and the booty i(ras brought into Gcrey^ 
By the frequency of thefe horrible ejcceflcs and depreda- 
tions, fuch houfes as remained unburned were of courfe 
crowded with feyeral families j and this multiplied 
the number of vjdlims at each fu^ceeding incurfion. 
At laft moft of the inhabitants;? of neceflity, took refuge 
on the hills, and armed themfelves with every offenfivc 
weapon they could procure. The elevation of their 
jetreatfi ncceffarily made their affemblages confpicuous; 
and this afforded fome col®iir to the pretext for defola- 
tiea ; as it appeared a fpecious proof that a general 
^jfing was intended; and this was moft ftrenuou% 
i^^ged by thofe who. feemed bent on the c:Acr|aiuation 
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of the anroTtunate inhabitants of the Macomores terri- 
tory, fo a» 10 work upon the minds of fome wel!-dif- 
pofed but timid perfons, an approval of the dreadful 
expedient. General Hunter, however, fasving, along 
with bis general orders, a difcreiionaiy power to *& as 
circumllances might require, fent major Fitz-Gcrald to j 
infpc^l the different military corps that were to be m 
leadinefs for the cnterprizc, in cafe his million, for the 
purpofe of conciliation, proved unfuccefsful ; he being ^ 
yefted wiih full powers to undertake that talk of bene- | 
volenccand mercy. Major Fitz-Gcrald accordingly in- | 
fpcfled the troops at Ennifcorthy and Camolin» and i 
from the latter place difpatched furgeon White of the ,' 
Camclin cavalry, {fon of mr. Ileniy White of Do- i 
noughmore, a gentleman much lefpefled in the coun- 
try of the Macomorcs) to announce his intended vKit 
to the inhabitants. The major then proceeded on 
bis infpcflion to Gorey, and here had great dif- 
ficulty to procure an efcort to accompany him, as the 
ftrongeft fears were expreffed for his fafety, fhould lie 
enter into fuch a defpcrate quarter, as it was reprefent- 
ed i their dreadful accounts of its (late being an echo 
of the rcprefentaiions that had been made to govern- 
incnt, and tranfmitted to general Hunter, who felt good 
Tcafon to doubt their authority. However the major 
was not to be baffled,, impnfed upon, or difobeyed, and - 
he perceived evident features of great difappointmcnt 
exhibited by thofe who would fain diHuade him from 
liis purpoff, as they were confcious that the objefl of 
his milfion was not accoiding to their wifhes, nay, that 
it muft terminate direflly contrary to them. The ef- 
cort very rcluflantly obeyed their orders, and on being Jj 
difmilTed galloped full fpeed back to Gorey, while [' 
the major avrivetlin perfe£t fafety at Donoughmore> 
in the Macomoresj and where he flept that night. On 

the- . 
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the next morning, mr. White and his fon, whn were I 
beloved by the people, accompanied the major to the 1 
place appointed for the meeting of the people ; and J 
{oon after their arrival there* fome yeomen, arrayed I 
in military attire, were obferved at fome diflancc bjf •] 
the crowd. This inftamly excited alarm, and a ru- J 
mour was circulated, that their extermination was de->, J 
termined on, and that they were led to this fpot to be 1 
farrouaded and cut off while the major was to amufe 1 
them with terms and harangue ! — It is providential I 
that the conftcrnation and difmay, produced by thiy I 
incident, did not operate to the major's defirui^ion, as] 
it would have afforded the a.betEors of exterminatioii 1 
every argument to fortify their rcprefentations ; andTl 
it is to be hoped, that the appearance of this military^B 
body was not intended for this purpofe, in revenge for I 
his unequivocally declared opinion of the mifconduifc 1 
of fome of the yeomanry. — The major's death on this ■ 
occalion would have put an end to all accommodation ; M 
and, from the very violent expreflions ufed by the peo- fl 
v'e, on thinking themfelvcs betrayed, nothing but his 
coolnefs and prefence of mind could have preferved 
him in fo critical a junflure. He calmly waited for 
filence, and tbeii offered himfelf as vi6iim, fliould a 
military force of any confequencc be fecn to approach 
them, as his infpecSion the day before was to pre- 
vent all accidents of that nature; and dated that he 
could by no means account for that which occurred, 
but from the mifconduit of fome of the yeomanry. 
This addrefs inftantly produced a thorough convi61ion 
of his indubitable fincerity and benevolent intentions, 
and the petiple una.iimoufly furrendercd to him, and 
continued to flock into Wexford for feveral'days after, 
to give up their arms and receive protections. Major 
Fitz-Gerald conlidered it necplTary to guard the roads 
Vitb patroles of cavalry, la prevent the people from 

being 
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bting infuhcd or inicmipl^d in their return to tbrir 
avowed allegiance; and general Hunter^ being con- 
viDced of the expediency of protefltng the hamlTcd 
pcafantry from the violence and tDac'iinsiinr.? of partjTj 
ordered captain Cornock, who vras fclci^ed ai an ex^ 
pcricnccd officer, to prou-tSi ihe inhabitant!! of Mxco- 
niores> from the aimed men clofely adjoininj! tbcir 
neighbourhood ; and his coipa was accordiDgl)r 
marched from EnnifCdrthyr by tnajor Fitz-Geraldi 
[ogeihcr with a party of che Ennifcoitliy cavalryi , 
under lieutenant Sparrow, aiihough there were five 
corps of yeomanry ftationeJ in and near Goicy. Of 
tbcf«) that which aitracledihc grcaten notice was under 
the command of mr. Hunier Gowan, which it was 
found impoflibic to reflrain from pillage and iliughter. 
It was after the rebellion was fuppieJed, that this body 
Received appoiniments as a cavalry corps, and as fevcral 
of them were not ownefs of a horfe, they look a fpcedy 
mode of mounting thctnrdves without any cxpeoce. 
Theyfcoured the country) asi hey termed iti and brought 
in> without any cercmon/i the horfes of the wreiche'J 
^ cottagers. On a day of infpeflioni by major Fitz- 
Geraldi however* the poor claimants recovered their 
horfeS) and the modey handilli, as the major termed 
fhcm> were thus transformed into difmounted cavalry. 

The falfe alarmifls were not at all depielTcd or inti- 
midated at thefe difcomfitures ; for although general 
Hunter reported t!ie country as in a perfe£i flatcof tran- 
quillity, they again returned to the charge and renewed 
(heir mifrepiefentations. Mr. Hawtrey Whitci captain 
of the Ballaghkccn cavalry, and a jufticc of the peace 
for the county, fent fevera.! informations to government 
^f the alarming llate of the country j and the com- 
pianding officer at Corey was fo far pcrfuadcd of the 
> intention 
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intention of a general rifing, tliat he quitted the town 
and encamped on the hill above it. Thefc fejptrefenta- 
tionsj made under the femblance of loyalty^ and by a 
perfon bearing the appearance and authority of a gen* 
tlenan> had not) however^ the wifhed for weight with 
the government. General Hunter was ordered to 
enquire into the information of mr. Hawtrey Whiter 
and major Fitz-Gerald was again fent out> and the re- 
fuh of his difcriminating enquiry was> that the infor- 
mation was unfounded. Upon this the general ordered 
»r. Hawtrey White to fee ^nght to Wexford, and he 
was accordingly conda£led thither, with the greateft 
tendernefs and humanity, by major Fitz-GeraM ; he was 
then put tinder arreft at his lodgings, atlthough it wat 
firft intended to have fent him to gaol. — Mr. Whit^ 
ftill perfiftedin maintaining that there was an encamp- 
ment of the rebels, (though not fo nnmerotis as hef 
had previoufly reprefentcd it to be,) on a rock of great 
extent in the fea, two miles from the land, whitherthe 
tebels retired in the day time, after parading through 
the country at night ; and he expreffed a wifli to btf 
fent with a party by land, to intercept them in their 
progrefe to the fhore. General Hunter, however, did 
not agree entirely to this propofal, as he t^-as tippre- 
henfive that the people of the country might be 
alarmed at the appearance of mr. White coHduiSling a^ 
military force ; and that they would be inducec} to fly 
at bis approach, which might gtve fome countenance to 
the information ; but although he cbnfi4ered the ifland 
to be but imaginary, yet in order that truth fbould 
prevail over falftiood, l^eordeted agon-boat tocOnvey 
mr. "White to the ifland he defcribed, and that a party 
irf military flioald be fent by land to cut off the rebels, 
■^-hen he fhould drive them from their fca-girt ftation* 
In the mean time the captain of the gan-boat had or- 
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der3 to biingbaclc mr. Wbitci to receive thanks for Lis 
* extraordinary information, fhould it prove trae, and to 
: fuithcr mcalures for defence; but if found 
otherwire. to be dealt with accordingly. The fea and 
land expedition failed, in confcquencc of the dcfciibcd 
rock being found covered by the Tea at the time, and ot 
courfc, if any rebels had been there, they muft have 
been all drowned, when this new Delos immcrged 
into the deep ! Mr. Hawtvey White was conducted 
back to Wexford, and general Hunter determined to 
bring him to a court-martial. Many gentlemen and 
ladies, however, interfered in the mod earneft manner, 
to prevent this invedigation, reprcfenting that mr^ 
White's great age might have fiibjefled him to the im- 
pofition of fabricated information ; and the firmneTs o' 
tTie general relaxed at the inflance of fo many refpec- 
table perfons !! It is much lo be regretted that thi; 

enquiry did not take place, as this and many" other on ^ 

-common occurrences are varioufly reported and be — 
lievcdi in different fliapes and forms, according to th^^ 
bias or inclination, the prejudice or the difpofition ot a 
the narrator?. The general afterward regretted hi i 
clemency, as he was not fenfifale at this period of th -mi 
machinations praflifed, and of the extent of part 
prejudice, the evil efre<!^s of which, evety day's expe 
liencc convinced him too fatally exifled in the county ^^^of ' 
Wexford. Falfe alaims are always pioduiflivc of tl 
greatefi mifchief, and are deemed in all couniri 
offences of the mofl dangerous tendency. Ireland Ifcsj 
fuiFered much by the tales of adveniurera in thcfe in. 
fernal prafliccs; but I am glad to perceive a growing 
difpofition todifcountenance thefe pefts of focielyiwfio 
mud if continued to be encouraged, keep all well Si' 
wfcd perfons in a conftant ftatc of alarm, and fcreea 
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the malignant intentions of their original (>ro]eiS);drs 
from the infamy thejr fo well defervc. 

A coUrt-martialf of which lord Ailcram Iras prefi- 
dent^ was inftituted at Wtxford for the trial of perfons 
actdfed of treafon ; artd cOntr^ary to the estpeSatioa 
and wiflies of the cotemittee for pfoturtng evidence* 
fbany were acqiakted. Lord Ancram however foon left 
the town* and his departure U^as much regretted by 
tb^ people { but his lieutenant- cololiel fir James Fowlisy 
of the Mid-Lolhian GaValry> (q()ceeded him as prefi- 
dcn%'.of the court martiffl. To fay merely that he 
acquitted himfelf with honour and integrity^ would not 
be doing adequate juRlt:e to his merits. I believe no 
judge ever fat on a bei2ch> that difplayed more judg*s 
mentj difcrimiDation and mercy in fele6ling the inno« 
cent and mifled from the criminal and the guilty ; and 
his conduS infpired fo much confidence throughout 
the couDtiyt as to induce fuch as were confciousof 
integrity to fubmit to triali which they would not other- 
wife dare to doi from a well-founded opinion of the tan- 
cour of their ticcufers^ who attempted at firft to warp» 
and afterward to countera6l his upright intentionsf 
lirhich thofe who experienced them can alone appre- 
ciate. Was the charader of Iriflimen fuch as too 
Inany have been led* from mifreprefentation, to be* 
lieve> would fuch a dignified chara£ler choofe Ireland 
as his place of refidence ? Does it not rather appear 
that th^ refult of numerous trials, not only convinced 
him for the inftant, but even left a lading impreflioh 
on his mind> that the people of Ireland were goaded 
into rebellion, notwithftanding the unnatural calum- 
nies of thofe whofe prejudice and bigotry urge them to 
revile their country I ! ! 
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Gencial Hunter's objefl of conciliation was (o eff- 
dcnti tbat many infurgent leaders were imluced tofur- 
lentJer ihemfclves to Uim, on obtaining pvoteelions. 
General Edward Roche forrcndered on condiiion of 
tranfportation> and major Fitz -Gerald accoidingljr 
brought hhn into Wexford, where lie was lodged in 
the gaoK On the morning of the very day on which 
he fiibinitted, a i umoui* liad prevailed of the landing of 
the French in the weft of Ireland, and although mr. 
Roche accredited rhis rumour, it did not prevent him 

' from-furrcndenng. The landing of the French force 
under Humbert) was officially iranfmitted to genera! 
Hunter, and he was ordered off with the queen's and 
2()th regiments of infantry. This fudden and unex- 
pefled news created great alarnii and many ladies and 
genilemen. were anxioufly defirous to quit the countryr 
as they had been at the commencement of the infur- 
TeflioH) and were aiSually making preparations to ihst 
effefl. The county of Wexford affaredly felt an im- 

-preiTion of the general temper of Ireland at this criticil 
period. The inhabitants of the territory of theMa- 
comores, however, (tliough led to believe on the firfl 
intelligence that their former enemies would refuDi* 
their plan of defolation) were imprelTed with the fulleft 
conviiStion, that they were refcued from ei'terminalton 
by the interference of brigade- rriajor ritz-GeralJ, and 
the Immanc exertion of general Hunter's autlioriiy. 
Under this patronage and proteflion, iberefore, they 
wifhed to remain (not knowing that the general iad 
been ordered oiF) the fpontaneous effefi of ibeir feel- 
ings on the occalion was manifeCfcd in an ofFcr of ibcif 
ferviceslo march againft the French. The ftileantlcx- 
prelEon of ihcir memorials to major Fiiz-Gcrald aad 
general Huntcrj I will not attempt to defciibe in uy 
language bui their own; they iiretbevefore-infenwiiti 
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\1ie Appendix ; and although altered perhaps and cor- 
Tupted in ftile and orthography, as they have come 
to me, yet their force and finperity are manifeft.* - 

On the departure of general Hunter, the inhabitant* 
of this country, as they received no anfwcr to their me- 
«nor,ials, were fo alarmed, that they fent repeated re- 
tmonftrances to brigade major Fitz> Gerald, requefting 
his interference for protcftioa. The major, therefore* 
now thought it neceflary to confult fir Jam^s FowHs^ 
on the expediency of going into the Macomores, and 
fir James efleeroed it of fuch mitcrial confequencet 
that the propofal met his moft hearty approbation. 
The major, however, was detained, by his official (ku- 
ation., for feme days in Wexford, and during this time 
he received repeated meffages, informing him that 
Holt and Hackett had come from the county of Wick- 
iow> and were tampering with the people, and ufing 
every means in their power, to induce them to pro- 
ceed ^^rth th^m to attack Dublin, which they repre- 
fented at the time as deftitute of regular troops, as lord 
Cornwallis had led them all off to m«et t^he French. 
From the general uncertainty of the public mind at 
this momentous period, with refpe£t to the a6lual 
ftrength of the invafion ; and from the fabfequent ac- 
counts of t]>e fuccefs of the French on the ftft opfet. 
It may be very well fuppofed, that the m^inds of a peo- 
ple fo lately refcued from concerted extermination muft 
be ftrongly affefled, and ready to be influenced by the 
folicitattons and remonftrances of the adventures wiho 
came among them. It therefore required the utnioft 
addrefe and energy to fix th^ir wavering opinions, and 
brigade-major Fitz-Gerald accordingly fet out from 
TVexford for this purpofe, and on the way he met dif- 
ferent groupes afleaibkd in anxious uncertainly wljat 

Qo2 to 

♦ See Appendbr, No. lo. 
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to dctcrraiDC. Thefe, however, on being aSiirca ^ 
the major, ihat neither he nor fir James Fowlis were to 
quii Wexfoidi under whom the people were fure of 
proEe£iion, all their fears and apprehenlions were 
calmed. The major reprefented that, if they left tht 
couniryi rheir wives ant! families who fo lately efcapeiL 

K extermination, would be left dcClitutc and defencclefK. 

[ It the mercy of their enemies, who would not fail ii^m 

^Jtake advantage of their abfenee as a pretext for theic 
dc(\ru<3ion) and this argument prevailed. Tho' mansr 

\, ^d various were theop.inions major Fitz-Gcra!d bad t^E^ 
encounter, yet he purfued his intended couife am! arrir~ — 
edlhai night at Donoughmore, and here he was futlh^^r 
convinced of the reprefentaiion of the people. ISe 
heard the fignala of movement made by Holt ark,cl 
Hackctt ; but the people remained quietly at hone^ 
and fufFeied thefe adventurers to depart,. accompanied 
only by thofe whom they originally brought along 
with them; and the iniendeJ attack upon Dublin was . 
given up in confequence of thcWexford-mcn not join- 
ing, for much reliance was had aa iheir exertions froiv 
- the courage and intrepidity, which they difplayed iJ* 
^hecourfe of the infurrefllon .* The^ 

pubtui, Decimber 14, liaX— 

" I rciarn, «Uh my !hank»for yonr polile allenl'ton, yont irsnB&pir^ ' 
S you wen fo kiiid at to Ime fat a]j pcmriL Am ciic«eduigl|r (bil >r" 
■ find Ibfoueh ihe whole of your eompilaHan, To llrlfl an oWtrv»p«*=^ 
' faaii, which chiefly come under my cogniiance a> brigaJt-m^or. ll ^ 

* wilh pleafuie I obfcrvt alfo, youi' adherence tn trnih and tmparllalilii^^,' 

* fice from the rancaniiM.rpiriI af partj-fabricBticD, »hicl| is tbe tTKCr*'^"' 
L V tirioa thai ciaki Ihe tiiaoiian above the chit of pirly-firihbltn, "^^^ 
f V diflTF=" ae rapidly as uneninEltBlIi unveils ilfelf, (Ironsly e>cirpllfl<*^ 

in the patl and prefenl limeB. I give jou moch credit in nol rdorti/— * 
le yon might for yooc unmerifeJ fufftringt, by MpclSng tfce urimei ° 

[ ¥ tome rdpeflable perfnos— for iodcfd, if they are not "eiy fa[|elEal a^^*' 
■" very irifenilble, ihe compunaions of Iheit confcientei mud be fufficieo^^^ 

* tormenlioE, There is lillle doubl of your l.ibaurs meeting Iheirdoe^^**' 

* mid fiom an DUprejudiced public, which ii the wilb of 

" Yom Dbcdienl homble ferviat, 

•' B. E. ?ITZ.G£RAt>- -" 
? To EDWARP HAY, ttq. 
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dweiog tie tefl; J '^'^ ^'"eland. that rV ^ P'^P'bl* 
*»« time, of /r ! '«°' »>« verv . ? ''""""^-e. 
^'^''^^^ « Jmjy^ ''' Join Bavfes ^ *'^* ^''T 

f' king " j''^'^'o« or adherin«!"°°°^'""i'j«ai 
'« «s Joog as .L^ "Wing to _-^ J«cw 

*"« that doH, I ^O"^^ there is no n«- ""P«»- 

^* '- '''a^ tht tit' ^^"»u«d indTcr r " '^« 

^* execution .! ^' °'' *'■" reft . 7 ^"^"=« b«- 

^'^ again L r "^^ -'"A caafe '."""^f °»*«ioi, of 
^-^^'•^»«e fit ol ^'^ "*« i3 very tlr ^'° "'^^'^ «'" 
^' out of the'"'' °' ^^<^ P^oZ-TtT' ^« ^''« "- 

'«nnot6mIt her* m , ' 

*^ «»<J executed. If^ ''t/"'^^" "P. tried, co!l'^ 
P'oteftaot ftopkee.; '^"^ » >'«om.a aL ?"^ 

«^««five brewer ^'' ''"^ ""•• Willial K ***"''J' 

"''^"^ ^hich fomc men 
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of that rcgimont were hardened enougli tr> firear! J \ ' 
I myfelf faw him 13 Wexford 00 the alleged day. He 
was alio accufed nf aiding and abetting tiie al^omiiia- ' 
lion at Scullabof!He> and this charge was (imilarljf fup. 
ported by the tcrtitnony of fome faldiers' wives ] and ' 
yet it is an undr-obted fac?, that he was all that day , 
engaged at the battle of Rois, vrheie he difplayed the 
moft hcroical bravery and courage, qualities inconfifti- ' 
Cnt with the odious crime it was falfely fn-orn he had 
perpetrated ,' ! ! But what puts the falfehood of the 
faits alleged againft him beyond all queftion is> that 
after his execution another mr. Devereux was taken 
np on the difcriminating fagaciry of the fame witncffes, 
whoprofecuted the foriaerto death ; but who now, (as , 
they faid) difcovcred the right Devereux. The trial of 
the latter has been publifhcdj and 1 would recommend 
its perufal to fuch as wi(h' for further proof of the 
miferable and lamentable condition of exifllng in the 

county of Wexford during the infurreilion The 

following cafe is alfo diftinguifhed for its peculiar 

hardfbip : After the infurreilion, the reverend 

James Dixon was anxious 10 fpend fome time with his 
ftep brother, mr. Denis Butler, a. merchant in Bridoli 
where he.might enjoy that-peace and tranquillity which 
the diftrafled ftatc of his native country wholiy pre- 
cluded. His intentions were well known to the late 
colonel Lehunte, icho lived in the vicinity of Caftle- 
bridge, wheie mr. Dixon refidcd, and had therefore 
the bcft poflible opportunity of being acquainted with 
his unimpeachable condtii51 and demeanor, invited hint 
to accompany his lady and family to England, ■ wherif 
on his landing be was recognized by fome of the in- 
ccnfcd Wexford refugces> who immediately denounced 
him as a cathdic friej}. By tJiis outcry, (and the preju- 
dice againft his order) tljofe on the beach were roufed 
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Ijiflift feverc treatment on tiim; it h probable iliac 
thpfe mWrid/inr/ttrf/wf might have proved Taui, had noc < 
the frovidenlia! iiittrfofttioit of the rev. tnr. DrafFen* I 
(the protcflantcterEytnan of the parifh where ilie n 
mr. Dixon officiated as a catholic pricft) in terpofed i^l 
his favour, protected and covered liiro from the fall ejf* f 
ercife of their rage. This phitanthropifl divine wa^J 
as diflinguiflied for his Inyalty as his attachment to thf 1 
conflitution of his country, and for his exemplary piet/'l 
and abhorrence of rebelJion, This a^ of manlinefij i 
and goodnefs on the part of the rev, mr, Draffen, cannot 
be too much extolled, and whilft it manifefts thepureft ■ 
fentimcnts of chviftianity, it cannot fail to imprcfs ih^ i 
firongeft convi6lion of the rev. mr. Dixon's innoccncci ' 
which, along with otlicr reprefentations of llie princiA ' 
pal gentlemen of the county, laid before the Inrd lieiii 
tenant, did not prevent his tranfportalion to Botany-- 
bay. This innocent clergyman was brought back from 
Jiilford a prifoner, and lodged in the gaol of Water- 
ford, where he was tried and condemned on evidence 
that is in every degree queftionable, and noCwithfland- 
ing the ftrongeli pi-oofs of his undoubted innocence, 
yet prejudice has been loo triumphant on this occafion, 
in preventing a rcverfion of his fentence. 



The county of Dublin militia, who had diftingutOied 
themfclves fo much at the battle of Rofs, under the 
command of major Vefey, whofe gallantry on that day 
aficrwafd procured iiim the command of the regiment, 
vere fent to Wexford ; but a wound which the colonel 
received at the beltle cf Ennifcorthy, prevented hi> 
coining with them, and the command as well as that of 
%h^ town necelTarily devolved upon lieuterant-colonel 
Finlay. On the night of the 8th of September, 1793, 
tl« turnkey of the gaol went lound along with the 
guard 
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gnaidr (compofed or Ogle's blaesi forinerl)' tLe Sliil- 
natier infinti)') whli ecoeral notice to all the prifon- 
<Tg, thit if any riot fhould happen that night In an^ part 
of the county of WeifonI, the frifoiters were all u> bt 
(hot! — When thefe orders were (o officially notified to I* 
jne. I defircd (he turnkey begone alwut his bufioels) for j 
that no ojfifer would give fuch ordcri ; nor could I be 
perfumed that the orders were girenj aniil the ferjeant 
of the guard offered to fare me from the maOacrej as j 
be faid he had heard of my good aflions dorlng the J 
rebellion. I could not but cxprefs my gratitude for an J 
offer of fuch cITeniial fervice ; but I naturally felt great 'I 
anxiety at the gloomy profpcfl before me, of which 
no doubt' could now be entertained. The gaolefi 
whofe humanity had been fo fuccef^fuL in laving mr* 
Bagnal Harvey, a^ I have related on a former occalioni 
was then in Dublin, being fummoned before parlia- 
nient to prove that fai^l. I was therefore necefGtaied 
to write to brigade-major Fitz-Gerald an account of ^ 
the franfa£iion, and he without lofs of tine waited oa m 
fir James Fowlisj and both inftanlly came down to the N 
^aolt where upon enquiry they found ray reprefenta* ij 
tion to be too true ; but they took meafures to counter- i| 
a£t the execution of this denunciation, fliould it be 
attempted. The commanding officer of the town wai 
fuppofed at the time to be too faS afleep {occafioned by 
a too fiee indulgence of the bottle) to attend to any 
remonflrance on the occafion. 

The departure of general Hunter from Wexford, wm 
an irreparable lofs to the county ; but his pvefence "^ 
proved a great blefling in Kilkenny, where he diiplayed ] 
his ufuat difcrimination, judgment, and humanity in 
developing and unravelling the proofs of the melan- j 
choly Situation of the perfected inhabitants, who were j 
confcqueniiy 
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confequently imprelTeJ with* that confidence, • with 
which his noble and manly conduft never failed to in- 
fpirethe oppreffed. Although his abfence was feverely 
felt in the county of Wexford, yd his reprefentation of 
itsftate to the government had fuch a falutary cfFe^St as 
to prevent alarm from aftuiaing fo ft ious or formidable 
an afpefl as. before. Petty depredators, however, ftill 
continued their ufual practices, and this they were ena- 
bled to do with the greater impu lity, as, under general 
orders and martial law, the inhabitants were liable to 
be fliot apd their houfes buincd, if c.i covered out at 
pight. The regular military, with tl e yeomen an4 
their fupplementaiies were the only peifons privileged 
,to beout between fun-fet and fun rife ; and, as the lat- 
ter defciiption of per Tons now received military pay^ 
they were rendered independent of induftry and la- 
bour, (which ever and anon depraves the minds of 
-working people) and having the enforcement of the 
general orders entrufted to them, depredations and ex- 
cefTes were committed by perfons unknown, until the 
frequency of robbery and murder urged the neceffity of 
furniflifng the countiy farmers* at the difcretion of the 
commanding officers, wl^h arms for the defence of their 
families and properties. Some yeomen and fupplemen- 
taries were confequently (hot in attempting houfes, and. 
this plainly difcovered who were the marauders. In- 
deed, it muft be obferved, that fome out (landing infuN 
gents were fometime after taken into company by the 
primary robbers, and that the religious and political 
differences of both parties were united in the confide- 
ration of mutual afliftance in j'obbery and rapine. This 
multiplied the evil tenfold, and motley gangs of this 
defcription infefled fcveral parts of the country the 
winter after the infurre6tion. This evil was remi died, 
in fome degree^ by fending out parties of foldicrs from 

P p ' the 
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r parts of the country to be there 
; and it was confidcreJ an indulgence by mofl 
of the peoplcj thai a foldier was peimitteJ to quarter 
upon (hem, and his protedlion was parchafed by every 
kind of care and fedulous attention. It merits lingu- 
lar obfeiTation, thai men were called upon to deliver 
up the identical I'um they had coUefled or received by 
the fale of fubftance at fair, marketi or by private hand, 
on the day previous to the night of attack ; and altho* 
numbers could give information againft the perpetra- 
tora of thcfc enormities, yet they preferred filence 
of their wrongs to the rifque of being murdered or 
burned in tlieir houfesi which others had expcrieaceda 
and with which all were threatened if they would dar« 
to inform. 

The orange fyftem now became very prevalent 
throughout the county of Wexford, and was ftrength- 
encd by the acceflion of almoft every proieflant in it ; , 
this general promotion was forwarded by a received 
prejudice, that no man could be loyal, who was not an 
Orangeman. Doflor Jacobs who was captain of a yeo- 
manry corps in Wexfoid, however, did not deem it at 
firft an effential of loyalty to become an orangemaii; , 
but he was afterward induced to alter his opinion, by 
a refolution entered into by a majority of his corps, 
that they would refign if he would not join the afTocia. 
lion. Not willing) therefore, to polTcfs the mere empty 
titlcof captain, he coadefcendcd to gratify their wifhcs. 

It has not yet come to pafs, that any pDliiical aQbeia- 
tifn has invariably adhered to the principles that dic- 
tated their original formation ; as fdme individuals ge- , 
jierally dictate to the body at large, and raife them- 
fclves to conrequcnce bj the Ripport of their adherents. 

who 
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^^po cannot recede without deviating from an avowed 
principle of honour) which binds them together ; and 
the fnciely thus (1ioi-«s its leaders into confc'iucncei and 
thefe frequently when they find another opportunity 
of benefiting themfelves, fecede and make way for 
Bcvr adventurers to fuccecd themi and the fame routine 
takes place, fo that the individuals of a political fo- 
ciety aie (o far not their own maftersi but arc led on hj 
party on various occalionst to give public fanflion t»_ 
what they inwardly difapprove. I however know va- 
luable and eftimable charaflers^ podcfling thtc utmoft 
integrity, members of political focielies, and whofe mo- 
tives and conducl are unexceptionable ; and although 
I approved of their principles and a(iiions> yet 1 have 
ever and always avoided entering into any politi- 
cal foctet/) from acnnCideration, that I might there- 
by be obliged tofurrender my opinion contrary to my 
inclination, and would not therefore feel rayfelf tho- 
roughly independent. From a review of the many and 
'Various political focieties and parties in this unaccounc- 
ftble age, I have obferved, that in the moft perilous 
times, well difpofcd pcvfons, unconnected with partyi 
}iave efcaped, where others, venturing into focicties, 
have been cut off, for no other reafon but their afib- 
ciation has been inimical to lome other^ that> in the 
4urn of afTairs, gained an afcendency ; and thus hai 
■one political fociety nfen on the deftruflion of ano- 
ther; while a true lover of his countryi individually 
engaged in the purfuit of whaicv«r is for its advantagcj 
Jias outlived the florm. Moft political focicties avow 
theit fentiments publicly, with a view of obtaining 
general approbation ; my information does not, how- 
ever, enable me to give a Iketch of the two rival fo- 
cicties of united Iripimen and orangemen, whofe rivalry 
lias indeed been produ^ive of fuch ferious confe- 
^eoces in Ireland. I mud therefore refer my readei 
Ppa 



] 



5t9i II»SURRKCTION OF TU% 

to tht tnemoire and Examination of meffrs. 0*Corinori 
Etn.. «nt, and M'Neven, publifhed in London and 
Dublin, fince the T^ebelliou, as the moft authentic ac- 
co^unt extant of the rife, progrefs and ultiniatc vi^wa of 
the foriher focicty ; but I ipuft alfo obferve, that the 
utmoft extent of the information during the infurreflion 
in the county of Wexford was the oath of admiflion 
and fccrecy : and with veipecl to the latter focifcijr> I can 
make no authentic reference whatever. 

Orange affociations became at length fo general and 
Indiicri'ininate, that their menibers could by no means 
be conlidercd capaole of conftiruting a fele<3: affem- 
blage> as multitudes of them were of the loweft an 



moft uninformed vulgxr, and of courfc fubjeft to th^^ ^c 
Weakeft pafl&ons, prejudices, and frailties of human na- -jftj" 
ture. Many of them certainly did no honour to th^ Mri\t 
aiTbciaiion j but it mud be alfo faid of united Iriflimen.ir'SK: :n, 
that individuals of theth, contrary to the avowed prin^-:x in* 
cipJcs of union and brotherhood, which they wer:»" .^re 
fworn to pre erve, difgraced.themfelves by afts quir j^ jjte 
oppofite to the ipirit uf their inftitution. Freemafonr^ — ,K-ry> 
thciu^^ ve'7 generally embraced throughout Irelan .^rmnd, 
Jias yet escaped fimi'ar jaiputation, which I belie _ ■ ^^ v^ 
owing [o ii.^ beiiig rather a facial and moral than po^izia3ii, 
tical frateinit.y. 

I have converfed with many gentlemen who avot^^^^j 
theniielves orange meiiy and wliofe condu6l and p~ t//?- 
ciples, I have eve-y reafon to fuppofe honourable ; ~^et, 
I have heard them declare, that they would by- ao 
ineans graduate in the fociety, but remain in the "iridtt 
of fimplc orangemeHy not meaning in any degree to 
.compare thefe hpnourable men to the orange informers 
in Wexford^ on the 2,cth of June, 1798, who faid thty # t 

had not taken the furfk degree of the order. How I fc 
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the condufl: of perfons airuming the name of orange* 
meny in the county of WexfoiH, may be viewed by the 
airociation at largr, I knp\r not ; blit riutii impofes on 
me the taflc of re ating the melancholy confequences of 
the condufl oF foine who avowed themfclves orangetnen. 
jAfter the inlurrcclif n in the county of Wexfotd was 
ruppreffedj omn^emeri wore ribbands and medals with- 
out any dilgiiife, an i on the death of aH orangeman$ 
the general ..'ecorations of black w^re laid afide, and 
orange fubQitutel at their wakes and funerals. After 
the interment roufes have been burned, alleged to be in 
^retaliation for the previous condudt oi croppies y whofe 
lioufes were adia'-.ent to the c^.urch-yard. Not un- 
frequently on t'le night of a well attended funeral, or> 
cifter a rejoicing day, a catholic chapel was confumed> 
^nd the frequency of thefe conflagrations manifefts the 
TOofl rancorous fpirit of intolerance and inveterate 
party preiiiilice ! ! ! What m?kes thefe tranfaflions 
inore lamentable, is. that not a fingle perfon has as yet 
fceen puniflied or oven arreHed for the perpetration 
of thefe crimes. Is it poffible ti is could be the cafe 
fcut through the fupipenefs of the magiftracy ? — Ho^jfr 
could the repetition and impunity of fuch a<9s be other- 
>pi:ife accounted for, but from their not doing their 
<luty ? and does not fuch negleft neceflarily imply con- 
nivance ? — -From my knowledge of the country, % 
'^i'OuM venture to flake my exiftence, that I would dif- 
cover the perpetrators? had I the afliftance of an Eng*. 
lifh or Scotch* regiment to ptoteft thofe who could 
give information from the mercilefsfury of thefe incen- 
xliaries ; and it is inuch to the difg race of thecountry^ 
that this is not accomplin^ed. A reward of lool, was 
oifeied for the difcovery of thofe that had burned ca-» 
tholic chapels by the grand jury of the county of Wex- 
ford, at the fummer affizes, in 1799, publifhed income 

Dubl^i papers^ which however produced no informatiortw 
'-W Chapeh 
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Cbipels burned in the county of Wexford and dlocefs 
of Ferns, with the dates of iheir rcfpecli?e conila- 
gratioD. 
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The proteflant church of Old Rofs was burned on the 
fecond of June, 1798. 

Thefe and many other fhocking deeds could not 
have been conftantly reiterated throughout the country, 
wercthe magiftrates willing to do theirduty ; and it is 
aAonifhing that the country gentlemen could fo far for- 
get their own real intcreftsj which are fuperfedcd by 
the narrow and prejudiced notions with which they are 
blindfolded. It will fcarcely be believed that fuch ne- 
glect was poffiblc ; and the gentlemen themfelves will 
lament it hereafter, when they come to their fober re- 
CollciSlions, and feci the melancholy effeils of religious 
prejudice! in the inevitable confequences of leaving 

fuch adts unpuniflied ; which although they did not ac — ' 

tua!!y commit themfelves, yet they have encouragec V J P' -^/ 
them by their ina£livity and negligence. 



It is to be obferved, that the infurrcflion was coni=r 
pletely fuppreffcd in the county of Wexford, in Jun*- 

J798,^preTious to» and during which period, fir 
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Rllioltc chapels appear to have been burnt) and the re- 
maining conflagraiions took place when the country 
was not dirturbed bj any other tranfaiRions but thefe 
enormitiesj peipetiated wJien the utmoft iranquillitjr 
otherwife prevailed. Vsr^us Hepreilaiions aad cx- 
cefles were alfo comaiiiied thiough the country. 
Murders -were pievalcnt, houfea were burnt, and 
notice3 were pofted on the doors of many catholics* 
defiring them to quit theii habitations, of a fimilat 
tendency with ihi'fc in the county of Armagh in the 
year 1795. The notices in the counties of Wexford ■ 
»nd Wicklow, pre*aient in 1798, 1799, and iSoo, 
Were conceived pretty nearly in the following terms j 

•* j4 S we pve you notice in Jix days to quil^- 

*" or if you don'l, hy G — ive tvill vijil your kotife tuith 
•■ Jire, and yourfelf ■with lead. — We are the grindersp 
^' Moll DoyU's true grand-funs." 

Thefe and fuch like notices were pofted on the doon 
<if catholics in the night, and many quitted ihcit 
iioufca and habitations in ronfequence of fome of thefe 
threats being put into aftual execution, I fhall cite ui 
■example of thefe dreadful prailices, exemplified in the 
^:afe of mr. Swiny, a pvoieflant gentleman, who refided 
Mot fevcral years in Yorkfliiie, and had an eftate called 
^^ouit, between Oulard and Ballecanow, which was 
tenanted by many catholics, whofe leafea expired in 
3799"; but who, by the prevailing fyftem, were ren- 
dered incapable to retake their rai'rQ.«) as their houfes 
>irere all burnt, and all the property they poffeflcd 
^eftroyed ; but what manifefted tliis bulincfs quite 
iyftematic was, that notices were pofted up, afierwartj^S 
*hrougli the country, purporting that no -pa-piji JhouH ■ 
-3>refume to lake the lands s and thai, if ewH a fan tf 
.^Idl Boyk Jlimid offer more than half a- guinea an 
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am, (worth fifty fliillings>) ht Jhiull ferfeil all privi- 
hgei «f the/'atetfiiyi and undtr^o the fame purujhmenl 
far his tranftrt^on. as if he was a papift. The laadl 
of Couilthus profciibed, remained uaflc for nearly 
two years I Is it not melancholy 10 reflefl thai this I 
and many fach manifeft ooiragc*, but moie prevaleoC 
in the Macomores than any otiier part of the county* 
did not roufc the feelings oF lanillor.is, at a litnc ihal 
Ihcir own iniercfls were fo clcrfely conneiHed with tbe 
fuppreilion of fuch deeds? — And yet the tribe of 
middle-men fcems m hxve fo much influence, as to be 
able ftill 10 keep up i!.e tike occurrences) in t'je hop« , 
that Ihcy miglit benefit by the dcftriiflion or banifh- 
ment of tlie great majority of tfie pi-oplc. Miferable 
policy, that low minds alone, debafed by prejudice* 
can harbour ! — Thefe cannot befenfible that the popu- 
lation of a country conAittucs ii>: principal advantage 
and is what enables them to raife themfelvcs on a 
foundation of which tl;ey meditate the defiruclion, 
and thus endanger the fuperdtui^iire which they wifh 
lo enjoy ; not pcrceiting that it muft totter> wIicD fo 
undarmincd, and involve thciufeives in the general 
ruin 1 

Courts-lnsrtial continued to fit in Wexford for nearly I 
three years afieriheinfatveflion, althougli the regulat 
allizes and general gaol delivery were refumed in the 
fpring of 1799. Frifoncrs conGned in the gaol gf 
Wexfoni were parcelled out into different lots, to be 
tficd by the civil and miliiary tribunals,- according to 
the difcrimination-of t!]e gentlemen of the country! 
others have been arraigned at an aiSzes, and on (liew- 
ing legal caufe, had their trials put off to the next, 
when the judge has called for prifoners not produced* 
although returned on the crown-book, then it has been 
difcovered 
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tHrcovfercd that they had been handed over to a mili- 
tary^ tribunaU and according to their fentences had 
"been tranfported or hanged. With the utmofl refpeft 
and veneration> I look up to that great bulwark* of 
the conftitution, trial by jukV; and fh all always 
«fteem juries lefs liable to bias, than any other mode of 
trial. However it fo came to pafs in the county of 
"Wexford, from various occurrences that took place, 
that many prifoners preferred to be tried by a military 
a^ather than a civil tribunal, w^hich the condu6l of fir 
James Fowlis contributed to inculcate. It would how- 
ever, be great injuftice not td mention thslt the judges 
"^f the realtn who prefided in the criminal court iii 
- ^Wexford, diftinguiflied themfelves by their benevolent 
humanity, and the riioft liberal conftru6lion of the 
snanefty bill ; and whenever religious prejudice or 
party fpirit broke out, they Were riot backward in ex- 
preffing their diffatisfailion * they fupported their juft 
judgment with manly dignityi and by their recoAiraen- 
d^t.lons'refcued fome from execution, on whom the laws 
o/^ the Islnd obliged them to ptonounce fentence, and 
^^ ^as were afluatcd by the godlike virtues of juftice 
aar^cd mercy. I mod finc^rely hope' no other opportu- 
nity may evei* occur of making any comparifon be- 
t^^^^^en courtS'tnartial and trial by Jury, God grant 
t^ ^t juries will ever hold in their minds the true fpirit 
^^ impartiality, and then we fhall ever confider them 
the true bafis of a free conftitution* 



-Another kind of depredators inade their appearance 

*^ the county of Wexford in the courfe of the winter ot 

^ *7 ^8 and i '1799* they aflembled lathe wood of Kilaugh- 

^*^3n, between Ennifcorthy and Scoll&gh-gap, and wercJ 

^^Hominated among other appellations «' the babes of the 

•^ zvood.'' Independent of fome outftaading infurgentsj 
-- Q^q defertert 



^^^dererters from different regiments affociated in thS*^^^^^ 

band; and ihey levied fmall conlributions throughout 
tliecountiy. TJiore immediately in iLeir vicinity were 
to fupply their quota in prorifions ; while thofe at a 
diflance were called upon for money, wiiichwas fop- 
plied in general vritliout oppofuion> to avoid greater 
violalioi) ; aslliey, for llie mod part) behaved civilly if 
freely givcni and did not at all purfuc I he fflcrcUef»' 

r^ndu^l of the depredators already noticed. 

t Different military detachments were fent out from 
Rofs and Ennifcorihyj and ihefc endeavoured to fur- 
round iheextcnfive woods of Kilaughrim, fuppofcd to 
contain ihem, bm their efforts proved fiuitlefs. as they 
iiev«r could come up with t!ieiu/'« in the wood ; who 
generally had a rendezvous in the night, and difpcrfetl 
towards mornirgj into fuch a variely of lurking 
placesj that but few of them were apprehended, and 
though fevcral plans for their annihilation were con- 
nived, they all proved incfle^lual. The aflivity of 
brigadc-piajor Fitz Gerald was again called forward* 
and he brought them to a con lint of furrcnder; but, hov- 
ever, fince the recall of general Hunter, who would 
have immediately put a final fiop to their proceedings. 
(His abfence on this occafion was produtiive of fcriou* 
evil ;) for inftead of the babes of the wood furrendcrin^ 
en condition, of being fufFered to cnlift in llic xvtny^ 
»hey continued thtir predatorj fyflcm, during wbict 
they were occaPi.^nally viGicd hy Holt and Hackeic ^ ^> 
and fome of their atbciates; but tncfl of thetn at lafT^'^^'^ 
furycndeied to caplain Robinfon of the South Cor' 
inililia. Sonae of ihefc were fenl to Pruflia, othe;r 
cnlified intodiiretentie2i'nents, a.Td fomeweie execute— 
at Newtown-Barry. A fcwwho diJ not furrendcr, nc^ 
thinking it piuilent to coniinue in [heir old Iiaunt ^ 
abandun^=^ 
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rtandoiTcd . the county of Wexford, and joined the 
marauders tn the county of Wicklow* 

Eftimatcs of the aflual damages in confequencc ef 
^he conflagration of the catholic chapels were made 
- t)ut by order of the government of Ireland, and the 
fams fo awarded paid out of the treafury for rebuilding 
tbein* Many perfons who at dated times had received 
<iertain propoistions of their lofles during the rebellion, 
have bitterly complained, and expreffed their apprehen- 
^ons that the rebuilding of the catholic chapels was 
^o be defrayed out of the fund for the relief of fufFer- 
Sng loyalifts. This^ fcheme of fupply mufl: be confi- 
ered very political, had it the efFe6l of preventing tlie 
citeration of thefe enormities, which many confider it 
Government has thus interpofed in favour of 
^^fs^uhlic catholic froferty. I therefore cannot conceive 
"^ t is intended to txclxxAtcafholics individually. Yet it is 
^^^^Imofi exclufively the cafe in the county of Wexford. 
**CDCca(ioned by the exifting deep rooted religious preju- 
ice! Was' the conduft of thefe fuhlic accufers to un- 
o the fame fcrutiny they have fubjedted others to, 
hey would not appear in fo favourable a light to the 
"^^jirorld as they wifli to maintain. Poor claimants have 
en conftrained to frofecute againft their inclina- 
ions, to prove their loyalty fufBciently not to exclude 
hem from payment ! — I therefore imagine that all 
holies againft whom there does not exift any charge 
%ut general prejudice, ought not to be debarred of 
^his -privilege, as well as all thofe who on trial have 
i)een honourably acquitted, as many have withheld 
^heir juft claims from the apprehenfion of general pre- 
judice entertained againft catholics. The cafe of Mr. 
Edmund Stafford is peculiarly appofite. This gentle- 
xian claimed as a fufiering loyalift> and I am confident 
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no perfon in the county was more defcrving of ths^sat 
title> yet for daring to do (o, he was accufed anw j^d 
arraigned for murders on the difcriminating fagacit- :^iy 
of evidence that had been the caufe of the executior <^cn 
of many, but whofe villany was not fuhlicly knowr:^c: d, 
until the trial of Mr. Stafford could not be put of^krff, 
and he was difcharged without trial, after a confini^ ^mt- 
ment of feveral months, for frefutning to enroU h^^^h 
pame among the fuffering loyalijls. 

Although ^he condu6l of the militia regiments, - it 
might be naturally hoped, was fuch as to defy t _=he 
poflfibility of any reflexion on their behaviour; 
prejudice operated fo ftrohgly in fome of them, tl 
the o£5cers behaved in fo partial a manner, as to 
duce catholics particularly, to offer themfelves as 
luntcers to ferve in different regiments of the IL 
Thefe afterward formed a confiderablc part of 
army fent to Egypt. Many, who were doomed to tn 
portation, were alfo on that expedition,^ Then it 
confidered a fortunate circumflance that thefe were C ^n 
out of Ireland ; not from any idea however, that t^tz^ty 
would have been the means of redounding to the fat me 
of the British army, ai\d immqrtalizing their glo'ry^ hy 
^he courage and intrepidity they difplayed ; that nauft 
for ever fjlence their indifcriminate calumniators* I 
wifli thofe who have been in the habit of dealing out 
illiberal opinions refpe6ling IriiTi catholics, may keep 
theconducl of thefe in recolle£lion, as it mayinducre 
^hem to join in praife o.f men whom they ought to ei 
dcavour to imitate. They might thus too become feJ 
fible of the ineftimable value, to any coatitry, of fuc^ ^ 
men, as with proper encouragement, would be invi i^*^ 
cible, and fo prove the moft impenetrable bulwark axi^ 
ponfequent fupport to the conftitution ; far fuperi^^ 
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(0 any thing which the fyflem of coercion can poffibly 
, and this irrefragable truth, I hopei may have 
e weight. 

Ac the rummer aflizea of Wexford in 1801, Jamea 
Redmond was Cried and condemned for the murder of 
the reverend Robert Burr(lwcs, aproteflant clergyman, 
at Oulard, on Whitfunday the 27th of May, 1798, 
and piirfuanc to his fentence was executed on the 30th of 
July, and bis body delivered to the furgeons, who after 
<3ifl'e£ling it permitted it to be taken away, and it was 
fcuried. The coipfe was dug up out of its prave, and 
jilaccd in the fhed ereiled for the pried to officiate, on 
the lite of the cathclic chapel of Monamoling, which 
iiad been burned. This exhibition was not dif- 
«;overcd till the congregation had alTembled to hear 
atnafs on the Sunday following, the 3d of Auguft 1801. 
--Although this man was guil.ty of murder, yet there is 
■Something fo vaftly fhocking in diftiirbing the dead in 
*heir graves, and repugnant to human nature, that the 
"^ileft of pikemen never were guilty of fucli a tranf- 
^Sion in all their uncontroulable fway. Independent 
^f the favage difpofition oF this occurrence) the difre- 
^ard for religion is fo manifefl, that it is the more la- 
3nentable, as it keeps alive thofe prejudices which ic is 
:;fomuch the intereft of all parties to fupprefs. 



^ 



The ratification of the treaty of peace whh the 
"Trench republic, has brought back many who were 
diflinguifhed in fighting for their country in the navy 
and army; and thefe, upon their return home, found 
many of their relatives deftroyed ; and on being inform- 
ed who the depredators were, they were induced to ac- 
coll them at different fair's and patrons through the coun- 
try, intimating that they had proved themfelves loyal 
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sten bjr Bghtiog tlie coemin of tbeii crrantryi an J not 
by murdcnag their oeigbboura or fiieaJs or burning 
their lioDles. Thcle a!tercatioDS cna(i%at\y produced 
6gbu> *od the refu't, though it has diQurbed the pub- 
lic pcacct f ct bas caire^cd, io lt>mc Regret, the over- ^ 
bearing contempt in vhich fame higli-fpokea gentry < 
held the gcaeralttj of tbe peop!e> whom ihty dov coh^ .] 
defcend to refpc^ ibroogh tticte their relatives ; nay, ^ 
they treat with more refetve fonie of the Tcryinfor- i 
gents> vt:o have raurned from tianfporiaiion, after l| 
having obliterated allDain of previous political delia- I 
quency by their fubfeqaent exploits in the fervice of l 
their conoity; and thus do the brave ever awe cow- \f 
■rds into ll<ame and fubmidioti ! — The rooted aveifioa* 
however, which has been, by various means, encou- | 
laged and iaculcaied agaiuCl the great body of the peo- " 
plei has led maoy to adopt the molt illiberal exprefti- ^ 
ons; and I am forry to learn, that both in high and ' 
low lifer it is a prevalent notion to deplore the exifience ' 
of the amnedy bill, aa it precludes the accomplinimcoi 
of the views of exterminating thofe who are protefled 
by it from tiidircriminating vengeance. Thofe who 
make ufeof fuch langunge fcem to have no notioo oF 
the Climes which call to heaven for vengeance] I would ' 
lecommend to thofe who exprefs fuch an illiberal and 
{hocking feniioiem to rcHe-£i ferioufiy, whether they aic 
not pi'ote6)ed by the indemnity bilis, as they might | 
othcrwife be exhibited on the gibbet. Lee tliefe unrc- ' 
flcQing afTertors of prejudice look to the faie of go- ' 
Ternor Wall of Gorec. The recurrence of their oxvn 
deeds to their minds, by fuch a contemplation) may, J 
perhaps, produce hearty contrition for their pall mif- " 
conduit, and may induce them to make what repara- ' 
tion remains in their power for the many injuries) in 
various fhapes, which ihcy have coaimitted i — Though i| 
juflicc I 
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juftice dlJ not overtake the governor of Goree for 
twenty years ; yet then the recital of his horrid crime^ 
of ordering a foldier, whom he confidered refraflory, 
to be lafhed which produced death 9 roufed the Englifh 
nation 9 and exemplary punifhment was the confe- 
qucnce ! — If this folitary cafe, which regarded a dif- 
tant colony 9 excited fo much indignation in the breafts^ 
of £nglifhmen> can the fame people overlook iimilar 
and greater deeds 6f atrocity committed a thnufand 
times over againft the Irifli* now incorporated with 
themfelves ? — Can the feelings of any wife^ juft and 
good man be with-held from moft earned endealrours- 
to contribute all in his power to the coalefcence and 
harmony of all parts> as well as of all ranks of the 
united kingdom ? and if that defirable obje6);' be at* 
tainable> and I do believe that by proper manage- 
ment it can be effected* who is the monfter that will 
oppofe its accomplifhment ? But it muft not* it cannot 
be oppofed. A merciful and benevolent fovereigny* 
«vbofe throne is now fuppported by confolidated domi* 
nion^ and the united attachment of all his people> will 
iK>t fuffer fo valuable a portion of them* as the great 
xaajority of the Irifli> to be debafed and degraded by 
ihraldom the moft intolerable^ while they are deemed 
Xo man his fleets and armies in a proportion greater 
than the one-haIf> and difplay the moft unrivalled bra- 
very iii his fervice> bearing terror and difmay to his 
-enemies. He will certainly recommend them for re- 
lief from oppreffion to his imperial parliament* who 
^ill not forfeit the character of wifdom and juftice* or 
the name of tlic moft dignified legiflature on' earth, by 
being fwayed by the tales of rancour* mifreprefentation* 
and prejudice. They will redrcfs, as truth and reafon di- 
recl, a magnanimous and virtuous people* groaning 
under a partial tyranny* in the midft of an empire deno- 
minated free* to which they would be an incalculable 
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acceffion orflrcjigth. if procedcd from oppreffioa> pCi-^ 
fecatioii.conaiCiaad tbedre«dot threueacd aodmctfi- 
tatcd €XtctSDinuioai — i f tecMit At fft^u»Uy in thcii Utcs* 
libcnicsand propeniesj without impeaclimem of ibeir 
religion and principles ; but fhnuidlhisbe negleded and 
their grievances left a gilliag incumbrance upon tbeiB* 
io cooTetiuence of malcvoteot and fabricated calumnicst ~ 
there will furcly abide a rankliDg dikomeni, likely at all 
times to produce did urbance and did raS ion, which tDoft 
neccffarily weaken and paralyze the energies of the flatc, 
and perhaps eventually annihilate the connexion be- 
tween there countries. I would earncftty advife the 
noft violent and uniljinking fupportere of divilion 
to confider their own real intcreAs as connected and 
involved with the peace and happinefs of the natioiii 
(which an impartial piiDure of the miferics experienced 
can bell inculcate,) as well as to dillipate the mifcoa- 
ceptions of error, and to difprove the falfe reprefen- 
lations which have been fent abroad, with zealous io' 
duAry, to impofe on and niiflead public feeling. 

Myrea! obje£l and earnefl wifiies are forconcilJatioD) 
but if a doubt can polEbly anfe rcfpecling my ftate- 
ments, I can only fay that I could detail more numerous 
enormities that I have, and of which I entertain as little 
doubt as of thofel have 1 elated. I have therefore confined 
myfclf to fa£l3 and ci re um fiances vouched Io me beyond 
the poffibility of doubt, fur which I can produce good 
authorities^ and on this occafion limit my narrative to 
my native diftrifl, wlieie my local and pcrfonal know- 
ledge were Icaft liable to deception or milinformation j 
and fhould the members of both houfes of the imperial 
pailiamentdeera it nccefTjry, in their wifdom, to invef- 
tigatc the truth decifively, I will (lake my exiftence* 
ibat my relation ftiall be found) on an impartial fern* 
liny} extremel/ mudeiace. 
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EDWARD S7VEETMAN, 

SAPTAIN OF A tATE INDEPENDENT COMPANT» 



MEETING OF THE FREEHOLDERS 



COUNTY OF »-EXFORD, 
CONVENED BV THE SHERIFF, 



^^s tail itila rarfSJeratiaa " Mr. Edward Btrne'« 

" a floK of delegatiM to tl" talfiolia of Ireland, ; 
" ban^U felition la ibe legifialure," 



'tiler, reeem/iuirJing 
t orJir to frefari ag 
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J. SIS£ witb a diDidence proceeding fram thomagTihadeandawfuInert 
v>f (he fuhjea, not froinrelpca lo the rer^lutioni I liave he^rd, whieb [ 
^cem exceptionshle in every part ; a circumB-ance wllkli the fi lance of 
*hofe who bring ihr m forward mould fcem to acknowledge. I "iiriplorB 
-Vour attention nfailll L deliver fome thoiigliiB which are ihe fruit of my 
be li refr arches, my honelleft feelings, and the unextinguilhable love I 
tear thiiill-faled country. I Iball not confider the language or grammar 
of Mr. Bjrnic's letter— it li beneath the dignity of th]» roesting, and 
thii great queftion, lo deCcend loan alicrcaiion with inquifitors of wordi 
and dilTcaori of ryllablea : I Ihall enter itito the [<th}tSt at large, aal 
fpcak to the fcopc and obJeS ot the letter, as it affctts Ireland, and aa 
)t it the vKorcflicn of sathoUs hopci and deGm. Yell will not exptft 
R r brilliant 
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brillimt rtftniki »mi exquiiire<leJuaion»of leafooing from amanbom 
■ viflim to llie pLpeiy laws, and driven at an eirly pcrjoj inlii foreign 
climes for pmhibited, imjieitrfl educacian and fcaniy bread. I Ihill 
fpeik likra CoUitr, vlthtAndooc anirwJih tcanknefi, yet wjili refpcft 
and 3 (ear of offkiiiling, iHimavBd by liindert uninfluenced bytnj Mag 
bill iniiU. Truth it lihcl, faflion, Iddaian, and Ireifon in the eyeigf 
tliufc who live by iti oppiiliic, but it it ihe onJy criieiion of honelty. 
the only bafu of lading fculemeiir to your eounrry, and every lorer of 
it thuuld ultet- tt wiib cuuragc, and hear it with patience. 1 belong to 
DO party i I am an Itilhman { I care ai liitic far ihofe wbo arc in aa foi ' 
ihofe who areout I J anrrhe honitrle, but Thrfincereand unbought ail- 
votate cF a wuc-wurn people. I therefore conjure yon to hear nie, and 
forglvE my in.iccirraciri aiiil ineKjieiiciice in Ipeaking. t know thai 
lluitored niinei, illndilutiE pjtiioti, cluiafteri which Ireland mult ever 
revere and love, men wh.) led licr la freeJom and to fame, cine of whutn 
(H!r, Oj;kJ 1 bEhoIU in tHit alTenibly with many mixed &nFrtiion>> and 
who Won the priiicijlle lA prufpeiiiy Irom our comman tyranlE, a prin- 
ciple which remain! a drad letter wiilnut the union of yoar people i I 
know, I fay, that foine of thefe differ in opinion with the perlbtas whom 
1 lake to be the beft and moll enlightened friend* of Ireland : I know 
this, and I Umcui it, and it> it 1 lament the deplorable incmliftency of 
human nature, with the fame poignancy that I lament the unaccounta- 
ble but nieft certain fafl, that tbe wife, the virtuuui, Ihe pbilalbpbic, 
the magnanimous Julian was a petfeculor. In the face of thofc men 
whom 1 teveie, ai I hnpe I (lioidd in tlic face of death, I venture to 
ftand forward ibe advocate of this woe-worn pei^le, becaufc I think it 
is for the honor of the IriOi crown, fur the credit and coafiltency of 
proteQantifm, for Ihe profperiiy and lame of your country, thatBritilh 
pririUgei Oiould be reftoied lo all, who are the fiipporters of Britilh 
and Infh freedom. 1 wilTi foi* equal faie and equal freedom to every 
loyal fubjeft in his majtlty'E dominions. Upon no other lerma do X 
wifli Ireland cnnneflud vrilh any country. Upon llioiecondiiional wilh ic 
for ever confederated with England. Thofe objcfit cannol be attained, 
till catholic! arc emancipateJ, and eatboliei cannot be emancipated tilt 
■hey obtain the eleftiie Iranchife, and an equal psrticipalion of the be-, 
nentiof trial by jury. Whilll tlKirlibeitiet, Ihtir propertiei, and iheie 
lives are at the mercy of thofe over whom iliey have no contixiul,. nor 
CM] acquire a tBntroul, it wiH not be contended the eatltolki are fm. 
7axed wilhtHit being (cprefcDlcd, bound without their eoolent, and 
tried by their jQi/friVj theproiellanit, and not by their peera, their filu- 
alion U the very deli iiit ion of Qavciy, unmitigated , unqualified by any 
thing, but a fleeiing litiecality nhich may pcrilh with the fjihloa ot thy 
Iwiir. 

I have faid it was for the honor of the frilh crown, that caiboliei 
Jhoutd be cmancipited, bccaufe I conceive that honor to be deeply iiM 
nrefted in, and intcp>irably inurnoven with the que^ion. The bosor 
af the Irilh crowa has been perpetually violated by a peipettial breack 
«f faith with the IrillL, ever fines our Englilh anceitoi's h\ It landed in 
thii ifland. They wcic induced to cume hither by a lyrini aiul » ta- 
Tifher, and their pjliiic^l cundua and your'», (lor we have been «)l 
vuilty alike) has never unec belied the principlea of tiiHr Introducer. 
;Henry the lecund> granted ibe liiUi the eominon law of l^ngUndi ■nd 
'tht^ gratefully received and iWore lo the obfervance of it. They ia 
juHicei became entitled to the bencli! of ihnt law. — Inltead ot (bii, 
cveiy nifiii^ wltitk Iraud fa\i)d Litv^st^ Avjcice fuggeft, or violence to- 
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force, were employee! to plander and deiftroy the brave and fimple aboriv- 
f^ines of tbe ifle, whilfl the duty of their kings, whom they had f^rorfi 
to obey, and who from that inftant were bound to protect them, (lum- 
fiered or rnther prefided over thefe cruel outrages upon human nature. 
Sir John Davis fiys, the old Iri(h were oUt of the prote6lion of the law, 
lb that ady Englifliman might opprefs, fpoil, or mtirder them with im« 
punity. Sir John was certainly poflelTed of a better underftanding, and 
liad more honeily than mod Engliftimen, who have ever blelTed us with 
their prefence in this ifland : yet he was an Englijh man't that is, afof t9 
Irijhfitedom, and wiflied to throw the whole blame of thofe horrible and 
abfurd oppreflions, as Hume phrafes them, upon the Engliih fettlers. 
Xliofe lettlers were guilty of innumerable villainies to the ancient Irifh ; 
yet thty wilhed not that their enmities fhould be immortal, like modern 
fettlers, but fought atlaft to bury all animoHty in the mutual peace and 
harmony of a final coalition and incor)M>ration'. What did the £nglill^ 
Irifli king of the dayf Alarmed at this incipient incorporation, and 
profpe6l of happinel's held out to the people, he difpatches hia grandfoiiy 
Lionel, duke of Clarence^ to connteradl it, and to revive the dying 
embers of civil difcord. This prince pafled the famous ftatutes of Kilr 
Jcenny, (b much extolled by England, and thedaves of England, that 
^nce more fowed the feeds of that everlafting hoftility, which divided 
the fon« of Ireland froni each other, and has fubfifted in one honid 
. fliape or other to this very day. The Englifii fettlers inflamed by thofe 
diabolical laws, became the executioners of Engliih vengeance and 
hatred, and the bafe procurers to Englifli pallions. The profcribed na- 
tives were driven into rebellion, and then difpofltffed of their property 
for the unavoidable eflFe6ls of the crimes of their oppreifors. You fcf 
I feel little propenfity to canonize the vices and follies of my anceftors» 
like fome noble lords,* viho might judify the maffacre of St. Bartho- 
lomew's day and the fires of Smithfield upon the fame filty principle of 
miflaken pride. Near four hundred years paffed away, during this 
dreadful fcene of mifery, rapine, and blood, in all which period,'every 
virtue was invoked, whilft every crime was perpetrated. The fword of 
War was at length fheathed and the fword of juftice commenced the work 
of extermination. The Engliih now availed themfelves of every chi- 
canery of law to oaft the natives frum their remaining lands. They did 
this without danger, for they did it with fraud, by the fafe and bloodleft 
ttiethods of f^atutable plunder. In thefe iniquitous proceedings they 
^ere fan^iioned by their king, the king of Ireland ! This royal mif- 
creant confifcated fix entire counties without having found or looked for 
^il evidence of guilt, whilft he boafted of ht» defcent from the ancient 
inhabitants whom he fpoiled. Subfequent kings, have not been lefs 
fairhlefs to Ireland. The infincerity and tyranny of the bleflfed martyf 
*-— the profligacy and ingratitude of Charles the fecond^-^the holy impo- 
£tions — the cowardice and bigotry of James have been all equally fatal 
«o— -all equally levelled againft Ireland. Your glorious deliverer'^ 
open and avowed fupprefBon of our native and favourite manufaflure 
jHiM be no recommendation to any body who is a lover of Ireland. That 
he confirmed you in your eftates, is partly true : but it is much more 
true, that you dearly bought that advantage by the facrifice of the inr 
dependence, trade, commerce, manufactures, profperity, and name of 
your country. He drove a Dutch bargain with you, and you bar- 
tered your freedom for a paltry confideration. You and the catholics 

R r » ' irnce 

• 

f Lords Eooifkilleii and ATdborouj^hii 



}r ATFEND1X> NO. I. 

lince hare been fet at variance, in order to govern you vith a rooire 
iniquity, contrary to the duiy and honor of yout kings — the fo 
fa!ih of trEaties ha> been rioUted by the houre of Hanover, in the ) 
George [he fecond, by which the catholics were depiived of the ele 
franchile, their unalienable lighl — the price of iheir blood — [be h< 
able condition of iheircapitulalion at Limerick i— llhereforeraj, 
for the honoiic of llie Ii-i(h crown, that kiog George ihe third IbouF 
pilr the wrungi of his predecelTorB to a loyat and unfortonatc race ' 
(hough he ii not the otiginal author of ihefe wrongs, yet at ihe 
never dies, he i% in Tome degiee chargeable \vith (be wrongs eonci 
under hit government, a^d ftinds actountable in his reputiiion fa 
evil he ii at no paine to prevent. Tl>e reconimendatioD of this la* 
of juHicc from ihe throne, will become him full as well as ther« 
inciidalian of charter fchooli : he Aould a[ lalt remembcTi that 
uanccand prateflion are reciprocal : he fliould ite.if in mind, tbal I 
Knger defcrves to be a king, who fyflcitiatically CEifes to be juft to 
lions of his.Aihjefls. 

The credit of proteftar.t ifm and its confillency is equally involvl 
thii great qiicliiun of catholic emancipation. The protedanlB a 
doned the roman catholic religion for one fundamental reafon aim 
others : bccanfe lliey pronounced its followerB 10 be petlecutors 1 
principle, and to want charity, that grand defideralum in Irel 
without which religion ifJelF is raiher a ciirfe than a blefling. ' 
fhould now abandon the proteftant religion for the fame reafou, if 
are Irue 10 their original prtncipies : fur the protellanta of Ireland 
been perfecutois — norelentiug, inquifiiorial perfecutort, for i^war< 
^wo liundicd yean. But the fpirit of neither religion is perlecutii 
bad priefts, bad minifteis, bad parliaments and bad kings have 
Terled the princi]ites of both, for the purpofe of fixing a lawlefs .' 
on the necks of their fellow-erearjirci. ScaiHii naminibm rapere I 
riiini, has been iheir maxim. — Good proieitsnts and good catliolics 
*ver reprobated thefe fanftified iniquities. The worthy cardinal 1 
in the reign of ihe fanguinary queen Mary, though a catholic upon | 
ciple, teeomtnended (oleraiian ; biJhop Gardiner, though ready lO' 
form to any religion for inlereft, taught ibat pe.fecutiun was lai 
The hiftory of the JewiJh and the chrillian religiLinai incentrovon 
proves the truth of that axiom in the fchoals ; (hat what is beft, 1 
toirupted, becomes worft. — The purer theworftiip (hemoreabomia 
bas been the peiiecution it gave rife to, and the more cuirupt the 
rality praflifed in its name. The pame of God has. bceit ihe-wa 
word for the abominations of man. The religion of the Jews was 
and fublime — their mannners and difpofiNon deteiiabic ;— the rel^ 
of the ancient Egyptians was ablurd and impious — their nwaneci' 
government were the glory of huinaDi:y and model «f naiioni. ' 
lame iDDral mifchief I have defcribcd ainongft tlie Jewi, muft unq 
tionablj be prodtieed againj when more truil is repofed in faith thi 
charity ; in profeifion, than good works. The knave profeiTeianyd 
~-rhe buncA man praSifes without piofelfioii— ^ poet, wlio knew 1 
and woman well, writes : 

irAor^ir'i/ailA it iinB iu niighhour's ntsrc. 
If man, bilii've hint, rogue. — — 
Your popery laws engender and propagate tliis evil with a foul inen 
—They pucifli a belief in catholics, which being harmlefs, ftould 
allowed without the infliaion of difahilitics, and they condemn ptii 
fie; whicli catbolici have abjured in words, and ever proved to bel 
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fliarges by (Yieir actions. You give the reward of honefty, loyslty 
ftnd parriotifm— I mean the right of citizenfiiip—- to oathsy to nngai 
tory declarations and abjurations. For a bare recantation of (he faith 
ff his fathers, and hard anti-chriftian f«K. earing, putt your cathoti^ 
^ighbour inftai\tly upon a footing with youi Telf, whilft all the virtuet 
which Chrift or Socrates ever taught or prfl6li fed, would leave him d 
f ave without it. Do you not daily fee the eif<«^ of tbefe laws ? Does it 
Itot require great fortitude in an honeft man to. become a convert, atid 
ezpoie himfeif to the obloquy and fufpicion of both partie» ? Are not 
the generality of thofe who apoftatize to your religion the bafeft of mail* 
^iiid ? Do they not flanderoufly abufe, and rancoroufly perfecute tbt 
wretches they have forfaken ? And yet, thof^ creatures ilre carefTed and 
Courted, whilft honeft catholics are defpifed, and trampled on i Thus 
^our laws become a premium to vice— ^a penalty on virtue. Judge iheOf 
if the continuation of this vile fyftem can do credit to the ptoteftani 
religion. No I— ^it takes from you at once all pretenfions to protef- 
tantilin and chriftiajnity. 

It is equally fatal to the profperity and fame of your country in 
every particular. It has been truly faid, that oppreflion is a fmothered 
warfare : it annihilates the peace and comfort of fociety. Can the pro** 
leftant efteem the catholic he dooms to ilavery ? Can the catholic love 
bis dppreffor?^ They arc both hypocrites if they pretend (o it. They 
mud in the prefent ftate of things mod inevitably bate and lear one 
another. It is the law of nature, which laughs to fcoi^n the unnatoral 
tnftitutions of man, and what can you expert from fuch a fituatiotf 1^ 
Does not the tranquillity of your country hang by a thread, and areyo^ 
ftill determined to leave it in this feverifh tremulous exiftence ? Yott 
have been bred in a contempt for catholics, a contempt originally inftilfed 
ty your oppieflbrs, the Englifh, and whicb they arc by no means fpar- 
ing of to yourfclves. And indeed none of os have been totally wronged 
by our kind and afft^lionate fifter : for we have not refpe^ted onr(elvcs. 
America has refpcilied herfelf, and therefore (be is refpe^ed. She baa 
performed a very arduous talk : (he has taught EnglKhmen manners. 
I^ut the Englifh hav^ groily deceived you in their defcription of your 
countrymen. T^ey have refufed theni credit for every good quality, 
and fixed the ftigma of every bad cne> upon them. They have denied 
them courage and underftanding, that they might perfuade thehiand tha 
World that they had neither fenie to perceive, nor fpirit to aiTcrt their 
tights. But I tell you again, they have groily deceived you, Thera 
is not in Europe a nobler peafantry than the peafantry of Ireland, the 
great body of the people you have enflaved. The EiigH(h began their 
lyftem of calumny againft the Iri(h> not before they began to defpoil 
ttiem. Had they reported them as an innocent people, th^y would have 
wanted a pretext for their undoing. You will find the proof of tbis^ in 
the venerable Bede, who loads the/ii with the higheft praife^ and the lyings 
Oiraldus Cambren(is, who covers them with foul reproach. $ir John 
Pavis acknowledges this race of men to be endued with extraordinary 
abilities of mind and body ^ and that there is no people under heaven 
who love equal and indifferent jufiice better than the Irifh. The en^* 
lightened doflors Young and Campbell do them the fame juftice, Tha 
immortal Swift, in a polthumous work which has lately appeared, declare.a\ 
that the common Irifh who underftand Engli(b, have a much better ta(ta ' 
for reafon and raillery, than the £ngii(h of the fame defcription. Lord 
Cheftei field and Adam Smith call them the moft able-bodied and handt 
fpme Dien in Eurppe, Camden tcilifies^ that they are incredibly active, 

ingenious 
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ingenious «nd (rarlike. B:itifh sdjulanti inrorm ycu that tUtj ace 
iTiMle foldkn fooncr ihan anj fubjcfli in ihe ihm kingdomt ; and 
America, Hindoftaa and Enrcipe bc.r uritnrfi to the ardour *nd finn- 
lieli of ihiif coongc.' See (hen the gallint race of men toii liare to 
guvcrn, acd ttflcA how you hate goeraed rhem! Yua hare cade«- 
iroured (o unman them, lod reduce them lo <ht Ictrel of ibe beallt ihit 
fcrilh. Bercli by law of almoA every llimalai to indulfry, preclnde^ 
ItOin educaiion, foreign anil datneftic, frum conjugal connejliod wifh 
their faiourett hrelhren, from tvery blclling civil and political, it it a 
miracle that they have reiaiced any tiling human bni ihc ftiapc. The 

froioiype of jour fwiicj', Machiavel, in the eighth chapter of bit 
rince, layt it down a> a maxim, thai cruelty may be neetffary in a re- 
ctal feltlement acqiiircd by var and crimei, but if prolonged beyanil 
that nKcQity, that it ultitnately prove* ihe ruin of ixt npbolderl. Y«n 
bj*r outiltippeit your fnodel i lake care how you verily hii prophetic 
ohfetvaiion. Wheti Ihe city of Sparta "at oTcrthiown by an earth. 
<)u3ke, the Hcloti furveyed the vililalicn with nptuie, and rcdotiMed the 
hoiiori of the calamiiy. Your prvitftint fettlcment i* ftcure heyond 
lilt probability, my the poflibility of dangfri, if you do nut continue 
Ihe icmpuition, and the Ungnage of the conAiiuciDii might add the 
VUTV IB uproot it, in the htartt of ihofe whom you mean to deftioyi 
Yon have nothing to fear from ibofe mifcrable bcingi whofe ancrilot* 
eHate* Ihc chance of war delirered into yoor handt one hundred and 
thiiiy -eight yean lince. Moft of them hare periOied in eaile and in 
want. Some of them are lighting the balilet of foreign king*, being 
incapiciiaied even from dtjko for theirown. Their fad remaint are 
the portera of your lowni, the clowns of your counlry, and higgar* of 
yoor Dreelt. They do not look for povcr j Ihey adt but leave lo die. 
I'he cathutici have given you every fecitcity which the moft folemn de- 
cljraiioa* can give : you bate a much better fccuriiy in their unitbnn 
doncauor, and Oill a he-ter in ihcir inlerclt, that inieieft 



If/iicA Sh thtpoiard of kings, 
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It ii ihe intered of every honeO and independent mind in Ireland, itiat 
the fmothered warfare of oppreflion Ihoiild cea<e, that Ihr feeling:, Ihe 
prcjudicci, ilie palTioni, the laciiltie« of all Ihauld be collefled into one 
comman focus to theer, reanimate and illumine ihit aggrlevEd. palCcd, 
and lorg benighled country. HavE you not had eroogh of vengeance 
and petty delpitable monopoly, and are you (till ref^lved to petGll in it 
«v(n at the expence of your own well-being and honor ? Is not your 
country a prey To foreigners through the imbecility entailed upon i(, by 
fmafculating four-fifths of your people ! Were Ihe provifoes, indulgen- 
ciei, and mortmain's of popery in any degree To pernicious as the ruin 
lind Ignominy of Englilh influence ? Itnpodors delude you, whilll they 
are praflifing ancient villainies under new names. Does not this icflu- 
cnce yearly drain you of two- thirds of your whole revenue i Does it not 
fend undefervlug viceroys lo rule over you to the degradation of your 
own nobility, many of whom were l:nown in Europe long before the 
great majority of the prefent Englilh nobility had crawled from their 
original obfcurity i Does It not (jii^rter the inCgnificant followers of 
Ihofe inligniflcant viceroys, the buffaonl, panders and parafites of a cor- 
rupted court, the traOi and refufe of another land upon the moll produc- 
tive fpots of yourifland ? Does it not exalt the muft unprincipled and 
Ibannicrs politician) ta the very highclt ftations, andfornhat^ forre- 
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^iltn^ four country and denying its independeme," His it not mad* 
' ue.woid ainongll naiion<, and the very faiind uf yout name a 
t* laughter? Are not your minei unexplorej, your fiflieriei nc- 
your imdc and commeice prftriaedi yi^ur manufaflnrea unpro- 
ved, your landi uoimproved, yaiir country denuded of in wood and 
)m ot iti beauty and means of nival Ifrrngth, nay, your very cln- 
ftfter dcbaTed rhrough thii influence* Whence the want u( employ- 
ment tn Ireijndi whence the r^ck-renta of nbfenleea, whence the Tijua- 
l>d appearances and coneomitann of poverty ! Whence the wandering* 
of yaur people to every corner of the earth, (he alarming eniigraliont 
of northern induDry lo America, of fouthern hardihood to England^ 
fiance and Spain, lo the Eaftsnd to ihe Weft f Whence I fay, doei afl 
(bis prcued, but fn'iT) the wide wading pellilenli^l influence ufKng- 
hnd r Kvcn now it is clandeftineljr aiming at the exiinftion of yowr 
Parliament and yoirr bitly recovereil name. I myftlf heaiJ the marquti 
W Downlhire exprdb hii ardent wi(h lor a union in the lioufe of lord* 
of England ■ Ireland appears loofened from i's foundaliuns by thli in- 
Atience, end floats ai the breath of every bold and fljgitious Englifc 
*ani]eitaker, tvho is fent co defame and to devour it. She might amtt 
Aappily maintain mure than double her populoiioni were Ihe iioC inhi- 
-bitc-il from availing herfelf of (he bountiei of heaven. Buc your Dra- 
Cunian laws againit popery, the loathlome but un acknowledged off- 
^fitias of ilic influence I have been defcrlbing, have worn her native* 
•down to a degree of wretchednefi not to be equalled by the wrelcliednefi 
of flavc or freeman in any quarter of the globe : they have given yooe 
Country the melancholy pre-eminence amongft nation) of being fupreme 
in tniferj. But Ihe hai borne her ndverfitici with fortitude. You may 
Khank your Itars, that the fuiclde principle of thole laws has not utterly 
Eradicated (be fpirit of your people. If it had, you would have 
looked in vain for freedom. Had (hey flood alouf in (he day of iriat, 
«kr joined with your enemiei, had they not lilleaed to the ijiflaies of 
Khcir own vinuei, but fallowed your example in wounding chentretvet 
thiough the heart of their country, you had flill been in bondage. 
I'bey difdained the inglmious eiLamplei they pledged their lives ami 
Khcir f<n tunes for your freedom, anJ YOti pledge yours to held them 
in chains I They are a conquered people, you lay : But when they re- 
-J3gned their power in 1691, after their glorious defence of Limerielc, 
Vliey Jlipulaied fur freedom with arini in (heir hands. What did you f 

- ^Vtacn you got them in your power, you Itripped (hem of their armti 
«nd robbed ihem of (heir freadiim — YOU kept NO faith with ca. 
rritOLlCs! They alk for reltilution therefore, and (hey would be un- 
^»orihy of itif tliey did not, Theyalk for the liberty their anceftor* 
yilanied and preferved in (his Iflund 1 I'nr niue-(Et)ths uf [hem are de- 

- jtcodants of ihofe KogliDl who firft won the country by fraud and by 
taiee from the iincieni Irifli. They rdJ ihiir loiclmhers are your beoe- 
ttSiOti, and you am dill bent upon remaining iheic deftrayrrs j for fla< 
-very is ihe dcltiuflion of the people, ^ueh hciug llieir cun-luA and 
;^Durt, is i( dccuroui to c;ilk. of their ingraiirudf ? wwiild « not be- more 
'«ltco[Dlis to retrieve iho honor you have lolt by your own ? You fay 
Cliey want to intimidate you into a compliance with (heir humble luppli- 

* irfuch a man arl have here poartnT'd, bid not eomtd (he audicieut 
imputitietef ihc li^nalc ta Ihe judgmtal.lVai, but arimioilteiej Ikiw id jultitre 

back oa the ililirlhliQn of big CDunlryincQ, it Ihuuld like but liitic from the 
diilrntl of Ihe chiwiler, Ncvi **l*'tliiapenaii'Jlii£il.i jatfUnliimi arSiiiU^ 
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ration*. TheaffenwnU filfififd by thcfaci. They prercnlej apetitun 
|o parlianenl prajing Fur a Qiare ef ihat freedom ihcy conliibule lo 
iHppaTt. Th(} ilid noi mikc chc cotriplUnce of parliament ihe condi- 
tioii of lilcir allegiance i they hive evinceil ihe conirary by (he unvaried 
-tenor of their condufli fur though rtfufed in no vtry flstleriug manner^ 
■midft fcpffs, ind fcurii, and inJignky, ibcir enemiei have not gaincil 
Ibeir point : they luve not driven ih:m into vioieace ; they hare re- 
mained Dnilterrd in iheir loyillyi iheir lave of order, and obedience lb 
the law. — A brave general in yourh^uTe of commoD* inrliei thefe de> 
frncclefi cilizens la diaw iheiE fwordt, and make iheir appeal to hea- 
ven. Thefe oppnlTed men have no fwordi, and if they had, iliey vrou\i 
only dcair ihttn in defence of ihcir king and countrr. They and their 
falhcn have fo demeaiicd themlclvcs in every vicimiude of f ' * 

wilb tbif greil officer may be at ntll difpofed. ShatDe c 
(*bo can thut mock at the unfortu<iaTe, and pour new mifery into the 
agonizing borotn «f a tortured generation [ 

That the catholics are not prepared for freedom, ii a propoGlion un- 
foBoded in reafon and con[rad>J5^d by the experience ol every age and 
the ftflingi of every heart. Liberty which is equal juftice to all, it 
taught by nature loall — thcfairageaad the barbuiait feel in facred im- 
pullci IB completely as ihe philvfopher. The liberty oF England origi- 
nated in the woods of Germany. We know that the Germani were not 
B lettered race — ibcy had no property but what wai in common : yec 
■liefe Durdy barbarians weie at leall ^i free, and at tealous afiertori 
of iheir independence, ai their defcei)danls the EogliOl. Many of the 
mighty barons, who Lxturted anigoa chatta trDiD John, were unablcta 
lead or to write ; yet the rude frelingi of their untutored breafis filleii 
them admirably to wreft that palladium of happinefs from a tymnt. " 
dope we Alall bear no isoreof this inliJious and hypoerilical cant, t. 
vented by the ikligning lo ininead the unwary. To be 6t for freedotm 
it is fufficicni to be born, and it alfoids an addition ^1 aptitude to be brca 
a chriftim — for I hope it is unnecefTiry to inform you, that the fervicC 
of the catholic god and yours is perfeQ freedom. 1 fliould inigine l' 
mjuilite knowledge for ehoofing a reprcfeotative does not He far b«nea 
■he furface : fiirely a catholic has at good an opportunity of learnine 
theaflt of wifdom, juftice, humanity and fortitude which dlftinguift 
a neighbouring gentleman, and recommend him la notice at an eteflioni 
at a prolcnant : or do the magic fyllables of proteftanCifm beftow fenA 
and ienGbility, white the execrated name of papift bereaves its nah^tpT 
Dwnef of every organ of feeling and unt^rftanding f Away with fuck 
fooleries t Were iheir abfurdity not lull in the immennty of their mif. 
chief, they would be as cnntemplible as the dreams of dotards. If yotir 
execrable laws had unfitted t!ie caiholica for freedom, freedom tmlf 
tould recreate tliac moral and political fiLnefs your laws had dotie 
away. Slavery is the worji of ail pofTilde fchooli to leach the principle* 
of liberty : you would not manacle (he limbe of the man you would j 
enable to Hirt in the race 1 Be not afraid of overpowering the tcuder 
optics of yoiit brethren with the new light of liberty ! the eagle-eye of 1 
nature looks ftcidily at the fun of liberty In every ft^igeand ercr^ con..^ 
dltloD of this many cjloured and wearied life. 

Itisalfofaid the catholic committee* is an unlawful meeting. Tbofi 
who fa; fo, do not underltand the law, or mifiDtcrprec it with an evi 

■ PoUerity will hoaonc the memories of Ihofr pmdeot and nndanoted ti 
tiiens of Dublin, who, uiJkikeo by the fcccflion of their deceived fellow-' ' 
fereri, brought tHofe veij men back to theii opiaioti bj the iirtfiftible 
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tnftnt. No. mieting U unlawful which ii pcacrably race for a lanfiil 

''-.whelhcr the mode of m«(ing he borrowed frgm Conftandnople 

., wheiher fiom tbe empire of llavery or the feat of democracy. 

IB caiholio commilree ii not acknowledged hy ihe law, tnlidcrnvtrbui 

' every thing U allowed by [he law, which it a quiet aflenion of 

'( and hurlt no man. Now the objed) of this meeting is not as has 

-.,n foolifllly or malicioiifly faid, to coiifolidate the power of the calhu- 

uci, but to afccrtain their utter imjotence to pratefl themfelves, ta 

^ncentraie their mireriei and their teart, to lay them at the foot of ih« 

'hrone, to fupplicatc parliiincnt to give freedom, confcquence, and 

Qnion to Ireland. They hope it ii no offence to wifh to add dignity, 

vrcngth, and j)ahil|ty to ilicir country, and they are fure petitioning ia 

'awful. — The caiholicB labour under grievance*, and there are two way* 

of .rcmuving them. The one isbywar; tbe other by peate. They 

^fcefc nor relief ihtoiigh the cjlamitiei of war: they adore their country. 

They defile that peace may he the harbinger of their freedom. That 

f>cace can be prefetved by no better meansi than by quietly aflimhiing 

<*nJ hdinbly propoling their grievances to the tonnderation of the 'egif- 

laiure. The legillature may refule grant! tig the prayer of their petition. 

tut (hey have no right to Ipurn the begging, proflrate, and obedient 

Gjhjifl from their door — Yon are angry with cher^iniferable people for 

-filing their numbers at three milliuoi : Voij are then angry, that they 

■^^rere born 1 You are then angi^ thai they tread the earth, breathe the 

9irj or furvey the hi'aven. By (hat lieaveiil conjure you to difmifs thofc 

d sadiy feiitimenTa of Ihoctlug uncharltabjeners from your otherwife gene- 

.Kous hcariB, and dare to have the magnanimity to forgive thoTi; you have 

.Cis deeply and fo cruelly injured. &z united, be Irilhmen. be free. 

1 bear a great deal of tbe favours already conferred upnn catholic:), 
A-aA that their ertuncipation fliould be gradual. — Tile catholics are a 
^rareful people, but die falliion of the day and your own exigencies 
^^ve them moil of what they have got, and y^ur liberality wears too 
raiucll the appearance of fellilhuef. to entitle you to much gratitude. 
ftecolUa tHat you only lately Tct your hand to a partial reiloration of 
» heir rights, nnd that ihofeafli of gi ace were accompanied with no fmall 
.^are of letu^ance, no ftnall portion of contempt. By giving the ca- 
tholics the power of purchaling land, you converted a flux, monietl 
Kiroperty, which might be employed ag:iinlt you, into an iintnovcable 
pledge for iheir abiding by your fate, and bin^ling their own chains the 
yafter ; and by withholding the eleSive francbilc from them, you refufe 
%hetti the fhielil by which ttiey might protect their new acquilition. So 
Vibat the privilege you rate fo high, makes them but the more dependent 
,bpon your gQuJ-will and caprice. As to gradual emancipation, if you 
Kjteai) to treat your brethren as the Gnglim parliament has tbe negroes, 
you fhuuld mark a period for their emancipation, m that parliament hat 
^one for the more fortunate Africans. But ycm du not wilh it ; you 
Sire withholding their riglits fiom your fe I low- treat ii res, and indulging 
«|iem now and then with a tcvr fragment l from your table, fondly hoping 
%liat an opportunity may arife to daOi their hopes for ever) and plunge 
.«hem back into that unfathomable abyft of mifery fiom whence ibey have 
lut juft raifcd their heads. But the cpportiinily will not arife: the im> 
^erilbable fpltit of fieedom bai gone abioad and cLects (he heart of the 
S E meanelt 

.iiin the iiittigues. 




meineil ptafint. "Rt tnifh In the j'uflUe and virtues of liii king, Wta 
hie TIrdy huinimty of his brethren. His king longi itrcady to buiB 
t^s cliains ; FOR HE c-ifi DO NO wnONC : and many br the faVhekSi 

KESTOTIE";, AND PRESERVERS OF fOLlTICAl PROTF3TANT PRtEi 

BOM IN THE NOBTFl, are working feritiufly, honeftly, tiohiy, and in- 
dependenlly in their caufe. YoDR. really abD tIioly cLomotO 
BELiv^ttER, mr. Grallan, and many ol the moll exalted natnrei in Ire- 
Und, are at the ftine goillikc wctic of re.lempiion. The caiWIiM wVB 
flcferve it : for I know . ilu-.n, and of eourfe they will hr free:. Ttwy 
IVaVe mthing to dread : they walk in the fearltlfiiefs of virtuf. 

^ what firall become of the ^roiellatit af:endency > I reTerr thV 
■rcitefhnt afcendtncy, if, like thcprerogatiVe of tings, iii* limited l^ 
jiifliee and the fale^y of the people. 1 fnnnot revere ir if it il nothing 
but an uncomroirlable fway. Such a fway I couK ntver refpeft, rho* 
ftated on the thione of Great Britain, or the chair of St. Peter, ft 
by proicftant afcenilencj you mean, tliac Ihe great power of ibe coantry 
AuttH remain in it>e Imnds of the parent pnirfflbrs, more that) thrA 
huntlred yean would not transfer the pnWEr f for properly is the poWrrJ 
into the liaiids of catholics, even if ihe whole penal code was finvpl 
away at ili'u momtn' ; and I bclitTe it rcqnires no infpiration (o fore- 
tell, that Ihe fully and vrickednefs of religious anlmofity will have diei) 
with Ihofe mho harhour it long, long before that perind. But if foa 
define the protcftant afcendency, a proieliant king, a prat eAant peer- 
age, a (jroteftani houfe of t-jminont, a prMeflatit cotiftimency, anil make 
no account of yoiir catholic brethren, hut wiih, with the reprcfentBtivc 
«f Ibe tfhole \t\(i\ itjuon, as he naa pleafed lo denominate himfelf,* 
thai iheir libertiei (hould be for ever cxtingniftietl, while you hot half 
retain yoiir own, 1 ihhor (be inliuman idea, as I do the aoihor of etil^ 
and cxaftly upon the faiOe principle ; beiaufe i^ ii the eoeniy of mao- 

I have (low done : anil I implore a mercy far your breihren, and juC 
fice for your counliy. If you refufe thitrntrcy, and withhold [hiajuf- 
ticc, vol) fhotild prepare for a urion : things cannot remain in their pi^- 
fent fitualion ; you mull eiilicr glie freedom to the catholic or abdtcaft 
it foryoutfttf. Vowrancieni oppreflbrs are on the waichto inflttne jroUr 
psflionii, Btid' relnfnare yon into wort than Jour far'mer bondage, X 
union Would he advantageoua to the catholic. By it the proteflUil 
would Me Kis ail, if ffeeilom he alt to the noWe minrted'and rtle brate^ 
The catholtc wouKl not be raifei) to the pvoieflant, but the protellilrt 
wooUl be levelled li.twn to tbe catholic, and ra:i): inio a flariSi ac^ii}* 
■ efcence in the will of a country aeca.lloined to flefpife him. The cS> 
iholic woaM be mitre happy : for that liberty lie ij never doomed M 
lafte, would he removed far from hlBwoiinded ear, his aching [ieht^ 
The proieftant wonid have no Confolatlon for gtoiies pad and pTETdft 
fliime. He would experience a ll^rvirQde more grievous ihaa dealt). 

£Etra£ted from the Wbxfokd Herald of Mooday Sept. 94, 17$'^ 

County Meeiing. ' 

Saiurilay being the day appointed hy itic high flieriff to ta]te'AiMt| 

eonlideration a letter; purpoiting to have been written hy order of Mr' 

s of Ireland, and finned Edward S^t^i 

lok the chair, and the letter having bec«i 

1 were moved by the bon. Franda Hely 



• Tke UltRiLUld SheridiB, t% theaM, P. for Cfcail 



. RefolT^ J 



*. Rerolv»i), (hat it is (he urKl(«i''ied liglit of all h;i mrjiHy's fub^as 
toptiiiioneveiy liraiichof ilie Icjiilarort.— ^Jo/Zf*/- 

1. RfJhl-viJ, that it apf^ari to l/ih /necti-^ ii,il l/ir alje3 af tt* f.'^ii 
if(^«/(? by t ft Inter, \f:hkh/iiu berHreoJ tMi dfj from l/ii.i/iaif, ii li 
titlia t^efinfi of ali tjit cajKtks of hilcmi, h srJer ilmt tliiir -wij^ef 

irsy £< laiJ by fewpn tit lAf Jbii( 0/ lie llim^e, Rejefted. 

j. ^tftliJid, i/wttkifa'idpknisaf^reeabifthlfiii, and t^atjhufliuka 
&ah MilkfiVoiir pmctabiy Bad quiilly la airry ij l^fa execvtita, luill ttl, b^ 
"^Jtugiifiamii, <iiiy cff, lil/iiriilr^al i^r iiniiii!flUiili6Hal.—9.c\<^cd. 

AOehjte iDrfumelioiifs liaviii^ laktn plnccii|)uT^ ilic abtie icfnlmion!, 
^liiJ ^e qii^Diuo havir.g been pur, ilic gift «,■»% palted in t^c ajfii'mniivc 
unanimmilly j an4 * divirioii having taken place upun the two laff, (htf 
»ttfl rtjtflcd liy a msjni'ity of one liundrcd and itii to forty-fint. 

This diSLfion fiavinfT taken pbce, mi. Manwell moved the iJllowing 
rercilulicnt, all of wbich wire cariied in ihe ;<l&j-niative. 

We ih^ freeholders of ihe county of Wixfnrd convened by the high- 
fteriff, at thi r.qiillltion of iht'lill gran.l jmy, to lake into confiJera- 
Jitin ^ paper, Ggoed " EdvL'ard ^X' i>^>" P"'' 






sn, (tiling tbemftlvc 



.' ni (leland," think 
itropgttl tern 
Rcrofved, I 
infti.ed of 



nk it highly inciiml' 
difapprohaiion of thi 
'e fee With much fui { 
f^yy conffiiid of lajej-eai!, hv the kgilljuire, 1 
p/ IreUnd, da nai n^tet vvith the ictuni of th 
Vbich they *ttc fojunly e.itlilcd. ' 

RefolveJ, itiat Idtc ili< 



is^to exprss m 

many favours fo llbe- 

Oii the roman caiholici 

id graiiude to 

. , , idirgB ofcilholici are titiwarrantable, 

■f nd ihcir demiinds uni-ealLnable, it is timu for the pio'edants to make 
jh Oai"', and to be firm in rcluling to in^ke liirlher conccflions. 

Refolved, that we fir,i.ly iirlylcn the wlf.ioin of out moft ^rano.ii 
fovereign, thsi he will not give his' fanflion to any niealiiic lliai may 
joiilitateagainft 'he priticiples that placed his faniily on the throne, or 
^end to diminlfll the pmteVm altertJ.ncy of ihii kingdom. 

Mr. Maxwell muwtd an aiidrefs to the re|ire(cnta lives of the county, 
afep eotieat ihem 10 give their oppolition 10 any hill which might be in- 
troduced either now or any time hereafter, extending to the bentlit of 
^he eleflive fiantliirs, or a partlcipatiunuf the trial |iy juiy. 

The addiefs having been a long time itehaieJ, was at lall willidrawn. 

3ifr. Holchinfun then moved the thanks ai ihe meeting Ip Mjlhcw 

' -3Weni>, epj. the high (hetiff, for bis veiy coiiefl and premier eonduft 

-Sn the chair, which motion was carried utljiiimnully j Biid the i|uellinn 

^f adj'jiirnmeni having heen pill aiid caiTisiJ, the meeting was diBolved 

-at a very jate hour of the night. 



3itl,-aaed from the Vi/tyiVOKa Her 


ALO of Thurfday the «7tb of ^ 


September, 

We .he roTnan catholics ol the 'o'.vn 

anxicus to cultivate the fricndlhip of 

ilTiite With Ihem in all the hands of Ibci 


aii.rvicinity of*\Vcxford, ever 
our prpieltant hrethifn, and 10 
1 h^i-inncfs, embrace this filter- 



ingopj 

denl ^ 



ipportunity of tcftifying our araiiudc lu ihe viriiiogs and ii:dtpei 
forlj-fi'Vl, whofcunittd efforts ^*3J inlert|t8 fiippurted mirc^ufi ; 



jiily meeting, convened by the high ftniffon Saturday fait. 

" The raultgnant fliafis of calumny, dlrtHed hy the iron-hanJ of ar- 
bitrary power will never awe ui iotD an acqiiichcnce t>f guill, which 
We tnoft folemnly abjure. We arc, have ()ecn,~and ever fliall be, — 
era/f/if/ and bjal. Were we po^effed of mure otjr d able friends (hoi(ld 

* S » a uaiiicipate 



A PPtKl>IZi MO. TT. 

fittitifattAtitDT, did rhcii giF.«rcii| i(^ <!i£ntcTdkd frilrvorifiB pn*t^ j 
lh( idia «f a Uanfitoi t reward } my, «< rtfpcS our rnonin u oienben 
cf ibc A»ri bill hope thcjr will not ncprct gratitude tioto m bdHI 
ihe^ be come cur hcncfafion, ihat ii, piordfin .to ihe iroe peliiinf 
fattli, on whidi tffpcndt ibc filraiioa of oilr ci>untTy. 

Wt bail our l^luitrioui >nd glortciii pioteflart, wfan w'rfh imfiliUe 
en'rgjr. eloquence aod iniih, pleaded the ciufe r,f injiired sxitKxtMet md 
degndn) bununiif, attrmpting- lo Tufe lit head amida Kt Lmpfaeable 
opprclTiBnl — We liail ihcm ■■ being innljable to.operaiort wilh tbd 
• fiviciiit of oar lountry i on wbom alone, and on men of fucti mtwAt, 
(lependt ifce perpetuity dI the confliliiiion a> cflablifhcdat ibcnvolaiion. 
Signed by cnlri-, 

]AMES E. DEVEREUX. 



No. a ' 

To iht genLamen, clergy, riecholilen, and other iubabitanli of ih^ 

cotiniy of Wexfsrd. , ' 

WE, the underligned magiCraiu uf ihe county of Wcxlord, coe-; 
vinced that you have not a wilfa nearer your heart ihan to have an oppor- 
llinlly of exprefllng your l6ya]ly aqd tnvicUble alt^chmeni to our kinz 
an^ txcclleoi coi.ftiiuiion, (in iheabfenceof ibehJgh-flierilF) requeft 
jour aiiendinceat t^ienaatjmtrl-Aoafe.on Friday, the nth of Jemtan 
Se«'i for ihat purpofe. A roeafutt vie conceive at ihii time not on^ 
liighty becoming, bui alfu elTeiiiiaTly necclTary, thereby to conlribul* 
/olarajin ui liei to ihereftoraiion of public and private ct edit, wbicfi 
vie have experienced lo be materialt^ injured, by ihe fcdilioui pnAicei 
of a fe^'' deligning and turbulent incendiaries. , 

WalUr Here—Henry lialleip—yiia Hur-vif — Ebmizir Jacpb—Jtanfi 
tajd— Robert Him-l/iaio—Jehi Hcailf — RUJiard Newton Hing — ItilSaik t 
Uorc-r-^ohn Cnx—H'iUiam G!afiai—Mil!er Cliftrd. ' 

At a meeting of the ftceholdcn and inhabitants of the county i 
Wexfoid, convened tvy regutlirion id ihe maglllrates thereof, at 
held at SVcxFurtli on Fiiday, the iilli January, i;}j. 

Walter Hore. efc]. in ibe chair; 

We, Ibefreeboldeisand inliabilanit of the county of Wexford, eoi 

Vined by the miigiitratei, think it right at ihi> time, UNANIMOUSLY 

t0 dcclir; our atischmcnt :o the canftitution, confilling ot king, Jurdt. . 

and cummcini.^DnJ' have RESOLVED, , 

That the principles of the Hiitilh, conllitution me founded in wifdoirr- 

andjuilice, eg ualiy providing for tlx liberty and happinffs ot itiepcoplo. 

That an heiedilary monarch, an alTcmiity of the nobles, and a boJf- 

*f reprefen tail vet derived from the peuple, by free and general deilloni " 

arc each of them integral, vital, and rlTeiitial parti of our conMluttoi^ ' 

in lb much chat the decay or carrupiton of any of tliem, vvill tain 

delttoy the whole fyfl««n- 

That the reprefentative part of our legiQjtiire la notderiwd from the 
people, by that free and general cloflion, which the funJamenial prin-' 
ciplet of our conllituiion require, and the lUlc and condition of Ibit 

That the permanent peace and welfar? of Ireland cati only be efia- ' 
bllQied by a radical and tifeflual refoim in the cou^rnius hotife of par* 
liamcnt, and that this objeft once obtuned, 'the people ov'bt xaii-' 

piain coinert andgrateful, 
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That we will, by aUconftUutional and lawful meanff pfomotr^ 
radical and effectual reform in the reprefentation of the people in parlia^ 
inent, including perfons of all religious perfuafions^ and we rely oo tbf 
wifdomof parliament to grant fuch reform. 

' That we are happy thi^s publicly to declare, that the people of thtt 
country are perfectly peaceable and quiet, and we know of no feditiout 
pra^^ices therein, nor do we fee any *the leaft /hadow of, or tendency ra 
riot or tumult in this country ; but left any-fuch.fhoutd be entertained 
or intended by any faaiout perfons, WE DO bECI.ARE, that wci 
will reiift all afcteitipts to Introduce any new form of government intol 
ihis country, or in any manner to fubvert, corrupt, or impair any of 
the three eifential parts of our conftitution, confjiting of king, Jords^ 
and commons. 

- Refolved, that copies of the above refolutions be forwarded by oyr 
chairman, to the right hon. George Ogle, and the hon. John Loftui 
Loftus, reprefentatives in parlianienl for (his county. * 

' Refolved, that the above refolutions be inferted three times in tht 
Dublin Evening Poft, Mbrning Pod, aiid Wexford Herald. "* 

' (Signed) WALTER HORE, 

Walter Hore, efq. having left the chair, and Curnelius Grogan, e(q. 
being called to it, the thanks of the meeting were unanimoufly voted iq 
Walter Hore, efq. chairman, for his impartial and upright conduA 
this day. \ 

i ■ (Signed) GOR. OROGAN. 



No. III. 

AT the requeft of mr. Edward Hay, late of Ballenkeele in the county 
C)f .Wexfard, X certify that I became acquainted with him in the yea^ 
^793, fpr which year 1 was high-ftieriff for faid county, and at whicl^ 
timp the country was much difturbed. I thought necelTary to confult th^ 
ntlemen of the county, aod called meetings for this purpofe. Mf, 
siy attended thefe meetings, and was with other gentlemen as active 
^nd zealous as poHible, in endeavouring to iupprefs the difturbancet, 
3nd\to reftore peaci to the country. From mr. Hay*8 a;6lions and ex- 
preilions, I had evtry reafori to confider him a loyal nnian j I have often 
neard him dfclare, that he did not, nor ever would belong to any po- 
litical focicty, and that he dilapproved being of all fuch focieties. I was 
appointed in -the year 1797, adminiftrator during a fuit refpe-^ling the 
~jiay property 5 on the'ilt of May 1798, I attended at Ballenkeele ai 
l|dmini(^rator, on which day mr. Edward Hay, or mr. Fitzgerald as hit 
fruftee, gave me up pofleflion of the houfe and demefne of Ballenkeele, 
^nd other lands, part of the difputed property ; and delivered what 
furniture he had in the hoiife to his brother, with whom I underflancl 
he had fettled, and declared he would want immediate payment for tliit 
furniture, as he intended to go without delay to America and fettle 
thcre.^Mr. Edward Hay was much diffatisfied with me about that 
rime, but this -did not prevent him from rendering me the moft 
ciTential fervices in the re'belhon. The rebels attacked the towii 
of Ennifcorthy in great force on the iSth of May 1798, on which 
day after a fevere engagement, and the town being in flames, I 
retreated with my corps and the reft of his majefty'*3 troops ftatione^ 
there, to Wexford. On my arrival in that town, 1 faw mr. Edward 
ilay in the ftreet; who fifcmed aud exprefled bimfelf much dillre(I<;d 
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[ i|t what liatl happened ai Enaifcortliy and clfewhsi'e. Ou iLe 19th of 
May, I agnin faw inr. Hay, wheo he wai appiovcd of w ooe oi" (Iw 
^curitici^ucmr. Edward Fiii-Geiald, who w3STheuconlincd in Wexl'ar4 
gacit but was lihf rated that lUy. on giving bail, an4 feni uut ic endca- 
Tourbj bU luppcfed infiucncc witb itiercbeU to dil^icrfe ihcm.— ^n thi 
foth of M ly, after llie r«beU bad cut oft' a deiachmEnt uf the M^tt^ 
militia, ncM- ibe TbiM-rocki, the ivcoju which maithed EramWcsfoid 
to oppufe (he lebeU at that place reircaiid to the tuwn, wc luunii the 
grcaieO toaSitioa prevailing there ; alter fume llpie the Iuwd wai ev^ 
cu4ted, apd dndiiiy it impiiUible for oie, (itiiated at 1 was, to rMieat by. 
bn>l, 1 nude an uitAiccefsful attempt 10 tSiEi my efcipe by fea, bu^ 
wai taken and bMUght back, to Wejtlucd, whue I *a» i" the ma& peri-, 
ions rmiarion, not knowing the inllant I Hiould fali a viflini 10 poput^E 
buy. i W3f lakenioahuure where a number of laUUa and g<Hi)le<ncit 
ytu i a (ui ioDs mob tame 10 this lioiitc and callsil lor me t." be jjut iq 
dciLlh. A particular friend of ipiiicwha was ihcA ii> ibe boii&> alfmc^ 
pie lately, tbai mi'. iLiiwaid Hay went 10 ibe dwr, ftooj thcr». aii'l i<- 
cUrcd they IhoulJ k>ll bim b«twe they fhould huvi a huf ol M\f k'^.t 
■nd hi fiiccndcil in lending them away. — U being generilly underltooil 
that evct> petlan wlio hnd not taken (lie united liiditiian'i mtb, or did 
not know' ibcir HgiHi would inevitably be put todeaihi I a^icd mr. l 
l^ilvraril Hay lo fwcar ure, which he afTuied nie he ccii)ld not ijo, and t f 
have further reafan 10 think he wai not an uniTcd Llllimiin, a^ th« | 
week befiiic the r(bellion broke out, when I v/M at 3 magifiralc giving |i 
tertiJicBttt 10 the people oa Iheii' taking the oaiha of allegiance, lunen- 
tlctiiig (heir arniGi aud giving 00 their on\\i fuch jnlorniation » they 
could, refpcCling ihe inicnded rebellion, not one ol them, and I •wm 
vify firiS i/t Biy taquirict, mentioned mr. Edward Hjy, though thej- 
gave ine informiiion ngaitift inoH of thof<: who In t lew days atier in 
this couiktry were leaden in the rebellion. 

While a priloner In Wcufort], fume people intimated 3 wiih to tafct 
me home, and 1 ibuiighl t waujil be fafer, if where I was well kn[>wnf ' 
than at Wexrotd. Mr. Hay told mt he would not let me go, as I 
~ lutd he certainly put 10 dt^ath, as the rebels jfied with greater cruelly 
' '" ' ' ' y houfe is filiiate.l — An order was fenl 

;ra to be taken from Wexfcrd to Vinegar. 
ie of this order, and fild he would cndea- 
ng lent, as he feared they would be exe- 
le lime. The event proved he wa) right, if 
re afterward taken there and put to death. -^ 



"^afon" 



ai Vinegar.hill, 

by the rebels for 
hilJ! mr. £dward Hay' 
vour to [irevent ihefe mtn bt 
cuted, and he fucceeded for for 

fome of the fame ptrfana wer , , 

The hciif: in which I w.i< for about ten days was often fcarched for \ 
arms and arengemia. Mr. Hay when in the honfe endeavoiiicd ta 
fare me by attending the fearcheis and conducing them to ditfercnt 
pJDS ol the houfe from where I was. When at lalt a party of ihol^ 
icarchers found X was in this iioufe my dellniElinn was conudercd id- -j 
eviiablc had 1 remained there, I was condufleil to the nrrfan-Qiipai . 
place of fafeiy, and I do believe, had It not been dotie I molt proD^blV i 
would have loft my life. ConCdejing the populmity of mr. Haj, ann I 
he Icing a (aiholic, I am furprbed he waa not obliged to lake a cam- f 
niand amongfl the rebels, and I am confidtnt he could have hid an high J 
one was he lb inclined 1 I do ntjt bdieve mr. Edward Hay had any coin~ 1 
mand in the rebel army, noi* diJ I ever fee him appear in arms of airy 1| 
kind ; and I consider it a fotliiriate circumltance tor fomc of the pre- 
le.lant joyalifts that he was in Wcjiford during (lie rebellion, a* I knew", 
thac J;e exf rciTsd his carncH dciii'c, and 1 beli:vc he exerted hiiqfclf, forrr 
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tlie isrefervatlon of many of them. I think it but jtjftice to give trtK 
Hay this certificate^ the fubftance of which I would have proved on Ilit 
trial had I been called oit« and to which I had been fummoned. 

SOLOMON RICHA'RE®; ^ 

Captain Ennifcorthy Cavalry, and 

Magiftrate of the country of Wexfbrd« 

Solfbdroogh, Aitguft 30, 1799. 

I hcniby certify, that on the 20th of Juffe, 179^, while the maflacr«4 
wert pei-pctrating on the bridge of Wexford, mr. Edward Hay cante 
into thejroom where I was with other ladies, he was in tears and feeitied 
tnuch diftrcffed at the cruelties that were going fortiard. I tSLmetSlf 
entreated hitn to ufc his influence to fave the prlfoners' lives. He re- 
plied it was in vain for him to try as he had no influence with the peo*i 
pfc. — I alfo know that he prevented twe!v*e prifoncrs from being fent to 
Vinegtr-hin, on a belief that they w^ould be maflacred there 5 and i do 
befitvc thit he had no command in tfre rebel army. 

Given under my hand this 30th of Auguff, 1799* 

MARTHA RIGHARDS; 



•M 



^ 



County of Wexford, 1 MR . Thomas Taylor of the town of Wex* 
to wit. S-ford, merchant, who was a prifoner in the gaol 

*■ J of Wexford during the rebellion, freely and vo- 

luntarily maketh oath on the Holy Evangelifls, and faith he has knownT 
the prifoners toexprefs the comfort and confolation they experienced from 
tnr. Edward Hay*s deportment and manner towards them, and had always 
heard them exprefs their joy on mr. Hay viliting the gaol. Deponent 
being an Englilhman, and not long in Ireland, had no kind of ac- 
jquaintance with mr. Hay, but always, approached him when he faw bim 
iConveriing with liis fellow prifoners, and experienced the con-folatioo o£ 
liis converfation, although not addrefltd to him, but conHdered mr. Hay 
It be greateft friend of the loyalifts, as the purport of his viiits to the 

faol evidently was to give general comfort to all he faw in diftrefs, at 
e communicated l)is fentiments opcniy and candidly to them i and un- 
deceived the prifoners wirh refpe6l to many falfc reports that were cir- 
culated. Deponent has heard mr. Hjy exprefs his horror and 'letefta- 
tion of the barbarous proceedings of the rebels ; and that he would lofe 
liis life or put a flop to the cruelties that were committing on Vinegar- 
liill had he been there. Deponent remembers to have heard of an order 
■for feveral prifoners to be fent'to Ennifcorthy, .which order might have 
been complied with had not mr. Hay gained intelligence that ihey werd 
^o be put to death ; and at the earnefl: requeft of the prifoners from the 
neighbourhood of Ennifcorthy, mr.'Hay declared he would make fuch 
reprefentations to the principal inhabitants of Wexford as to have them 
^etatded in gaol as their only place of fafety ; on which occairon helias 
-heard the prifoners exprefs their utwioft gratitude to mr. Hay, whom 
-they confnlted on all occafionsof diftrefs, and from whom they received 
•tvery poffibic comfort. Various reports were propagated, which tended 
toroule and irritate the paifions of the people to revenge, that the armjr 
i!ad committed the greateft exceffes which alarmed the prifoners very 
^tnuch, who confulted mr. Hay about a pkopofal they had drawn up to 
■he forwarded to government^ intimating, their great danger, and hopin|^ 

that 
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that the prifaneri takn bjf the army might mset with the like good 
treatmciir ihat Ihej did, atherwifc reprirals mighl ba tnaiTei and thcit 
4lcftru£lion intfilable. Mr. Hajr unJertook the laflc of endeavauring 
to forward (hi* prapofal niih the greatcit alBCiityi.and condiided Expiaia 
M'Manni tu conrulc wilh lord KiiTgfborougli, who accordingly wrote ^ 
leller in the nnme of alJ the prifuntra, among whom were manf officer* 
and principji gentlemen of ihe counivt which propofil was difpatchcil 
by ail officer to be forwaided to the next commanding oftii:er of iiia mi- 
jeftj's forcei, but who would net be allowed lo prliceed farther Ih^n the 
rebel camp at Ennifcorthyi '"d wag obliged to return to Wexford, at 
which difjppointmcnt weconfiJered our fiiuation nore critical than ever^ 
and eaptrienced in a greater degree ibe confoling vifii« of mr. Hayj 
who truly fympathiieil in our feelings, and felt this difappoiniment a> 
much as any of ui. Deponent never law mr. Hay appear with arms, oc 
with any kind of green oinainent, ihen ufunlly woin by all defcripti- 
oni uf perfont ; and from what he hai feen and every inforniaiioB h« 
could iMri), believes that duiing (he rebellion that nir. Hny was folelj 
actuated by principles of philanthropy, in any interlerence of his due- 
ing that period; 

Sworn before me iliii i8th day of Atigiift, tTja. 
EBEN. JACOB. 
THOMAS TAYLOR. 



No. IV. 

£ztra£l from the debates of ibc houfc of lords on the lalh of july^ 
179J, on ihc convention bill, it it appejied in the public papers. 
LORD FARNHAM declared, " Th:.T he bad received letters front 
*' the county of Wextord, perfeJtly agreeing wilh what had been men- 
*' tioned by the noble lord tin the Waolfack. In that county the peoplf 
" had held meetings at night, and from parifli to pnrilh had fworn iht 
*' inhabitants not to pay rents, lythet, or tnxes, exprefTing their difapi 
" pointment that ihey had not received lol. each man annually for ibe 
" emancipation, but a Icafe for which tliey were obliged to pay."— ^He 
approved of the bill. 



No. V. 

At a meeting oF the cathDlira of the town and neigh hourhoot! of 

WexfoHl, on Tuefday the joth of July, 179J, * 

JAMES EDWARI> DEVEREUX, efq. in the chair. 
WE, the roman catholics of the io*n and neighbourhood of Wexford, 
having acquiefced in the refolution and recommendation of our late ge- 
neral caminitlee, notwithltanding the many degrading and injuriout 
(liftinaiont ftill exilting againft ut, lo aB. no more as a body, but bi 
IRISHMEN, united by one will and imtittt. find ourfelvei moft le. 
luaantly compelled by different attacks, immediately painted at oaf 
honour, to defend oorlislvei as a diftinft people ; our loyalty has beeiu 
traduced, our viewi mifrcprefented, and our conduA defamed { we con- 
ceive that finking: uudui fucii infamous and auJacluui ILjoder woold b(B 
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the ruin of our country, and bereave us of the affections of our king 
and our fellow- fubjefts, for we have leai;nt from the hiftory of all na- 
tions, but particularly from our own, that unrefuted calumnies lead 
from the exrinflion of the honell fame of a nation, to the final ex- 
tinction of her liberties. 

Rcfolved theiefore, That it is a bafe and fcandalous falfehood that 
the catholics of Ireland ever entertained the thought or harboured the 
projeft, either in private or public, of fevering the fifter countries from 
each other, or of renouncing their loyalty and gratitude towards afove- 
reign, to whom, of all who ever fat upon the throne, they are the moft 
indebted. 

Rtfolved, Tliat the catholics of Ireland never fought any other boon 
tut that of equal law and equal liberty, fuch as Englishmen poflefs, and 
fuch as is equally the right of Iriftimen, and that they are fatisfied for 
ever to ab|ide by one common fate with Englifhmen, fo that they may far " 
ever enjoy the common blefTmgs of the coniUtution, as eftabliflied in 
king, lords, and commons, under a feparate legidature, and a common 
king. 

Refolved, That the general committee of the catholics never cxercifed 

the right of taxation in any one inftance, nor any other right bu^ in 

ahfolute fubordination to the laws of their country, nor can we under- 

R^nd how thefe proceedings and purfuits can be accounted criminal, un« 

Jelsit is proved that theBritifti conftitution, the foleobje6l of thofe pur- 

Aiits, is a code of iniquity and vice, which ought to bereje6led with detef- 

taiion, and not contended for at the hazard of every thing dear to man. 

•Rcfolved, That we are unalterably attached to the peace, happinefs^ 

^"ion, and liberty of Ireland, and therefore from our hearts abhor and 

reprobate any difturbances, which m:iy endanger the pofTeffion of thofe 

invaluable objcfls, and that we recommend moft ferioufly and earneft-ly 

^^ Our catholic brethren, to join and co-operate in every loyal and con- 

^* tutional meafure to fupprefs them, be t^jeir authors whom they may. 

^J^cfolved, That we highly approve of the conduct of our late com* 
■^^itt^ce, who have proved us not unworthy of freedom, by evincing our 
loyalty to our king, our graritirds to the leg.flature and our friends, 
^JTicl oui^unceaiing define to fuiiiil bis majeity's gracious wifh to unite 
^n claffes and dcfcriptions of the people, in fupport of our moft excel- 
lent conftitution. 

i^cfolved. That the filly affertion which has been publicly made— 
^"^t- the catholics of the county of Wexford, were induced to join the 
^J^*"*^ tnittce by the promife of ten pounds a year, freehold, to the lower 
clalX^s — is equally devoid of pVobabiliiy and truth, and deferves nothing 
*^u t: our contempt. 

^^^el'olyed. That thefe refolutions be publiflied, and that our chairman 
I ^**anfmit a copy to each of the genilemca who were delegated to the 
*^^ general comniiuce. 
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GEORGK GILES, rfq, high-ftiinir of ihe eoirnly of WtironT- 

WF, the underfigned fieelioldtri of the cojinty of WexforJ, re^nt^ 

will canrene a meeting of your bailliurlck, on at early a iiy^ 

'Mr, loprepare »n ad<trer*, &c. &c. t» the lord lieutcnanti on hi) 

;11ency'« apprehended departure from llitt kingJom. 

imeliuj Grogin John Richard* 

iac Cornock Edward Ua; 

Arthur Meadow* Barih. Sparrow 

John Gropin Jufhua Poundrn 

Mattliew Keuch Clement W Jdler 

WilliaDifUiton James Drury 

Anthony Lee Rob. Shap, Carew 

John Colctough Miilhew Dcicnry 

Thomai RichardR Joniua Nirt.n 

William Talbot Guddard Ricbardi 

Edward Sutton John Pourden 

Vai. Keating William Wheeler 



Rich. Waddy, M. D. J«hn Wheeler Pbnudi 
John Meyler Stephen Lelt 

Lofitii Halton Joleph Stringer 

Harvey Hay William Baiktr 

Matthew Talbot John Stringer 

Sobmon Richards Anthony Rudd 



chjel MaAerfoti 
William HuTcIt 
Loftus Richards 
Thomas Efinonifc 
John John Don 
William Fiizheorjr 
Robert Meyler 
Frederick Flood 
Thomas Grogan &«n 
Jortiua Nunn 
John Hsrvey 
William Kellett 
nArmlirong BrowM 
James Furlong 
Charlei Vero 
Dudlej' Cole lough 
William Hanrey 
B. B. HarTcy 



«el 



tie/origatig rtquijilion to the high-fitTiff, ai lutll as Ihifalla'wJT^ P^ 
the megi/lralei are cap'tidfram tht piiblic papers, fht» fime unacttuiaakf^^^^ 
eudJent wiihsat dales, as the erigituri has bees l^^ tr mjimd. Ihe au^T 
thor u farlicidarlj cautions net In iatroduti a parliclt thai is not cUar/^^3 
fuhjlentiated, hmve^er, it is as cerlain, that mmy dnjt mitrT/ened, leiit -J 
if hopes ai ofalure period la be able lo afterlaiit txa^ilf. 

To the Magistkates of ibc county of Wexford) 
Gentibmen, 

We the underfigned freeholders of faid county, being informed th-;^^ 
the high-lhei^ff i> not in his bailiwick, and deeming it higbly neee=— !- 
fary, at this atvfnl and alarmia^ crilisi that this lerpeftahU coun ly 
fliould meet for the aliuie purpofe, requeft that you wilt pleafe Ic 



! the freeholder: 
Frederick Flood 
Ji^thiia Ntinn 
William Haiion 
Matthew Talbot 
John Harvey 
Edward Sutton 
Maiibew K.-ugh 

giftraies of i'aiJ . 



1 tnbabiiantB of faid county as loon ai polfihle. 
John Johnfton Armflrong Biowne 

William Talbot Jnhn Colclough 

Lufius H.iiton Thomai Richardt 

Rich. WadJy, M. D. Loftu* Richard* 
Edward liAy William Karvej 

B. B. Harv<y 
WtlUam Kell.tt- 



kitan 



: of Ihi 



;iih the aliovc rcqui 
11 the county i 



inltant, at twelve o' 

Wexford, i7ih March, 179J 
Cornelins Grogaii 
Ifiac Cornock 
Thomii Giogan Ki 



iiioTi, we, the ondernameJ i»f> 
ling <if the ti-eeholders and a n*la. 
ouit-houfe, on Monday Ihv liif 




. . _.._ cell oi lien and inhabitanli of 

lliii county in fjiTmir of citholic eiiianci|iition and reform, ailoplcd by 
thtm at a couny mreiing, beWatWntfordon the nth day of January, 
«793, be now re»d : 
Refolved, That wc conlinne of the fame opinion ii declwed by uf 

Rdoived, That ear1 FitiwilliBm, by the wifJom of bia meafures, and 
by catling to hit councili ihofe men who have at all times promoted the 
union and fiipporled the intcrefts of the people, and proved tbenifsUes 
the irae trienda of their king, the con Hit til ion and their country, hai 
delitvedly obtained the con fide n ct siid merited the gratitude of Irilhmtfl. 
Refslvcd, That we lute good Fcafon to lie convinced thai the fudden 
Mcall of fu PATRIOTIC a nohleman, at that moment when ihofe 
friendi of Ireland who -had obtained his eonfidtni-e, were bringing for- 
ward meafures, that would hive promoted (he UNION of the fttaple— 
*iid encreafed rht Itien^lh of the empire, could have no other Iburce 
than in the malignant Ichemei and inierftrcnce of a late adminiftration, 
(fapparied hy the influence of certain niembera of the Britilh cabinet) 
who knew that whllft hi» loidfliip remained in the government they 
could 110 longer putfue a delelted fyftcm of me^iftirea — -which Veemed 
■ more calculated for ihe purpolei of corruption, opprefiion, ind jierJecu- 
tion, than ilte profperiiy of the ftate. 

Refoked, That llrongly iniprefled by our pad experience of fo dan- 
gerous an admlr.ifiration, itia not withuut rearon we read the return of 
f he men who foi'mcd it, into power, and ibe revival of a fyftem vehich 
filled the niinde of the people with terror snd alarm, and had a fatal 
tendency to create difiiniofi and diraffeflion, and we call upon every man 
Vrho regards the fafety of the empire to -come forward and deprecate 
<he letuni of that adminiftralion into power, and thereby relcue the 
nation from plunder, dilTatiifaflioii, and difunion. 

Refdvcd, That an humble petition lo the king, enprEflj'e of our fenli- 
«Tienl« on this occa (ion, be forthwith drawn up and laid before us fur our 
^pprobatiun, and, that a cooHnitice be apjKiinted to prepare lie fame — 
'Xvhich being read, 

Refolved, That we approve of faid petition, and that Corndini 
*<3rDgao, Edward Hay, and B. B. Harvey, efqr*, doprcfcnt the fame to 
*is majefty. 

Refolved, That we ftiould ill d«ferv« the patiiotlc intentions of tsri 
3^iixwilliam to this country, if we did not declare our fenl« of ihem prc- 
Viout IQ his lordlhip't departure from this kingdou). 

Refolved therefore, That an addrcfa be prepared by the committee 
iceordingl-r, which being read — 

Refolved, That we approve of thefaid addiefs, and that fir Thomas 
Efmoiide, bt. Cr Frederick Flood, bt. and Wm. Harvey, tC<^; convey 
laid addrefi to earl Fittwilliam. 

Refolved, That we congratulate our countrymen of the roman 
catholic perfuaiion, on the liberal anri honorable teflimony whith To 
niany counties, cities, and towns, have borne tu the juftice and policy 
of their claims. 

^tefolved. That the thank* of this meeting arc juniy due to MR. 

, for hit honelt and patriotic attention, ai well in as out of 

T t a power. 



L. Host Gtattav. 

^ TlMi aor pecaEv ffejak* arc Je?>3 Ac oa^Ancn iitefe 
i liriri(«A; cowybed with ibc ii's:- £is« to rasT««e tkia 
'« 9«>fcMC oT dK b^ fcen«, «te «i net ia tba cooBtf. 
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Jit a — en i iu aMRMgaf ibe frcckoUen ud tafaUa^s of iBc taaatj 
«f W*xiw4« caartMrf bf paific aotkE, kcU it t^ tiasatj cmK- 
- baA M> iIk >34 of Mnh (79>. 

TIb MJaaieg yttiika tvlftc U<tc ns ■■auBodT -rfni^nl. 
M«T rr ruAti todb 3««te»tt, 

>b4 TihiMliaii af lie ceaat^ o^ Wexfard, canrcBel bj ibe -' - 
Iboeof iftaUaccbi ibc Imil^ b^s Iciic lo afptaad 
md whh p tiwil iaa of oar bmA gncicwi lc«ci«ip). Ui 
BcbtncM *o pmr Bn^tff't InaDjr aod ffartiamtmi, ia 
lkMD«rfcc«n«ks( fc^tmigD «il *s«cb6t« labor \ut(a __ .. 
bam beic^uiJdd vliote lore fix hiifmnl petfbn oiUcTQ-L 
to fupfon vidi tbric lives (sd tbcic pccpcitiet hit ibroae 

Wiih fiaitiufc v: recrind u i figml inAiace cf oar lagcft fave- 
reifa'i biiMficciiie lo hit Irifli p«>fJr, ibe afpoioiiceiii nf eail Fiti- 
Wiuiamtolbt'goTcm'neDl of %tui kkB|;iloB, ■ lulUauaa waefe iwifikm 
sril whofc rifruo paaliirlT q«ili£cd huB la tw [he bclmrd viMtoy*. 
khdwcaUailnia^CT ib tbc uilnbilaon of iiclsad, tbai )u^nc&aa<l 
union we know jour majtSty vouldwik lobe ll-.etot of all year people} 
and we an[kt|m«] the bfppjr CfudtqacMC fmii uilFtit-WiUiaeB'iad. 
inioiSnlion, w}ien we bj'J obfatti he h;J csiW to hit coaociU ibofe 
men who weie moft toflfpieuolii in the i»iioa for their abilitjco, and 
llvtir aitacbmtnl to tte iitieieS of tbeic kins[ and the conlCttiiioa of 
their eountty; audwhofe meaTurei promileii a jull ipftopriitioa of the 
fiutitic rcr<i?ue)i and addilional (benglh ta ibe entpite. But particularif 
vc coivtempbied with the mall heartfeli joj, liie union af atl jom' ma- 
jelty'i Jbb;cAi, b/ tbe renara] of tbofe tivil diilioflioiK arifing froa t 
ilitkienct in religjoui opiDion— a nKafure of fufh invaluable wiCkim, 
ai would for ever Qiietd the throne of our rcTeret] fovereiga, with the un> 
Minqucrible phalanx of a lojaland brave people. Bui thcle our moft flat- * 
tiling esptftatimt being rufpcrded by the temtival of eail Fits- William ' 
from the goreniinent of Ireland, we beg leave to rcprefenc to our moft 
gnciou* TofcKign, our fean and apprehenfigna le^ thefe . tnen wboie 
ailiiee had for leieral yean paft diieaed the ad mini Aral ion of aSain, 
AiauU again be calleij into the confidence and councils of governincnta 
We beg leave lo reprefent that a contempt for your people, and a pro^ 
digaliiy tad wifte of the public tevenuM, dillinguilhed ihffir adminiflra- 
■iuui we iheiefoic depreutc che reium of iueh men into power anti ' 

CUnSdEDHv 
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tfonfi(]ence, as dangerous to your rnaje(ly*s intereft and the wflfare of 
ymir people, and at this awful and atanning crifis, moft hunrably rhftwr 
puifclves fcr relief on the benevolence and affe6liou of our moft gracious 
fovcreign, in humble confidence th?ir his majcfty will be pleafed to re- 
ftore to a grateful nation, the profpt*^ of thofe bleilings which we fo 
anxioufly hoped for, and call agajn to yonr councils thofe men whofc 
meafures mult cnfure the profprrity and ftrength of the empire, and ia 
whom your people place their hopes and their confidence. 

Subl'cribcd by twenty- two thoufand two hundred and fifty-one fig- 
natures, prefented to the king at St. James's, axd of April 1755. 

To his excellency, William, earl Fitz- William, lord lieutenant, 

general, and general governor of Ireland. • 
The addrefs of the freeholders and inhabitants of the county of Wex- 
ford, convened by public notice, at the court-houle at Wexford, i^d 
of March 1795. 

Cornelius Grogan. cfq. in the chair. 

MAY it please YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

We, the freeholders and inhabitants of the county of Wexford^ 
beg leave, in the prefcnt alarming (fate 6i affairs in this kingdom, to. 
exprefs to your excellency, the fentiments of regret which we feel at the 
information we have received, of your excellency's departure from this 
kingdom. , 

Whea we beheld your lordfiiip commencing your government in thif 
country, by the propofition of meafures the moft juft and the moft 
politic, the removal of civil diftin£^ions on account of differences in re-« 
ligious opinions, and the in'veftigation of abufes, which time and cor- 
ruption had introduced into fome departments of the ftate— when w» 
beheld your lordftiip calling, to your councils thofe men who were modr 
confpicuous in the nation for their attachment to its interefts and th« 
true fpirit of the conftitution— men in whofe integrity the people placed 
theii hopes and their confidence, we exulted in the glad propofal of uni<- 
on and harmony, and we anticipated with joy the approaching happinefai 
of the peop4e. The honeft and virtuous were infpirited, the corrupt^ 
the fa^lious and the rapacious opprefiTor, alone felt difappointment and 
chagrin. 

But fhould your excellency withdraw from the government of Ireland^ 
th<fe our moft anxious hopes muft yield toapprehenfion and defpondency; 
.we dread left a fet of men, as odious as they are vindi6live and tyran-« 
nicai, fhoqld return into power, and revive a fyftem of meafures which 
difunited the people, and were dangerous to his majefty'^s interefts and 
the fafety of his kingdom. The memory of the ufihappy discontents 
and diviiions, which v^ere produced by the evil councils of fuch men» 
heightens our regret at the recall of a governor, whofe wife and conci- 
liatoiy meafures would have infallibly promoted the union of thepeople^ 
the ftrength of the nation, and the liability of the conftitution, 

Happy then in that reward which the good and virtuous alone can 
know, the confcioufnefs of an upright mind, receive fpom a grateful 
people, their thanks and their gratitude. And may our gracious fovc- 
reign, when he fhall have difmifled from his councils, thofe men who 
have unfortunately for this country, too long befet his throne, finally 
beftow on your lordfhip, every royal favour to which your fervices and 
your virtues fo juftly entitle you. 
; Signed by order of the meeting, 

CORNELIUS GROGAN, chairman, 
THOMAS RICHARDS, fccfetary. 



S 
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■ Amm^ the maty l^o the amiitr fi^tamd J»h4g tit £^a3eJ ftat* 

T if tkt te*iUj if Wtx/crd, it bai, «■ tku tctafian, farunitarlj IW bnrtf 

' tit e«fv.tr *f tori FiTzwiLLlAM . UUptHdtnt af hi pnpAtli: c^^ , 

itelu tiKtui'uJ fimmeiOt thai ujmld he higkfy sr*tifyi« n tit jrifdi »/ 

iritaiU: "tJai, and aiatj etktr mnavtidMi -aiauli ii rm •wtrk, U ii t* 

ht tiefed nut} b* givtn U lit fuUic i» afiiture futluaiist. 



No. VII. 

.. „..Jlin£ of the nnagiftrate* of ihe totiiily of Arm^fc 
convcricJ on ibe iSlh of Deeembir, 17951 at ihc fpecUl ioftince of 
lord GosFORD, goY«mor. HtJ lordlhip hiring taktn ibe ch»«, opeotd 
the t>uGnef» of tbe meeting by tbt fuUowiog iddttCi : 

GfNTLEUEM, 

"HAVING rt^DclIed year attendance here thU i»J, it become* mf 
" ^nijr lo Aiie the grouniJi upon which I ihoogbt it adviTnble lo i>n>- 
IhoTc [hit mtMing, and at the bme time 10 fubmitio your conGdcniion 
« plan which occuri to me as muft likcty to diccic the tnormilic* that 
fcare already brought difgraee upun ihit county, aiid may Toon mlucc it 
inia deep diHicfi. 

Ii ii no fccrei ilur a peirecniion aecotnpanieJ with all (he tirnim- 
Kance* of ferocioui cfuelly, which have in atl agei ilillin|uil}ieil that 
I tlnadf 111 calamity is now raging in thi« couiily. Neither age nor fex 
TT even icJlpowJe'tged ir.noceace as >o any guilt in tbe laic diftorbanect 
• fufficieut to excite mercy, moch Icfi id afTord proicftion. 
, The only crime which the wretched objefii of ihii rtitblcfs perrccit- 
don are charged with, it a crime, indeed, of cafy proof — it it imply a 
frefcdiiin pf the reman calholie faith, or an intimate connexion with • 
petfuQ profilSng ihii faiih. A iawlcf) banditti hate conftitoted tbcm- 
klvctjudgn of ihii new Ipeciei of delinquency, and the feiitence ihcj 
have denounced it tqtiilly concife and tcriible '—It is nothing leli ihsn 
I conlifcation of all pioperiy, and an immediiLc banilhinent. 

It would be extremely painful md furely uonecelf^ry to detail the hor- 
ror* that attend the execution of fa rude and tremendotis a profcripiion 
—A proreripiion that certainly cKcecdi in the comparative number of 
ibofe it configni to ruin and inifery, every example that ancient or mo- 
dern hiHoiy can fupply 1 for where have we lieard, or !n what ilory of 
humin crucltie* have we reai of more than half the inhabitant* of a 
populoof country deprived at one blow of the means as well as of the 
fruitt of their iiidultiyi and dnven in the midft of an inclement fcafoit 
to feek a Ihelier fof themfelve* and their hclplef* families where chance 
may gnide them. 

This ii n" exaggerated piAure of the horrid fccnei now aSing in this 
county. Vet furely it is fufficien i to awaken fentinients of indignation 
and compaffion in the coldcft bolbm*,— Thefe horrors are now aaing 
with impimiiy.— The fpirit of impartial juftice {without which law ia 
nothing belter than an intirumene of tyranny) has tor » time difappeared 
in this county, and the fupineneft of the magiftracy of Armagh 11 be- 
come a common topic of converfation in every corner of the kingdom. 

It ii faid in reply — The catholics are dangerous — They may be fo— 
They may be dangerous from their numberi, and Hill moie dangerot 
fcam their unbounded views the^ have been encouraged to eotertain 

but 



y 



but I will venture to aflTert, without fear of cpntradlAion, that the(> 
proceedings are not more contrary to humanity than they are to found 
policy. 

It is to be lamented, that no civil magiilrate happened to be preienC 
«\'ith the military detachment on the night of the 2 ill inflant— 'but I 
trvik t)ie ftiddenefs of the occafion, the unexpe£ted and inftautaneout 
aggrcflion on the part of the delinquents will be univerfally admitted 
a$ a full vindication of the cbndu6l of the officer and the party asking 
vnder his command; v 

Gentlemen, I have the honour to hold a iituation in this country, 
^K/btch calls upon me to deliver my fentimentSy and I do it without fear 
and without difguiie. 

I nm as true a proteftant as any gentlemen in this room. « I inherit a 
.property which my family derived under a proteftant title, and with the 
biefling of God, I will maintain that title to the utmoft of my poweiv 
I will never confent to make a facrifice of proteftant afcendency to ca* 
tholic claims, with whatever menace they may be urged, or however 
fpecioufly or invidioufly fupported. 

Confcious of my (incerity in this public declaration, which I do not 
make unadvifedly, but as th^ refult of mature deliberation* I defy the 
paltry inHnuations that malice or party-fpirit may fuggeft 

1 know my own heart, and I (hould deipife myfelf if under any inti* 
midation I could clofe my eyes agaioft fuch fcenes as prelent themfelves 
on every fide, or my ears againft the complaints of a perfecutcd people. 

r fliould be guilty of an unpardonable injuftice to the feelings of 
gentlemen here prefent, were I to fay more on this fubje^l. I have novr 
acquitted myfcif to my confcience and my country* and take the li- 
berty of propoGng the following refolutions : 

1 . That it appears to this meeting, that the county of Armagh i« 
at this moment in a ftate of uncommon diforder : that the roman ca« 
tholic inhabitants are grievoufly opprefTed by lawlefs perfons unknown^ 
who attack and plunder their houfes by night, and threaten them witb 
inftant deftru^lion* unlefs they immediately abandon their lands and 
habitations. 

2. That a committee of magiftrates be appointed to fit on Tuefdayt 
and Saturdays in the chapter-room in the town of Armagh, to receive 
information againft all perfons of whatever defcription* who difturb the 
peace of this county. 

3. That the inftru6lion of the whole body of magiftrates to thchr 
committee (hall be to ufe every legal means within their power to ^o^ 
the progrefs of the perfecution* now carrying on by an ungovernable 
mob, againft the roman catholic inhabitants ot** this county. 

4. That faid committee or any three of them be empowered to ex* 
pend any fern or fums of money, for information or fecret fervice out 
of the fund fubfcribed by the gentlemen of this county. ' 

5. That a meeting of the whole body of the magiftracy be held 
every fccond Monday at the houfe of mr. Charles M*Reynolds, in the 
town of Armagh to hear the reports of the comittee, and to give fuch 
further inftruftions as the exigency of the cafe may require, 

6. That offenders of every defcription in the prelcnt difturbancct 
(hall be profecuted out of the fund fubfcribed by the gentlemen of this 
county. 

Fiom the Dublin Journal of January the 5th, 1795 > *"^ copied ia 
all the papers in Ireland. 

No. 



APPKN&IX> ftO. Vtlt. 

No. vm. 

ADlDTAHr GENERAL'S ORFICE. 
CtHEIAL OKDEKS, DuUU, %6li FthrMafJ, i^^%. 

THE Ttry difgraceful frtqucnc^ of courlt-martia], and the natjr 
■omptainti cf inTguliritin in the coiidu& of ttie tioopt in this king- 
ilDin. biTJDg too uafortuiiilelj pioTcd Ihc army lo be in a &tc of iimi- 
tioulbfrii which mud tender it forniitidhle lo cver^ cne bur the eoemj. 
The <oiniiiiiider in chief, thinki ir nectOTaiy to demand from all genenl* 
I oonimandtng diSriih aud brigadca, it neil at caninianding officers of 
' ngimenii, that iticjexcrt ibemCelTe!, and comi^cl liom *il omcen uuder 
I their coicDund, ilie ftiiftell and moS unremitling aiieiilion to the dif- 
ciplinC) good order and condufl of their men, luch «■ may reflore fhc 
lligh and diflinguiOied Fcpmalion, the Brill Ih troops have been aeeuf- 
toined (o enjoy in every part of the world. It bccomei neceflarf ta 
(ccur and nioft poiotedij to siund to the Aanding otders of ihe k(ug> 
<Iom, which at ibcTamc lime, that ihej itireft mi iiiarj alii Dance to 
Ik givcd al the requiliiion of the civil magilttaie, polilivtly lorbid (be 
Croopi tosB. (but in taTc of altuk) wtlhsul his preTcnce and autburity j 
and ihe molt clear sod pieeife order* are to be given lo (he offictrcom- 
nanding the patty for ihii pnrpofe. The uinioft prudence iind precauv 
tion are aIA> to be ul'ed in granting parliei to revenue officers, bolh Wilb - 
leTpefl lo (he perfon requiring luch aflJAancc, and ihofe employe'! on the 
' dulyj whenever a guard is mtiunicd, palrulcs tnuli he ircquenily fcnc 
«ui, to take up cvciy fuldier wbo nuy be touud oui of hit qiianeis afier 
iih houra. 

A very culpable remifine ft havirg alfo app<iied on the part of officer*, 
nrpefling ihe neceflary infptfliou of barratki, qusKat, nuffea, &c. as 
well as aiiend^tnce at roll cjlU, and other huuri, commmiJmg officers 
"~""in of thofe unrter their command to thulcpointi, 
iM, for aJl which the flriacH refponfibihty will 
be enpefteil for theiefelKS. 

iiof tlie uinvolt impDrtanee [hat the difciplln: of I lie JiagiMn rrgi- 

tilbould be minutctj attended to, forthetacililatlng of which, the 

commander in chief has difpcnlcd with (he attendance of orderly dra- 

goonion bimreli ; and defiles that they may not be employed by any ge- 

scral or commandiiig officer, but en miliiary and indiipenrjltle bufineiii. 

Licotenant-gcneral Criig, Ealiern diflriit. 

Banacks, Dublin. 



No. IX. 

By order of the coaiuii for diiefling the affairs of ihe/«/t of thecounrr 

WrxrOBD. 
Oaths to be taken by al! ihe uBiTEO abmy, in the moft public anJ 

TiJ} emh. 
IN the awful preftnee of Goil, I, A. B. do voltntarily declare, tbat 
1 will pcrlevereinendeavonring to foim a hroilierliood of affcftionamong 
Irijbmeit of ivery teligious pL-rlualiDn ; and that I will -jMo peilevere in 
n>7 endeavour* to obtain bii equal, full, and adequate reprcrentition of 
m the peuple of Ireland. — 1 do further decUie, due neither bopet, 



fearf , rewards, or punifhments> not even death, fhail ev^r induce me, 
directly or indire^ly, to inform on or give evidence againft any member 
' or members of this or fimilar focieties, for any a6i or exprellion of theirs» 
done or made colIe6lively or individually, in or outof this focietyy in 
purfuance of the fpirit of this obligation.—^ help me God. 

Oat A of a private, 
I, A. B. do folemnly and (incerely fwear, atid take God, and his only 
Ton our lord ^efus Chrift, to witnefs, that I will at all times be obedient 
to the commands of my officers— that I am ready to lay down my lift 
for the good of my country— that I have an averfion to plunder, and to 
thefpillingof innocent blood — that I will fi^hr courageoufly in the fields 
and have mercy where it can begi^en— that I yvili avoid drunkenneis ai 
tending to diforder and ruin-^that I will endeavour to make as many- 
friends and as few enemies as pofTible^that above all, t deteft a coward^ 
and that I will lo^k upon him as an enemy who will (land back in the 
time of battle.— So help me God. 



Oatb of an officer. 

In the awful prefencfe of God, who knows the hearts and thoughts of 

a.11 men, and calling my country to witnefs, I, A. B. officer in, dtc. do 

lolemnly fwear, that I do not coniider my life my own when my country 

cjemands it^-^that I confidertlie prefent moment calls for a proof of the 

sincerity of that fehtiment \ and I am ready and dciirous to ftand the 

^eft ; and do aver, that I an determined to die, or lead to victory \ and 

t:hat.iBll my a6tiuns fhall be directed to the profperiry of the comnoon 

i^aufe, uninfluenced by any inferior motivp : and I further declare my^ 

'mjtter averfion to all alarmifts, union breakers, and cowards, and my 

s^efpefl and obedience to the commands of fuperior officers.— So hel^ 

-fc~ne God. 

By order of the council. 
Done at the council chamber ^ B. B. HARVp.Y, prefident. 

ITexfordy June 14, 1798. - NICHOLAS GRAY, fecrctaryj 



No. X. 

Td tREGADDEER MAGAR FIGGERALD, IN WAXFORD. 

JPLAISE your honour as you war good enof get the general to giv6 
^18 pardon, and as you tould us, that if there was an occaGon youd 
♦xpeft that weed fite for our king and cuntry, and aseverwillin to be uji 
to our word, we^fend this paper about the bifnefs, and if your honour 
ill give us leave to fite weel do every thing your honnur bids us, and we 
minded nothing elfe to morrow but tp lite (or the kings officers againll 
the French, and hopes your honour will excufe this ha^le an we wifhed 
to lofe no time, and excufe our not flowing how to write to fuch generalsi 
but if your honour will get a memoral drawn rite your' honour may 
depend on us and pur our namgs to it for us as in the inclofed. 

d'BRIEN, 
WALSH^and 
SULLIVAN. 
. « ' THl 




JlPPlMBIXj SO. Z. 

We lb«M(eamoieboys was in the turn out againft the orrange-men, 
and to who your noble honour gave yosr moft gralbus paiHon for wc 
rever ilcfarvBd any other if we war let ahjne, axd being lould ih>I ih» 
FiTfich was cumcing ID lake thin ciinitry from his royal highncfs Ihc 
Itiiig, who we fwore to file {or, svi in regurd to our ualh and lo your 
loidlhlpt goodneli in keeping theoirangE-mrn trom killing uisll, wmI 
iite (i1 we die if your honour will give us leave, anil weel go in front of 
the baiile, aodwc never sx to go in the back of the army, your honour 
will fend wjd ui, and if wedont bate them wee^ never ax a bit lo cat> 
and as you gave »s pardon and fpote to the fting about us as ihe btc- 
gailJeer inagar tuulJ m and 3> we tould lijm weed never deceive your 
honour tho the black mub fayi weel lorn oat a bit again, bur weel fticw 
them snd the woild if your honour will bid us, tha: weel ffic and wont 
run away ftara t)ie beit of ihctn, and if your htinour will f*nd dowa 
l))e magar that wal wid ue froTn your lord&iip afoic, or the honorable, 
magar Curry, or the lord fir James Fowler general of ihe Mid Jle loihjn 
iugen in Waxford, and let them Uve word at Peppers caftle and weel 
jnaich into Waxlbrd, go wheie yoor honour bids ui, da any thing atal 
to fite for your honors and wrel expef) lo hear from yoar hoBor what 
' weel do, or if yout honor will order a fignii lo be made with a red ftsg, 
weel draw up and march as good as an* foger^, and as far as one or iwo 
thoughfand good Bout boys goes weel lite for your t^onourto the laftman, 
and neer fureall the harneys ill do the fame If you will give ihem leave. 
Signed by thedefneof alltbe parifoesiiUheMjickainores. 

O'Bi^lKN, 
"WALSH, and 
Augufi ^jih, 179S. SUIXIVAN. 

T'hi author applied to mnjor Fits- Gerald for aat/ientic copier tf the aS- 
drejfei to Aim and genera! Hantir, fram the inhabitants of Ihe Macoimres, 
tffering ibeirferviees t» marchagauijl the French, and received for aHfviir.t 
■that he Mad w> copy by him, allJIosgi fuch add^effes had been fertuardtd, 
but aotemSly in the form in 11. hi: h the farepoiiig are therefore unavoidablj 
introduced, iv/dcb it is Moped mtrf be fufficienl epahgy for the burlefqued 
mmijier th^ appear in, ioiue'uer intended to undo the innate ffirit and 
hitentiaa of the originali.——— 

Major FilZ'Geraldf;ol fcveral tnejpjges and nolicet from Ihe Macemorei, 
teJpeSm^ the arriiiai of Holt and Hackel — but luas induced to Jel tut 
itnmedialely on the receipt 0/ a letter from a reffeHal/le gentleman, iwSb 
duel not i/AJh to have Ml name apfiar in print, bat ii aulhenlicaud bj, 
a capy in the band i.vriiing of tnajer Fila-Cerald, luitb his ixitiali at. 

Deak Sir. 

I am requeued by the refpeflable farniers of this totmlry, 10 rnFreat 
of yoB to come heie wFthouc delay, as the people are much agitated — 
The induHiy nndtlumellic hapfilnefi which you eftablifhed among ibcm 
feems fufpetiJed ; and to-monow appears to be an appointed day fur ■ 
general meeting. Your a|>pear3nce would certainly ijuiet the dittrafleJ 
people, and 1 ttuR your humanity and ardent exertions will induce you 
to interfere. — If you honor itic with an anfwer, and (hat you promil* 
the people thepleafure of s vifit, the moft refjieftablc farineri are ready 
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ipanyyou 



W atten3 jrour arrii'al, and 

C — h-~t, Stptemhtr nl, 175E, 
7q brigadt majtr filz-Ceratd. 




ironah ihr MicoMores. 1 
G.S. 



Coiinly WexforJ 7 STEPHEN LETT. Jan. upholJer and aoflloncer 

if Ennifcarlhy, in faid coiin(y,canic before mi ihic 

J day, and makcih oatli on the holy evangclids, ihaC 



Iward May, and 



captjjij Philip Hay called upon deponent 10 value ihe furni 
lenkeelf, wh.cl, he was id rake from lii. brother Edwar 
*hicli he undeiftood formed part 

fo nfr. Edward Hay leHing Ballenkeele. Deponent aceordingly 
•riended at Ballcnkeele about the middle of May laft, and on the valu- 
ation being made, capiain Philip Hay declared Ihey were too dear, and 
'i^ould iMt lake them. In confcq-ir^nce of whlcli, Whitfun-Mond^ 
■'was as an holiday tonfiJered the heft day for a coanlry auftion, re- 
■^miing at leafliwo market days to poll up printed ad vert i feme nts, which 
■^as accordingly done. — Deponent avers that mr. Edward Hay was dif- 
•telTed at this delay, ai it wax quite contrary to hit inclinations, as he 

•declared hit intentioni of leaving the country as fpeedily as poflibfe 

^Ihpnnenl |ia» often heard mr. Edward Hay declare in the moft folemn 
snanner, ihat he never would become a member of any political focicty, 
JDeponent retreated from Ennifcorthy to Wexford Along with the army, 
■on the aSth of May, 1798, and the day after Weiford was laken by the 
jebeli, wliile tbe deponent was in a boat along with mr. O''TD0le and 
family, will) mrs. Lyftcr, going to E derm ine ; verily believes that lie 
MTOuld have been put to death, had not mr. Edward Hay thrown hiin- 
-fcif between the mob and the boat, ard with great difficulty kept them 
-off with a flick, until he Ihoved the host from the qtiay. 
Sworn before me this islh ot November, 179!!. 
STEPHEN LETT, jpn. ISAAC CORNOCK. 

lerjeant in the Ennifcorriiy cavalry. 

Dear sir, Wixford, ilijaauary, 1755 

I received your't, »nd Ihall with pleafmr fay every thing in my power 
tonlillem nith honor and jultice, luuchtngyoiir charafler fo fnr as 1 am 
capable of jud^ng during the rebtKion. At that time I confiderej 
Bi^Ielf honored by your acquaintance, and the Sequent vilitt I paid 
you at Ballenkeele, and the intim.icy that cKiited between us, Icadi 
Die lo believe I could form a juH opinion of your principles in petltiMi 
natters, which we conltantly talked over, I mod Iblemnly declare I 
never heard you drop one tntence that was inimical to the conftitutioa 
cr government of our coaniry, but lUe rcvctfe ; reprobating IhcconduA 
sf fnch 3t were difturbing the peace of llie country, and condemning 
their proceedings ; and 1 have heard you declare moft folemnty, that 

you never would belong to any political fociety whatever "' 

reluro to Wexford, after ihe country was recovered, I hive 1 
any man fay you cominittcd »nafl that would difgrace your name, which 
I verily belicvC) from what I expeiienced, and alfa was inl'ermed of 
■■ - ■ /ow 
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jour huniane and leniltr anions to jnitivi Jualt of tstry defcription. X 
, rtmain, with watmcll wilhe^ fur your f^ce'ly llherailon. 
Dear Cr, joui'a moft iruly. 
To FDWARD HAY, efiij ARTHUR MURPHY, 

WtxForil gaol, lieut. Health field -c avail y. 

Counl.yWMford J Edward Roche of Garrilough, who afleJ a« a 
J- rebel chief in the Uie rebellion, voluninrily maketh 
aih (hat the rebeli vowed vengeante againft mr. 
iitward HajT, for aiding and affifting ihe lair Edward Turner, efqj who 
«rai a magiftrale (or faiil county, on Ihe furreodcr of (heir arnit and 
pifcei at Newpark, on Saturday, thei6(hof May, 1798, iherehy flip-. 
poling him their enemy. Deponent Ciirh, that the rebeli conftantly 
during the tebellion, called tor mr. Edwatd Hiiy, to go ont 10 tlicir 
, cainpa and t Ac the rommand ; and if faid Edward would not, he bould 
be put [a death by them. Deponent Taith, that from the hite and 
riolencE of the rehels, aed their ttircati »gain(l faid Edward, hii pcr- 
lonal iafciy became uncertain and precaiiouir and ihe more fo, 3« fi-e- 
qutn' reprefenlationi were made to the lebels by certain perfoni iliat had 
influence among them, that faid Edward was inimical to ihein. Depo- 
nent fiith, that faid Edward never carried arim, attended the rebel 
camps, or did anything to conciliate the rebels. Deponent &ilh, fa« 
was in Wexford on the »clh of June 1798, being the day of the maf- 
S?i,it on [he bridge, where deponent faw mr, Edward Hiy excit himlelf 
with 2eal and aflivity, in preventing ihe wicked and blood-ihirfty de- 
figng of the rebels ; and faith, that ihe faid Edward in doing fo, expofcd 
hinifelf 10 almart ioeritable deflruflion. Deponent faiih, ibat the 
rebeli loudly declared mr. Hiy to be their enemy, that his whole 
defigni were to ptoteft their enemies the oraagemen i and if he was nst 
one himlelf, he would not oppofe ihem, (ihe rebels] and exert himfelE 
fur iheproteflion of ormigiaen. 

S^vom before me tliU iSth day of April, 1799, 
?DWARD ROCHE. EBEN JACOB. 

Dear eir, 
IN compliance with your reqiielt, and having rccciced a fiimtnons ta 
- ailend ycur irial, I Oiall relate ihe circumflances 1 recolleft of your 
(undafl during the rebellion, as you mention yon want to have your 
inflrufliona made out for your lawyers previoui to iheaffii<«. — I wai 
taken prifoner along wilh lord Kinglborengh and caplain O'Hea, on 
tile ad day of June, lygE. We were coiJiiied togellier in ■ houfo 
in Wexford, with a flrunf guard on □>. From the greqi fury of 
the people againn lord Kingfboraugh, we cxpefled every monieDl to be 
put 10 death. Mr. Edward Hay vilrled ut fieguently, and wt clearly 
perceived his difpolilion to afford ui ivery coiifgLlion in his power, al In 
tobk every opportunity he could of foftening our captivity, and faaa . 
frequently eondiifled my wife ami family lo fee me at a lime it was ex. 
tremeiy dangerous lo feem or appear friendly to ui. V/hentver we eX' 
perieneed any kind of difltefs, w» alwajs fent fot mr. Hny, who readily 
C3me to UI, and never left us without our being convinced he would do 
fiii ulnioft to be of fervice to us. I have Dvery reafon 10 believe he 
faved our lives on feveral oecalions when the mob were for bringing ui 
•ut and pulling us lb death. Oneday in particular, I perfefily recalM 
Iiis (landing wilh liiB b^k lo the door of ihehoufein which we wire 
focfinedj where 1ie remained until ilie Eumultuous crowd had diljierfed, 
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I^ftught our inftant deSrufliDi). I alwaf* hnrti mr. Hi; CKpreA 
^(uTor at any bacbirous |iruce«dingi of the icbeli, and lii» eunift 
wife lliat peace and gnod oi.ler mighc be reflored. Vaiiou* icoortl 
I bcini; cirtulared 'li^' tcnilcJ lo roule and irriiare ihe palTioni of llic 

• pcopli to rotngc, that tlie arinv hid commiltcd ihe ercarci) txcdTci, 

- which alarmeil us and nil ihc rcfl oi (he prifoncn in Wexfui'd f"t one 

I (ilualion i we ai uAial cnt.fulrcd mr. Hay on ihi* peculiar caule of ilif- 

■refti and found him psniculRri)' anxious to forward a ircaiy of ncgo- 
i elation of prifoneri propofcd liy lord King (borough at the bell mode of 

R-tRablilhiiig peace and good order. Duiing iliii dilemma leiteii had 
been forwarded ibtough ihe tebel camps from Dublin to lord Kingfbo- 
tuugh, in anfwer to whicb'waa confidered a favoarable opportunity of 
forwarding ihii RieaTure, which mr. Hay taMv undo took, and he ac- 
cordingly condufted captain MiManU) to confull vith ui. and in confe* 
quence a letter was writien by lord Kingfboruugh in the name of all the 
prifonert, amoDgwhom were thirteen oSiceti, a great Dumber of yeomanry 
olEcert, and principal genllemen of the county, intimalirg that ihcy were 
Wiell treated, and in every refpcfl ptifonetj of'^waj i hoping thetefoie that 
the prifuneis taken by ihe army migbl meet wiih ihe like goud tieat- 
nierii that they did, oiherwife they feared repriCili might be made, and 
our deltrufiioii inevitable, wliich propol'al was confided to my charge, and 
^wilh which I was to proceed to the 'next commanding officer of the 
army, and to return with the aniucr with all eotivetiicnt fpeed. I ac- 
cordingly fet olT from Wexford on the 14th day of June, 179B, and 
proceeded at far a« Ennifcorihy, where I was Hopped by the people, and 
xu>t allfiwed to proceed any farther, atid obliged to return to Wexfold 
the next day, at which dilappDininieni we felt our Gtuation moreahrm- 
ajig than ever, and exptrienccd in a greater degree tlie corfbling vilit* 
«jf mr. Hay, mho was truly concerned at this difappointineni. — 1 never 
Inew upr heard of mr. H^y having any command among the rebel*] or did 
3 ever fee him appear in arms or wear any mark of diflinflion or unl- 
tfortn, which 1 had a daily opportunity of wiinefling, h;id it beeit To, as 
«he houfe in which we were cortfiHEd was iiluaied in the butl-ring, and 
commanded a full view of tJie moft frequented Dierls in Wexford, 
through which all the armed men in the town palled and repalTed twice 

I Attong the many attentiani paid at h* mr. Hay, he brought uf 

' letters that had been dlrefled to at. and had fallen inio the hand* of tha 

Itbel», which if made public to theoi might have proved our inflanl 
dcftruflion, for which piece of ftrtice mr. Hay narrowly efca^ed with 
I hii life, as captain Keiighi who then comniaDded in Wcxtord, ex~ 

Jhefled gre^l an^r on hearing it from lord Ki 11 g(V trough, who inad- 
Terlem^ mentioned mr. Hay having done lb, and mr. H^y wai attcr- 
■wardi conllanity prevented from viiiiing u£ by order of captain Keugh. 
, On the loih day of June, i7gS, the day of the malfacie on th* 

bridge of W exford, confidering our Ttuation more critical tlian ever, 
we wifhed 14 ite air. Hay ; lord Kingflioroiigb fent for him, and he im- 
mediately attended, buc wai denied admittance to us, but we fpoke to 
him out of the window, and he declaicd (0 ua, that as long a: he was 
nlitehimAlf, we might deper.d upon every (icttion of hi«. We had at 
, lafl ihe confolatioD of ftir. Hiy heirg a>lmiiied up Itaiii 10 us at eiglit 
. t'diMk in ihe evening, we found bim beyond upiclftuu afFciled at the 

crueliiei that had keen committed, which he had in vain done every tbitig 
' ~ in AU puwer to prevent, and anxiuus lo undertake any thing for the 
I iafciy of ihe priii>ner]. A&Kr a tariai; of coufuiotiont lord Kingf- * 
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horougli ar^ mr. Hay agreed to go otit to meet llie army that WW ap- 
proaching Weiford, in order to fave itie town from deftruaion. Tlic 
■ Wexford-mrn thai had gone our of t|-,t town that Jay returned frpm the 
battle of FoDki"s. mill, whilftmr. Hay waj ftlll with us, be then pro- 
pored (o go and confult the prircipil inhabitanti who he had not the 
(malleiidouht would agree to and facilitate the plan ; it bcinjjthen late at 
right, he promifed to remrn early in the morning to fet off along with 
lord Kinglboroiigh, who was To anxious to carry thii projeft inlo execu- 
tion, that he was drefled in full jegi mentals, and completely ready to fet 
out at three o'clock in the morntng of the iilt of June, 1798,11 which 
timehcfent lor Mr. Hay, who inftantly came, reprefenled loloid Kingf. 
borough thedangerof his going out equipped aihe was,for it would prove 
iheirineviiahledeftrnftion, if ihey went without the confent of the people. 
Lord Kingflirirongh then entreated mr. Hsy ro haften a meeting of the 
firincipal iiihabiianti, and to have the drum heat to arms, and the men 
would rpredilyrepaii to parade, where their confent might be obtained, 
ai the fmalleil delay would prove the dcllruftion of the town and all it«- 
inhabitants, Mr. Hay hiftintly complied, and returned with an account 
of the Wexford men having agreed to the plan with the greateft alacrity, 
and it hid been farther refolved on, that lord King (borough Ihould not 
have the town, which (hould be inftantly funendered to him ai military 
commander; and that doflor Jacob had i-e-affumed the office of mayor, 
all of which was immediately ca rried into efieS^ with fome oppolition on 
the part of captain Kciigh, who wanted lo retain the command, but 
was moft fpiriiedly oppofed by mr. Hay. Mr, Hay fet off with captain 
W'Manu!, as foon as lord Kirgftormigh could write out the neeelTary 
difi>Til(he> to the next commanding officer of his majelty's forces, *n- 
fiouncing the town of WexforJ being furrendered 10 him ; and that in 
corfequenceof the behaviour of thofe in the town during the rebellion, 
thf.y Ihould all be protefted in perfon and property i murderers ex- 
cepted, and tAoJe loha hai mJiigaUd others lo ronr'nit murder, hopia|; 
thflt Ibefrr terms might be ratified, as he had pledged his honour 
'm the moft folemn manner to htive thefe term* fulfilled on the town 
being furrendered to him, the Wexford-men not being concerned in 
t^e malTacre which was perpetrated by country people in their ab- 
fence. I faw rnr. Hay on his return from general Lake on the iid 6aj 
of June, I7<)t, when lord Kingftorough conRdered himfelf under fo 
many obligations to him, which he acknowledged in the Ilrongeft terms, 
and inlilled he fliould live in the houfc with him, where mr. Hay re- 
' mained with us until we left 'Wexford on the 19th of June, during- 
which period I have repeatedly heard him exprefs a delire to be brought < 
to trial if any thing was alleged againft him, as he would wiOi to havs 
the benefit of mir leftimony before we went to Waterford. I conGder 
myrelt bound on all occafiont that may be alfarded me, and I think it an 
indifpenfable duty to do juftice to the meritorinos condita of mr. Hay 
during the rebellion in WexforJ ; and aftuated by principles of hoaof 
■nd gratitude I think myfelf bound to prove and fubfcribe to, 

MICHAEL BOURKE, 

Salfms, June, 31/, 1795. Pay mailer North Cork militia. 

To EDWARD HAY, efq. Wexford gaol. 

1 believe the above account of mr. Eourke, with the alteration I 
have made to be true, 

KINGSTON, 
* AUcralioD alluded lo ii in Itdic, 

SiK, 



J 
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SiR> Colney^ December i^b, 1799. 

From what I faw of your condiift whilft 1 was at Wexford a prifonef* 
I am convinced that you did all in your power to fave the people whom 
the rebels wifhed to murder, and myfelf among that number ; and it 
was through you that the town of Wexford wa$i given up' to me, which 
circumf^ance I believe, fav^d the lives of many j and by what I have heard 
from you of your trial, do think you have been very unjuftly perfecuted, 

I am your moft obedient humble fervant, 
To EDWARD HAY, cf^. KINGSTON, 

Sir, Dublin, March 19, iSoo, 

ACCORDING to your requeft I have made a proper retrofpeft on 
the circumftances you allude to in your letter of the 17th, and recoile6t 
perfeflly when a memoriaUwas prefented to major-general Hunter on 
your part, from on board a prifon-fhip, denying that you had ever pe- 
titioned for tranfportation, and to be liberated under the general pro* 
clamation ; that the general had a vefy good difpofition to liberate you^ 
and believe would have complied with your petition, but on queftioning 
the committee, they (1.111 aflerted you had petitioned for tranfpoitation. 
General Hunter declared if io, you (hould apply to his excellency the. 
lord lieutenant, and if you Wiihed it would forward fuch memorial. 
When you were afterwards removed from the prifon-(hip to the gaol 
on iccount of ill health, through the interference of general Craddoek^ 
a recommendation came by which I was feot t» you to enquire more par- 
ticularly into your fituation, when you demonftrated the fa£ls fo clearly 
to me by documents, &:c. I had every reafon to believe the general would 
liberate you on difcovering the iniquitous deHgns of the committee, at 
I conceived you had fufficient proofs to fliew the falfity of their a(rer<v 
tion \ but unfortunately for you at that period, the landing of the French 
in this kingdom obliged the general to depart ha(^ily from Wexford^ 
which left you and many more innocent perfons thje vi6lims oF a perfe- 
curing fanguinary party, which I call that vile body, commonly called 
the committee ! ! 

However 1 congratulate you on your happy efcape from beeomirtg thr 
victim of fuborned perjury, which to my kuowledge was too commonly 
^eforted to in that town, under the pretext of law, 

1 regret exceedingly general Hunter is not in the realm, as you would 
l^e, certain to meet from him every honorable tedimony of your iitua* 
tion, as he never countenanced party of any kind, and was always ready 
lo relieve the oppreffed.— I fhall be happy a^any time to come forward. 
^o atted any thing that comes to my recoIle6lion, and (hould long (ipce 
tmveil the horrid atrocious pra6^ices of that town, if my public dutiet 
c)id not interfere. I wifli you may fucceed in getting redreis j and have 
t* he honour to remain, 

SiR> your obedient humble fervant, 

B. EDWARD FITZ.GERALD/ 
To EDWARD HAY, efq. major of brigade. 



County of Wexford, 1 Margaret Breen, the wife of Matthew Breen, 
to wit. S-of the town of Wexford, mariner, came be- 

■ . -^ ' J fore me this day, frtcly and voluntarily maketh 

oath on the holy evangelifts, and iaith that (he was on board the Hoop 
X»«berty in the harbour of Wexford, on the 29ih day of May, the day 
licfore Wexford was furrendered to the rebels. Saith that on the fame ^ 
day deponent faw mr. Edward Hay take (hipping on board itie vefTel ^* 
called the Adventure of Wexford; at depopenc believes to make his>||^ 

cfc9p/*j 




t 
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efcape from Ihe faid town. Saiih rhii un ihe jift diy cf May, 179!; 
being the day iffcr the town wis ponVfTcd hy iht reljtis, a furloo* mob 
came calling loudlf for Edvaiil Turner, efij. dece:ifed, laic rnagilLrata 
for r«id county i decl.iring, ihry woiilil put him to <leath at the fame 
■nooient, andtwereaSout todrftroy the li Dure wherein h« (he Ta id Ed Ward 
Turner was concealed. Saiih thai the Taid mr. Hay being inForoied of 
- Ihe delignt of the Md mob, interfered Tot mr. Turner's protection, and. 
cxpuRulated with them, faying that ror. Turner wag hh moll intimata 
frieitd, that he was a good chsritaW* man, and a proteaorof the poor. 
Salth that the meb on the warm foliciiations of mr. Hay, were inJueeil 
to withhold their deCgn of murdering mr. Turner; bu! infilled qd hit 
being lent a prifunerio the gaal> Deponent faith that in fame few ilayl 
after the town was fo polTeffed by the rebtli, fhe faw a gieat multitude 
aflemble in a clanioroui and tiotnus manner iiciir the houle where lotvt 
Kioglborough and two other cfficeri of the North Cork regiment of 
militia were pijfoiiert ; faith the rebels feemcd furioully dcicrmioed to 
britig the laid prifonert out and piKthem to deaih. Depotitnt faith HiC 
jaw (he faid Edward Hay interpofe for their preferval ion, and addrelFed 
the mob-in terms flrongly reprubating the idea of fcillin^ in coid blood, 
and that the vengeance of God would overtake all murderers. Depu-' 
nent faith ihsE Ihe hag Frequently heard the rebe^ threaten the lives of 
tord Kinglboraugh and his o9ic«i( ; and believes (heir ftleiy and protec- 
tion in a great ineafure atiribuiable to the efforts of the faid Edward-j 
Hay. Deponent was rummoned on inr. Hay'i trial, and ihii al£davie 
i« Ihe fubitance of her leliiinony, had Die been deemed ncctlTaty to bC 
called on. 

Eworn before me ihii 17 th day of AugnO. I7<|9. 
UARGARET f.KEEN. £B£N JACOBi 



I Diall be hnppy 10 bear tenimony urion any occaiinn that may be 
afforded me, of IulIi pans of yonr cnnduiJl at came within my ohferva- 
tion during the late unliaj^y lebellion. In the lirlt inSarce I perf<aiy 
recoUcfl th»t on the lyih at May lail, you joined the corp» of yeetnuiry 
Id which 1 belong, but from appearing in coloured ciothes in comnton 
with a few other perfons who h,id tffcrcd their fcr^ices, ii was thought 
ad'ileable by i)ie officer commanding the party, that fuch perfoni a> 
were not iq military unifurm, (hanld return to Wexford. For the fpace 
of fifteen days, I had frequent opportiiniliei of feeing and hearing. of 
your condufl, which 1 believe to have been Drongly marked by miU- 
nrfi and humanity, and bo abhorrence of ihe excefiei ibac were daily 
commiiling, which you bad it not in your power to prevent ; not did I 
ever fee you carry arms during bliat period, X have to aekr.cji'lBdge many' 
kind and friendly liliti from you during my confir.cmenr, when you 
gave me, mrs. Browne, her lifter mn. Hufon, and fauiily all the conlujai; 
lion in your power ; but in particular, after I had been dragged down to 
gaol by a party of ibe rebels, you immediately repaired there, ufed youf 
exertiors, broiightdown genera! Roche, and happily fur me you fucceeded 
in effefling my releafe. After t hii I wa> advilid to go lo my own hoiife 
in the cuuuiry, but bein^ again made a prifoner there, rind liEJi.g fur. 
rounded hy iiumernui peiils, in the midtt oF my diDrefi you wrote a 
moft Friendly leiler, ai,hti was delivtied to mrs. Browne in the inoft 
fecrct manner, CDrnmuntc^lIng rlie violent threats yi>u had heard >sainft 
me in Wexford, and recommending me to return to town, in order to 
refute the charges that hid been brought agntnlt me. Vpan the wholes 
1 amcaovinced ihityuur coodufl: [ow^id me vta folely ailuucd by nio- 

lifc*. 



tivet 6f efteoB uul regard fior my prefcrvttion, for which I (hould bt 
hippy to render yoa any adequate kindnefs.— I am well convinced t^t 
daring the diiaftroat period of three weeks, while the rebelt had iht 
pofleffion of Wexfordy many loyal fubjefts were obliged to 9i€t in t 
manner repugnant to their feelings, in order to ftve their lives and 
pleafe the multitude, who threaten^ Yengeance againft many perfons for 
not aiding and affifting in their defigns. Your letter dated the itdi 
ult. I aiTure you I never received till about one o*clock yefterday, when 
it was handed tome in the tourt-honle, which will apologite for nf not 
tttending to in due time: I am, dear fir, 

your obliged and faithful 
homble fervant, 
IFexfini, %d April 1799* ARMSTRONG BROWNB. 

To EDWARD HAY, efq. ift lievtentnt Shilroalitr cavalry^ 

No XII. 

Tcftimbnyof Ebinbzbr jAc6i> efq. M.I), on the trial of Edward 
Hay, at the aflizes of Wexford, on the a7th of* July, 17999 
produced and fworn as an evidence for the crown. 

£jra«i<rf^^^ Timothy Driscol, bso. . 
. Recollefts the time. in 1 798^ when the rebels v^ere in pouie/lton of Wex* 
ford— Was in Wexford during that ^riod^^&nows the prifoner— Be- 
«eves the firft time he faw mr. Hay after the rebels came into Weitford^ 
Was wh«h he was enquiring where general t**itz- Gerald was j^ heard ht 
^iras at mr. Lett^s, where mr. Bagnal Harvey lodged, went to mr. Lert*ii 
sind found him there— To the beft of hisrecolleaion, he faw mr. Hay« 
Captain Keugh and mr, Harvey — Cannot fiy in what fifuation Bagnsl 
■Harvey afted dtiiring the i-ehe11ion^.^aw Kengh St the head of a psrty 
of rebels in arms, has feen Keugh a^ jls an officer*— Has no pofitiva 
Jtnowled^e of a fcbmniittfce exiftinff in Wexford at that CimC'^Saw mr* 
Kay again palfing by with mr. Hirvey, fatd we are ^oing to give cir« 
filiation to bank notes — ^t)oes not believe there was any one elfc in com- 
pany with them— ^Believes he faw them near the court-houfe, moving 
c>n to the left of the town — Remembers the lift of June 1791— Wat 
«:a1led on by Robert Meyler, who told me federal perfons were at lCttigh*lf 
«[nd reqoefted I would go there ; I went accordingly, and faw rh« prl« 
^oner at Keugh^s houfe--Saw Keugh ^ Harvey, R. Carty, prieft Kochd 
sipd fcveral others, whofe names he does not recoUe6l in Company with 
-prifoner— Keugh faid, (hall we fpeak on the ibb)c£l we (ent tor doAor 
Jacob ? Hay faid ves , and he did fo— Keugh faid, it would be madnf fa 
not to furrender the towA, as there were great number! of the king'i 
th>ops mai-chihg in different ways to Wexford | one army ht faid WM 
marching from Taghmon, another from Oulard, and a. third Ufmi 
Ennifcorthy — ^They all immediately agreed, but pricft RoefiCf who wai 
oveffiile d ' ■ I t was pfopofed that ht a«d Robert Carry Iboald ffi 
with a flag of tnke to the Taghition army, and thir fhcpriibiiar And 
eapuin M'Manos &oold go the Oulard armf '-^ipiuilfi M'Maeita was 
i^fted as a loyaliA— ^Cannot tell why mr« Hay wla iefeAed-aCanmH 
iay whether KeUgh gave anv reaibn f9€ coo|^ffif them«^Capta{fi iYW^t 

^od -^= were lent to th« Konifeortfif 9rmw-^r* Hay fifefiifd f4 

go, fpoke to that t€e€t and wenf^Tha yetum^ he met Mt Ketjj^h's 
^ore of a tolerabte degree, psv ^s he eon^'eived of high itivMtUmf trmu 
cpinioa sot kootrfedge-^Does no* recofleA any cthn* that were there-^ 
The pcriboa £9 aiea rtiled wtfutned attihorfty«-*It waa mevftMrned i* mr, 
l!lay*a pnkmte t§m H* wae i0 g9 wif li capfatii M'M«iMfi# md Iw 
ifiartsd— Doca &oc belief e mr. Hay wuMm ^fn€ft Mfii km m httfi 
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Cumot Tif wheiher Carty *ai in "fficir or not— 
N«»er ftw Bifnal Harvey afl in tht eapaciry of »f> oflitth— Carty »«■ 
a rich rarmrr ) Harvey waiaminol prupetry; Keugit was an offictr io 
lh« army, and slwayi confideml a genilrmao, 

Crafs-ixamintd bt P6TE» Buhjioiigks es<^. 
It was aftrr die (own wa* (lirrendcrtJ Io the rebtU he fiw mr. Har— 
BeJkvcs lie did nol meet mr. Hay in company more than once ot twico 
befone I hat d.iy— Minv loyal perfoni wne ifcliruui of being In theCoitl- 
piQj of Njrvejr and Keugh, lo alfurd ihcmfslvt* profiflion — Belinrea 
thai tTie religion of a catholic might make him more rarpt£leiJ wiib tha 
rthell, and might give a catholic oaore influence than a ptoreftanl — Be- 
lie»« great blouJlhed wat prevented by thofe who had influence — Bc- 
llevM that n loyal manmizht beglFid to have i nAue nee with thcicbeli — 
Soci not aaually know that mr. H«y iilfd hi* ihfliienu lo five \\\w, 
bur it cnntiJcnt he wouM do To if he coiild^The loyal inhabitant! 
would have hceii in gieat dangEt had iliere been a battle in taking ihc 
(own — A luyal and humane man ought to join in the termi of rc-cipi- 
lulation, hut he conceived a loyal roman ealholie would be prefcrrrt 
to go lo the anny — Mnny peifons fivoured the rebellion ihal detcAed 
)I — Q. Do yon not believe thai many protethnts fghmilted to be cbrif- 
tenedby pricHs F A. I do believe many loyal men did To, but no true 
proteftani nerd do (o, if it was not hij own choice. — Q, Do yott rot be- 
Jie»c that captain Hay vras conSdered a rebel ? A. I do.r— Q^Did jo« 
not hear that he vn* tried ^nd honorably acquitted by a couil- martial i 



No. XIII, 

r. Hay, 



the r 



. Gordon, 



Ai you have publicly profelTed a 
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fupply tht place of fafl, 
oral mimufctipE or even printed, 
The threat Jiioeriorky of occulai informail 
tiom peclbnaJ fenowlEdgc uf fads 
auiiliaty docuaunta that cannot f: 
of my name into your hillory 



furmedof ai>y involun. 

'hen fjjcciilaiive opinion! 

carfay evidence whether 

vitb the greilejl caution. 

D any other, induces me 
fend you along niih my own opinioa 

L_j ,jjj introdofli. 

and f 



hope your pcofEffiuni of candour and liberality may be leaiiaedi bj 
doing juflice to my preftnt communication. 

According to the plan contained in mr. Byrne's circular Iet< 
perlona deputed from each carbolic congregaiion in the county oi Wtx. 
fori, afTcinbled at Ennifcurlhy, on the 19th of July 17911 where they 
defied delegalea to rcpcefenl tbc county in the general commitree ol the 
caiholica oflreland. I attended ihia meeting hi a voter from the con- 
gregation I belonged to, and bad the honor of beiog clewed one of the 
delcgatcafor thecouniy of Wexford. So that iheiniermediaK ftepof ba- 
loniaia, nkich you mention in your biftory, bad biH a fpeculativc ex- 
igence, ijivetkied I do fu|^^e with 3- view of affimilaiing ibe caiholic 
committee with the fydem of united Jrillinieni a circumAance talally 
devoid of truth 11 no kind of communication exifled between (bem. I ~ 
order that the meeting of the general committee Ihould be publicly ai 
tended, propofaU were Aade to hire different public ptacei, which cauU 
not be ohiaiued, fo that no other place but the layloit-b^ll Back-lane 
could be procured. Thii precluded the puffibilily of being able load- 
Diii any bM the tklegais;, ai ii wu fcwcely fufluicM lo waUia Ibenv 



afld f hus was the committee fruftratcd in having their aflembly publicl]^ 
attend etf. The firft meeting of this general committe took place in Dtf- 
^mber 179*, for feven days only, which you mention to be many weeks. 
The Second and final meeting forcight days in April 1793, and the meet- 
^'^S ^>^<led in adilToIution beginning on the i6th and ending on theafthy 
^ Sat urday the 20th was taken up by the attendance of all the delegates im 
the Couf ( of lungs bench, to take the oaths prefcriht-d by a late aft of par- 
liaoieiit. The colleftions made by the catholics of Ireland to defray the ne- 
cenary expences, attendant on the purfuit of their emancipation, were vo- 
luntary fubfcriptions, and not in any degree aiTeffments, It is evident 
A ^***''**^*** ^y no means orders of the Tub-committee were not attend- 
•^.^^ as two thirds of t\ie counties of Ireland* never produced one faf* 
thing, I paid the colleftion of the county of Wexford to the tfeafitrcf 
m '792, and no fecond colleftion ever was made there. The ilatue of 
^ing could not be erefted, altho* voted as a monument of catholic 
^^itude, which along with other honoFableengagenienrS} were fuper- 
^^d by the general and calumnious outcry, ^aiied at the time againft 
**^«- colleaions. 

The petition of 'the cathofics" of Ireland, might be fuppofed tp efcape 

^imadvernons when bia majefty was gracioufly pleafed to fignify his 

rorigeft approbation in his recommendation to the parllannent of^Irc^ 

*od, who in confequence repealed the greater part of the penal ftatute4 

S^^inft catholics.^-— The late eail of Clare did affert, as you bavd 

» -J?*'^ 'n your hiftory, '* ^hat the catholic petition was furprifingly fraught 

*^b mifrepreientation/* On this aifettion being made the petition was 

^Publiflied reciting the llatutps on which the allegations confained in the 

^^^ition were grounded, prepared by the honorable Simon Butler, wbofe 

r^Putation as a lawyer the chancellor was too well acquainted with, to 

J, ^^nipt toexpofe his error a fecond time, and gave up the poinf. So 

^5 ^ imagine this public document will be equally convincing to you, 

J. **"ch I fend along wiih all the proceedings of the catholic committed 

^^ating to this event, for your perufal, as I would wifh your avowal to 

P*'oceed from the moft perfect information on the fubjeft. 

Although I profefs the rqman catholic religion, I fhould not hi of that 
-^■^miinion a finglc hour, were their tenets as they are reprefeniedy 
^o* tb^t baneful prejudice, fo prevalent in Ireland, that proves fuch afl| 
**e6lual drawback- to the otherwife infallible profperity of my country 
*^d I cannot fufficiently (anient to fee fo induftrioufly circulated, as it 
^^y Serves to keep alive thofe prejudice^, that all liberal men fee through 
*^d reprobate as a peft to fbciety,. 
^ A. iloop had been fitted up by the infurgents in Wexford^ but had been 
^j^*ce condenqfied> as totally unfit for that fervice, was hauled on one 
^^^^ in the harbour where ilve funk within a foot of her deck, and re- 
^ ^ined in that fituatioti for a month, when Hye was pumped out. I waa 
tl^ ^be fame day without trial or enquiry, put on board along with thoOs 
I *t had been tried and fentenced to tranfporration. The wet ftraw warf 
^^^ in her hold and a little dry ftraw fhook over, which our walking on 
^^Pn made it as bad as the reft, (o it was i)ot pofiible for to fit or lie down 
^thout imbibing the wct| nor had we even the fatisfjiflion of reftirig 
.S^inft the fides of the fhip, as the planks were water foaked. The ef- 
^•"Vefcence of the putrid nflilt fo ftrong, as to turn money black in our 
^J^^kets in the courfe of a few hours. We had alfo a profufion of rats 
l*^*t bi^ fomc of the prifoners. My health has been greatly impaired, 
y five weeks confinement on board this (loop, and ( fear it will never be 
^■*fe£tly re-eftabliflied. ( fliouid detain you too long, to enumerate the 
^^4ou8 hardibips I fuffered during the period of thiiteen months^ that 

I was 
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1 wRi canfined, which 1 was at hCl rthaftd fiom by an honourable ar. 
quirial, at (he fummcr afliies in VVexrord in Augufi >799 indepenilaiit 
of the amnefty bill, Wherpai my peiftcuroii could be puiiiftitil by ihe 
fiiiKtinientallawt of The connitUllon, had (hey not ihc indemnity bill* 
to fereeii [heir bufe and lyrannicaltondua inwards me. I havecoiilined 
fnyl'elf merely iu the Ufli ftaled in your hiltory, in which 1 have beea 
in fome degree tone erne d, and an eye wilnel'i, which preclude* the pofTi- 
bilily of caTillingiircomradiClion. I lioptyou may be kind enough lo let 
them in Iheir proper colouri. I rtqiicft the Favour of your anfwet at I ard 
!uti;c6t, you hive hitherio 
mean Id k( fuch traBbaiont 
thb honoQt tu be with great 



been fa much uninlurmed about] i 
go uncoBiradiflcd to polterity. 
refpefi. 



reverend (ir. 



moft obedient, 
umble fervni't, 
EDWARD HAY. 



1 have receivfd you 

am (atitfied of their vi 
Jhall publifh them in ir 



documentii and think you much aggriei 
amy, they remove a miftaLe in my hifii 
next edition with fiilcable acknowledemei 



Boro-Iodge, Jay lUi itoi 



^ While my work wa. at prefs. an e. 


tion of the rev. n 


r. Golden'* 


Iiillory wu pubhlhed in London, in w 


ich he certainly ha 


noticed try 


communications, but not in the entcni 


I think I fhalJ be 




out deferving hii atteDlion in the fupplcn 


enthehaspromifed 


othepubilt. 



From the pnrfuit I am at jirelent engaged in, I confider It my duty 
to fcek and unravel truth and Iball be Happy to elucidate any cireuin-' 
llancei that may he conlldcred mote ufeful in promoting public know- 
ledge : In coiile(|uence of the progrefs I have already made with th^ 
rev. mr. Gordon and in conjtderation of our communications beingr^ 
hitherto wry circumfcrihed, I haVe offered him my Terviccs, an<^ 
hopcforhisco-operaiion in the purHiit of my intention, the unioi^ 

AND HARMONY OF ALL DESCE IPTI0N3 OF OUR COUNTRV MEK. 1 lliss 

objefl it tiiienfive enough lo engage the attention of many. The publi 

have already anticipated their favourable opinion of gentlemen employ 

ed in rtfearches, that are fo likely to encreaie the high opinion enlenaii ■ 

eJ of llicir fuperior talents. If an humble individual can recommend hi(^ic~ 
Telf by the fincerity of hit CD-operation, I Ihall hope to be iiicltiil « 
aoiong ihofe who are willing lo point out the means of geniral happing 4 



ENUMSRATION PLAN. 
lUuSt from ih( account or the population of Ireland si taken 
Tear i/U, by G. P. BuSHE, M. R. I. A. and publi[hed 
Traofa^ions of the Koyal liifh Academy, in 1790. 
COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 
I iNiimberof Houfei 

Houses. Tot. No. whbn the popu- 
Ulion was taken. 
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J^ublc hearthE 

Single do. I 1550! 
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549 about 5^ 
164'about 4.^ 
919'nearly 9 
Soo!|»bDut 6J 



C64.o|about &\ 
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ThewmiMyaf Wexford by this eakiilation contained 10,44.8 houfesi 
■nd 131,91* inhabiianls. The town of Wexford comprehending 141* 
nouretand 9i;t Inhabiiime. 

1b the letter written by mr. BusHK to the Royal Irish Aca- 
BBWr, Dli prefenting hi* account of the population of Ireland, of 
•'Hieh the above it a part, lie ex preffed great doubts of ill correft 
ftalemcnl ( howeier, it n crrtait>!y the heft account cxiini, Mr, Hay 
(nuniorated fever^l pirifhei in hit neighbourhMd, in which he found 
fvaJitif far exceeded ctmpuiatiiit, on which he (rrounded his eitp«aation 
of being able lo fei forth that tke ppuUaioii »/ Irelaud is •uajily «n- 
^fatid. The documents were laid Mori: EARt FlTi-WlLLiUM, whofe 
famaJM il bed explsincj by the following letlen. as well ai the ftat- 
^ring mfpreiMiaa of the right li«ri, Edmunb Bskke, which, with (he 
meoufiigemeiii of the Roial latSH Acaoemy, induced mr. Hay to 
"•HitBt* the enquiry by ilie aoutacd plan, in the year 1791. 

81H, 
"The plan for afcertaining the number of the inhabitants of Ireland, 
^oich you laid before me juft on the eoe of my departure from that 
•°»'0(ry, I have *»amined and know not how fntficiently to approve the 
■•odesJopted for that piirpofc. Surely its praflieabilily might be brought 
5" "le teft if you was 10 undertalcE the remainder of the county of Wexotd, 
* *hat would be more immediately under your own eye, than any other 
"""Biy, and you could do it with lefs fatigue and tiouble. It would be 
_^, treat public benefit if done, and had I remained in Ireland, I cer- 
^^••>ly fliould have done every thing in my power to have facilitated itt 
**Cution, I have the honor lo be, &e. &.e. 

WENTWORTH FITZ-WILLIAM. 

To EDWARD HAY, 



^^ The fpecimen for the (mimeration of the kingdom of Ireland, ap- 
?***r» to be fo well calculated lor its end, that 1 cannot help feehng that 
^ ^«ou!d be a great pity it Ihoutd not be carried into execution. As the , 
''Ccution of it will depend fo much on the catholic clergy 1 (liould you' 
-L **ik of going on wiih it, it appean to me that the intended meeting of 
^« billiaps for the purpofe of carrying into effefl the eJu::aiiou hill, 
*^uld he a very good opportunify ef laying the plan before 'hem (with- 
^^ » whofe afiiftance and co-op«rillon there will be no polfibllity of pro- 
^^eding in the bufinefs.) lam fure the bifhops will eonCder it as fuch, 
•Jjlif they do, there can be but little doubt of their rcadinefs 10 lend their 
^.'^Itance when once they tnow there is a gentleman at capable at yotir- 
^If, willing to fuperinterdand able to direfl it6 progrefj. I (hewed the 
J*«timen to mr. Burke, who think* very highly ot its utlUt.^ aai ^W 
'*'a8ieabiUty, 
^r^f„pr.Sguarr, Jan* s.J, tyn;. 1\\»« tVeVotvoT, ttc, Ut, 

WENTYTOKTU ?\Tl.-VJttAA>w»*' 
oEDWARD HAY. efo. l"'^ ■ -- ^"iL -"^ 
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INUMEHATION PLAN. 

My DEAK IIK, 
■ YOU will eafily believe. I am in the hlghtll degree ji 
thine wiih which you are conncflcd, paiiicularly inthemoll^ 
ohjeit by whleh you. are now Jetained in IrelsnJ.' I wrote | 
fir George Shee, I hope y«u h^vc got chat letMr, not that it c^ 
thing very mlleria), but thai 1 hope you will not thinli me | 
Ioyi>ii oryouv tnoft important purfuit ; foia long time I have bai 
mation, or noihin^; which dtfeivei the name, about what you i 
Iliear, and am extremely alarmed at hearing that the chaiJ 
the chiefs of ihe benches are among your irulieei. If this be hI 
St lo give ihem the power of in ler meddling, I mull fairly 
cunhder not only all the hentfila of the inftltution to bewhollfl 
that a more mifchicvoui projcft was never let on foot. I fM 
ike your coliigE, according lo the firllaflof pailiameoS 
dinare department of our praiilUntuniverllty,abrurd ail afwayi 
Ihst plan to be, than to mike yoli the tnlltumcnt of the inftr^ 
the jubbini; fyllem. I 3m Cure thut the conftant meddling j 
bi&ops and ut 'he clergy with the callle, and of the caftle «M 
wiil infall'ihly rtttheWill with their own body ; ill the weM 
hi'hrrto the dergy have had in keeping the people quiet, willS 
joll if once this Siould happetii at belt you will have a marliM 
and more than one kind, and I am greatly millalcen if ibit M 
Itniloi, and diligently and fyftemntieally purfued. I am fteadlf 
^Id opinion, that thii affair had better be wholly dropped, a.ai 
vernmiKt booh with civility and a c knowledge id en t declined, I 
fubjefl yourfelvei and yOur rdligion lo your lcnov<i! 
who conneft thcii i'niereft with your humiliation, and found tq 
reputation on ihe deftruflion uf yuuii. I have fiid Co n 
point already, that 1 fkall trouble you no more aliout it. Ai 
mittee of lay catholica, I am fotry for a tone of jacobiniAn t 
adopted by fome of iii. principal meinbere, but Hill mo 
been dilTolved, the bid principle might have been kept ui 
ever can lave yon wiihont fomecoromirtee of the kind. I i 
thing of the fort te-eHablilhed— your enemlei are embodied, «i 
comes of ye if ye are only individual! I 

Mr, Hay of ihe county of Wtxfori, who came hither « 
from that part ef Ii eland, is on hii return lo ynu, and takes i 
i'llB, 1 like him very much, he ii a leilotis, fpirlted a 
man. He has one proj-efl: in hand of great extent, and Tome i 
but likely to he cf Very great ufr : it is lo mHke an exa 
of the inhsbitints of Ireland, diflinfruifliing their re|igio 
Uien be has Ihewn me of It ii perfcfl ; and 1 have no doiibt, 
the aflirtance of the catholic clergy (without whom nothing of j 
can be done) a very ufeful work lowardi evety pIpLi of political a 
may be fotnied. I am Cure uvciy' one mull he fenlible o' ' 
lord Fitawilliam's alTertion, ond'eing mr. tf )iy'* plan, i)i:ii 
of the catholica is not the perlicution of a fcit, but lyrannyl 
people In three in the provinces of Ireland (our of the citieO M 
A'oft literally true in fubBance and effeft ; it is true of ihe i ■ '^ 
parts marked in his paper, the proteltanta ate not as one lo 
and on the whole 1 do nut think, that the county of Wexford jL 
more catholic than the other counties of LcJniler and MunS 
know that an ill handle may be made of this woik, but fa there jl 
lb there will be of every thing done for the good of that cauntri' 
^ihit invidious rcpfcfentation is not of lo much prejudice ai ihe' 
ledge of important' truths will be of advantage to you, ip ijic 
Sbd to a confiderate guvernment. , 

Mr. Hay is fo good as to take over to yon fome hooksf of yotn; 
dearfriet)d, lobeprefeutedasmemorii!) oi thedcceafed tothenewcj 
it CO that of Carlow) i% -jou think be;f. 

' IWiie&tXiWinx to be, $ec, &c,j 

BcaceniMd, June gt^i, i79«. ^XJNWS.Xi 'Bi'Sj^ 

To ibe rev. doaor iili1££.Y. j 
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STATISTICAL ACCO^ 

AS PROPOSED Br THE ROTALtl 

_S 



Population lis prefent flatc — rtsincrcafcordecrea>n 

of the inhabitants; firftj by place of birth, whe** 
ages; thirdly, by religious ptrfuafinns ; fourthly;"' 
by refidence in town, village or country — Numbei 
habltedj new built and otherwife. ^ 

GjEOCRAFHY Situation and extent — Number of acr^J, 

and fnrface — Climate and difeafes — ^Towns and t, 
ferries and canals — Coal, turf and other fuct — N 
rivers, iflandsi hills, Tocks, caves, woods and or^'' 

NatdRAL history Ariimals> wild and tame — Bie 

mineral fprings — Trees, plants and vegetables. '^ 

Agriculture Mode of cultivation — Implements c 

time and harveft — Quantity and value of each fpe< 
Average of the rents of the fcveral kinds of land 
flock — Average prices of grain and other provifion 
in the parilli — Wages and price of labour — Imprc'"' 
mountain, reclaimable or oiherwife^rProgrefs ofP 
Fencps. ~ ' 

Trade Commerce and its objes^s, with their refpeflilr 

Manufa^iurcs, whetlier carried on in villages, in f; 
fafluvers — Prices of labour — Kelp^its amount and in 
manufa^ures — Numbers of women and children fo 
fliips and vellels-^N umber of feamen — Objefls and"'"' 
and their objefls, wiil( the average amount of perirf, 

PpoPERTV Number of proprictois— Reliding ptoprief 

Modes and terms of tenure — Services in lieu of ; 
magiftraies — Senefchal and manor courts and olhcrjr 

Religion and education Places of public worfi 

Iron — Number of poor fupported by public charity-"* 
Schools, endowed or oiherwife — Numbers of fch<^ 
ofed in education. ' ' ■ " . 

ANTiiJ,otTiEs Ruins eccleliaflical and civil, round tt' 

cufloms and obfervances, traditions, poetry, mulic ?r 
Popular modes of exercife and amufement — Anctenti j! 

Miscellaneous articles Nameof the paiilliand^J 

records — Character of the people — Their mannewJfB 
lagcs — Peculiarities of this pariili. I' I 

Practicable improvements ^VJ\i.\; te^-Mfe. \n ts^J 

h^abcaiS) inanufa6\,uj;e5j '^^.Uia.iwti o^.xVt ^'^^'=-->^ 
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AUTHENTIC DETAIL 



OP THE 



EXTRAVAGANT and INCONSISTENT CONDUCT 



or 



Sir RICHARD MUSGRAVE, Baronet; 



WITll A rtLL 



REFUTATION 



OP Bl> 



SLANDER 



A0 4INIT 



« EDTFARD HAYr 



WHEfttIN THE GLARING CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN THE HISTORY 
OF THE IRISH REBELLIONS AND THE OTHER PRODUCTIONS Of 
. ITS AUTHOR ARE CLEARLY POINTED OUT. 



M 



Cjuptations from the Hiftory of the Irifh Rebellioiiiy by fir RicuariI 

MtXSGRAVB. 



<c 



Ti/iESSKS. — — and Ediuard Ha^t aBivelj concerwed in tit re* 
•^'-^ bellion^ luere of an ancient popijh famtlji and extremely tueii 

educated^^^'^'Q^rto edition^ page 371—- Oft. editioD« to\ i, page 459. 



^* Mr. Janlit Boyd etrrified at day -break -on Whitfunday^ Edward 
Titxgeraldy o/'Newpark, eight mUs from Wexfrrd^ and lodged Mm if 
the fBunty gaol. WBtn mr. Boydfirft appeared, FitzgefaU laid Ms hand 
9n his brea/lt akd made the m^Jolemn affitrance of unfeigned loyalty 9 yet 
a great quantity rf pikes mfere found in his parlour , reiidy mounted and 
Jit for ferviee.'^ Edward Hny Jkpt in the fame hedehanAir tvith Af^,— 
After his a^efl he afe3ed many delays in hopes of being refcued by tht 
r-ebels, nuho had rifen and tvere approaching Ms houfe m iteat number f^ 
hut mr, Boyd compelied^im by menaces to fet out for Wexf^d,""-^ 
Qparto rditioD, page 38S-M>ftavo editiopy Tol« I9 page flo* 

A «* ^hal 



1 



Ljl JtCTHENTIC DKTAIL. 

• Tiof laftaig M'Mam^,* /ball pncitdfram Wixftird tvaardt Cat 
I brt, accaiKpaniid by mr. E. Hay, appainltd by ihi iRAabilaitls tf alt rt~ 
\l liehiii ptrjiiajiaiff, to infirm ihc i^cir, nrntianJing thi kiiig'i iroeti, that 
F MfV are rfoJf M deli-vtr of lie Irwa of iftxfar4 viUhoift apfafiicu, /ay 
f ihy-'t 'i'"' frmi, and rtturn la tieir alie^iaKce, froviJeJ t/uirperftm 
Y'tttil profrty are ^uaraalttd by thf mmtnaitding 'ffiitr; and thej ii.ill a/e 
I mery influence m their patttn 'a iiuliut the peaple if the cauntry at large 
f « return la their allegiance at/a. — TAeJk Itrmi, lot hope, cafl. At'Maam 
I nuUl lit able le prttuxe. 

Signed h orJer cf the iahabitanti tf fFixftrd, 

MATT. KEUGH." 

• Capldin M'Manus tf the Antrim mililia 10M a frifiner^E. Hajtivaj- 
M rebtllinder tuki lutnt It prateS Aim. 

Quitlo edilion, pJgc 4yB— Oclavo rdilion, *ol, «, pagti 31 and 3J. 

BOAITED AOVEttTiaEMBNT of Hi' RlCBARD MUSCRAVE. 

" Though the oMilior Iiai made truth Ml polar fiar in the CMirfe tf lh!f 

V 'biark, yet it is paffible fime error* might ha-ve occurred in if ; he bopti, 

\ ttterefire, thai ij any ptrfin JhitJd Jifiowr any fuch, they imllbe kintl 

' tnough la eoamuaicale them tt the aulhar, and A* tiiiil attend to them m 

Mtnixt ediiiaa." 

Vhtn [f)c hidory oF iht IriOi RtbellJDni was pubtilbcd, I wu in 
I a [licaJful Hale of health, ihat my friends imagined 1 would not 
i«l'. I however determined 10 eomradifl Ihe fMc afTcrlions of ^ 
Richard Mujgra<ue in tbe moft public manner, alihaugh almoft everf 
•ne that rc^id ihe publication, rcprtrenled it unworthj' any other confi-' 
deration ilian filent eontcmpt. One gentleman in parlicutari made^uf* 
•f all the argumeni) of friendfliip to difluaile me ffcm nalicing It, at * 
Aeceafcd relation of lii) wai fo injurioufty meniioned, that did he imagioa 
xny credit was paid to an alTerrion of {ir Richard Mufgnre, h« would 
faimfelf expofe the glaring and abfurd falfcliood. 

When my health w» To far H.<ftibliAed, ai to be able to look over 
ttiehilloiy with more attention, L conAdered it would tie right in me to 
fc( ray GonduS tn' ita true light, previous to tny publication of the Uif- 
luiy of the Inliirreaioii of iTie county of WeKlord. 

\I wilted pn Itr Richard Mufgrsve on Friday the iSth of May, iSoir 
ttitfa the copy of the foregoing abftraSj from bit hiftory, and produced 
Kim a varii.'iy of documenta, (hAi dearly proved the tal/iiy of bis as- 
count of Die. He not only exprcffed the molt ptrfeft conviflion of hit 
•(ror, bat that he would by every means in his power retrafl his former 
opinion, and give me every lalisfaftion I required, |i he '«as perfeflly 
CQiivinped J had eitpcrienccd pcrfecution aad in)uftic«. Be further <x~ 
pjeHed hia determination to mention my name in fuch a maqner a.% 
would aialc« the world ftnlible of my meritoriou: cwdoit. So ftro^igl^ 
inprefled was he vrilh the irapoCiion praftiled on him, that be named 
ne tbe pei Ion, (whom I now omit moniioiiing for obvious reafonsj anil 
permitted me to bring a [riend to copy his letter oF aoihortly, and 
would aS^rd niE every alTiltance in puniQiing th<: calumniator. Sir 
Riehard further olfeicd to let me lake copies of any other aiithoriliN 
lie bad, snd requelbd from me copiet of [be letters Irom lord Kingnoni 
captain Boujke, and majui Fitigerild, with mr. Taylor's affidavit (at 
tnlened in the Londiin edition of the rev. mr. Gordon's hillory and my 
appendi;!,) wilb an cavnell rcoueft to write it irue accuun; of mr. Fiti- 

Gtiald-t 



JI-OTHKNTIC DETAII^ 3 

^Mil(F« ttrell, oif ^ tubkh/ir RicbafJ Mafgravt ptfitvvilf fnmifedit 

--^K^Mfiri vtrbaiim hi las mxI cJirien, On rxprcJEng a wifh ro hart copin 

^^of all my documviiH, to picfc out oF them what he ihouglit proper, I 

^Mtentioned I wauM not rubjrft any informttian f gave him to mutila- 

'Vion. After thele ntetiminariet, wc agreed that I Dionlil write him a 

Setter exfireflive of mf application nnil wilhei, which he promired ts 

iilfwiiii according to the tenOt of our multial ronverfittian and cOnvifiiDii 

of each oiher's good inieniiom. Theli letter! were to be made 

"^rhsttTer ufe each of os thmtght proper ; moreover, fir Riehird 

■^wmed to write me the letter inftinter, which I did not think it right 

Id accept of, until he rec«tved mine j and fo inpatient wa« he to biire 

-Ihe doconienls ihat he wanted me to leave the otiginsk lo get copieS 

^j hi* cWk ; but 1 declined leaving them, but protnlfed lo bring 

■beni TO him the nexi day, which I did, copied hjr a genttemin for Ihat 

eiprefs purpofe. On parting with fir Richard Mulgnve, 1 went !0 

my fficnil, related til that bid hippeneJ, and vets much dilaftpointed 

he could not aerompinj' me on the next day, On Salnrday the ijlh, 

Bot Aniling lir Richard Mul'grave at hcnne, 1 left the copies he had re- 

^aefted, and lignified I wottlil wait en him on the fallowing Monday, 

On Monday the jift of May I propofed waiting on lir Richard 
Mufgrave, in company with my triend, on whom I called for that pur- 
pofe, wftb (lie JoHowing letter for fir Richard Mufgrave, which, for 
ibrnl's-fike was to be delivered by my friend, and an account of uir. 
S'itzGetaU'f arreft. Thi« inrerriew wai prevented 1^ learning ihit a 
d«el had taken place between mr. Todd Jonei and fir Richai-tl Mof. 
JErwr^j who wc underflood had lecelved a mortal wound. 

Letter from mr. HAY 1^0 7 ,t»r 
fir RICHARD MUSGRAVE, J »S"May, iBot. 
Sm Richard, 
FROM yoor prcfefTions of making fnilh yeor polar flar, 1 am rir; 
4uced to fend you copies of documenti that cannot fail to convince yom 
'bow erroneoufly my name has been introduced into yonr hiftory, and 
-^a perufing thfm I am con'lident you cannot avoid correfitng; ih! errorl 
-^Dti have been led into by Talfe inforTnation. Not wilhing that my name 
'Should in any degree be a fanflion la falfchood, I fend you a true accoant 
«)f mr, Fiti-Gerald't arrelt, at whtcti I am mentioned to he prefent | 
■•hereby yo\i muft perceive with the appearance of truth, how egregionlly 
&hiB tranfaftion bis been milreprelented, and by the bafeft mifconltruc. 
lion lottured into falftbooi). During the period of the mfurrcflion, I 
sra fo confcioits of the retliiude of my imentioni and conduit, that I 
«annot kr any renfon thin could induoe me to exchange chariKen wllli 
the whole or the moS unexceptionable of my perfecuiors, although they 
aire denominated " hjat men," Tome af whom owe fhatchirafter to their 
taking my advice in preference to (heir own bhi* ; yet fome of thefe 
liave contributed Co (he great iirjuAIee 1 have fuffered during the period 
of thirteen months that X wat confined, 1 had obtained a writ of habea> 
corpus to endeavour to rercue rayfelf from Ihe illegality of my confine- 
ment, but it was over-ruled by a fecretary'n wsrrant. My enemies no* 
fatisfied to have me a (late piifoner, attempted Co fmuggle me off by 
Iranfportation, but on applicatlao to judge Chamberlaine, then going 
judge of aflize, theiniqaily appeared fo conlpicimuti that I Ihuuld have 
beed immediately difchargedr had I not been again withheld through tb« 
(ubornation of a murderer, who fwore cxitiDm»tion» a^ainll me j and 
4 ■ t>i^ 
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liii pardon <ra* tb« reward for hia perjury. I hid been fnilntad ia 

nrioaf pttilioni to be iried in injr mvinei, but the villaini of «tj per- 

fccuton in OTcr- reaching ihcir rnzik, obisiocd my long wil!h<d fur trial, 

H the Wexford lunnner iflizet, in Augufl 1799; and ihe rctuli w\%, aa 

Bbanourabie acquittal, independent of the amnelly bill. Whcreai, ay 

B*ctlccuior( could be punKhed by the funJamentat U*i of [he coDftiln- 

m tton, hid ihcy not ihe indenmily biltt to Ccnta iheir bale and lyrmnkai 

nduCl towart^t me. I regret much that on my trial the couolU for 

_ :eTowDgateup iheir prufecution againl) me, ai Iwai iheieby prevenled 

Ifrom producing the mod refpcfta-ble auibority, that would have Unde- 

I ^ived ihe pt)l>lic for tbcfe twu yeart and a half pall, of many f*ire ac. 

I .COiinti circulated about The ftate of that caunty; and miald haie prored 

|F'|he ciillcace of an icquiGliDD of magiftiatei ibcre, exceeding in in 

I 'Viewt, any thing we rod of in foreign couniriet, where inquifiior* 

I we bound by oalh to enquiie into the real merili of the ca&, and to 

J leek out all evidince ai well for at againfi the priTonera. I therefore 

Pfonfider my condufl irreproachable, hiving undergone the ftridefi in- 

I Wfligatian, by being able to paTt wiih honour the ordeal of the Wn- 

L ^d magiftraiei. In addition to t he documcnli I fend you by my friend, 

r yrho it good enough to be the bearer of ibii to you, be can elucidate any 

) thing ybu might wilb 10 have more fully cxpiaioed, at I Ihould wiOi la 

inpieA fttongly on your tniiid, that 1 alTert nothing that 11 not coa- 

fiwtd by UDdeniabU auihority, (hat cannot fail to enforce cooTiSioa 

I »□ ihenioftprejudiccd. My health hai been much impaired by a Confine. 

I nunt on board a fioop that wa< twice coniJemncd during the inrurrcAion, 

u loially until Iq confine any perlbn { afterward fhe was funk for ■ mont^ 

ivithtn a foot of her deck, (hen pumped ou^ 3nd on the fame day I mat 

without trial or enquiry, put on board along with ihofe that had been 

tried and ruittpced ta' iranrportation, where the Aiaw wii left in the 

bold that had ihc henelil of ■ monlh't liceping. A little dry ftraw waa 

then (hook over, which walking oti Toon made at wet at the reft, lb that it 

^l»* not poflililc to fit or lie dawn witboot imbibing the damp, nor bad 

ft even Ihe f^itfaftion of leaniAg againft the lide* of the Ibip, aa ttiB 

planks were waler-foaked, Ran were alio in fuch profufion, that fome 

f>f ibe prifuncrt were bincn, and t|ie elfervefcence of pulrid malt acctl- 

pulaled between her timber^ To flrong, 31 tu turn money black in our 

rfocketi in the eourfe of a few hours.- My health thireby has been tb 

-puch impairtj, that I fearitniay never be perfeflly te-eftahli/hed. 

Many of my friendt prevented me from tnaking ihii applicaiioa to 
^ou fooner, ai they imagined 1 would not be Ufe in doing lb (party prc- 
^dice ran fo high) until tb« fufpenjion of the habeai corpiii aH wai re. 
^oved; 1 llrong inAance of which it I he danger 1 narrowly efeapcd, by dif- 
fovering in time the villainy of a forged Iclli^r in my name, which lalfo Tend 
t(ir your perufal, aud I hope fufScJeatly a<:c<.unri for my delay ; oeither 
did 1 conliderit right to do fo, until Ihe Sate ot my health pcrmiiled me 
_o abroad ; bul now that ihefe objeAiont are remuveil, 1 iruft 1 fball 
be favoured with the auihurity you had for mentioning my name, and 
|K>t doubting but that jou mui) be thoroughly convinced huw unjuAly I 
)iave been perfecuted, and your dilpoGiion to give me all Ibe reparation 
in your power, I have the honour to he. 

Sir Richard, 

yout moA obedient, 
Dublia, Miyigib, iSoi. humbie fervant, 

To fir RICHARD MU6GRAVE, bail. EDWARD HAY. 
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A ctfrtS account rf ihe arrejl of u^, FiTZ -Gerald, ivritten by thi 

defire-of sir Richard Musgravb. 

On Friday, the loth of May, I dined with my late dear friend, mr. 
Torner, at Newfort, and according to the public notice of the magif* 
trates at feffiona in Wexford on the 13d, which the people all feemed 
anxioas to comply with, mr. Turner as a magiftrate, appointed Saturday 
the 16th of May, to attend at New- park, the (bat of ror. Fitz-Gerald» 
as the moll convenient and central fpot to furrender their arms { and he 
was to attend at the roman catholic chapel at Skreen on Whit-Sunday» 
when he would appoint different places, where he would attend on dif- 
ferent days for the convenience of the people ; he requefted me to attend 
him, which I promiied to do, and accordingly was prefent al the fur* 
render of arms and pikes at New.park, on Saturday the 26th of May, 
where mr. Turner remained the whole of the day, granting certificates 
to thofe that furrendered their arms, there mr. Turner left thein» 
until they ^ould be conveniently removed. Mr. Fitz-Gerald and I 
walked part of jhe way home with mr. Turner, whofe houfe was about two 
miles diftance, and we expreifed our happinefs that the people would nbt 
be harrafled with free-quarters, which their conduct relieved them from | 
and we congratulated ourfelves on our friendly intercourfe not being re« 
ftri6ted to any hour. I returned with mr. Fita-Gerald, and flept in 
the fame bed-chamber yvith him. In the middle of the night, a rap 
was heard at the hall-door, which awakened us—Mr. Fitz-Gerald open^ 
ing the window, captain Boyd told him he wanted to fpeak to him, he 
inftantly went down and opened the dgo'r, returned to his room to drefs 
himfelf, followed by the high (beriff (mr. Percival,) and captain Boyd» 
\f\io had taken him prifoner. I applied tp thefe gentlemen to bail him» 
but was informed it wa? H^t in their power. J tfien requefted permiflio& 
to accompany him to Wexford, as they were not ignorant of ourfriend- 
ihip. I thought it npf: rieht to abandpn a friend in fuch a fituation. 
When I was done drefllng I was going dowq ftairs, one of the gentlc- 
inen followed me and leit it to my feelings, asmr. Fitz-Gerald*s friend^ 
whether, it would not be niore' agreeable to him that he ihould be lodged 
in the gaol before day, ofFei^ins at the fame time to ftay as long as we 
pleafed. I thanl^ed him fpr the good- nature of his pVopofal, and in his 
prefence ordered' my fervaht aVid mr. Fitz-Gerald-s, (who had got up on 
hearinjg the noife, and were coming down,) to get our horfes ready as 
expeditioudy as poffible, and which was accordingly done. On going 
down ftairs, I found feveral yebmen at the door, whom I inrited in to 
take fome refrefhment, and was followed by them into the parlour, infide 
6f which was the cellar, where I weilt carrying a candle in my hand^ 
never drearning that I had left thofe behind me in the dark. On hearing 
^ noife I imta6diate]y returned, and found fome yeomen had ftumbled 
over the pike -handles that had been left on the floor : they began to 
make different remarks on this difcovery, but pn my application were 
filenced by their officer, mr. Jofeph Qray, who was acquainted with the 
manner they haid been brought there.- On going up with fome wine to 
the gentlemen above ftairs, I found them examining mr. Fitz-Gecald*s 
papers ; and he requefted pf th^m to make th6 moft diligent fe'arch before 
they left the houfei We all came down together into the parlour 
where the yeomen had discovered the pike-blades in a hamper, and 
were thrufting them into their accoutrements, on this I applied to the 
officers to^V6 the pike^blades reckoned which the yeomea were taking 
•••• V • ■ *w»y| 
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BunE tor them to mr. Turner, to wttoA rfiCy 

n recond ihoughit 1 pTcpoTed jl a* 4 better 

mode ihat ibty fliinjlcl tike ihcn all avay. wbich they relufti.1 to da. 

.All the pike-bUdei wtee then [(turned imo ihc iHBipcr by oidefof 

ihe ofSiTEri, Rod prcvioui lo my ruling oiit le Wexfaid, which wm 

ai Ipeedily as it wsspoliible to be, 1 dirpiKhed ■ nwITngn to mr. 

' Turner, vitl) an account of ibil irmbftion, and a rtqiitft lo com* or 

I fend for tbe pikel g 1 a\fa k(t &s'iQ ordeti that no pcil'on whilfnever 

llinuld be let into the houle until the plkct were taken iwiy. My nwr- 

ftnger caliid mr. Turner up at hU houfe before day, and when he had 

le dreiljiig he walked on id a forge where he bad fcot ibe horfe b* 

I lo ride lo be fliod, and while he was waiting la hare him finiAled^ 

k'* houie wa* attacked by the infurgenii for armti with which ietcHt- 

geun he fci aS to Wtxiord, aad was ihe fitll t» cvniinunkiic ibc newt 

Di ihc riting ot the people. Every genllenian's boul* is the country 

' was fnoiiDoned to fur render their arms, and the infurgtmi proeerded to 

iJewpark fur Ibe pikci, but were reiiircd admiltance. On wkich they 

broke ogtn ll;e parlour window and took ibeni away ) tbe effeA of thia 

' nee wai oblsived by mr. Turner, captain Kavanagh, (now attjat 

le cBuoiy of Dublin militia) asd other perlint* that went to Nonv- 

park. on tbeif way to OuUrd, where thefe pike* wore a great addkioM 

- iheaimament bt ihe infurgcnti «i (hat battle. The loom wb«r« 1 

id riiy gum and pilioU was broke open and rhcy wcig taken away (lute 

RoniiRf, and aij bocfet audmulei rude off. 

EDWARD HAY. 
:f been fcen by fome of ihe perfons fhrt were of 
■he party ihat arreiled mr. Fiiigcmld, and ibey have ponuunced tW 
cireumAadceB of Ihe u-rcft peifeaty correfl ; <ir Richaid Mufgrafe't 
siiih«i ily is therefsre IH moll bjref jccd pcryerfion of truth. 

' During Ihe period of fir Richard Mufgrave'a illnefs, aud K a tin* 
liii life wai dflpaired of, I coiiltrsntly mentioned hie honourable e:f-, 
preHiont, a$ I had fully convinced him of tbe crrori he hid been leil 
info by falie information. Mil unequivocal avowal naturally led m^ 
t6 conclude, tli^t bit condu^ proceeded from principle! oi juftice^ 
The particular* of ihe affair of honour of William Todd Jone», efij. 
irith Gr Richard Mufgrave, h^> been prinled and publilhed through tbct 
kingdom, Iiiihcrto unconlradlfled ; fo that I may refer to it ai an an- 
tbeniie document. Thii ExTBAOttDiNAny occurrence exemplifios 
' the flrongMACHlAATlCNS of paktv, ibat fo worked up the UKWlLL* 
'"' "NICHT, to come forward » llieir champion in defiance of all - 
of ceiiliflency, decorum, and the adopted principles of bonoury 
h oecaiioni. The conclution of ihii duel U too well known in 
any other remark, than that it had like to provefiatal lo thejpurrtd 
to of his PARTv. The HiJlory of the Irilh Kebellions, added to 
the extravagant inconfiltencies of iti author, excited an almoft univerfa). 
odium againft the dying knight I I 1 Public opinion vented iti cxc- 
naiioD, and pronounced bis death a juft reward for his condu£l. I 
combated this opinion with fuch ruccefi, that 1 induced many to alter 
their Dpinioni, by detailing his coudufl towards me, it wai hoped ha 
might live (□ make a full retra£tation of the manifold errors, of whicit 
he is convifled is the mindt of every unprejudiced perfon, uncaMami* 
wtud with^itr^, whg hu bad a fiui ep^tuaitj' ^f ]i»rinj[ tkutu. 

5ip 
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* Str Rfcbard MufgraTe it kngth recovered, and I thoagBt it neeeifarir 
tD pay him a vifit. Oa Wednefday the jotb of June, I induced a parti* 
xvAat friend of mine to accompany nne to fee fir kichard, ivhom we founil 
mt'tba office of coUef^orof cxcife in the cutoAi-hodfe of Dublin. Af«» 
'tar nntual complimentary declarations, fit Richard Mufgravt exprcfTed 
great fatisfaflion at the information we could a€brd him, and declai%d 
iiif happinefs in r«|ra£ling anything that was errdneoue in his Hittory* 
mrkh a repetition of all his former profefiions to me, not forgetting the 
letter ht was to write me to fatisfy my feelings by ample .retracta^ 
Tiov. He aifo lamented, that moch as he wiihed it, it was not in hit 
|>owcrto afford fufficient leifure to us on that day, ae he had a confide^ 
Table fum of money to account for and pay into the treafury, which had 
flccrued during his confinement. If we could afford fufficient leifure at 
twelve o*clock the next day to do him the honour of calling on hEn, ]^m 
«rotiId have all his documents ready, that I anight take copies of thoCe I 
wiihed. Healfowas pleafed to exprefs his high fenfeof the valueof whick 
our information would be to his Hifior/, and with a profiifioo of com- 
plaiiance he reminded us at parting not to forget the appointment at hit 
lioiife the next day.* My friend feemed then perfe^ily convinced thaC 
the account I had given of <ir Richard Mufgrave was perfectly eorrefty 
and in complete contradi^ion to public accredited reports 1 

On Thnrfday the firft of July, pun^ual to our appointment wt went 
to the houfe of fir Richard Mufgrave, in-Gardiner-flreer, but did not 
Had him at home t In addition to its being a cuftom-houfb holiday, it 
was alfo the commemorati^^n of the battle of the Boyne. This confide* 
/ation we confidered might have diftra6led fir Richard Mufgrave^a at* 
lention from any minor obje^ ; we were willing to put the htk con*- 
i(ru£lion of his negle^l. I wrote a note exprewve of our difappoint« 
iiient,' and promifed to caU on him at the fame houmext day. 

My friend and I waited on fir Richard Mufgrave, for the third 
time, on Friday the ad of July. On entering the houfe we were in- 
formed that fir Richard was fo ill that he was confined to his bed* 
chamber, but we found a profefTed friend ready to difcufs the fubjeft* 
•and vindicate the obje^ionable parts of the History of the Irish 

i^RBELLION^ 

Prom what had taken place I was really aftonifhed how that could bfB 
•ttefBpted. 1 was proceeding in explanation when a fecond vindicator 
^aa introduced, and entered into the merits of the fubje£l. 

As 1 did not mean either to furprife the baronet or his friends, but 
to obtain redrefs after the moft minute inveltigation, I produced con- 
vincing documents in contradi^ion to any affertion offered, (fome of 
Vrhich are copied into the rev. mr. Gordon^ Hiftory and my Appendix) 
^Fl1efe and many other undeniable teflimonies added to our explanacionf 
tintil the friends gaveu^ the poflibility of combating my proofs* 

The GRAND CORPS de reserve was then produced as the knock me 
mh^wn argument, which it was imagined would be the ne plus ultra of 
^onvi^lion, " Tkat fir Richard Mufgrave luas juftifiahie in his ex^ 
preffloHS of mey as I had been acquitted under the amnefly biU*'*^ It re- 
«]uired no fmall degree of patience to liden to fuch a variety of ingeni- 
oua arguments as were put ; and I could perceive that the vindicators 
SntTt very fanguine and zealous, but "were very deficient in true infor- 
mation on the fubjeft, when they were ignorant of my honourable ac- 
quittal independent of the ^mnefty bill. I cannot but applaud the in- 
defatigable exertions of mr. Power on this occafion, in defence of fir 
Richard Mufgrave, who I heard was his oncle. He at laft infoimed 

me 
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claritioA a full and (ufficicnt snfwcr 
'' Th»i no perfon wtJaifoever ha» luccc 



[he authors of thotr YiMt t 
1 in >nvaliJsrin£ the authen- 
ela'ied in ir ; aifd I dcFy jtnjr 
perlQji to do lb. On tlie caoitarf, 1 have received ihe mott fliitieniig 
ifluiancc* from the D&cn who cstnpiigned in llie laie rchelliun, Ihat' 
liir miliiary irunraftiani hive be en faithfully dercribtd } and I have h^ 
Ihe fame iE8iTnony from ihe civU migiftratcs, and ffom ihuft w^o w(i-e 
coni)ieteiii ra decide upon the otJwr evcitii j add to ihrm I apfieal again. 
To ihe few feeble aiiempii inLich luvt been imde to qiitfliuii tnj vera- 
city in Tome [liBiiig piinls, 1 have wiitlen an anf.ver, wbUli hat be£a 
publiOied by J.>bi>$:<<clc<tale, PLcndilly. E a.<i (till open to eonviaiun, 
and lliauld any pcifun (uiiie lurward and prove to n:c, coolly and difpaf. 
lionauly, ihdl I have cninniitlcJ any one eriori 1 i^ilt ifniDedialcIy 
■cknowlulgi and cuiiEfi it. 

I an> fif, your moll ohcdienl fel'Tant, 
(Sign*.i) RICHARD MU3GKAvE. 

Bublin, oa. =7, tgoi. 

The foregoing Iciiei' appeared in I 
pjnrt. It aiErmit, That iht KitTOR 
had bren only coairsdlfteJ in ti IRing mailers, anri ihrowi out a cbal- 
kiige lo all who wnuij coniravEii hi« accuracy. It h iliScuIt tu know 
what fir Jtichard Mufgrafe may ellcem lo be brioui maiicr or contra- 
diilLon, H» woilt firfl a[.pearcd under the annnymoDs lille of VB- 
RIDICUI, which hai fincc been rtinlliiltiilo a copiout Qiiacio. fhie pro. 
duff ion was cuBviElcd of peifeft falfchaod by ihe plainell and moA pil. 
^ahie evidence, in a publicaiion called. The State op rtic Ca- 
. -tHOLlCI 0» IBEiANl)-. Lord CORNWALLis gave no ^rCfl/ ranSion 
(0 the purport or accuracy of (I r Richard Miif^'ravc'i huuk, when he 
officially intimated through hi) fecre'aiy colon*] LtiTLEHALEs, that, 
" bad bii e^ellcncy betu apprifed ol the cooienii and tiiiurc of ihe 
^ wort, he never wculd have leul ihc lanftion of his name (o a book 
^ which tendi lb Hiaitgiy to revive the dreadful animortfiei, whicli 
" hafe fa tang diltiafled this country, and which it ii the duty of everj 
" gpod fubjet! lo enJeavonr to eonipofe." Anolhei very plain contra- 
^aipn was given from official intboiity by Thomas Towns erd, ef^. 
bariifter at iaw, intmber of the lale Irilh parlimiien', appointed bj the 
juvernnient a» eoimtl lo the general of the famhcin dift,.a, he opcnij 
detlai'», " I have my inloiniatton from iny ovJn perianal infurmalian, 
■' lie aiilkar of t,U quarU from prejudiced niiiiour-^He letms to wi-iie 
'' ten emffri, whenever he can place an Bbno>Auut catholic under futpi* 
" ciuni appearance?. — He had no other molive than to jollify iholb 
" nbom he knew lo he aggrieved, and lo rclloie the honour iS a 
" biave and Joyal budy ol gentlemen liom unfoundcd'afptrfions, and 
" the cbarajler of a great Eomnitiiiily from th« malEdiSIuns of a moB' 
V peBileniial lihclj fUnding under the singulak st>cua of being 
" condenmed and dilciainied hy the patron ol in dedication," 

pofloi CaulHelU and ihe cnrholic eieifiy of Wexford, in a rooftdl- 
/cA and folcmn mannerr give CheKc diictt to the h:ii'u'iiF['t narrative. 
Thefe leveial impeaclimEiics ui hit veracity, have been con&med and 
tnereafed hj the teftimory uf the rev. mfl Gordon, The fei»taf Eselilb 
Rcriews deemed eII ihcfe and Jnany more materia) contiadiaioni. 
, Intending lo publilh an IliKory of the Infurrtflion, which mhlit 
>ave come to the knowledge of fir Richard Mufgtave. I was Inducwt 
(• publilh ih« folkwing. anlwcr x 
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WITH the utmoft aftonifiim«nt4 have rea^ in t London Print, « 
letter figned'* I^iCH A RD Musgrate," which has ^nce been copied 
into Tome of the Dublin papers, challenging an^ material contradiAion 
cf fads in his ^iSTORY of the Irfsq RbjisllionsI NumberleS 
tcfotations, of the rnoHb rfediive nature, have alreUdy appearedy tn4 
fome of them have heretofore been noric^ in the Critical Reviews, and 
particuJnrly in Scpienrrher and Oftober laft^ Many who have had » 
tair opportunity of judging of hts voluiAinous publication, reckon k 
lb extravagant as to deem it worthy of no other coniideration thai^ 
•illent contempt. However left the public fliould be M ai^ray by the 
arrogance oC bis atfertions, as I had mofe than <MUi interview on thif 
j&ibje^ wifh fir RicHARoMusGliAV'E, refpefling moft material fafiiy 
I think itnectfflfnry to ftate, that, pre^finuio his dutl Wfk Mr. "t^dd 
Janes^ he promifed to retraj6l what he had mentioned of me, and thtt 
lie would write me a letter expreflive of his fentiments, on producing 
him ample proofs of his error. Copies of thefe proofs he accordingly 
receivjed, and fully acknowledged their fcif -evident truth, and promised 
.to introd^iGC them into the ne;ct edition of his work, as well as his retrac- 
tation of the fal/hoods impofed on him. After bis recovery, he ex^ 
l^reflTed the lame fentiments to feveral, and impUed. them in prefence of 
« friend of mine, aod t>ound himfelf hy every tie of honotn: as %. geA^ 
pieman to make atonement for hjs mi^ailce. However, 'he thought pro- 
per afterwards, in the moft unaccountable manner, t9 break kif prompt 
alledging, r^^i his friends would not permt kirn to keep it, and ftill per- 
■ ^(Is in propagating the.jQander againft me by it« utiwarranted publica- 
iion.' I Xubmit, therefore, to every honcft mjw, vi^heiher fir RichaH 
iMusQRATE has, in this instance, tti^At ** ^ruthhis poUirJhr i^^ Very 
vdifferent, indeed, ha« been the condik^l of the rev. mr. GOEDON, an 
liiftorian who had been led into theiame error { for he, on my applt- 
Hcatiori, and on Ybewing him my proofs^ has honourably, under hie 
'4iand, acknowledged their authenticity, and the cruelty of my ptH^^ 
4Cution, (o as to determine him to remove a material miftaJte from hi^ 
biilory. Although fir R. Musgra.V£''s condu^ puts it out ofmy power* 
as a man of honour, to hold any further communication with him, yet^ 
a« confiderations of z private nature muft yield to public opinion, i 
|)'ow declare, that if tv\y gentleman of honour, ienfe and 'fteadineffi* 
ihall.come forward, bmafidiy on the part of Sir Rif hard MusoRAVBy 
with the proofs on which he founded his s^errions, 1 Siall chearfully 
produce to him, in th« prefence of a friend, fuch documents as I a^ 
certain cannot jeave the fmalleft doubt in the mind of any impartial 
perfon of the truth of my profeQlons.^But I aHb declare, that if airy 
commtmicatiob Of the kind H^aH take place, I vrill publifti it along wit^ 
what has already happened, toovoluminoOs for detail in the contraS^d 
and fleeting paragraphs of ,a newfpaper. Another opportunity will 
. occur of apprectatttig what faith is to be had in Sir Richard Mi^l- 
tXRAVE, from aHatement which i ain now preparing for publication,-^ 
the tendency of which it to allay animofities« inAeadof fonaenting dif* 
cord between the different defer iptiona of the people. 

(Signed) iiDWARD HAY- 

Dublin, No. it;, Excht^uer-ftreet, tad Nov. 1^02* 

t^ A copy of the foregoing ad venifement waidelirered at the offiet 

of the pUBLik JOURNAL, and its inferfion paid forj but fvich is tfie 

freedom aAd mpiirttalitj^ of that print, ihat it has not been deet^ed tifeful 

to its employers to permit its appearance, whilfi; it publi&va and ftm* 

^rtsthf ch^^pj^ejuidlibdwhicnhasprotolLetltiiy opdtt* 



IS iVTHlSTIC BETAli. 

Ta thr Editok of eh* Dublin Journal. 
I . A PAPER figneii " Edviarl Hey" containing fome nnioiacJTer- 
I -lioni on my cliirailcr, and mj' Hiilory of ihc laie Irifb RcScllion, hiv- 
I Ing appeared in the Dublin Evening Poll of the i]d of NaiemtKr, 1 
I nqucit you will pub'ifh ihc following oblcrvationi t 
I < In ihil paper lie liatel, " thit numberlEra (cFutalions oF the moft de- 
\ cifiTe niturc have ippcared, and foine of them have been heretofore no- 
tietd in the Critical Review, particularly in September and Oftober 
'bit, Iliat many perfoni who have bad a fair opportunity of jndging of 
' 4iii voluminous publication, reclion it fo extravagant, aa t<i tegard it 
I Kmt\i filcnt contempt." Healfo natntioni tVit arngaad of n^ ajirtioai, 
I mnd rrrf prtFagaSiig Jlandrr agsinji Aim in an unioarrtiiilabU pubUceSin^ 
I 'COch ii thegeiicialand uoqualilied-abufe which mr. Hav titten againft 
L jny HiDary The Monthly Magaiinet the Critical and Monthly Se. 
i viem. and many oilier publicationi accelTible to the liifh J^cobini, 
I luve done the like i but neither he nor they have ventured inailacic 
I luy veracily in any one Aibllantive point or accuneoce ; and I again 
defy ihem to do fo. 

' 1 will tiow briefly Aatc the only inilinces in which 1 have alluded to 
mr. HAy.~Janici Boyd, efq. late reprefcnlative in parliament for 
'Wexford, arielted at day-break, E. Filz-Gerald. of Ncwpark, on (he 
morning of Wbitfondiy, 179!, " Edward Hat flfpt in the fame 
bed-chamber with hiin."T-I appeal to mr. Boyd, whether this faS, 
«nd the other circumAancei relative to it, as Itdted by me, are not ttuc. 
I 'Thi marninE after the dreadful maCcre on the bridge of Wexfof^, 
I the rebels concerned in iti pcrpclralion, panic-ftiuck by iheapproach 
of the king's lioopi, and dreading the vengeance which their crimet 
. .'JnlUy merited, fnt a number of ih:ir leaders lo lord Kinglborough, 
(now carl of Kingllnn) who had been their piifnner, to folicit hii Icird- 
' -(hip tJ he iheir nitiUaior, and to write lo the diffeicnt general oSceit 
*ta fpare ihc inhatiilanis of WcKford, and ttieir property, on laying 
I irfown their armi, and returning to their allegiance -, which hit lordAiip 
I i^reed to do, on their invefting him with the military command uf the 
I ^town, and re-inlliting the civil magiltrates. The following offic«r* 
.who were alfu priloneriat Wexford, were fent by his lord jbip with the 
£iid terms lo the diticrcnt officers comnia'hding brigades in the vicipjlj, 
«f Vinegar-hill : — captain M'Mnniis, of the ^nlrim regiment nai lu 
proceed 10 f,rit. Needham, fuppofed tQ be at Oulart ; captain Burke of 
the North Cotk regiment was to repair to gen. Moore, and captain 
O'Hara, of the fame regiment, to geneial Lake. From the blood, 
thirlly difpofilion of iht rebels towards all loyal fiihjefts, it wsi wall 
' known that thefe gentlemen could not alone have proceeded witb any 
degree of fafeiy, on their refpeftive miffioni — particularly at number- 
leni rebels, flying from Vinegar -hiil, were fcaltercd over the countrjr, 
fome of itie rebel chiefs therefoie, or perfoni well known to have great 
influence over the rebeli, were appointed to attend and protefl Ihofe gen- 
tiemen. Captain O^Hca was cfcorted by one Clooney, an a£tive rebel 
leader, and he would probably have fallen a facriflce, as he met general 
EdWa.d FitE-Gerald, of Newpark, firft coufin of mr. Edward Hay, 
retreating at the head of his culumn. Capraiii Buike was cfcorled by 
one Carthy, a rebel reader. Mr. Edward Hay wa. unanimoufly chofen 
to protefl captain M'Manus. 1 prefume that the was m t fcUfled forlhac 
office on account of hit tsyally — rand I appeal to the capiain, wlielher he 
would have thonglii himfelf fafe under his aurpicc) if be had believed 
that his principles were congenial with hii own. I appeal to the carl 
e( KingSsn, and to ihefe three o^ceil, who aii; loyal and honourible 
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men, whether my fta^ementof this tranfaflion be true? In no other in- 
ilance hut the foregoing have I mentioned mr. Hay how then can he 
fay that I have flundered him? 

I acknowledge that he often called on me laft May and June, and told 
me that he would prove to me that what 1 had faid of him in my hiftory 
was unfounded — on which I alTored him that if he <lid Co, I would rctraft^* 
the whole of it. I aiked him why he did not apply to me fooner, as I 
had appealed to, and folicited the public, in every edition of my work» 
to commilnicate to me any errors which they ihould difcover, that I 
might have an opportunity of coriefling them ? mr. Hay never produc* 
cd a particle of evidence to prove that what I faid of him was unfounded. 
He exhibited fome papers to (hew that he had exercifed fome a6l& of hu- 
manity towards the perfecuted P.oteftants in ihe town of Wexford, du^ 
ring the rcbeliion»-*but fuch fafts, if true, evinced alfo, that he muft 
have had coh^derable influence over the rebels. I faid, and I now fay, 
again, that I will mention in a future edition, any inftancet of his hi|« • 
manity which appeared to m? to be fatisfaflorily proved. But I folemn- 
ly declare, that I did not admit th^t he had refuted what I had faid of 
him, that it was unfounded, or that on that ground I would retra6l it. 
Mr. Hay folicited me to anfwer a letter which he fajd he would write 
ni«. I faid that I had no obje^ion to do fo— but that I would not put 
pen to paper without mature deliberation, and the advice of a loyal and 
refpeftable friend. I faid alfo, that I muft firft fee the letter, to forrn 
a judgment whether I could give it any, and what anfwer^ At laft he 
prefented the letter, and faid that his friends were in anxious expe^lati* 
on of an anfwer. At another interview, he faid that they were quite 
impatient for it— and in. the excefs of candour and franknefs, which be 
aflFe6led whenever he called on me, he mentioned fome of their names, 
and faid that they had a printer ready to print 5000 copies of my letter 
and his anfwer. From thefe circitmftances, and the cbaraSferef his friends ^ 
X perceived that he was conne£led with a fet of men who would do roe 
every injury in their powerT-^-aod that by invalidating the authenticity of 
my work, which was evidently his only defign, he would have got great 
applaufe from his party n and now he is grievouHy vexed at being difap- 
pointed. Had \ given him any thing under my hand, it would have 
furniftied the difaflfefted with a pretext of publifhing as many falfc and 
fcandalous libels and lampoons againft me, as they did on the afFairwhi^h 
took place between mr. Jopes and me; in fome of which, publiftied in 
the month of June, in the Courier, the Star, and in other Engliih 
prints, and in hand- bills alfo, it was fallely inlinuated, that the atone« 
inent which I made that gentleman, (and which I now candidly acknow* 
ledge), for fomehai(h expreflions contained in my work, was the )-efulc 
of a hoftile meffige, and that I had the folly and weaknefs to give my 
confent (which never was alked}, that a libel, the moft flagrant and ca* 
Inmnious that ever appeared in print, fhould be publiflied in the Englifii, 
Scotch, and French newfpapers. Jn future, I am refolved.not to take 
notice of any vague abufe or general inve6live which may be publiflied 
againft my hiftory, in which mr. Hay, deals fo copioufly— but fliould any 
perfon have the goodnefs to point out any on^ error in that work, I will 
thankfully acknowledge and Qorre6^ it, 

RICHARD MUSGRAVE. 



It IS eafier to refute, than tp perfuade a'man who writes as a partizan, 
and whofc fole obje^ i« in the -fale of his book| and the adraoccmtnt 
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very c-mtfliodMui. Vnit^ itici 



•f hi* chinStr with ihofe of bic 
ALTT vHh Ihafe perlum it roTDtibing very 

paftStiao thcj wnp themlelm whfn tbty irc nttcl o« to he jsQ. ana 
Id Ihii iCyluat iher St whtn deteacd in rhfjr Gindcri md ciuirniiriM 
a^ixft an opprcSeJ and rilified cMomiinily. Tlie in^rttrgTiK puMic 
Hill not be import cpaD ^j tbi> dcIuBoO ; nOf will the BritiSi cabiDEt 
' anil [nrllamtni of the pnCtBt dif, or poAttity bemricr be left wiiti- 
ou( fTiiJeDce ri<fGckTt( to couMera& Ihe miurptelcn'atiMi, £i oia- 
niftHly conlpicuou* . in (be HjirosY OF tre iRtSH R ESELLlOili, 
Fm ihe prrlini, mjr ca& it confiotd lo wbit fir Skliard tXaffja-tc hu 
ptrSbtiiUj okjtfled againll me. Ai a bmple oF hii TccDttcfilon and 
powiri of diliTiniination, I qnoce the cipnlEon on which tit cmpha' 
tically rtlU m» conTiaion. " h M «An- iafiaxit (*aii U^^mnW 
'*• ^^c J mnliaiaj mr. H^, ttio ther^trt can U fig 1 kast fimdrrtd 
kit f 

I f this wm Mat, I ccrtaitilf toiM not vphmA fir Richatd Mirifrarc 
with the dfgree of flinriei be hat btcn ^iliy oF. I ifpuieJ (J.inder t* 
him, ttcn<<(c hoffertrd in hi« biftory. tint " Edward Hay wai HijDint^ 
toncerntd in the rebellion ;" and in a nnle to ihe propufil of tbc Inb>< 
b i (an C* (7t Wexford, when f bioaghc dirpiichei from lord K'ngtbotelifh 
to eeneral Lake, tii. " Captain M'Mmuf of ih' Ai.irim mililti w« s. 
ptirnncr, E. Ha; wat ■ rebel leader that wrni in pntcfl him." I im- 
' piacJ (lander the more forrihlyradrRichard Mur«r;ive, btcaub if^er 
(ffrnne ''■'» '"i"'? tomy tharafltr, I convinted hiin hy bifown atFmi^- 
fioo of hii ei.or. Be afitrwatd avoided with mean robttiru^el, lu 
milt* m* the reparatiun which a man of rcnfe , or a inio of honor, «onltl 
bate fO'j^ht Ihe occ.irwn to offer, of publicly retraaing an unjuil 
afiettioD. 

I wai ronGned ihirtttn monihi, during which period tav cqcMtof 
ri3i.> CTCtypoflihle refearch for eridente a^inK me 1 rnj iriil watcon- 
Rafiilj pretled by myfrif, but delayed liy my perfecu^urt. 1 <Mai tried 
where no ityqr was Ihewn, to any perfon ^tliy of the oripnal (in b( 
being a catholic ITitderslI thofc elrcHml1an;es I nai moS hanonrahly 
acq-iittcd, not undrr the prote£tion of the aniiieRy hill, as hue htn 
atTtrted, but on a full and patient invefilgatioa of evidence, nmlacked 
fiom all auarTCTi, and produced againA me. Let me »dd, that tW 
learned judee who tried me, and (be refpeflible bir who were wirncfl^ 
of the (ran fi A ion, tcftifitd in theftronpeft manner their apijrobal'ion of 
nfj acquittal ; and a icnie that I had fufiered the mot) wuicnt perfecU- 
tiwand injuftice! What fir Rithard Mufgrave ^rtei^ inhi« hiftDrft 
be venture* in bli advsrtifimint sniy ait^iguavfy to iiUaevxU't and thai 
fcilthi: ownconviaion. 

Hit principal charge agsinfi me is, that I had relatives who took i 
part in the iiifiirrEEIion. To menlion that my relative waa ■ reSel ge. 
ner^I, in order to attach blame by confdiigiiiniry, it indeed a Itrokc of 
?idicu!ous tnatice. It ii a notorious truth, that in all cafes of civil 
commotion, not only relative! evtn brother*, hot often (aihera and 
■heir Ibni are To divided, ai to paft to the extreme of animolily. 
Whit family of note in Englanil, Ireland and Scotland, whore aiiceftor* 
are ktio*!!, might not thui be arraigned by fir Richard Mufgrave. |Jr. 
Fiti-Gerald ii my relation— I defy the otmoft malice, abftraaed from 
ihii unfbminate affair, to call a Ihsdcon hii upright chariiAer. Had fit 
Kichard any pretenliuni to accuracy in his (harafleroF an hiftorian, he 
Ihould have recorded ihc benevalence and humanity of mr. Fiti-G«ra1d, 
luiwcvcr he might have ccDTuied hit opluical cooduS, Vet " my fs^ft 
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ccufin** after a rericvof bisc6odii6l by the MAitqpxs ov CoitirwALLis, 
^as found deferving, of pcculjar indulgence ; and did obtain official pro- 
V[i\£tt. n it to be hoped, tbemalevoleiice and h\(k reprefentationt of fir 
llichard Mufgrave, rday not prevent thtiA from being fulfilled !——^o«r 
that I amoo the theme of relation/bip, I beg leave to refer fir Richard 
Vufgrave to bis bi other- in -law, the barl of MouHTXORms, as an 
ibuhoriry be has paid great atriotion to, througbotrt his billory, and of 
cour/*e be cannot now rcjcAiiis teftimony. This nobleman I had goo<t 
reaibn to imagine, bad made a& of ezpreffions, which as a gentleman I 
confijcrtd mylelf bound in honor to call on him to account fbr-^^^-^what- 
ever were my feelings, I confidered it prodent to reprefs them until 
the reftoration of the habeas corpus a^.— ^When I found LORD* 
MbuNTKCftRU was in Dublin, 1 commiffioned mr. Deveireux to waic 
ou him-^the reAilt was, his lordfhip declared that *' Ae never made yft 
4r ^he expreffiw I And deemed ofetifive % and ihat he nrver knetv or cw- 
ietifedany thing agai//fi my LOY azty or conduct, but my bnumera- 
TiOM PLAN !*'o*-I beg leave to ftate, that LORD MeVNTVORRls was 
renoarkably active in i'upprefiShg the rebellion— poAfftd a greater Iande4i 
^operty than any other perfon in the county ot Wexfoid, is agovemor 
of ibat county, and a privy -coonfeilor of Ireland ; all of which filoa* 
tions aflfordcd him ample opportunities of being made acquainted with 
every fpecitrs of accu^tion agaipft me.^-^Willing therefore that my 
cond\j6l may appear in a true light, I refer to tlie ennmeration plan in 
my appendix, with the motives, fanAion, approbation aird encourage- 
iiient, that di&ated its original publication. 

Sir Richard Mofgrave appeais ro lord Kingfton, ca^tfaifts M'lidfanus^ 
O^Hca and Bourke, but it is as diffiicult to tell for what ? if it be to 
aiccrtain I was related to mr. Fitz-Gcrald, the(a£^ is not denied— -if fJt 
be that 1 took a command in the rebellion, I join in the atppeaU bot with 
fomewhat more certainty of foccefs. I have tn my pofltffion* as fir 
)t.ichard Mufgrave-weil knows, letters from all thele cfficeis, not only 
exculpating me from the charges brought aninfl me, but repreA^ntioj; 
niy'coiidu^ as meritorious. Sir Richard Kluf^rave read (bme of tbete 
ieiccjs^ and it is being fomewliat tenacious of his flander to fupprefs or 
reira<5l the convl5iion thefe documents made on lrim.> Did i confider 
any appeal nccelTaiy after my honorable acquittal, Tmigfat call on tht 
learned judge, and the ref^ieflahle bar that wirnefTed it, to teftvfy in what 
light my condti^l during the unfortunate tronbles appeared to them. 
9ir Richard Mufgrave dwells with ccnfiderabie emphafis^ on the cir- 
lumftanee of my being fent out with captain M'Manus to the army^ 
and thus emphatically aflcs, laat I fdeSed for my loyalty ? for the 
motive of that fele&ion, Tckn refer to the teftimony of dodor Jacobs 
produced againft me otL my trial. The eboice was amde by lord Kingf- 
borough and the officers, previous to its approval by the inhabitants of 
Wexford. 1 prefume they were influenced in their choice, by the con« 
fideration, that whilft my acquaintance vvith the inhabitants of the 
country, and afentimeacof rclpe^ for my connexions, might give me 
fufBcient influence, to pafs freely through the armed populace ; my con* 
dufl on the other hand, was Co far unobjectionable, that I need not he- 
i^iate to appear before his majefty^s generals — arc we to fuppofe that lord 
Kiiigiborough would have made choice of a didoyai man, to carry thte 
mealine into effc6l i 

My family had lor ages mainlained a refpeflable fituation in the county 
tf Wexford. I was perfonally not difliked by the ptople, neither i 
iter any one c<moe9cd wkh'tne, bad joined in the levcraics which reu- 

dertd 
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rS'nngtat tni pnpctfemn ftattawnt. Jacoiik. 
tfaia ke bcllo*! upon )bc wotLs cf aea ti ka*m a» 
lejiltj. Sii RitkirJ XXflgjan boati tbu ■■ •• thnc c 
■4(k. lit jo topin kiTc k«n ciKniared U IfOgfami, ItA 
Ued T~ I iBD<li weiKkt th*t 1 nltl J prattt ■— b e r lot •• 
poJ<4 of tB ridaed a^r. MMtiiBki it Bakisdil kllUtaJ 
n p«rclurc the book, do not nit for j owdi Inctr « 
&flkrwt«Biaglj asnMii to fe»d Bbrttad to tteJ ihcir (kftjoifcc*. $»* 
IW^ *i« inrfuee tkc tt^iag of injr poblicaciOB, bai of (hi*, eakioitf 
it la«n firlattd, aad rtw coaicnpi lad denfciBOB in «1iM it u Md t« 
•• mifttlal ind«d, vtry *pp4in1i)« to xi* rwun t^tg*. ttmittT Mratn 
•* /r *Wf*M evtmcerr raifeim." Sinct fir ttldanl Mnfgts** Km k*d li» 
Ihr^c regard for hicifell » ro iffard a treng ptoot oJ imt lie bb 
priiliti) prodnfliont giw eat* other. (Fori»kieKp*pefe IhjTtaBBurd 
lt« qooiatiou with rcferen« to i!it crifinal* j) it b iw* •ny dificaJt ra 
rCnct.Tc, th»( hii Dianor^t ibjj be «)o»11t. if nci t«ite ir«»cb«ni«i 
•iib Hlpta to hit tlenlSoKl. I haie 60i' btea icti^iSLtd ai ■ tbi t 
*n.ot;£;i in (OntridiaiM, 1 da npeit and iniitt do my konor. •■ TB*T 

Ml Ricuakb MusCiaVe pia» the host oKQ^trALiFiiD uunttx 

fS-OHHZ TO (ETIAtT WHAT BE HAD £1)D cf MI, KOTH IT L£T> 
T£« A^D IK Hit HliTOKV, WITH T8E IBSErTIOJI 0» TWe DOCV- 
NTiBt (EQUEtTID aSD KECEITEDTOK TIIAT£IPItBS>rtf>rOIE ; 

o MOiEOvct uE wam ED TO wzirt UE A tETTEB Exp«ts»nrc 

or THESE IXTEnilOItS AT MV PIEST IHTt«»lEW ON THE itlh 0» 
riAf, itoi, WHICH t DmDECLIHE ACCEPTIXC OF VtiTlt. BE GOT 
«NE FEOU UE. I 

Hjd I not 9 IHonger fanodatioa for ihc cftibliSiirtnt of my rqm- 
utioD, than tbc d<ftcufliDn of that of fir Richard Margnre, pitiful 
iodted, would be my inirsduftion to ih« public. The fitnation of ite 
poor knighl't minil can alone account lor hit nnjuftiliabl* coodtiA 
ifl Ilyirg in tbeface cf Uwbj traducing my lOvaltt in defiance of onj 
HojiOitABLE ACQUITTAL. Were hit aecufttioni true in the titeni of 
Jill InHnualioni, ibeUwi of my coaatry would conUeain me lo I he tof) of 
my hod. Such a dcfperMe attack againlt isy life would be fertoui io- 
• deed, iTM it not known tbe quarter it proceedi troiD. It cannai pollibly be 
reckoned unfair in m* la fubmii ibe coDfideration* ta ihepublic ihat bAie 
induced me lo turn it into it:e coDiempt and ridicule it defervn. Id do- 
iaglal doDQl mean lo make any altacfc eitberdireaiy or indirrflly againft 
the kniglii't llle or bevt ; however, 1 rnay dcfcribe the QM^tion h; Nib- 
felf imjgitied li wat in. So long ago at the year i7ii'> oov knighnra« 
fo IIiangeFy afftfltd by itrange fancie*, tbat he WLt indiKed lo brng 
an aflionef damage* lor crim. con. againil a gtnileinan. The iriat 
came on at Wexford afliies, and the refuli was a failt-<t on the pirt of 
the knight by a deciCnn of a jury, wbich nTJghi funiilli more than 
an equivalent Cub}ce, than ^^/lir/ had for the coni|iofiiion of hii comedy 
■f It Cicu iMe^iaairt, in which oui- heio migbr exclaim wiih Sguikrelle^ 
Ah pau-vre SgeneriHe a qsifu Jeftuiii 
la rtpala^,M tft ellt caidamtte. 

Cacu JmngoKart, Scene \X. 

Since ihti period a reconcilialjon between all paiiiet h»i taken place, 

which haicoxfirTned the «rifii9y-i£cH'i;^ir^j<j^ to ihe fiitt convi&iPB 

cf the woild ; but the knight ^as-been lo uncertain in hii temper tkH 

be bai fallen out aiidbeen reconciled fevcral timti Ciice. 

_He hai fiom lime to time been fo perplexed in hu miod, th»t hb 
flicndihaff cnduTotiicd tof^ck out fufficicnc employment forhii tiuod, 
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in vrdler to di/Bpate all the minor confiderations« Nothing has been 
known to fix his attention fo much at the History op thb Irisk 
Rebellions. It is, howerer, very perceivable, that his tennper ina» 
nifetts itfelf in peculiar fpleen againii the county of Wexford. I muft 
let down as my misfortune, in his idea, that 1 chance to be a native of 
that county, with tiie aJdition of being a catholic, as infurmoujitable 
objeflions, (hat I cannot potiibly get over, to obtain favour in the 
knight^seyef. 1 mu(i however, endeavour to hear my misfortune witk 
chriflian patience. Methinics 1 fee our hero perufing this retort, in his 
ttudy, (vciy triding indeed in comparifon to his unwarrantable attack 
pa me) where he is a6ling to the life and repeating the ibiiloquy of 
Sganarelle in the Cocu Imaginaire, fcenes XVII. & XXI. However, the 
adventures of our knight might furniAi a good fubje6l for a comedy, and 
that a tragi 'Ofmicdl one too, yet I hope it never may amount to iragedj, 
fiarticulariy if he or his partifans (hould be inclined to make me the 
▼i6lim. Any other death would be preferable to falling by the hands 
x>i an aflfaflin, which feme of fir Richard Mufgrave^s fatellites have in- 
timated to me would be the cafe, fhould I proceed \\i the publicaiion of 
my flatement. Thefe threatening letters are preferved for the in^peAion 
of the curious. Very fi^rious have been the apprehenfions of fome of 
my friends on perufing thofe threats againft my life, evidently occa- 
fioned by the denunciation of fir Richard Mufgrave againf^ me. I beg 
leave to fugeelt to thefe adventurers in knight* errantry, hovrever.they 
may be guided by their polar ftar, that chivalry has received fuch a 
theck in this country, that murder and aflaflTindtion are no longer confi- 
dtred meritorious or neceffary.-^ Thefe champions as true i'quires of 
their much-admired knight had bettei confider whether it will benefit 
their caufe, fhould they put their threats into execution againft me. My 
Work is finifhedt and this would be only transferring the fale of the pub- 
lication to my executors. I carneftly entreat any friend or well-wifber 
of mine may not be induced to look upon thefe produ6lions in any other 
Sight than contempt or laughter, and to confider thefe imaginary heroes 
as the faint glimmerings of a party nearly extinguifhcd, 16 contempti- 
ble as to be afha/ned^to avow their principles openly, and of courfe are 
dif^ingnifhed by their daftardly and cowardly condo6h 

Sir Richard Mufgrave has been lavifh of affidavits to fupport hrt 
party, but if he had any pretence to impartiality there are other affi- 
davits, to which jie might have given a place in his hiflory, and which 
might have tcndeL*. rather more than many of his* documents, to throw 
Jight on the origin of our commotions. The court of king*s-bench 
about two years ago was occupied by an application made for an informa- 
tion againft mfflii. Going and White, two magifii-ates of the county 
of Tipperary for obflru£ling a criminal profecution ^ thefe gentlemen 
fwore in their defence, and the affidavits are on record, amortgfl many 
other charges of a very atrocious nature, that a certain yeomanry corps^ 
calling themfelves loyal, and very much of the ftamp of fir Richard*a 
partisans, harraffed the country with groundlefs profecutions, and a£^u- 
ally after having by night buried pikes in t he ground, pretended on 
the enfuing day to hare information of concealed arms, dug them out 
with great iblemnity, lodged in gaol and punifhed very feverely the un- 
fortunate perfons in the neighbourhood of whof'e houfes the pretended 
diicovery was made. In the trials in which fir Thomas Fitz-Gerald was 
defendant at Clonmel afTizes, it was fworn publicly by feveral gentlemen 
ot fonup.c and chara^r^, and proteftants too, ii that adds to their 

- credit. 
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credit, thai th« conituA of certain raaglKiatet had • tlireft tendency to 

E revoke rchfllion : ami one grnllemaD ileppledi tl>il kti ftpiingi were 
> outraged by ibe atrncioiii aili of power lie witneffi:tl, that hut tut 
fbc (inrervalion of hiieitilc, anil a rclined Tcnfe oF Ille duly of bit al- 
legimct, he coulil not refrain from tsking the field » * rel>rl. Theft 
(jublic, fclemn and rKoi-ded defcriplioiit, wouU hare hcen uf more lifa 
in eipofing llie real Hale of ihe country, and the real C3iil<* of ii't 
commoiiom, thin thtfc roinancet from rwl life In Ireland, which fir 
Bichard Mufgrsve the compiler fur vcracit;.n'ith BAROti MLrtiCHAUlEN 
hat denominaled the hiltoiy of the [rilli nbellioni. 
i beg Ihe BARON'S pardon for the comparifon : liji lief were inf..>^ent, 

Doflor Ferrbf of Mancheller, in his cfTay on ihe varieties of niln, 
page iM, qiioice from BiilvMr, Ailif, Chan];, page 410. the following 
iia0j|;e: well worthy xi\e jmilalieii of oa Hi/lonaa. 

" I ani inforiiKd by an honrft youi\gTiian, of capiain Morrit'i com- 
" pi<ny> in lieutenant general Irctan's regiment, thai at CafticI tn the 
" cmuny of Tipperary, in ihe province sf Munfter, in Carrick' 
'■ Patrick church, fealed on 3 billot rrcic, Aormtd by the lord Inchiqiiin, 
" and where (here uere near feven hundred put to the fword, and nana 
" fiv«d boi ihcroajor"»wife and hi« ftn j thai there were found among 
" the Hain of ibe liifli, when ihcy were ftripped, divert that had laili 
" near a qiiarier of a yard long. The tflator, hf'iag vtry dt^itat (/" 
■' the tritth tf tbt jlaiyt after enquiry, wa* Wfurcd of ihe certainu 
" thertol, by forty fiUStr), thai leflified upon their ealiii tlicy weft 
*' eye-witneSei, being piefent 31 the afllon," — Such it the reliance 
to be placed on biflory, although forlilied by afHJavili ! 

Sir Riehatd Mufgrave hai m^ny aQdaviti, that I am conAdeni can 
vie vithlbiiasia veracity; however hii faTagesfeem not fully accoutred, 
II they are in want of laiU, which if they aie defcendants uF tbofe 
above meniiuned long-oiled race, he has an admirable precedent to go 
by. Il it a pity uroodi are not in greater plenty in lieland, as fauni 
and fiiyri might then he entitlFd lo a defcriplion in Ihe hiftory of the 
Jrirh rcbcUiont. Gliofis have fallen into difrepiite, (ince the fcieiice of 
r(i*KTA5MACiROPBiA has bceo cullivaied, or Sr Richard might have 

Stfftd fome inio his fervice, Tbe glioUa of proteltantt on the river 
ann, at related in the hillory of tlie barotict'i picdccclTor. and model 
S>lt }OUn TEMf ^£ ii fully as well suthi^iilicaicd, asmsny faflt allege^ 
by THE AUTHOR OF THE laiEH REBELLIONS ou Ginilar authority. 

The public mind has heen milled by an advtrlifcment, figned 
•• Eahard Mafgra'vi" talcing it for grained il afferted TkuTK ( 
particularly ai it ha> hitherto met with no reply. 'ITie conBderalion of 
■ promife to the public could alune induce mr. Hay tj notice lir Richard 
Mufgraie ; in obedience la thai call ihe foregoing authentic detail is 
given. It is, however, to be obfcrved totally Dnconnc£ted with the 
hilfoiyi whicli has not been degraded by the notice of fuch a fuhjeiV. 

Sir Richard Mufgrave may hitherto have been milled and impofed 
upon \>yfalfi infermalhn and balfjloriet and Aiouid he after this notice 
atlempi 10 traduce me, I Diall not conCder myfeif bound, 10 make the 
fame allowance fur hit filuation. hit infenturi had better hold in their 
TBColleftiant that I have been tried and hmiaisrebly acquiiud, fo that t 
eonfider myfeif on a foaling with any olhei fubje^, aiid hope I Ih^l b^ 
sbJe to puirue tbat courfc to 

THfi END, 
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